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Gable's Eagerness to Enlist Typifes | 
Growing Shortage of Male Pix Leads 


Clark Gable’s application for a 
commission in the U. S. Army Air 
Forces last week accentuated the 
critical shortage of leading men in 
Hollywood which producer-distribu- 
tors have been confronted with since 
America’s entry into the war. Gable 
came into New York from Holly- 
wood two weeks ago with Eddie 
Mannix, in charge of Metro studio 
operations, and studio publicity 
chief Howard Strickling, and headed 
for Washington to take his physical. 
Understanding is that Gable will be 
ordered to the officers school at 
Miami Beach, for training and then 
returns to the office of the direc- 
tor of individual training in Wash- 
ington. 

In addition to losing Gable to the 
Army the Metro studio is due for 
another jolt via the prospective en- 
listment of Robert Taylor and Spen- 
cer Tracy. Tracy and Gable re- 
portedly had an agreement that if 
one goes into the service the other 

(Continued on page 34) 


BURKE HAS M. P. 
RUN-IN OVER 
UNIFORM 





Johny Burke, who had been doub- 
ling between ‘Top-Notchers,’ two-a- 
day straight-vauder at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., which closed Saturday 
(20), and ‘Priorities,’ the original 
Clifford C, Fischer-Shuberts varieties 
venture at the 46th Street, got into 
trouble with the military police 
early last week. Servicemen cop- 
pers stopped Burke on the street and 

(Continued on page 54) 





Inaugural ‘Lunchtime 
Follies’ for Shipyard 
Workers Looks a Wow 


The American Theatre Wing’s 
‘Lunchtime Follies,’ noontime enter- 
tainment designed to spirit the 
morale of war workers at the Todd 
Shipyards, Brooklyn, as presented 
Monday (22), looks set to become a 
national institution. The 30-minute 
entertainment, derived from material 
included in the never-presented 
Fun To Be Free,’ by Moss Hart, 
George S. Kaufman and Harold J. 
Rome, proved ample for the sinewy, 
helmeted 5,000 who flocked about a 
makeshift stage in the plant yard 
during their lunch hour to extend 
an approval, 

Plans are under way for two 
weekly presentations which will be 
Performed for day and night shifts 

(Continued on page 54) 








| WWOOD KUDOSED FOR 
WAR BOND CAMPAIGN 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Motion picture industry is doing a 
superhuman job in the drive to get 
the people of the nation War Bond- 
minded, according to Harold N. 
Graves, assistant to Henry Morgen- 
thau, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Graves left for Washington after 
checking up on the bond and stamp 
selling campaigns in the: California 
area. 








Berlin’s ‘Army’ Show, Via 
Premiere Premiums, to 


Get Record 506 Nite B.0. 


Some $30,000 in premiums for 
opening night seats for ‘This Is the 
Army’ at the Broadway theatre, N. 
Y., July 4, will make possible an 
unprecedented $50,000 gross for the 
premiere night, which is scaled from 
$27.50 down. Normal scale of $4.40 
top, in the 1,900-seat house, of which 
1,000 are on the lower floor, will 
permit a $47,000 weekly capacity 
gross. The 30G premiums include 
|a $10,000 ‘buy’ from Kate Smith 
for a choice pair. Others are 
similarly buying boxes and turning 
them back for servicemen’s use. 

Meantime, Irving Berlin, who au- 
thored ‘Army,’ as the World War II 
counterpart of his now famed ‘Yip, 
Yip, Yaphank,’ huddles today (Wed.) 
with Barney Balaban, Paramount 
prexy; B. G. DeSylva, production 
head, and Mark Sandrich, who will 
direct, on the manner of handling 
‘Army’ as a ‘Par filmusical. It’s still 
a moot question whether marquee 
names should augment the film ver- 
sion. Also yet to be ironed out is 
the exact nature of the deal, since 
Berlin wants a cut of the profits be- 
sides the $250,000 advance to go to 
Army Emergency Relief. For this, 
Par gets Berlin’s services gratis, as 


(Continued on page 23) 


ICELAND ‘HOT’ SPOT ORC 
NOT YET HEP TO ‘TEXAS’ 


By PHIL AULT 


Reykjavik, Iceland, June 12. 
-Although the U.S.O. hasn’t shipped 
any shows yet to the rocky shores 
of Iceland, the American soldiers 
guarding this pile of lava rock up 
by the Arctie circle have cooked up 
a revue of their own called ‘Com- 
mand Performance.’ The show ‘s 
running in a corrugated iron Nissen 
hut, or ‘tingloo,’ as some of the sol- 
diers call them. It is a fast-paced 
performance starring boys who used 


(Continued on page 55) 




















MET OPERA TO W00 LATINS 








LONG LATIN-AM, 
TOUR AFTER U.S. 


Company Set for 16 Weeks 
in New York, Then Trans- 
continental Swing Before 
Mexico, Cuba and South 
America—Continuous Per- 
formances From Novem- 
ber, 1942, Through to 
Following September 








$5 TOP IN N.Y. 





By EDWARD SMITH 


Instead of curtailment because of 
the war the Metropolitan Opera is 
launching this fall its most show- 


manly project. In addition to 16 
weeks in New York City the opera 
company will tour the United States, 
Mexico, Cuba and South America, 
the latter including Rio de Janeiro 
and Buenos Aires at least and per- 
haps other cities, too. The Met under 
Edward Johnson will thus be in con- 
tinuous operation from Nov. 23, 1942 
to September, 1943. Nothing re- 
motely as ambitious, far-flung and 
daring has ever been attempted in 
the history of the organization. 
Government aid will make the in- 
(Continued on page 23) 


Radio Directors Offer 
War Production Aid ‘To 
Everybody and Anybody’ 


Radio Directors Guild is offering 
the services of its members to ‘every- 
body and anybody’ doing war pro- 
grams. Organization voted to take 
that action at a meeting Monday 
night (22), the members expressing 
an eagerness to get actively started 
in such work without further delay. 
Such groups as the United Actors 
War Activities Committee, the Office 
of Facts & Figures and the Office of 
Civilian Defense had previously been 
approached, but in each case the 
matter ended there. 

The Guild membership has taken 
two specific steps in readiness for 
handling war shows. A schedule of 
the time each member has available 
for such assignments has been drawn 
up. In addition, a separate list has 
been made of all the directors quali- 
fied to handle programs in various 








foreign languages. Latter move is 


preliminary to cooperation with the 
Foreign Language Radio Wartime 
Control, committee of foreign lan- 
guage broadcasters. 





Mrs. Bosworth for Congress 
Hollywood, June 23. 
Mrs. Hobart Bosworth, wife of 
the veteran film player, has filed 
as a candidate for Congress. 
She’s from the 20th district. 


Radio-Music Men Map Defi As Petrillo 


Sets AFM's Aug. l 





RUSSIA DEEP IN HEART 
OF U.S. VIA SONG HITS 


More Russo-American amity, on 
the hoof, of late, is evident via dance 
versions of ‘Two Guitars,’ ‘Dark 
Eyes’ and revivals of ‘Russian Lul- 
laby.’ 

Also, a British waltz hit, ‘Russian 
Rose,’ but not as widely known on 
this side, is getting more intensive 
application from the dance bands. 


Jolson Paid $1 Per Egg, 
But Didn’t Lay Any On 
His Alaska Camp Route | 


Hollywood, June 23. 

















Al Jolson is back from his Alaskan 
tour, having traveled upward of 
4,000 miles in 13 days by plane. He 
averaged 1,200 miles daily and did 
14 numbers per show accompanied 
by his pianist, Martin Freed, He 
paid $1 for each egg he ate, $1.25 
for a bowl of chili. 


While on tour Jolson played from 
two to nine shows daily and trav- 
eled so rapidly by plane that it took 
13 days to cover an area originally 
intended for four weeks, His av- 
erage jump was six hours and the 
longest 13 hours. 


From 20 to 1,500 spectators were 
entertained at performances held at 
Army and Navy reservations. There 
were 300 men at a base hospital. 

Towns visited included Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, Juneau, Nome, McGrath, | 
St. Lawrence, Whitehorse and An- 
nette Islands in addition to military 
bases whose identity is withheld. 

Jolson returned here Friday night | 
(19) highly enthused about the tour | 
and its reception. He said the per- | 
formances lasted from one hour to 
80 minutes, with the boys always | 
demanding more. He always used 2 | 
few numbers that fitted the locale 
in which he found himself. 


‘ABIE’S’ RADIO SUCCESS 
CUES STAGE REVIVAL 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ is likely to be 
revived for the road next season, 
plan being inspired by the popular- 




















ity of the radio version of Anne 
Nichols’ comedy. Air rating of | 


‘Abie’ climbed to such a level that | 


program was extended and is slated | 
into next year. 

‘Abie’ went off the air Saturday 
(20) for a nine-week period, resum- 
ing early in September. At that 


Jukebox Deadline 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
will within the next few days give 
phonograph record and transcription 
manufacturers concrete evidence of 
his intention to halt this type of 
work among the AFM membersnip 
Aug. 1. The present AFM license 
held by recorders expires June 30, 
and instead of the usual year or six 
months’ permit the disc manufac- 
turers are to receive extension li- 
censes good for only one month, or 
up. to July 31. The interim will 
probably be used by phonograph 
record and transcription maker alike 
to stock up on aS many masters as 
possible. 

Over two weeks have passed since 
Petrillo announced at the AFM con- 
vention in Dallas his decision to shut 
down on the use of union musicians 
for the making of recordings, par- 
ticularly those that go into juke- 
boxes, but there has not been the 

(Continued on page 43) 


AFM MAY LEND 
ITS NAME T0 
CARAVAN 


Benny Goodman’s projected band 
‘Caravan’ idea may go out on the 
road under the sponsorship of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Plan is to make the tour a band in- 
dustry affair, thereby adding to its 
importance while throwing a spot- 
light on the AFM, which heretofore 
has not been concerned, as an ore 
ganization, in any of the relief ef- 

(Continued on page 55) 











Army’s War Show Very 
Timely for Americans 
On the Home Front Now 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

Tobruk has fallen to the Axis. 
Sevastopol totters. The Japs are 
crawling onto the Aleutians. In view 
of all this, and in light of the fact 
that the U. S. Army will probably 
play a major role in winning back 
these points as stepping stones to 
eventual United Nations victory, the 
Army-produced War Show, currently 
at Franklin Field here for a one- 
week stand, must be reckoned the 
No. 1 show business venture of the 
year—if not the topper for all time, 

After a four-day break-in in Balti- 

















Sea ee 


wr 
ee 


ke i 


2 ao 


4 fr en rn ion tem at came pion mire gag magento 


RT oe 








time the third act of the play will | more last week, the War Show bowed 
be reached. It is expected to be fol- | into the U. of Pennsylvania’s stadium 
lowed by a sequel to ‘Abie’ which | Saturday (20), a showmanly, thril- 
Miss Nichols originally proposed for | lirg, rousing lesson in warfare, with 











the stage. | (Continued on page 49) 
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Hornblow Sees War's Limitations 


Pushing H'wood to Use Vision 





By MORI KRUSHEN 

Film producers will move further 
away from the David Belasco school 
of realism than ever before, as re- 
sult of Government set ceilings and 
other limitations, according to Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr., in New York for two 
weeks prior to returning to the Coast 
to start production on his first film 
under the Metro banner. Because 
of wartime restrictions on talent and 
sets, producer Horn>low believes 
that a new era of experimentation is 
getting under way in Hollywood, an 
era which will result in the pre- 
dominance of imaginative rather 
than realistic writing, setting and 
photography. 

Said Hornblow, in substantiation 
of his conviction that ‘Belasco real- 
ism’ in films is a thing of the past, 
‘Orthodox methods in film produc- 
tion today are not only unpatriotic— 
they’re unfashionable, Picture pro- 
duction has been largely influenced 
by the legitimate theatre since its 

(Continued on page 34) 





BIDU SAYAO 


SCREEN TESTING 
IN FALL 


Bidu Sayao, Met lyic soprano, will 
be screen tested by both Paramount 
and RKO when appearing with the 
San Francisco Opera Co. this fall. 
RKO is desirous of making ‘Carmen’ 
with her but Paramount became in- 
terested when approached and want 
to test her also. 

RKO also wants her for a musical 
role in some of the Latin-American 
films they plan to make. Miss Sayao, 
a Brazilian, is considered one of the 
best actresses on the operatic stage 
besides being one of the world’s top 
flight lyric-coloratures. 


Barbara Hutton’s Butler 
Badly Beaten Sat. Nite 


In Errol Flynn’s Home 


Hollywood, June 23. 


Eric Hadler, Barbara Hutton's 
butler, was in Hollywood hospital 
with a possible skull fracture; Errol 
Flynn was incommunicado, save 
through studio sources, and Jim 
Fleming, Flynn’s standin, had friends 
anxiously hovering about the dis- 
trict attorney’s office as result of a 
brawl in Flynn’s home Saturday 
night (20). Warners praisery claims 
Fiynn had retired when the fight 
allegedly between Hadler and Flem- 
ing, took place around 4 a.m. Had- 
ler had been loaned to Flynn for 
the evening. 

One version had it that Fleming 
struck him without provocation. 

(Continued on page 46) 


List Bergen’s $282,000: 














RKO Toppers’ Salaries 





Philadelphia, June 23. 
Among the 1941 salaries reported 
by the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission (recently moved here from 


Washington) last week, are the fol- 


lowing for persons connected with 
the entertainment industry: 

Edgar Bergen, $282,000 from 
Standard Brands; George J. 
Schaefer, president of RKO, $103410, 


plus a weekly expense account of 


$250; Joseph I. Breen, production 
manager of RKO, $104,000, and the 
following RKO execs, Ned E. De- 
pinet, $78,350, and N. Peter Ratho- 
von, $26,612. 


Van Druten’s Film Chore, 





Has No Play in Mind 


John Van Druten arrived in New 
York last week from the Coast, 
He'll be east a month or more, 
working on the script of a picture 
for Edmund Goulding. 

He’s not known to have any plans 
for a legit play. His last work seen 
on Broadway was last winter’s ‘Soli- 
taire.’ : 





+ 


Horrors, 20th Too 


Hollywood, June 23. 

For the first time, 20th-Fox 
goes in for horror drama with 
‘Buried Alive,’ with the first 
shovelful slated for June 29. 

Understood the idea was in- 
spired by John Barrymore's will, 
which expressed a dread of liv- 
ing interment. 


Unions Petition Against 
Big Leagues’ Color Line 


Washington, June 23. 

Unions are putting pressure on the 
President’s Committee on Fair Em- 
ployment Practice to open the doors 
of major league ball clubs to Negro 
players. Judge Kenesaw Mountain 
Landis is also being bombarded with 
petitions demanding that the big 
league abolish the color line. Huge 
Auto Workers Union is the latest to 
enlist in the campaign. Besides end- 
ing discrimination, petitioners de- 
‘clare it would help the Government 
| by swelling amusement taxes col- 
lected at the boxoffice. 

President’s Committee, headed by 
Dr. Malcolm MacLean, has been 
concerning itself with unfair labor 
practices uncovered in industrial es- 
tablishments concerned with the 
war effort. Stated at the Commit- 
tee’s offices that, until this work is 
completed, Committee has no time 
to consider the problems of profes- 
sional sport. 




















+ Julius and Phil Epstein 
Now Co-Producers at WB 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Writing team of Julius and Philip 
Epstein has been upped to the status 
of co-producers at Warners, with 
their first producing job still to be 
decided. Julius has been scripting 
on the Burbank lot since 1934 and 
Philip since 1938. Among their 
screenplays are ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ completed and awaiting re- 
lease, and ‘Casablanca,’ currently 
before the lenses. 
Elevation of the Epsteins is in 
keeping with the studio policy to 
make producers out of scribes. 
Predecessors in that respect are 
Mark Hellinger, Jerry -Wald and 
Robert Buckner. 








DIPLOMA BY PROXY 


Fort Worth, June 23. 
Virgil Gates of Denton, 30 miles 
from here, has left for Hollywood to 
present a Denton High School diplo- 
ma to his daughter, Nancy Gates, of 
pictures, 

Given a part in ‘Here We Go 
Again,’ Nancy was unable to come 
back home to Texas for the com- 
mencement. 














It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 








BAUER, GUITRY 
AND OTHER 
‘ARYANS 


By J. D. RAVOTTO 
(Ex-‘Variety’ Correspondent in Paris) 


New York.| 





Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Well, well! The Nazis have finally 
caught up with the rest of the world 
in Giscovering that the great French 


picture and legit thesp, Harry Bauer, 
is a Jew. A dispatch from Stock- 
holm, attributed to the Svenska 
Dagbladet, reveals that Bauer was 
arrested in Berlin three weeks ago 
for forging an ahnpass—‘a certificate 
of ancestry.’ The dispatch added 
that a film produced by Tobis, 
starring Bauer and costing 2,000,000 
reichsmarks to produce; had been 
destroyed. 

Just for record, I would like to 
briefly sketch the way the Nazis fine- 
combed all Frenchmen of question- 
able race antecedents when they 
took over the French ship of state. 

Every French personality in the 
entertainment, -artistic and pyrofes- 
sional world was investigated. Sacha 


(Continued on page 18) 





Schnozzes’ 21st Anni 


Jimmy and Jeanne Durante cele- 
brated their 2lst wedding anniver- 
sary last Friday (19), although she is 
on the Coast, while he was called to 
New York again because of the seri- 
ous illness of his sister, who is under 
treatment at the Wyckoff Heights 
hospital, Brooklyn. 

Mrs. Durante’s maiden name was 
Olson, which she used on the stage 
when a professional. 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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tote tosoes 


This has been a hectic week for me. I’ve been working like mad lining 
up the show for my opening at Loew's State on the 25th. I've tried out so 
many new gags on my friends, they're calling me ‘Pepe Le Joke-o’... | 
really like working at the State. I've played there so many times, when.- 
ever I forget a line....the ushers prompt me....The ushers are very 
polite at this theatre. If you are feeling tired, they carry you to your 
seat piggy-back. 

My mother has been working very hard too..she has three laugh re- 
hearsals a day....My mother won't forgive herself for the blunder she 
made the other day....she accidentally laughed at another comedian’s 
jokes....What I like about the State is the elaborate dressing room they 
always give me....a hammock, with cuffs....Al Rosen the manager, payed 
me a lovely compliment. He said: ‘Milton, you sure have a lot of talent 
....0n the bill you you!’,...Jack (Baldy) Zero, who will work for me 
during my engagement, celebrated the occasion by going out and buying 
a new scalp....To celebrate my opening, I bought Ruby Zwerling and his 
orchestra music stands with special compartments for racing forms. 

To pay the salaries of the various stooges I will use, I am putting a pin 
ball machine in my dressing room. 

They tell me when I! open at the State I'm a cinch to break the house 
record....at the Paramount. 

For my first appearance on Broadway in two years I’m using a new kind 
of glamourizing makeup....‘Shapiro’s Shineola,’ 6%....Decided to break 
the show in so I took it to Loew’s Pitkin for a night. The critics were 
very nice to me there, they gave my performance three and a half meat- 
balis....They love me in Brooklyn....One woman in the audience laughed 
so hard....she dropped her ‘Lil Abner’ book....One girl came backstage 
and asked me to give her an autograph....on her halavah, 

Wanting a little relaxation, I went to Aqueduct racetrack. I saw my 
white shorts hanging from the flagpole....they got my shirt the year be- 
fore....Who said those tote machines are Mutual....they keep every- 
thing....1 saw a very unusual thing there. One tout was picketing 
another tout for betting with his own money. (From the picture, ‘Tout- 
ward Bound.’) It was so hot there, the frankfurters took their skins off 
and sat around in their meat....Walked down to the paddock to look the 
horses over, and one nag leaned over to me said: ‘If you're going to put 
anything on my nose, put Kleenex, I’ve got such a nasty cold!’....Put a 
bet down on a nag and he took so long coming in, the jockey’s wife 
divorced him for desertion....Put a bet down on another horse and was 
he conceited. When the race ended in a photo finish, he grabbed the film 
and wouldn’t allow it to be shown....until it was retouched. 

Met a very unusual fellow at the track. After losing on a race, not once 
did he say, ‘I shoulda bet on Cruisbine!’ (Attention Ripley). The track 
had a new innovation for people who are cleaned out. Upon leaving, they 
give you a ‘Zoot-Barrel’ to wear....But all in all it was a very successful 
day for me. I found a BMT transfer and didn’t have to walk home. 

Rose bright and early the next morning and was greeted by something 


we never have in California....RAIN!....Dressed in a hurry, not having 
a jiffy to dress in, and took a walk to the Central Park Zoo. The rain 
was coming down so hard the seals were wearing sou’westers....Looked 


around the zoo and noticed there wasn’t one wolf....what girl would go 
out on a day like that....Strolled around a bit and saw Broadway Rose 
giving diving lessons to gophers in the horse trough....quite a job telling 
Rose apart from the gophers....Ran into Tommy Manville who showed 
me an asbestos checkbook he now carries so that he won’t get too burned 
in that department anymore....Boy, was that rain coming down by now. 
{ crossed the street against the lights, and a cop in a canoe gave a ticket. 
(Canoe imagine that!) 


Horace Heidt Dressed Down By Omaha 








His Gags Peeve Nebraska City—Not a Frontier 
Outpost Says Protest to Tums 


+ istheitdasibteiniien 
Omaha, June 23. 
Omaha Chamber of Commerce 
has taken official notice of what it 
calls an ‘unfavorable’ impression 
given of the.city in a nationwide 
Tums-sponsored radio broadcast 





Not the Type 





Hollywood, June 23. 
Notice has been sent around to 
agencies asking the 10%ers to 


submit character players fre- from here during the recent Horace 
sembling Hangman Reinhard Heidt engagement at the Orpheum 
Heydrick for a role in ‘Com- theatre. C. C. Buchanan, chairman 
mandoes’ (Columbia). of the publicity committee of the 

So far there are no candi- chamber, says he protested to the 
dates. sponsors of Heidt’s program in part 








as follows: 





‘On Monday evening, June 1, the 
Horace Heidt show was broadcast 
from Omaha. Now, Omaha is al- 
ways grateful for nationwide pub- 
licity, Sut this particular broadcast 
was not representative of Omaha or 
favorable to it. Imagine how 225,000 
Omahans reacted to these lines: 
‘Omaha has a big stockyard—I got 
wind of it soon after I arrived!’ 
‘The Missouri River likes Omaha. 
Each year it comes up and takes 


Bway Assn Wants 
Big Grid Games To 











ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello are the vitamins which pep up ‘Rio 

Rita’... As a result of their crazy antics, the film turns out to be 

first-rate harum-scarum slapstick—WILLIAM BOEHNEL, New 

York World-Telegram. 

Universal Pictures Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 

















Hypo N. Y. Biz 


Move to transfer several of the 
major college football games from 
Yale, Princeton and West Point to 
New York this fall, coincides with 
drive by Mayor LaGuardia, Gov- 
ernor Lehman and prominent in- 
dustrialists to bring defense plants 
into the city in an effort to lighten 
the doldrums in the ‘Forgotten City 


of World War II,” relieve unemploy- 
ment here, estimated at 400,000, and 
hypo show business. 

The Broadway Association is ne- 
gotiating with college graduate man- 
agers to bring big league football to 
the Yankee Stadium and Podlo 
Grounds. Figures have been com- 
piled showing that the greatest foot- 
ball audience in America is centered 
in the New York metropolitan area, 
the largest proportion of those at- 
tending the games coming from 
here. Figuring also in the discus- 
sions is likelihood that attendance 
at college football games, if held in 
the usual places, will be curtailed 

(Continued on page 34) 





out a couple of bridges! Beyond 
the fact that we do have a stock- 
yards and a river, both statements 
are false! 

‘Father Flanagan appeared on the 
show and did a commendable job 
for Boys Town and naturally we 
were quite pleased with that...A 

(Continued on page 20) 


RCAF Technical Film 
Advisor Held in L. A. 
For Illegal Entry 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Lieut. Owen Cathcart-Jones, the 
Royal-Canadian Air Force’s technical 
advisor on Warner’s ‘Captains of 
Clouds’ is being held in county jail 
following his arrest last Thursday 
(18) by immigration authorities on 
charges of illegally entering this 
country. 

Records in the case are held ‘con- 
fidential’. Flier’s wife is the former 
Sharon Hurley, of the local Floren- 
tine Gardens revue. 
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-HWOOD HOARDING SCRIPTS 





Strong War Keynote in This and Next 
Year's Crop of Pictures; Credit Many 


Fins With Stimulating Enlistments 





Extent to which Hollywood pro- 
duction schedules have been influ- 


enced by the war is indicated in the 
number of features made within the 
past year, plus those on immediate 
shooting schedules, of major com- 
panies, either in furtherance of the 
war effort, based on war themes or 
in some way of assistance in im- 
ressing the public with war prob- 
ems. 

In many cases increased enlist- 
ments in specific areas, in various 
branches of the armed forces, have 
been traced immediately to the 
showing of pictures with a war 
background. While, in many other 
instances, results could not be traced 
directly to the influence of any spe- 
cific film, government officials have 
acknowledged the cumulative over- 
all effect of the screeri as a morale- 
building and informative agency. 

Among pictures credited with in- 
fluencing enlistments are ‘Sergeant 
York,’ going into general release 
July 4, and ‘Winning Your Wings,’ 
Warners’ government short with 
Jimmy Stewart. Reports from en- 
listment centers are that a rush of 
enlistments followed showing of 
these and other war pictures. 

Aside from Victory shorts pro- 
duced by the Government and the 
26 Mellett shorts on the shooting 
schedules, the industry has approxi- 
mately 100 war-backgrounded pic- 
tures released within the past year. 
or being readied for production. 
With lists for coming season not yet 
complete, showing will be even 
etronger. 

Some of the productions are in the 


(Continued on page 23) 


SAM GOLDWYN TESTING 
VAUDER LUBA MALINA 


Luba Malina, nitery and vaude 
Russe comedy warbler, has been 
shipped to the Coast by Sam Gold- 
wyn.-for screen tests. She recently 
was in ‘Priorities of 1942,’ Clifford 
C. Fischer’s vaude show at the 46th 
Street theatre, N. Y. 

Miss Malina is being considered by 
Goldwyn for a role in the new Bob 
Hope picture, temporarily titled, 
*‘They’ve Got Me Covered.’ Gal is 
also being sought for the lead op- 
posite Hope, Goldwyn being desir- 
ous of using a newcomer. His New 
York office has been giving the 0.0. 
to potentials for the past several 
months. 


Bob Hope Exhausted By 


Intensive Camp Tour 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Physically exhausted, Bob Hope 
is back from a tour covering 100 
Army-Navy camps in 10 weeks. 
Hope traveled 50,000 miles, enter- 
tained 2,000,000 service men and 
also golfed at some three dozen ex- 
hibitions for the Red Cross, Army 
and Navy Relief organizations. His 
last golfing was in the Bobby Jones 
match in Chicago. 

Hope’s appearances reportedly sold 
more bonds than any other per- 
former on tour. Jerry Colonna stuck 
throughout. 

Comedian’s return was kept a 
secret so as to avoid further strain. 


Lastfogel to Coast 


Abe Lastfogel pulled out last night 
(Tuesday) for the Coast, where he 
will remain for two weeks before 
returning to N. ¥. and his USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., executive duties. 

The William Morris agency exec 
had started west last week, but was 
recalled from Chicago Thursday (18) 
by the death in N. Y. of the mother 
of Frances Arms (Mrs. Lastfogel). 





























Jive At 8 A.M. 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

A pre-breakfast swing session 
beginning at 8 am. is provided 
at Lou’s Germantown Bar, lat- 
est musical bar to be opened’ by 
Lou Lantos here. 

The innovtion is for defense 
workers who stop off for a 
couple of quickies after knock- 
ing off from the midnight to 8 
a.m. shift at the many war plants 
in the area. 











Efrem Kurtz Leaving 
Ballet, Might Become 
WB Music Classicist 


Efrem Kurtz has resigned as con- 
ductor of the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo after nine years at its helm 
and will devote himself to appear- 
ing as a conductor with leading 
symphony orchestras. He makes his 
first of seven appearances at Lewi- 
sohn Stadium July 16 with Marian 
Anderson as soloist. 

Kurtz is carrying on negotiations 
with Warner Bros., to be musical 
supervisor of any musical made with 
a classical background. 


BING’S $50,000 TRUST 
FUNDS FOR HIS 4 SONS 


Hollywood, June 23. 


Bing Crosby has created trust 
funds totalihg $200,000 for his four 
sons, 

He filed a Superior court applica- 
tion to make John O’Melveny, his 
personal attorney, guardian of the 
estates. 

Cary Crosby, Bing’s eldest, made 
his screen debut in ‘Star Spangled 
Rhythm.’ He did a scene with his 
father, and then impersonated Bing 
singing ‘Apple For the Teacher.’ 


So. Cal. Tops $2,000,000 
Mark in War Bond Sales 


Los Angeles, June 23. 

Film theatres of Southern Cali- 
fornia sold war bonds and stamps to 
the amount of $2,043,815.70 during 
the period beginning March 1 and 
ending June 13, according to figures 
released by Dave Bershon, chairman 
of the Southern California Theatre 
Division, War Savings Staff, U. S. 
Treasury Department. 

Largest single factor in the sale 
was the community tie-up in San 
Luis Obispo last month with the 
opening of the Fremont theatre, re- 
sulting in a bond and stamp return 
of $1,010,000. 


JEAN HERSHOLT ON DECCA 


Other Items Cut By Gracie Fields, 
Hildegarde, Frances Langford 
Jean Hersholt, who has translated 
quite a number of Hans Christian 
Anderson’s fairy tales from the 
Danish, made the first of two record 
albums for Decca, narrating a chil- 
dren’s tale, not of the Anderson 

idiom. 

Other quick in-and-outers for 
Decca, waxing intensively before 
heading for Hollywood or elsewhere, 
are the four sides Kenny Baker is 
doing this week, before going to the 
Coast next Monday; four more by 
Gracie Fields (who sells big in Eng- 
land); the ‘By Jupiter’ (Rodgers and 
Hart) album which Hildegard waxed 
(four sides) before opening in a 
Cleveland nitery; pops by Frances 
Langford, before she returned to the 
Coast. Of Baker’s quartet, two are 
excerpts from Irving Berlin’s ‘This 
Is the Army’ score, 























+ 


FILMS LOOK 
TO oHORTAGE 


Over 600 Writers Now Toil- 
ing at Studios to Circum- 
vent Threatened Famine 
Developing Via Scribes 
Going Into War Service 








CALLING THE GALS 





Holiywood, June 23. 

Virtually helpless to combat either 
the talent shortage or the materials 
shortage, both developing rapidly as 
a result of the war, Hollywood al- 
ready had taken definite steps to cir- 
cumvent a third threatened shortage 
—a famine of rhetoric. 

Although their exodus. has been 
less highly publicized, of course, than 
the departure of thespians into the 
armed forces, writers’ ranks in the 
film capital’ have been decimated in 
recent months, In addition to nu- 
merous enlistments and inductions, 
many writers currently are devoting 
all, or a major portion, of their time 
to work for the various Government- 


(Continued on page 55) 


MARK SANDWICH EAST 
ON RED CROSS PIC IDEA 


Washington, June 23. 
Paramount director Mark Sand- 


rich and scripter Allen Scott are 
due here to huddle with Red Cross 
authorities on a Par war film, which 
is to be one of the Lowell Mellett 
‘suggested’ themes. 

Red Cross is now aiming for cine- 
matic propaganda after being very 
conservative about it heretofore. 


Publicity Quest 


G. Stewart Brown, head of pub- 
lic information for the Red Cross, 
and Joe Weil, film editor for the 
Red Cross, head for the Coast, July 
1, for confabs with Hollywood pro- 
ducers regarding incorporating Red 
Cross sequences in forthcoming pic- 
tures. They will talk with the Hol- 
lywood War Activities Committee 
also while on the Coast. 


The Red Cross plans to produce a 
documentary short scon on its serv- 
ices to the U. S. Armed forces. It 
also has a short in production on 
recruiting of nurses for the Red 
Cross First Reserve. 














‘Effect of Elmer Davis’ OWI on OFF's 
MacLeish and OGR’s Mellett Still 
Conjectural; Fi im, Radio, Press Unity 





Telephone Audition 





Jimmy McHugh and Frank 
Loesser last week got a $4,000 
advance from Southern Music 
Co. on their score for the RKO 
production, ‘Sweet or Hot’ after 
they had sung the numbers over 
the long distance telephone to 
Sid Lorraine, Southern’s profes- 
sional manager. 

The writers were in Holly- 
wood and Lorraine listened in 
New York. 





—-- 


Jane Withers 0.0.’s Juves 
In ‘Best Foot Forward’ 
As Future Film Leads 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 

Jane Withers ended short p.a. tour 
here at Stanley last week, with sev- 
eral additional dates being turned 
down by star’s mother, who figured 
kid could stand a rest more than the 
coin. Young actress only played 
two dates, here and in Philadelphia. 
She returned to New York for a spot 
on Kate Smith’s radio program and 
also a soldier show at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J., and will shove off for 
Hollywood this weekend. 

First of the six pix she’s slated to 
do for Republic in next three years, 
for total salary of $225,000, will go 
before the cameras next month. Miss 
Withers said Herb Yates, president 
of Rep, told her to look at some leaa- 
ing men possibilities for herself in 
N. Y., and she mentioned several in 
‘Best Foot Forward’ she wants to 
once-over before heading home 
again, 


John Ford Earns Wound 
Stripe At Midway Blitz 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Commander John Ford, former 
Academy prize winner as a director, 
stopped off in Hollywood for a few 
days to nurse a flesh wound sus- 
tained while shooting a picture for 
the Navy during the Battle of Mid- 
way Island. 

Now attached to the Office of Co- 
ordinator of Information, Ford left 
for Washington to show his footage 
to the Navy Department. 




















Hollywood, June 23. 
In the good old days, way back 
before Dec. 7, 1941, when every- 
thing was free-style and an auditor 


coat, Hollywood was too busy 
making money to bother about sav- 
ing it. Strictly according to whim, 
the boys did what they wanted, 
where they wanted and when they 
wanted to. 

But Uncle Sam, the Big Guy in the 
congress gaiters, is in charge now 
and the result is that Hollywood’s 
doing things it never thought its dig- 
nity could survive. And it’s finding 
out that, after all, there’s something 
to be said for horse sense. 

For example, in the matter of 
those location jaunts now going on, 
don’t be alarmed if the word goes 
out that Hollywood has gone huck- 
ster, or that it’s halfway into the 
feed and grain business. If and when 
this happens, it'll all be due to an 
arrangement with the Office of De- 
fense Transportation, which has de- 
creed that empty trucks cannot run 
on the nation’s surviving rubber. 

Therefore, if a film company wants 
to bring its trucks back from loca- 

(Continued on page 54) 





was just another guy in an alpaca} 


Bring-Back-a-Load Dictum to Film 
Cos. May | Mean Radishes or Rail Ties | 





building a script show which would | 
|star Lionel Barrymore. 
The agency recently obtained an 


radio services. 


SCHILDKRAUT DENIES 








Joseph Schildkraut flatly contra- 
dicts a report from the Coast that 
he would play the part of Pepe in 
Paramount’s filmization of ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls.’ Actor is cur- 
rently starring in the click drama, 
‘Uncle Harry,’ at the Broadhurst, 
N. Y., and owns a substantial slice 
of the production. ‘I will positively 
not leave ‘Uncle Harry’ for a film 
or anything else now or later,’ he 
said yesterday (Tuesday). ‘“There’s 
nothing to it” ~ 

Paramount approached him for 
the part, 
some time ago, he added. 





Washington, June 23. 

What coordination of Federal 
war information agencies means to 
the radio and motion picture trade 
remained conjectural this week, 
with Elmer Davis still making 
studies to find out where the propa- 
ganda, moraie-building, withhold- 
ing-secret-information, and fact-dis- 
pensing activities have been either 
a disappointment to Government 
people or a cause for complaint 
from the variots media. 

The only obvious change in the 
whole setup during the first week 
of Davis’ tenure is the use of the 
name ‘Office of War Infor: ation’ 
to replace the Office of Government 
Reports and the Office of Facts and 
Figures. Former CBS commenta- 
tor is making haste siowly, promis- 
ing to make a close examination of 
existing machinery past policies, 
and the payroll before trying any 
reforms. 

With many problems demanding 
the fastest poss ble action, Davis 
promised on taking office Wednes- 
day (17) that the new agency will 
er‘leavor ‘to get out as much news 
as possible, as speed''ty as possible, 
as accurately as_ possible.’ He 
wouldn’t forecas: any reforms or ree 

(Continued on page 25) 


BENNY GOODMAN INTO 
POWERS MODEL FILM 


Benny Goodman and his band go 
into the filmusical based on John 
Robert Powers’ book on the modele 
ing business. Titled ‘Powers Girls’ 
the picture goes into productfon in 
late August on the Coast and is to 
be produced by Charles R. Rodgers 
for United Artists release. Alan 
Dwan directs. 

Goodmans’ last film work was in 
RKO’s ‘Syncopation,’ without his 
band. Outfit worked with him, how- 
ever, in previous work in ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1937’ and ‘Hollywood 
Hotel,’ 























| ‘Offering Lionel Barrymore) | 


A & S Lyons talent agency is 


option from the film name for his || 


HE’S SET FOR PAR PIC: 





but he turned it down | 
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Army Production Unit Has Grown 
From Five Film Men to Hundreds 


+ 


The Army’s Training Films Pro- 
duction Unit, currently getting itself 
settled in its new quarters at the 
former Paramount studios in Astoria, 
L. I., presents a plenty different pic- | 
ture from three years ago. Col. Mel- 
vin E. Gillette's staff of three enlisted 
men and two civilian cameramen has 
grown into the hundreds, and the 
former Ku Klux Klan hall, weather- 
beaten and rickety, some 10 miles 
from Fort Monmouth in the Jersey 
scrub, has grown to block-long and 
completely modernized studios less 
than a half-hour from Times Square. 

The exact number of men in Col. 
Gillette’s command now is a military | 
secret. But that it is gargantuan in 
comparison with the original five is 
evident from the fact that the staff 
includes almost 100 officers and-men 
drawn from Hollywood alone. And 
the four or five reeis a year produced 
before the Selective Service Act was 
passed has become a reel a day. 

Former Hollywoodites now work- 
ng at Astoria include Major Robert 
ea Warners producer; Major Rob- 
rt H. Presnell, writer; Major Paul 
E Sloane, Paramount director; Capt. 

erbert L. Bregstein, film editor of 

(Continued on page 20) 








' Dad Was That Way, Too 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Will Rogers, Jr., second lieutenant 
on the reserve list, joined the Army 
as a private rather than wait any 
longer to be called for active duty 
as a commissioned officer. Son of 
the late cowboy humorist had been 
on the reserve roster since his ROTC 
days at Stanford university. 

Meanwhile, Rogers has been draft- 
ed as a candidate for Congress in 
the Beverly Hills district by~- the 
Democratic party. His neighbors 
will conduct his political campaign. 





Studio Can’t Charter 
Buses to Move Actors; 


Order Also Hits Bands. 


Hollywood; June 23. 

Chartering of buses by film studios 
for the carrying of players and crew 
members is out, according to the of- 
ficial interpretation of Office of De- 
fense Transportation Order No. 10. 
That was the dictum of Roy Long, 
regional ODT director, after a meet- 








COMBINE FOUR 
~ WAR DRIVES 
INTO ONE 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Final film industry war drive for 
1942 opens July 7 with a four-way 
ampaign to raise funds for the Navy 
eHef and combined China, Russia 
nd Dutch War Reliefs. With Jacob 
I. Karp as chairman, a committee 
of 25 studio representatives mapped 
plans for the four causes. 
Gontributors will be asked to make 
onations to each cause, or to desig- 
fete how general contributions are 
io be divided. Where no specifica- 
ions are made, the gifts will be split 
Z proportion to the national quotas 
for each fund. 


MUSIC (CANNED) CHARM 
TO SOOTHE ANY PANIC 


To assure diversional entertain- 
ment, even if all electric power is 
shut off, Herman Landwehr, man- 
ager of the Capitol, N. Y., has col- 
lected an array of old-type, hand- 
winding victrolas. 

These will be spotted on the stage 
and in various lobbies throughout 
the house to furnish music. Idea is 
to keep audience calm in the event 
ef a power shutdown. 











Warner Moves Into U. S. 
Army Public Relations 


Albert Warner goes into the U. S. 
Army Bureau of Public Relations as 
a@ major, 

His job as head of CBS Washing- 
ton news bureau passes to Eric 
Sevareid. 


Pvt. Lazar Arranges 
Free Monmouth Show 


A special free show arranged by 
Private Irving Lazar, now stationed 
at Fort Monmouth, Sunday (21), 
dedicated the new amphitheatre at 
the comparatively new Camp Edison 
at Sea Girt, N. J. The theatre, 
planned, conceived and built by 
strictly soldier labor, was christened 
the Queen Mary. 

Acts playing the inaugural show 
were Pinky Lee, Al Parker, Seed 
and Austin, Carole and Sherod, Pow- 
ers Singing Models (3). Joan Brandon 
and Nancy Healy. 

Major Wm. Wyler 
Hollywood, June 23. 

William Wyler, commissioned a 
major in the Air Corps last week, 
 kegeang 3 up his affairs here during 

e next two weeks. 

He then reports to Washington for 
duty. 


ing with picture representatives. 

Order, according to Long, does not 
hit studio-owned buses, but covers 
charters by any person or organiza- 
tion. It will affect traveling bands, 
one-night tours by cowboy stars or 
other film players, and will cramp 
bus chartering for conventions and 
sightseeing tours. Film committee 
reported to Long that the studios 
had equaled or bettered the 25% re- 
ductidn in transportation as ordered 
by law. 





Film Photogs to Train 
Novices for Army Duty 





Hollywood, June 23. 

Training of photographers for 
service in the Army Signal Corps, 
in the school being set up by the 
Academy Research Council, will be 
supervised by Fred Jackman, pres- 
ident of the American Society of 
Cinematographers. 

Government has asked for 200 
trained photographers and 20 mem- 
| bers of ASC, out of a total member- 
|Ship of 175, have volunteered. Others 
| will help Jackman in training new- 
j}comers in a 12-week course, work- 
ing three nights a week. 





Bud Carruthers Carries On 

Pittsburgh, June 26. 
H. M. (Bud) Carruthers, who with 
| his brother Glenn owns and operates 
the Guthrie theatre in nearby Grove 
City, Pa., is carrying on for his son, 
H. M, Carruthers, Jr., who was killed 
recently in a Florida airplane crash 
while serving as an instructor for 
army pilots. 

Enlisted in the air corps, the elder 
Carruthers has just been commis- 
sioned a first lieutenant and has been 
assigned to Steward Field, N. Y. 





Engelhart Honor Man 
Great Lakes, Ill., June 23. 
William Engelhart, 26, New York, 

has been chosen honor man of his 
company, now in recruit training at 
| the U. S. Naval Training Station 
here. Engelhart, former actor in 
| fashion and advertising pix for John 
Powers, New York City, enlisted 
several weeks ago as an apprentice 
seaman, Through a series of apti- 
tude tests given the 130 men of his 
eompany, he has been selected to 
attend one of the Navy’s Service 
Schools upon gradaution from train- 
ing June 20. Engelhart’s wife, Kath- 
erine, remains in N. Y. 








Broadwayites Inte Service 

Clark Robinson,- magazine writer 
ang familiar first-nighter, has been 
commissioned a captain in the army. 
chemical warfare division, assigned 
to Commando corps. He was in the 
tank corps during first World War. 
Robinson trained off 35 pounds to 
enter the service, according to Kel- 
cey Allen, with whom he frequently 
attended Broadway openings. There 
is another Clark Robinson who is a 
seenic designer. 

Joshua Logan, whose last assign- 























WILLIE HOW 
Sixteenth successful week, “Prior- 
ities of 1942” at the 46th Street 


Theatre, New York. 
“Willie Howard, the famous come- 


dian ... a sensation in the ‘Prior- 
ities of 1942’.” 
NICK KENNY, 
Daily Mirror. 


AGVA, Like Equity, 
Sending ‘Variety 
To Soldier Pros 


A special committee, headed by 
Billy Glason and Dave Fox, has been 
formed by the American Guild of 
Variety Artists to service with spe- 
cial comforts members of AGVA 
now in the U. S. armed forces. Like 
the work of a similar committee at 
Equity, the AGVA group will fur- 
nish their members with cigarets, 
soaps, etc., plus a subscription to 
‘Variety’ while they are in uniform. 
| A special service men’s rate has been 
worked out for all professionals in 
the armed forces. 

AGVA’s committee is presently 
checking which members are in 











service and where located. They 
will begin dispensing the favors 
within a week or two. Coin to 


|finance the committee’s work will 
} come via donations. 

Equity inaugurated the scheme to 
keep its uniformed members in touch 
with show business via the ‘Variety’ 
and Equity magazine subscriptions. 
This week the total of Equity mem- 
| bers receiving both papers, plus 
| other items, rose to 361, 
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Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 
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ment was the staging of ‘By Jupiter,’ 
Shubert, N.Y., is entering the army, 
as is Harlan Thompson, Broadway 
and Hollywood author, who pro- 
duced a legit show early this season. 
He has been assigned to the Signal 
Corps, Photographic Division, As- 
toria, L. I. Elbert (Slim) Severance, 
formerly press agent for the Chanin 
theatres and since then in charge 
of advertising and publicity for their 
realty and brewery interests, has 
been commissioned in the Army Air 
Corps. 





37 N. S. S. Personnel In Service 

National Screen Service and _ its 
subsidiary, American Display Corp., 
at present has 137 in nearly every 
branch of the service, overseas and 
stationed at training centers and 
military establishments in every sec- 
tion of the country: 

Joseph Rosenzweig, Carleton E. 
Chupp, Samuel B. Hardy, Edwin E, 
Holcombe, Jack Bagwell, Charles 
Myhand, James W. Wood, France C. 
Groover, Jr., Ernest Roblee, William 
Mancuseo, Robert McElory, James 

(Continued on page 18) 


Navy Officials Huddie 
On Dr. Wessel Film Yarn 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Commander John J. Bergen, aide 
to Secretary Knox, planed back to 
Washington Monday (22) after con- 
ferring with Cecil B. DeMille and 
Dr. Croydon M. Wessel on the Navy 
medico’s heroic story. 

James Hilton is doing a_ short 
novel as the screen treatment of 
the Paramount picture. 











Life of Riley,’ Soldier Revue, Clicks 


Strong At Fort Riley; Tour Planned 





H’wood Fetes War Heroes 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Producers Assn, appointed a pub- 
licity committee to entertain the 16 
United Nations War Heroes who will 
arrive here June 26 on their nation- 
wide tour. Major chore of the com- 
mittee is to line up picture per- 
sonalitigs as entertainers. 

Group consists of Harry Brand, 
George Brown, Walter Compton, S. 
Charles’ Ejinfeld, Alex Evelove, 
Lance Heath, William Hebert, John 
Joseph, Perry Lieber, Lou Smith and 
Howard Strickling. 


Sally Rand Promoting 
Fort Riley Rodeo For 











Soldier Relief Fund. 


| 





Ft. Riley, Kans., June 23. 

Now it’s Sally Rand, rodeo pre- | 
moter. Fan terper pulled into this | 
cavalry post this week with cowboy | 
jeans and boots in place cf her tra- | 
ditional fans and bubble. 
She joined hubby Pvt. Thurkel | 
‘Turk’ Greenough, currently in train- | 
ing at Cavalry Replacement Center, | 
in promoting four-show rodeo for | 
benefit of Ft. Riley emergency re- | 
lief at 4,000-seat Rathert Field in| 
adjacent Junction City next Satur- | 
day and Sunday, June 27 and 28. 


American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 











By RADIE HARRIS 
(Chairman, Entertainment 
Committee) 
When a very striking brunet en- | 
tered the Canteen the other night, a| 
Marine turned to his buddy and re- 





| marked, ‘that dame sure looks like} 


the Duchess of Windsor,’ and then, 
doing an Eddie Horton double take, he 
exclaimed, ‘Holy crow, it is the) 
Duchess of Windsor.’ 

Incidentally, the occasion of her | 
Royal Highness’ visit also occurred 
simultaneously with that of Helen 
Hayes, v.p. of the American Theatre 
Wing. 

‘It’s just the luck of the Irish,’ Miss 
Hayes commented to Brock Pem- 
berton. 

‘I didn’t know the Duchess was 
Irish,, was Mr. P’s quick comeback! 





When Norman Heward was 
drafted last week, it robbed the 
Canteen of one of its most pop- 
ular features. Every Thursday 
night since the spening, ‘he twin 
piano act of Norman and Henry 
Howard was an _ anticipated 
Thursday night event. ' Since this 
twin combe is so identical that, 
if Norman wanted te take a fur- 
lough, he could easily substitute 

(Continued on page 20) 





EBERSON TO DECORATE | 
ASTORIA PLAYROOMS| 


Committee of motion picture trade 
paper publishers, who have under- 


taken to provide equipment and fur- | 
nishings for the recreation room of | 
the Army’s Signal Corps Photo- | 
graphic Center at the former Para- | 
mount studios, at Astoria, last week | 
enlisted John Eberson, the film | 
theatre architect, to supervise the | 
room’s design andedecoration. 

In addition to overseeing the | 
decor, Eberson will also handle the 
adjacent library which is to be 
stocked with books for the several 
hundred men stationed on _ the 
grounds. 

About 75% of the enlisted per- 
sonnel in the Photographic Center 
are from the film industry. 

-Film companies have already 
made cash contributions; also a 
combo radio-phonograph, pingpong 
tables, furniture, etc. 





Cy Bartlett in Europe 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Ellen Drew reveals that her hus- 
band, Major Cy Bartlett, is overseas. 
Her last letter from the former 
screen scripter was postmarked 
London. 





jand plentiful, 





By PVT. MEL ADAMS 
Ft. Riley, Kans., June 23. 

The midwest’s first ambitious 
original soldier revue, ‘The Life of 
Riley,’ brainchild of enlisted men at 
the Cavalry Replacement Training 
Center here, preemed t the CRTC 
War Department theatre recently 
in two shows for 2,200 enlisted men 
and officers. It’s a 65-minute parcel 
of musical comedy and just what the 
Army morale doctors would order to 
entertain a pack of talent-starved 
soldiers after a tough day’s training 
grind. 

‘Life of Riley’ has been tentatively 
set for tour of four midwestern 
cities by Lt. Andrew B. White, spe- 
cial services officer. Show played 
Junction City, just outside this mili- 
tary reservation Monday night, is 
due in Manhattan, Kans., tomorrow 
(24); the Music Hall, Kansas City, 
Mo., Friday and Saturday (26, 27); 
and Topeka, Kans., next Monday 
(29). 

Long on music and comedy, ‘The 
Life of Riley’ is short on dancing. 
Only two terp specialties are spotted. 

(Continued on page 20) 


PHILLY CANTEEN 
IN CLICK PREEM 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

The Philly .wranch of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing Stage Door Can- 
teen held its premiere Saturday 
night ¢20) and from all indications 
the spot is due for a long 
and successful run. The food is good 
the entertainment— 
planned and impromptu—excellent; 
the gals pretty and you just can't 








beat the price. Everything is on 
the house. 
The opening was preceded the 


night before by a donation day for 
the public. It’s the first and only 
gander Mr. and Mrs. John Q. 
Civilian (unless they’re associated 
actively with the Canteen) will be 
allowed to take at the new service- 
man’s rendezvous, beneath the staid 
old Academy of Music. Admish on 
donation day was a package of food, 
carton of cigarets, kitchen  uten- 
sils, or what have you. A _ count 
showed that many persons, most of 
them women, had come with a 
bundle, their pound packages num- 
bering 10,000. The donation day also 
brought celebs from N. ¥., includ- 
ing Helen Hayes, Mrs. Douglas Fair- 


banks, Sr., Antoinette Perry, Bert 
Lytell, Radie Harris, Helen Men- 
cken, Brock Per berton—among 
others. Meyer Davis and his oreh 
gave out with pop and patriotic 
tunes. 


Saturday night saw more than 500 
U. S. soldiers, sailors and Marines 
(Continued on page 20) 


Gives 700 Steel Seats 


Crooksville, O., June 23. 

Fred E. Gross, owner of the Ma- 
jestic, Crocksville, O., has contribut- 
ed approximately 700 all-metal thea- 
tre seats with which the old Brooks- 
ville Opera House, owned by Mr. 
Gross was equipped, to the national 
defense. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


William and J. Fadiman, 
Claude Lanham. 

Henry T. Murdock. 
Edward C, Raftery. 
Grad Sears. 

Sammy Walsh. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Eddie Alperson. 
John Chapman. 
Ned Depinet. 
John Van Druten., 
Vinton Freedley. 
Jean Gabin. 

Dr. A. H. Giannini. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Raymond Klune, 
James Mulvey. 
Sol Schwariz. 
Irwin Shaw. 

Jack Skirball. 

E. R. Sponsable. 
C. W. Thornton. 
Glenn Wallichs. 
Thornton Wilder. 
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- SPLIT FROZEN COIN WITH U.S. 





Film Carriers Decide to Attune 
Shipping Systems to Local Needs 








Following huddles with film ex- 
change and distribution representa- 
tives in N. Y. last week, Film Car- 
riers Assn, at the New York con- 
vention decided compliance with the 
Office of Defense Transportation 
25% mileage cut order, effective 
July 1, should be left to individual 
territories to place in actual opera- 
tion. Exchange reps in different 
territories will work out a formula 
with their carrier representatives, 
and some 32 exchanges were ad- 
vised by the Hays office this week 
te handle shipping, in line with this 
decision and according to local con- 
ditions. 

During confabs in N. Y., it was 
agreed that where one method of 
complying with the ODT order 
might work okay in the Philadel- 
phia area, for instance, different fac- 
tors likely would not make the same 
method workable in the state of 
Texas. Hence it was left to each 
exchange territory to handle the 
situation. 

The ODT order forcing carriers to 
reduce mileage 25% as compared 
with 1941 is foreseen as making 
fewer pickups, shorter trips and us- 
ing smaller trucks in film carrier 
service. It will eliminate ‘callbacks’ 
and all special trips for exhibitors. 

Because of the industry’s desire to 
save on raw film stock by using 
prints longer than usual, per the 
WPB attitude on conservation, ex- 
hibs will be unable to circumvent 
this reduction in delivery service by 
asking distributors to place addi- 
tional prints into circulation. 

New ODT ruling mears that one 
call per day on the film carriers’ 
route will become prevalent. Also 
that it will be difficult to circuit 
prints on close-date bookings where- 
by the distributor was able to ship 
from town to town and give the ex- 
hibitor his show earlier than if the 
print were recalled to the exchange 
for inspection, 

Ultimate result of the reduced 
mileage on film carriers is that it 
will take considerable longer to play 
out dates on a feature. Efficient film 
delivery service presently has en- 
abled theatres to receive prints 
early. Slowing up of playing out 
dates, too, likely will add to the in- 
ventory overhead of ail picture pro- 
ducers, 

Film carrier system in _ recent 
years..has developed.to such a. de- 
gree that shipments to almost any 
account require no more than a 
Single day. In contrast, experience 
shows that shipping by parcel post or 
express required two and three days 
for some theatre accounts. 

Order of the ODT applies to all 
common carriers and is not aimed 
at any particular industry. If the 
film business had been granted any 
exception to the ruling, some 300 
other industries obviously would 
have clamored for similar special 
rules, 


HAROLD LLOYD AND 





RKO CALL IT QUITS 





Hollywood, June 23. 

Harold Lloyd called it quits with 
RKO as a producer Monday (22) 
and checked out, terminating his 
picture-to-picture deal without get- 
ting his third scheduled production 
out of the tentative stage. Story 
Was an untitled <:tudio property. 

Prospective casting difficulties, 
Lloyd stated, made it inexpedient to 
proceed. He leaves Friday (26) for 
the Shrine convention in Chicago, 
then going to New York for a two 
weeks vacation before announcing 
new plans. 

His two pictures for RKO were 
‘Girl, Guy and Gob’ and ‘My Fa- 
vorite Spy,’ (Kay Kyser). 


Yates Back to N. Y. 


Yollywood, June 23. 
Herbert J. Yates, Republic prexy, 
is heading for New York this com- 
ing weekend, 
He has spent tivo months here 
80ing over Republic’s slate for the 
next quarter. 





'D. C. VARIETY CLUB’S 
NEW MOBILE CANTEEN 


Washington, June 23. 

Soldiers on White House detail, 
and guarding the bridges and im- 
portant approaches to the National 
capital, will soon be given hot meals 
from a rolling canteen, presented to 
the Red Cross by Variety Clubs Tent 
No, 11. 

Presentation was made by Chief 
Barker Vincent Dougherty and Rudy 
Berger of Loew’s, latter head of 
club’s Welfare committee. Canteen 
cost $2,000 and was presented at the 
Capitol with appropriate ceremonies. 


FIND PIX THEY 
WANT IN DARK 


Los Angeles, June 23. 
Film customers in the dimout 
areas along the southern California 
shore are attending their favorite 
theatres, nabe and first run, and de- 


positing about the same amount of 
coin they did when the marquees 
were all ablaze with picture names. 
Operators in the beach regions re- 
port a steady night trade, but a 
slight drop in afternoon business, 
which they can’t explain. They had 
expected a falling-off in night trade 
and an increase in matinees. It is 
one of those human vagaries that 
keeps an exhib guessing. 

One operator figured, out that the 
dimout of neon signs on restaurants, 
shows and other establishments in 
the vicinity of his theatre made 
everything even and disproved the 
theory that picture fans are attracted 
by brilliant lights. 


GOETZ HOSTS ZANUCK 
WITH STUDIO DINNER 


Hollyw ood, June 23. 


Darryl Zanuck was honored by 
| William Goetz 20th-Fox v.p. with a 
studio dinner Monday night (22), 
| meeting 200 members of the 20th- 
Fox personnel. Zanuck’s speech was 
sub rosa, because his mission abroad 
dealt with- the war. He compli- 
mented Goetz on the conduct of the 
studio during his absence. 

Zanuck’s meetings with Spyros 
Skouras, Tom Connors and Hal 
Horne have been postponed till next 
Monday. 




















-Skouras, Connors to Coast 


Spyros Skouras, Tom Connors and 
Hal Horne, 20th-Fox executives leav- 
ing for the Coast on Friday (26) to 
look over new product and outline 
campaigns for forthcoming releases, 
will be met in Chicago by Tony 
Muto, Washington representative for 
Fox Movietone newsreel. 

Muto presently is acting as sort 
|of liaison man between Darryl Zan- 
fuck and capital affairs since the 
20th-Fox production chief now 
spends so much time in Washington. 





Grad Sears’ 21-Year-Old 
Girl in WB Press Job 


Report that Grad Sears might re- 
turn to Warner Bros. was laughed 
off Monday (22): by the United Art- 
ists distribution v.p., with the ex- 
planation that it was his 21-year-old 
daughter and not he who had become 
associated with WB. Sears’ daugh- 
ter, Pat, has joined the company’s 
press department in New York for 
some practical experience. She will 
return to Smith College in the fall. 

Sears and UA prexy Ed Raftery 
leave New York Friday (26) for sev- 
eral weeks of huddles on the Coast. 











$40,000,000 PI 
FUND IN BRITAIN 


Industry Toppers Negotiat- 
ing with Washington and 
London Officials — Gov- 
ernment Would Get 50%, 
or More, in Taxes If Money 
Dislodged for Use Here, 
and Could Use Credits 
Abroad to Finance War 
Services 





—_— ~~ 


BERNSTEIN IN CONFABS 





Film industry leaders have been 
holding sessions in New York for 
the past two weeks taking up ne- 
gotiations with Washington and Lon- 
don official quarters for unfreezing 
over $40,000,000 picture coin in Great 
Britain. Chances are reported strong 
that the U. S. Government will 
shortly take over the coin, and make 
virtually the equivalent available in 
American funds to film producers 
due to several important considera- 
tions. 

First is that Uncle Sam becomes a 
partner in any money American pic- 
ture companies receive, since most of 
the majors figure they will pay ap- 
proximately 50% of it to the U. S. 
Treasury in taxes. Another con- 
sideration is that the Government 
can now make use of the frozen 
credits overseas for expenditures in 
connection with war services. 

Will Hays, Nick Schenck, George 
J. Schaefer and other industry top- 
pers have been going over details in 
recent weeks, one session being held 
Monday (15) and another was set 
for Monday (22). Figuring in the ne- 
gotiations also is Sidney Bernstein, 
of the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion. 

Hays was slated to leave for Wash- 
ington yesterday (Tuesday) then go- 
ing to the Coast to advise studio 
heads what they may expect. It 
carried 


through successfully, un- 
freezing of coin will give added im- 
petus to Hollywood production 


schedules, especially insofar as RKO, 
United Artists and independent pro- 
ducers are concerned, while also in- 
creasing the cash financial position of 
other majors as well. 


(Odum Lining Up RKO Financing: 
May Guarantee Loans or Mortgage 
Theatres; Outside Deals Simmer 





WILLKIE’S POLITICAL 
PLANS STILL VAGUE 


Wendell L. Willkie, chairman of 
the board of 20th-Fox, may run for 
the governorship of New York state 
but if he doesn’t, he is said to have 


indicated he may dig up a dark horse 
for the race on the Republican side 
of the ticket. 

Willkie, whose N. Y. law firm also 
represents 20th-Fox, represented the 
film companies in the isolationist- 
inspired probe in Washington on 
charges the screen was being used 
as a propaganda medium. He is 
said to have received $100,000 for 
that chore. 


RKO $12,500,000 
PROD. BUDGET 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Following a weekend meeting 
with Charles W. Koerner and Ned 
Depinet, a $12,500,000 production 
budget for RKO for 1942-43 has been 
announced by N. Peter Rathvon. 


Plans are for 37 features, 12 to 14 
of ‘A’ variety. Rathvon said that 
if the budget is curtailed by $1,- 
000,000 this ‘would be pleasing to 
the board,’ 

Depinet is planing to New York 
to attend the postponed board meet- 
ing on Wednesday. 

Reports persist that David Sar- 
noff would like to see J. R. Mc- 
Donough back in the studio man- 
agement group. 

Prior to leaving for New York to 
attend the board meeting Wednes- 
day, neither Rathvon nor Depinet 
believed a move will be made then 
to fill the presidency. Depinet will 
set a sales convention date for the 
end of July upon hig arrival, 

















Par, 20th-Fox and 


Metro Charge 


E.M. Loew Chiseled ‘Em On % Pix 





Boston, June 23. 

Three suits were filed here today 
by Paramount, 20th Century-Fox and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer against E. M. 
Loew. Claim is that certain Loew 
theatres, under percentage bookings, 
have been making false reports of 
gross receipts. Plaintiffs are unable 
to state what sums have been chis- 
eled, but believe they are in excess | 
of $50,000. 


Paramount Film Distributing Corp. 
vs. Elias M. Loew,-of Milton, Mass., 
are as follows: 

E. M. Loew’s Theatre, Inc., E. M. 
Loew's, Inc., E. M. Loew Beverly 
Theatres, Inc., Winchester Theatre 
Co., Liberty Amus. Co., Superior Ex- 
hibitors, Inc., Lancaster Theatre Co., 


National Theatre Co. Fitchburg 
Amus. Co., Framingham Theatres 
Co., Capitol Theatre of Sanford, 


Watertown Square Theatre, Inc., 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc. 

It is claimed that E. M. Loew’s 
Theatres, Inc., is owner of all or most 
of the capital stocks and that he con- 
trolled operations. It is claimed the- 
atres leased the pictures from the 
plaintiff on a percentage booking, 
30% of the gross to the distribs. In 
the contract it was agreed that the 
defendant report correct gross re- 
ceipts; the statements to be signed 
by the manager, cashier or other au- 
thorized theatre representative with 
the right of the exhibitor’s represent- 
ative to examine the books and veri- 





Theatres referred to in the suit of | 


fy admissions. That information was 
to be confidential. Attorneys for 

Paramount are Edward F, McClen- 
nan and Jacob J. Kaplan. 

The same kind of suit has been 
brought by 20th-Fox, with the fol- 
|lowing additional defendants added: 
| E. M. Loew Strand in Peabody, Fim- 
| ber Amus. Co., Hollis Operating Co., 
|Inc., and Webster Theatre Corp. 

As a result of information recently 
obtained by the plaintiff, he is in- 
formed, and believes and alleges that 
E. M. Loew and said enterprises and 
theatres have, from time to time and 
on many occasions, furnished to the 
plaintiff fabricated and false state- 
ments of said gross receipts; that 
payments have been made of much 
less amounts than should have been 
paid; that the defendant concealed 
the fact that false reports were 
made, and that the plaintiff discov- 
ered the fact only recently in the 
course of other litigation pending 
between the plaintiff and other de- 
fendants. It is alleged that on or be- 
fore July 23, 1929, Loew and the 
enterprises and theatres entered into 
conspiracy to falsify reports and pay 
less than due. 

The plaintiff asks the court to en- 
join these defendants from disposing 
of or altering books, records and 


papers for accounting of amounts ac- 
tually due for the rental of percent- 
age pictures and a judgment for 
$50,000. 














Financing problems continued to 
absorb attention of RKO directors 


last week following departure of 
George J. Schaefer, whose resigna- 
tion as president has not yet been 
acted upon though he is technically 
no longer prexy. Floyd Odlum is 
still reported uncertain whether to 
raise coin for film production by 
additional mortgaging of RKO the- 
atres or to guarantee bankers for 
loans of the $3,000,000 or more capi- 
tal required to get next season's 
schedule well under way. Both pro- 
posals had been under consideration 
for some time, as also bids for out- 
side operators, such as S. A. Lynch, 
Leo Spitz or Ed Weisl to come in 
with either financing or administra- 
tive organization plans. 

Barring the quick unfreezing of 
some $2,800,000 of RKO’s British 
coin, on which Schaefer had been 
contacting Government officials in 
Washingtoin, downtown financial 
district reports are that Odlum would 
be obliged to consummate either a 
theatre mortgaging deal or negoti- 
ate a loan for RKO. 

Koerner Remains Studio Topper 

Meantime, N. Peter Rathvon re- 
turned from the Coast over the 
weekend after a huddle with Charles 
W. Koerner and Ned Depinet during 
which an understanding was reached 
that Koerner remain in his present 
post as head of studio operations. 
The RKO board meeting scheduled 
for Monday (22) was postponed until 
today (Wednesday) when Rathvon 
will likely make his report on studio 
operations and the production situa- 
tion. 

With Odlum currently away on a 
vacation cruise, realignment of ad- 
ministrative personnel, with im- 
mediate appointment of a successor 
to Schaefer, is considered unlikely. 
Depinet and Rathvon continue to 
figure for the RKO presidency and 
an appointment is expected shortly 
or some time during the RKO sales 
convention planned in July. 

Group including Leo Spitz is re- 
ported interested in making a deal 
with Odlum for his holdings in RKO, 
Steve Lynch was approached by 
Odlum on the Coast several months 
ago with no deal consummated as 
yet. 

The twice-postponed RKO stock- 
holders. meeting was finally held at 
Dover, Del., last Wednesday (17) 
when J. Miller Walker, RKO secre- 
tary, was elected a director replac- 
ing Schaefer on the board. He was 
the only new member elected to the 
directorate, others reelected includ- 
ing Raymond Bill, Depinet, Thomas 
Durell, Frederick L. Ehrman, L. 
Lawrence Green, Millhauser, Rich- 
ard C, Patterson, Jr., Rathvon, John 


(Continued on page 25) 


‘Mcon’ Comes Over UA 


Horizon and Loew-Lewin 
Set Their Partnership 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Association of David Loew and 
Albert Lewin at United Artists is 
reported ending with the release of 
‘Moon and Six Pence.’ Lewin di- 
rected the film over which, it’s un- 
derstood, differences of opinion 
arose between the partners regard- 
ing production. 

Loew has contract for several 
more productions at UA, but is un- 
derstood to have no plans, ‘ 











Miller Aides Cowan 


Hcllywood, June 23. 
Seton I. Miller sas been mamed as- 
sociate director to Lester Cowan 
on ‘Heart of a City.’ Miller is also 
Merle 


writing the screen play. 
Oberon will star. 

Move will leave Ccwan free for 
which rolls 
directing. 


work on ‘Commandos,’ 
July 1 with John Farro-7 
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Industry Leaders Report to Gov't 
On Progress So Far in Conserving 





Raw Film Stock; 257 Cut Certain 


Film industry leaders were in 
Washington yesterday (Tuesday) to 
huddle with Harold Hopper, of the 
motion picture division of the War 
Production Board, and present plans 
made for voluntary curtailment of 
raw film stock and other materials 
in film production. At the same 
time, figures were submitted show- 
ing the extent that use of film and 
other materials has already been cut 
at the studios. 

Curtailment of raw film stock in 
distribution, combined with cuts at 
the studios, is expected to result in 
an overall reduction of 25% in film 
consumption, as compared with 
original Government  intimations 
several months ago that a 50% re- 
duction was expected. Some of the 
majors, such as Metro, have already 
reportedly advised their field forces 
that fewer prints will be available. 

Among those listed attending the 
sessions were Joe Hazen, Barney 

Balaban, H. M. Warner, Eddie Man- 
nix, William Rodgers, Abe Schneider, 
Herman Robbins, Grad Sears and 
Ray Klune. Klune, who represents 
the Film Conservation Committee 
and the Industry Advisory Commit- 
tee on the Coast, came on to New 
York over the weekend, then headed 
for the capital. 
Plans Made in N. Y, 

Prior to leaving for Washington 
major/company execs last week in 
New York discussed plans for fixing 
a ceiling on the number of prints to 
be used in distribution and most of 
them were convinced that a cut in 
both negative and positive stock was 
inevitable if any headway in con- 
serving celluloid was to be made. 
Industry leaders had previously been 
warned that unless they were pre- 
pared to show WPB officials that 
headway was being made, a Govern- 
ment edict arbitrarily limiting film 
would result. 

Majority of the distrib heads con- 
tend that a ceiling on prints would 
be the most effective means of cut- 
ting, with a limit of 300 prints for A 
pictures regarded as sufficient to 
service 11,000 or 12,000 accounts. 
Similarly, a maximum of 200 to 225 
prints for B product and 100 to 125 
prints for C pictures, has also been 
suggested as a means of cutting 
down. 

However, since no uniform formula 
applying equitably to all the major 
distributors could be evolved, each 
oi the companies agreed to prepare 
its own plan showing how conserva- 
tion would be tackled in every indi- 
vidual case. These figures were pre- 
pared and submitted to the Hays 
office Monday (22) for presentation 
to WPB officials yesterday. Each of 
the majors also submitted confi- 
dential figures showing how much 
footage was used in all departments 
during 1940 and 1941, specifying 
separately both foreign and domestic 
prints of features, shorts, newsreels, 
trailers, etc. 





Industry Reports 
Washington, June 23. 

Industry reps here stressed that 
the WPB was not telling the indus- 
try how to curtail and that the 
meeting was primarily for the pur- 
pose of reporting to the Government 
on what has already been done in 
the way of cutting down use of raw 
film stock and other material so that 
Government regulation would not 
become necessary. 

In an interchange of ideas during 
the sessions today, the only new 
proposal advanced, in addition to 
print reductions and studio produc- 
tion cuts already made known in 
New York and Hollywood, was a 
suggestion that film projection be 
slowed down from 90 feet a minute 
to possibly 60 feet, thus saving a 
large volume of film annually. Idea 
is considered impractical, however, 
as it would involve a changeover of 
all projectors, in studios as well as 
theatres, since new sprockets would 
be required. For this purpose an 
estimated 50 tons of steel would be 
required, with the WPB giving no 
teply as to whether such a quantity 
of steel could be made available for 
the purpose. Another objection to 
the idea was that if projectors are 
changed then the present stock of 
films would be rendered useless and 
reissues would have to be abandoned. 

During the huddles various Gov- 
ernment officials spcke on the lum- 
der shortage, tire, tube and rubber 
rationing, chemical shortages and the 
transportation problem as it affected 
all industries, including films. 


$5 ; i 


Technicolor Passes 
Expected 3-Month Divvy 


Technicolor, Inc., directors last 
week failed to declare any dividend 
on the common stock as had been 
expected in financial circles, action 
causing some surprise because un- 
derstood the company had been doing 
well. Technicolor declared and paid 
only 25c thus far this year, while in 
1941 four divvys of 25c each were 
distributed to stockholders. 
Heavier taxes, coupsed with re- 
duced prices for color film to pro- 
ducers in the last 15 months, re- 
portedly have cut into net earnings 
of the corporation. “This is reflected 
in 1941 net income which was $1.05 
per common share, of which $1 was 
paid out in dividends in the past 
year. Cash position of Technicolor 
continued strong as of the close of 
1941, 


‘Desert Song’ Lifts WB 
Summer Lineup to Peak 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Start of ‘The Desert Song’ yes- 
terday (Monday) hoisted the num- 
ber of productions in work at Warn- 
ers to 10, a new summer peak on the 
Burbank lot. 

Others filming are ‘Air Force,’ ‘The 
Adventures of Mark Twain,’ ‘Prin- 
cess O’Rourke,’ ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ ‘Gentleman Jim’ and ‘Casa- 
blanca.’ In the final throes of pro- 
duction, with retakes and whatnot, 
are ‘Now, Voyager,’ ‘George Wash- 
ington Slept Here’ and ‘The Hard 
Way.’ 


Warners’ Escapology 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Escapist entertainment rather than 
technical or dramatic themes is a 
new switch in the Warners program 
of 86 shorts for 1942-43. New briefies 
are going in strongly for comedy, 
sports and music. 

Meanwhile, the Burbank studio is 
continuing its patriotic shorts, based 
on Army, Navy and Victory Produc- 
tion topics. 

















They Keep the Flame 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Katharine Hepburn and Spencer 
Tracy started work yesterday (Mon.) 
as co-starrers in ‘Keeper of the 
Flame’ at Metro. 
George Cukor is director. 


Plenty Film Saving 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Saving of 50% in negative film 
in two high-budget productions 
is reported by Paramount as a 
result ef more thorough rehears- 
ing and, consequently, less re- 
taking. George Marshall, director 
of ‘Star Spangled Rhythm,’ is 
credited with using less than half 
the amount of celluloid consumed 
in his previous picture, ‘The 
Forest Rangers,’ over a compar- 
able stretch of time. 

Mitchell Leisen, currently 
piloting ‘No Time for Love,’ has 
utilized 50% less than he did for 
a similar time in ‘Take a Letter 
Darling.’ 


Decision Friday 
On Par's $100,000 
Payoff to Bioff 


Consolidated trial of the action by 
six stockholders against Paramount 
officers and directors in N. Y. su- 
preme court, seeking return of 
the $100,000 paid to Willie Bioff 
and George L. Browne by the 
defendants ended yesterday (Tues- 
day), after five days proceed- 
ings, Justice Carroll G. Wal- 
ter announced decision will be 
rendered Friday (26). 

Enlisting the testimo: , of past and 
present Paramount officials and di- 
rectors, former supreme court Jus- 
tice Alfred J. Talley, representing 
the plaintiffs, attempted throughout 
to show paymerts to the former 
IATSE labor leaders were made il- 
legally and therefore culpable to the 
corporation by the perpetrators. 
Justice Walter, at the outset, had 
pointed out the stockholders had no 
cause of action unless payments 
made were injurious to the corpora- 
tion and consequently, to the stock- 
holders. He said the question re- 
garding interpretations as bribes or 
extortions, so far as the payments 
were concerned, was for criminal 
courts and not the issue in the pres- 
ent trial. 

Testimony of practically all the 
witnesses questioned by Talley cen- 
tered around Austin C. Keough, 
counsel and v.p. of Paramount, who 
had originally made the payments 
withholding information from Para- 
mount directors until after the in 
dictment of Bioff and “rowne. 


Keough Endorsed by All 


Keough, first on the stand, was 
questioned throughout the opening 
Wednesday session by Talley, whose 
allegations to the payments made to 
Browne and Bioff as bribes drew 
heated corrections from the wit- 














ness, Maintaining the ¢Ompany was 
(Continued on page 27) 





Mellett’s War Newsreel Coverage 
Patterned After Britain's System 





Indications that Lowell Mellett’s 
setup for newsreel coverage will be 





patterned more and more after the 
British newsreel organization is 


seen in recent requests made for full 
data regarding such British handling 
of wartime news. American news- 
reel representatives covered their 
knowledge of British treatment of 
news stories in a special memo 
transmitted to Washington. 

In this, it was pointed out that 
under the lineup used by Great Brit- 
ain newsreelers, latter are placed on 
ships covering battle action. That 
is how the newsreel crews obtained 
pictures of the raid on Madagascar. 
Often they are assigned under sealed 
orders giving the newsreel reps no 
idea as to objectives. No newsreel 
cameramen are permitted on planes 
when taking the place of combat 
personnel. However, outside of 
England and Egypt, in many de- 
tached spots newsreel cameramen 
have flown on combat duty when 
okayed by the commanding officer. 

Regarding whether the British 
government made special stories for 
the newsreels, U.S. report reveals 
they are made but generally are 
rated inadequate. It was pointed out 
that both the Army and Navy in 
Britain have special cameramen of 
their own but most of this material 





is for the record or training pur- 
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poses. Much of it is made available 
for the newsreels, but not much is 
considered acceptable. 

It was reported by the U.S. reels 
also that the British coverage ex- 
tended to permitting newsreel cam- 
eramen to go on Commando raids. 
The reels assign a man to a unit (he 
disappears from all contact with any 
newsreel) and goes into training 
with the Commandos for several 
weeks. Ultimately he participates 
in the raid as a member of the force. 

As to the British authorities fram- 
ing scenes in advance of the actual 
event, it was shown that this seldom 
is practiced. Only where, as with 
the recent Commando raid, the com- 
manding officer is convinced an in- 
telligent story is better than a 
hodge-podge of unrelated incidents, 
are advance scenes staged. 

Theory of American newsreel 
chiefs is that the only worthwhile 
newsreel stories of U.S. forces in the 
war must be obtained by their own 
cameramen or crews under specific 
instructions from newsreel head- 
quarters. That is why they have as- 
signed representatives of all five reels 
(via the roto system of coverage) to 
principal armed forces of U.S. fight- 
ing on virtually all fronts. Big dif- 
ficulty thus far has been to get their 
finished stories released in time to 
be newsworthy and with the maxi- 
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Harmon Tells Coastites That WPB 
Considers the Film Biz ‘Essential 





WPB Lists Field Offices 
That Exhibs May Contact 


The War Production Board has set 
up field offices in all of the 48 states 
where exhibitors and others may file 
applications for priorities or take up 
other matters relating to the WPB. 
Christopher J. Dunphy is chief of 
the Amusements Section, Services 
Branch, of the WPB, with headquar- 
ters in Washington. 


A list of the offices and their ad- 
dresses follow: ~~ - 

Alabama: Birmingham, 301 Phoenix 
bldg. 

Arizona: 
bidg. 

Arkansas: Fort Smith, 13 N. 7th 
st.; Little Rock, 304 Rector bldg. 

California: San Francisco, 1355 
Market st.; Fresno, 314-318 Mattei 
bldg.; Los Angeles, 1031 S. Broadway; 
Oakland, 209 Financia! Center bldg.; 
San Diego, 510 Union bldg.; Sacra- 
mento, Farmers and Mechanics bldg. 

Colorado: Denver, 708 Kittredge 
bldg.; Pueblo, Star Journal bldg. 


Connecticut: Hartford, Phoenix 
Bank bldg.; Bridgeport, 144 Golden 
Hill st.; New Haven, 514 Liberty bldg. 

Delaware: Wilmington, 314 Penn 
bidg. 

Florida: Jacksonville, 730 Lynch 
bidg.; Miami, 701 Congress bldg.; 
Tampa, 901 Wallace So. bldg. 

Georgia: Atlanta, 116 Candler bidg. 


Idaho: Boise, 409 Capital Securities 
bldg. 

Illinois: Chicago, 20 N. Wacker 
drive; Decatur, 308 Standard’ office 
bidg.; Peoria, 2d floor, Alliance bldg.; 
Springfield, 407 Leland office bldg. 

Indiana: Evansville, 8 Koenig bldg.; 
Fort Wayne, 410 Utility bldg.; In- 
dianapolis, Circle Tower bldg.; South 
Bend, 206 City National Bank bldg. 

Iowa: Des Moines, 708 Crocker 
bldg. 

Kansas: Wichita, 1314 Union Na- 
tional Bank bldg. 

Kentucky: Louisville, 
bldg. 

Louisiana: New Orleans, 423 Canal 
bldg.; Shreveport, 916 Giddens Lane 
bldg. , 

Maine: Bangor, 44 Central st.; Port- 
land, 142 High st. 


Phoenix, 406 Security 


200 Todd 


Maryland: Baltimore, 1254 Balti- 
more Trust Co. 
Massachusetts: Boston. 17 Court 


st.; Fall River, 27 S. Main st.; Lowell, 
Sun bldg., 8 Merrimac st.; Spring- 
field, 95 State st.; Worcester, State 
Mutual bldg. 

Michigan: Detroit, 7310 Woodward 
ave.; Grand Rapids, 1004 Michigan 
National Bank bidg.; Iron Mountain, 
400 Commercial National Bank bldg. 

Minnesota: Duluth, 416 Federal 
bldg.; Minneapolis, 326 Midland Bank 
bldg. 

Mississippi: 

ldg. 

Missouri: Kansas City, 508 Mutual 
bldg.; St. Louis, 1131 Paul Brown 
bidg. 

Montana: Helena, 222 Power Block 
Annex. 

Nebraska: Omaha, 501 Grain Ex- 
change bldg 

Nevada: Reno, Saviers bldg. 

New Hampshire: Manchester, 
Amoskeag Industries bldg. 

New Jersey: Newark, Globe bldg.; 
Camden, Broadway Stevens bldg.; 
Trenton, City Center bldg. 

New Mexico: Albuquerque, 103% 
West Central ave. 

New York: Albany, Standard bldg.; 
Brooklyn, 16 Court st.; Buffalo, 212 
Manufacturers and Traders Bank 
bldg.; New York City, Chanin bldg.; 
Rochester, Commerce bldg.; Syra- 
cuse, 302 Starrett Syracuse bidg.; 
Utica, First National Bank bldg. 

North Carolina: Charlotte, New 
Liberty Life bldg.; Raleigh, Sir Wal- 
ter Hotel bldg. 

North Dakota: Bismarck, 14 First 
National Bank bldg. 

Ohio: Canton, 601 Commercial 
bldg.; Cincinnati, 804 Unior Trust 
bldg.; Cleveland, Union Commerce 
bidg.; Columbus, 513 E. Town st.; 
Dayton, 819 3d National Bank bidg.; 


Jackson, 605 ‘Tower 


Toledo, 833 Security Bank bldg: 
Youngstown, 1002 Union National 
Bank bldg. 

Oklahoma: Oklahoma City, 540 


Key bldg.; Tulsa, 435 Kennedy bldg. 
Oregon: Portland, 815 Bedell bldg. 
Pennsylvania: Allentown, 508 

Hamilton st.; Chester, 12-14 East 5th 

st.; Erie, 715 Erie Trust Co. bldg.; 

Harrisburg, 112 Market st.; Johns- 

town, U. S. National Bank blidg.; 

Lancaster, 655 Woolworth bidg.; 

Norristown, Norristown Penn Trust 

Co.; Philadelphia, Broad Street Sta- 

tion bldg.; Pittsburgh, 405 Fulton 





bldg.; Reading, 615 Penn st.; Scran- 
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Los Angeles, June 23. 
War Production Board considers 
the motion picture industry an es- 
sential part of the war effort and 


will keep the film houses of Amer- 
ica open, according to Francis S. 
Harmon, executive vice-chairman 
and co-ordinator of the War Activi- 
ties Committee. Speaking at a con- 
ference of theatre and defense lead- 
ers here, Harmon declared the in- 
dustry has already done a splendid 
job in carrying the message of the 
Government to the public and has a 
further responsibility in continuing 
the good work. 

Other speakers at the meeting 
were Charles P. Skouras and Robert 
H. Poole, co-chairmen of the local 
War Activities Committee; George 
Hijelte, director of the Log Angeles 
Defense Council; Dave Bershon, of 
the War Savings staff, and Rodney 
Pantages, representing the Theutre 
Defense Bureau 


All Set for Hop Off 
With ‘Skyway to Glory’ 


Hollywood, June 23. 

‘Skyway to Glory’ hops off this 
week on the Culver City lot with 
Franchot Tone, Marsha Hunt and 
Gene Kelly in the lead roles. 

George Sidney directs the B. P. 
Fineman production, based on a 
story by David Hertz. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June 23. 


Rich Hogan inked scripting pact 
at Metro. 


Ruth Ford’s player option picked 
up at Warners. 




















Helene Fortescue Reynolds re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 
Leo Gorcey’s option lifted by 


Metro. 


George Holmes’ player ticket re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 


Dennis O'Keefe inked two-picture 
pact at RKO. 


Muriel Roy Bolton, writer, op- 
tioned by Paramount. 
Bob Steele, western actor, re- 


newed for one year by Republic. 
Bobby Connolly drew new one- 


year ticket as dance director at 
Metro. 
Curly Howard, Larry Fine and 


Moe Howard (Three Stooges) signed 
for two more years at Columbia. 


Lenore Coffee signed writing 
ticket. at Metro. 

Mainbocher, former Paris dress 
designer, signed by 20th-Fox. 

Janet Kay, writer, drew Metro 
contract. 


Nat Perrin handed new scripting 
pact by Metro, 

Reginald Owen handed new con- 
tract at Metro. William Bishop inked 
player pact at Metro. Donald Meek 
renewed by Metro. 





ton, #415 First National Bank bldg.; 
Wilkes-Barre, 53 West Market st.; 
Williamsport, Susquehanna Trust 
Co. bldg.; York, 25 N. Duke st. 

Rhode Island: Providence, 530 In- 
dustrial Trust bldg. 

South Carolina: Columbia, 204-206 
Manson bldg. 

South Dakota: Sioux Falls, 309-310 
Boyce Greely bldg. 

Tennessee: Chattanooga, 909-910 
James bldg. Knoxville, 204-205 
Goode bldg.; Memphis, 2112 Sterick 
bldg.; Nashville, 1014 Stahlman bldg. 

Texas: Dallas, Fidelity bldg.; El 
Paso, 222 El Paso National Bank 
bldg.; Houston, 9th Floor Elec. bldg.; 
San Antonio, 816 Majestic bldg. 

Utah: Salt Lake City, 306 David 
Keith bldg. 

Vermont: Montpelier, 12 State st. 

Virginia: Norfolk, 526 Dickson 
bldg.; Richmond, 10 S. 5th st.; Ro- 
anoke, 118 Kirk av., S. W. 

Washington: Seattle, White-Henry- 
Stuart bldg.; Spokane, Old National 
Bank bldg. 

West Virginia: Charleston, 24 Capi- 
tal City bldg.; Clarksburg, 759-761 
Empire National Bank bldg.; Hunt- 
ington, 309-311 West Virginia bldg.; 
Wheeling, Fidelity bidg. 

Wisconsin: Appleton, 341 W. Col- 
lege ave.; Eau Claire, 128% Graham 
ave.; Madison, 405 Washington bldg.; 
Milwaukee, 7006 Piankinton bidg.; 





Wausau, 408 3d st. 
Wyoming: Casper, Box 1211. 
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SINGLE BILLING CLOSER 





Bunched Film Less Likely Under 


UMPI; Also See No Skipped Sales 








With the initial season (1941-42) 
under the consent decree three- 
quarters gone, it has become ap- 
parent that the selling strain has 
not been as great as it was thought 
it would be. It has eased as the sea- 
gon advanced and unbought product 
has piled up, making it possible to 
close for more than one group at a 
time, but despite this, in sales circles 
it is stressed that the burden will be 
vastly lighter under the United Mo- 
tion Picture Industry plan. 


From the seller’s viewpoint the 
UMPI formula is strongly favored 
fcr this reason, among others. In 
exhibitor circles the ability to buy 
only four times yearly and huddle 
with salesmen fewer times, has also 
gained widespread favor for the 
UMPI plan, plus the cancelation 
features. 

With sales in groups of 12, the 
chances are that there will be fewer 
skipped deals since, under the de- 
eree every now and then, an exhib 
has bought one group but passed up 
another, Since the groups have run 
three, four and five pictures, many 
accounts have found it possible to 
turn a cold shoulder to certain 
groups and still find enough product 
to fill out. Thus, they may have 
bought Group No, 1, skipped No. 2 
and bought No. 3. 

However, On many _ occasions 
where exhibs stalled on deals, they 
have purchased two or more groups 
at one clip. This has been made pos- 
sible where films, available for re- 
lease, have piled up and are ready 
for buying. This has eased the sales 
burden somewhat, but. when the dis- 
trib does not get a deal on Group 
No, 1, until months after the films 
have been screened, the return on 
its investment is seriously delayed. 

Under the UMPI plan, as pointed 
out, the distrib will have up to a 
maximum of 12 ready at one clip 
at the start of the season for the 
first-quarter selling. It is highly un- 
likely that accounts will wait until 
a second group or a possible total 
of as many as 24 are ready before 
he buys. Also, if stalling too long 
on the first UMPI group, he is tak- 
ing the chance the distrib may sell 
it to an opposition account. 

Under the decree, of course, the 
distrib has not been able to offer 
more than five pictures in a group, 
but there has been necthing to stop 
a deal for two or tiree blocks as 
long as separate countracts-terms 
have figured on each and the sale of 
one was not conditional upon the 
sale of another. 

UMPI plan, embracing conciliation 
as well as sales, is nearing its final 
legal-drafting stages for presentation 
to Judge Henry W. Goddard of the 
Federal court, N. Y. Understood that 
by the time it reaches Judge God- 
dard, a recommendation may be made 
to increase maximum groups to 13 
for companies that plan making 52 
pictures yearly, whereas if more, 
which is unlikely for any decree dis- 
tributor to make, then the court may 
be asked to approve selling five times 
yearly. If the blocks are restricted 
to 12-per-quarter, a company is held 
to a yearly program total of 48. 
Unity provisions to meet certain 
other contingencies, such as selec- 
tive deals, will also probably be 
offered to Judge Goddard for his 
approval or advice. 





‘Obnoxious’ Checking 
Pittsburgh, June 23. 

Referring to Point 5 of the UMPI 
plan which states the industry must 
‘provide for the adjustment or modi- 
fication of the policies or practices 
of one branch or member thereof 
which are opposed by any other 
branch or a_ substantial portion 
thereof,’ M. A. Rosenberg, president 
of Allied States Assn., takes issue 
with regard to certain practices on 
the part of distributors. 

The Allied prez calls attention to 
the ‘obnoxious practice of blind 


checking as practiced by some dis- 
tributors which causes more lasting 
ill feeling than reasonable time can 
eradicate.’ 

Complained against also are forced 
Price increases on specials ‘without 


r 


Lanfield Directs ‘Meanie’ 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Director job on ‘The Meanest Man 
in Town,’ Jack Benny’s next starrer 
at 20th-Fox, goes to Sidney Lanfield. 

Walter Lang, originally assigned, 
is laid up with a kidney ailment 
which will keep him off the active 
list for at least two months. 


Ask Theatres 
Co-op in Copper 
Salvage Drive 


Because of the shortage of copper 
and the necessity for salvaging the 
metal in every possible way, it is 
understood the War Production 
Board is going through the motions 
of organizing a countrywide drive 
among theatre operators and others 
to urge collection of the precious 
material. 

Every theatre owner or manager 
is expected to be asked to salvage 
all of the copper it can, no matter 
how small the pieces, including drip- 
pings from carbons as well as car- 
bon butts that may be laying around. 
It is believed in some cases that a 
large amount of this scrap copper 
may be found on the premises of the 
theatres. 

Procedure which it is said theatres 
will follow is to round up all the 
copper possible and turn it over to a 
local supply dealer, with profits 
from its disposal to be donated to 
the Red Cross. While the WPB 
drive has not been announced of- 
ficially as yet, exhibitors meantime 
may begin the salvaging job and 
retain a record of what they con- 
tribute to the campaign. 

Amusements Section, Services 
Branch of the WPB which has juris- 
diction over all theatres, film as well 
as legit, is headed in Washington by 
Cc. J. Dunphy. In town today 
(Wednesday) to discuss matters re- 
lating to the building branch of the 











WPB, affecting various theatres, 
Dunphy returns to Washington to- 
night. 





Pitt Indie Producer 
Sets Heller with PRC 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 

Little Jackie Heller, vaude and ra- 
dio singer and co-owner with his 
brother, Sol Heller, of Yacht Club 
here, was signed last week for a spot 
in ‘Yanks Are Coming,’ new pic- 
ture which will be produced inde- 
pendently for PRC by Lester Cutler. 
Latter is a Pittsburgh business man 
who has already turned out two pix, 
‘Panther’s Claw and ‘Gallant Lady,’ 
for PRC, and deal for Heller fol- 
lowed trip home by Cutler for short 
visit during which he happened to 
drop in at the Hellers’ nitery and 
catch the diminutive singer. War- 
bler will shove off for the Coast in 
about a month. 

Incidentally, these songs for ‘Yanks 
Are Coming, which is also the 
title of the tune, was penned by 
Tony Sterp, chief booker here for 
Warner Bros. That was also ac- 
quired by Cutler on a previous trip 
back to Pittsburgh. 


~ 
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or qualifying circumstances’ which 
disrupts the good name-of the indus- 
try within. 

Rosenberg goes on to say, in part: 

‘The continuous changes of sales 
policies by the distributors, and in- 
novations and formulas at each turn 
upon signing of a contract, causes 
further discontent and suspicion in 
exhibitor minds.” 

Allied States has approved the 
UMPI plan as drafted recently by 





any regard for condition, situation 


exhib and distrib committees. 





DWE TO RAW (Century Chain and Par Finally Make 


FILM CURBS 


Dualing No Longer An Acad- 
emic Problem, As Gov’t 
Restrictions on Materials 
and Reduced Film Deliv- 
eries Point to Curtailed 
Supplies — Showmen Pon- 
der Effects on Grosses 








BIG INVENTORIES 





Consensus of opinion among 
showmen is that picture house op- 
erators must now count on going 
into single feature policy, hitherto 
a remote and academic problem, if 
not this season then by next, due 
to Government restrictions on film 


and other supplies which are ex- 
pected to increasingly siraitjacket 
operations as the war goes on. With 
rare exception, single billing has 
proved a_ disastrous experiment 
wherever it has been tried in the 
past by RKO, National Theatres, 
Fox West Coast, and other circuit 
and independent theatres. Circuit 
operators who have tried it, how- 
ever, point out that single billing 
failed in part because opposition 
houses continued dualling and how 
it will work out if all theatres are 
limited to single features yet re- 
mains to be seen, 


Theatre men have not been of- 
ficially requested, as yet, to go into 
a single feature policy, and no Gov- 
ernment edict to this effect is an- 
ticipated. Same purpose, however, 
will be accomplished indirectly 
through curtailment of supplies at 
source, 


Both film production and distribu- 
tion departments of major com- 
panies have already made cuts in 
use of raw film stock and plans were 
under discussion in New York last 
week for further curtailment dur- 
ing the coming year. These plans 
were also taken up during sessions 
in Washington with War Production 
Board officials yesterday (Tuesday). 





Deliveries 


The trade this week is attempt- 
img % appraise the effect the cur- 
tailment of film delivery service and 
compliance with the WPB raw film 
stock conservation program will 
have on inventories and theatre at- 
tendance. If both are carried out 
to the degree planned, film com- 
panies anticipate that they will. be 
forced to add millions of dollars to 
production inventories. In some 
cases it will prove a serious prob- 
lem in financing. 

What the reaction will be in thea- 
tres having to use prints that al- 
ready have gone through 20-30 play- 
dates is another subject for current 
conjecture. But experienced thea- 


tre operators are convinced that 
audience reaction to greasy and 
dirty prints, or those with faulty 


sound tracks, resulting from usage 
in previous playdates, will not be 
good. Normal theatre attendance 
may suffer. 

The public generally would not 
know that the fault is in the projec- 
tion, caused by extended use of 
prints and would blame the theatre 
operator. 





Partial Award of $2,286 
Against Wm. Dieterle 


Partial summary judgment of 
$2,286 was granted yesterday (Tues- 
day) by New York supreme court 
Justice J. Sidney Bernstein in favor 
of Ida Coudenhove-Kaleigi, conti- 
nental actress, against William Die- 
terle, film director. Justice Bern- 
stein ordered the rest of the case 
to trial. 

Plaintiff is suing for $7,840 on a 
contract made with Dieterle in Ger- 
many. On an alleged breach of 
contract, the German courts, at the 
time, granted her judgment for 9,600 





gold marks. 


Product Deal; Skouras May Follow 





Ted Steele in ‘Follies’ 


Ted Steele has been signed to play 
the lead in ‘Follies Girl,’ which Wil- 
liam Rowland will produce in the 
east. A full-length musical, it will 
be the first feature to be made on 
the Atlantic Coast in several years. 
Twentieth-Fox will release the film. 

Previously corraled for the cast 
are Gloria Stuart, Gertrude Niesen, 
Johnny Long’s orch and Paul La- 
valle, 

Tommy Nip has been engaged by 
Rowland to direct the dances for the 
film. 


Junk Rubber 
Admits Kids to 
Mats on Coast 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Many theatres in this territory are 
inaugurating rubber-raising Satur- 
day kid matinees this week. Every 
youngster will be admitted free in 
exchange for any rubber he brings 
to the boxoffice. 

Although the Government rubber 
drive ends June 30, locals plan to 
continue the juve rubber admission 
campaign indefinitely, in hopes that 
it will catch on nationally. 

Mrs. Jennifer Dodoe, operating the 
Mayfair theatre in Ventura, let kids 
in Saturday (20) with a minimum 
of one pound of rubber and reward- 
ed top donations with three and 
five-month passes. 














1,100 Theatres Plug Drive On Coast 
Los Angeles, June 23. 

Rubber salvage campaign is be- 
ing plugged in 1,100 theatres in the 
Pacific Coast area by means of trail- 
ers, with wordage running one min- 
ute, turned out by National Screen 
Service. 

All circuit film houses in the dis- 
trict are exhibiting the trailers for 
two weeks. 


‘HATTER’S CASTLE’ WILL 
GET TEST IN CANADA 


Paramount is opening ‘Hatter’s 
Castle,’ produced in England, in 
Toronto the end of this week and 
will play it in other Canadian keys 
with a view to studying its possi- 
bilities for distribution in the states. 
If approved for release in this coun- 
try, picture would probably be sold 
separately. 

It was produced in England by 
Dave Rose, managing director for 
Par in Britain, where it has already 











| 
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played and done well. 

Bob Gillham, publicity-advertis- 
head for Par, was in Toronto 
last week to discuss a test campaign 


|on ‘Castle’ in Canada. 
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Par Selling ‘Holiday’ 
As Separate Item 


Paramount hast decided to sell 
‘Holiday Inn’ separately rather than 
deliver it as part of the final (7th) 
block on this season’s (1942-43) 
product. 

While to be sold as a this year’s 
picture, ‘Inn,’ however, will not be 
sent on release until Labor Day 
week, 











‘Lassie’ Comes High 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Metro upped the original budget 
on the Eric Knight tale, ‘Lassie 
Come Home,’ and designated it as 
one of the Technicolor productions 
on the new season schedule. 
Sam Marx is producer, with Fred 





Wilcox directing. 


vv 


Holding out against Paramount on 
all its product since the beginning 
of the current (1941-42) season be- 
cause of rental terms demanded, with 
Par likewise refusing to come down 
on prices, the Century circuit (A. H. 
Schwartz) yesterday (Tuesday ) 
broke the ice by concluding a deal 
with the film company. A total of 
37 theatres in Brooklyn and on Long 
Island are involved. 

In consequence of the capitulation 
by Century, which previously had 
approached Par in hopes of lowered 
resistance on the part of the latter, 
it is now not unlikely that the 
Skouras chain in the Greater New 
York area may alsc come forward 
with a peace offer. The Skouras cir- 
cuit, 48 of whose theatres Par has 
sold in former years, went along 
with the Century circuit this season 
in balking at the terms demanded 
by Par, notably the insistence on 
percentage. 

Under the deal made yesterday 
(Tuesday) between the Century cir- 
cuit and Par, the former is under- 
stood to have agreed to the terms 
originally sought by Par on 1941-42 
pictures. 

Century starts playing Par prod- 
uct July 4, including everything on 
this season’s roster that has not al- 
ready been sold to opposition ac- 
counts. Not included is ‘Reap Wild 
Wind,’ on which a separate deal will 
be negotiated. 

Paramount has just closed for 
‘Reap’ with the entire Loew circuit, 
which will play it at advanced ad- 
missions of 40c matinees and 55c¢ 
evenings. A number of subsequent 
runs have also been sold ‘Reap.’ 
Loew’s has dated ‘Reap’ for July 3. 

Par-Century settlement, assertedly 
on Par’s terms, represents a victory 
for J. J. Unger, eastern division 
sales manager; Milt Kusell, eastern 
district manager, and Henry Randel, 
N. Y. branch manager, in whose ter- 
ritory the circuit is located. 


Joe Moskowitz Gets 
No Respite From Orig 
Year-and-a-Day Impost 


Joseph H. Moskowitz, 20th-Fox of- 
ficial, was ordered by N. Y. federal 
judge Grover M., Moscowitz Thurs- 
day (18) to serve the year and a day 
sentence imposed on his conviction 








for income tax evasion. Formal 
surrender took place yesterday 
(Tuesday). He will shortly be sent 


to a Federal prison in either Dan- 
bury, Conn, or Lewisburg, Pa. 
(where Joe Schenck now is). 

Ruling followed an application for 
probation made by John W. Davis 
the day before, in which a case sim- 
ilarity was drawn with Moskowitz’s 
superior, Joseph M. Schenck, who 
was convicted on the same charges. 
Schenck, now in a federal prison in 
| Danbury, Conn., had received clem- 
ency from the court which cut his 
original three year sentence to a 
| year and a day, as reward for tes- 
|timonial aid in the conviction of 
Willie Bioff and George Browne. 
Davis contended that although Mos- 
kowitz would have helped, as did 
Schenck, had he any information to 
disclose, his brother Charles did, (C. 
C. Moskowitz, the Loew’s official) 
and that gesture should be consid- 
ered as the good will of both. 

As did the contents of a letter 
from Col. Darryl Zanuck, Davis also 
emphasized Moskowitz’s importance 
to the film industry and his efforts 
toward the production of films for 
the war effort and their distribution 
to army camps. 

Judge Moscowitz, before ruling, 
stated, ‘Careful consideration of the 
issues create no reason for changing 
the sentence of the court.’ 








Weisberg Over Cohen 
Leonard Weisberg, ex-tradepaper 
reporter, was named by Metro last 
week to handle its tr.de press con- 
tacts. He succeeds Charles Cohen, 
who becomes his assistant. 





the change was made. 
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CROSSROADS 


(ONE SONG) 

Metro release of Edwin Knopf production. 
Stars Hedy Lamarr, William Powell; fea- 
tures Claire Trevor, Baeil Rathbone, Mar- 
garet Wrycherly, Felix Bressart, H. B. 
Warner, Philip Merivale. Directed by Jack 
Conway. Screenplay by Guy Trosper, from 
original by John Kafka and Howard Em- 
mett Rogers; song, Arthur Schwartz and 
Howard Dtletz; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg; 
editor, George Boemler Tradeshown in 
N. Y., June 19, '42. Running time, 82 MINS. 





David Talbot.........-sss- William Powell 
Lucienne Talbot........++..-- Hedy Lamarr 
Michele Allaine......e+.++--- Claire Trevor 
Henri Sarrou........e.-...-.Basil Rathbone 
Mme. Pelletier.........Margaret Wycherly 
Dr. Andre Tessier..........-. Felix Bressart 
Dr. Adex Debroc....cccccssces Sig Rumann 
Prosecuting Attorney........ H. B. Warner 
Commissaire........-se00.:+: Philip Merivale 
Carlos le Duc.......e0-- Viadimir Sokoloff 
President of Court........ Guy Bates Post 
BUNS <4 68 e>c0sencoen Fritz Leiber 
Baron De Lorrain.... John Mylong 
Defense Attorn€y...sseseeee- Frank Conroy 
rte i James Rennie 
Ps c600026 Sedgsoen os Bertram Marburgh 


Asst. Defense Attorney..Harry Fleischman 





This !s a Grade A whodunit, with a 
superlative cast that will count 
strongly at the boxoffice. The novel 
story line, which would do credit to 
an Alfred Hitchcock thriller, has the 
added potency of Hedy Lamarr and 
William Powell to make _ exhibs 
happy. 

Although John Kafka and Howard 
Emmett Rogers are billed as furnish- 
ing the original story for Guy Tros- 
per’s excellent screenplay, a French- 
made picture of the same title and 
plot was released in the U. S. in 1938. 
The Hans Kofka who wrote that ver- 
sion is one and the same person as 
John Kafka. The story bears repeat- 
ing even if only slightly changed 
from the original. 

It’s good, escapist drama, without a 
hint of the war despite its Parisian 
locale, circa 1935, and evidences ex- 
cellent casting and good direction. 
The script likewise was well turned 
out, though better pace would have 
put the film’ in the smash class. Its 
only fault is a perceptible slowness 
at times, although the running time 
is a reasonable 82 minutes, caused by 
a plenitude of talk. 

e punch is in the acting and the 
story. Performers like Felix Bres- 
sart, superbly playing a sympathetic 
neurologist, Basil Rathbone, as a 
blackmailer, and Claire Trevor, as 
his night club singer-accomplice, are 
an enhancement for any screenplay 
and are perfectly placed here. Such 
additional acting luminaries as H. B. 
Warner, as an attorney, Margaret 
Wycherly, also a member of the 
blackmailing plot, and Philip Meri- 
vale, as a police chief, though only in 
bits, make every moment they are 
on the screen count heavily. Direc- 
tor Jack Conway couldn't have asked 
for a better compiement of players, 
nor better production accoutrements 
than provided by producer Edwin 
Knopf. 

The original French version con- 
cerned a prosperous businessman, 
but here it’s a prominent member 
of France’s Foreign Office, William 
Powell, who is accused of having 
been a thief prior to a train accident, 
in which he suffered a fractured 
skull and amnesia. Not remember- 
ing anything about his past, and 
since having married the beauteous 
Hedy Lamarr, Powell has a black- 
mailer arrested. During the trial he 
first learns of his alleged criminal 
activities under another name, but at 
the last minute Basil Rathbone steps 
in as a witness and ‘proves’ that it’s 
a case of mistaken identity; that the 
criminal Powell was supposed to have 
been, actually had died in Africa. 
Once freed, Powell is then harassed 
by Rathbone, who says he perjured 
himself on the stand and that Powell 
was, actually, his accomplice in the 
murder 13 years previously of a bank 
messenger and the robbery of 2,000,- 
000 francs. Rathbone and Claire Tre- 
vor, supposedly Powell’s pre-amnesia 
sweetheart, demand 1,000,000 francs 
hush money. They even introduce 
Margaret Wycherly as Powell’s 
‘starving mother.’ 

Finally, of course, Powell upsets 
the entire plot and completely vin- 
dicates himself in a surprise finish. 

Miss Lamarr and Powell are a 
wholly satisfactory romantic pair. 
Powell, in his first straight dramatic 
role in some time, is satisfactory, if 
not as completely dashing as could 
be expected from a handsome diplo- 
mat of the Anthony Eden type. Miss 
Lamarr delivers here one of her best 
acting jobs to date; for once it’s not 
merely a matter of being beautiful— 
she’s learning to speak lines cred- 
ibly. 

Along with the entire roster of 
featured players, some of those cast 

in the smaller parts rate bows, i. e., 
Sig Rumann, as a pompous neurol- 
ogist, and Guy Bates Post in a fine 
character portrayal of the president 
of the French court. 

_Bressart and Rathbone are excep- 
tional in their respective parts, and 
not far behind is Miss Trevor. She 
was given fine treatment in makeup, 
dress and photography and delivers 
nicely the film’s only song, ‘Til You 
Return,’ a deft ballad by Arthur 
Schwartz and Howard Dietz, in a 
nitery setting. Camera work as a 
whole is topnotch. Scho. 


CATCH UP WITH GOGOL 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Nikolai Gogol’s old Russian stage 
comedy, ‘Inspector General,’ is slated 
to be filmed for the first time. 
Harry Silbert is negotiating studio 
Space for independent production. 





FRIENDLY ENEMIES 


Hollywood, June 18. 

United Artists release of Edward Small 
production. Features Charles Winninger, 
Charlie Ruggles. Directed by Allan Dwan. 
Screen adaptation by Adelaide Heilbron, 
from stage play by Samuel Shipman and 
Aaron Hoffman. Assistant to producer and 
supervising film editor, Grant Whytock ; 
camera, Edward Cronjager; editor, Willlam 


Claxton; asst. director, Sam Nelson; pro- 
duction manager, Max H. Golden. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, June 17, 
'42, Running time, 95 MINS. 

Karl Pfeiffer..........++- Charlies Winninger 
Henry Block.......+.+e0+.- Charlie Ruggies 
William Pfeiffer.....cceseee+> James Craig 
June Block.......ccccceccese Nancy Kelly 
Anton Miller...-scesccceeeees: Otte Kruger 
Mrs. Pfeiffer....-cscscceessss Ilka Gruning 
Gretche® ..oecccrscveceesocecss Greta Meyer 
Inspector McCarty....++-- Addison Richards 
TR. . co ccvdcccccscoceesesesves Charles Lane 
Schmitzler.....cccccssceecccssers John Piffle 
NPR. oc cccccccccececcesecsoceces Ruth Holly 





Edward Small resurrected this 
Samuel Shipman-Aaron Hoffman 
play of 1918 for what he considered 
timely film entertainment at this pe- 
riod. Although time has been 
switched from 1918 to the present, 
there’s little change in the script 
and basic structure of the play piece. 
Result is a dated and talky affair, 
unreeled in virtually one set, that 
will require plenty of advance prod- 
ding and audience sympathy to get 
it above the dual support bookings. 
The verbal battles between two 
Germans, Charles Winninger and 
Charlie Ruggles, over opposite loy- 
alties to Germany and the United 
States during wartime, provides 
some intermittent laughs with word- 
twisting dialects and cracks at Hitler 
and his satellites, But there are too 
many dull periods and little reaction 
to the story itself. 

Story displays Winninger as sym- 
pathetic to the German cause, with 
Ruggles all-out for America. Win- 
ninger is duped into supplying funds 
for German sabotage, and reverses 
his loyalty when he finds the Nazi 
agent had used part of the money 
to blow up a transport carrying his 
own son across the Atlantic. 
Winninger and Ruggles capably 
handle their respective roles, but 
find—as do other members of the 
cast—that the dated dialog and play 
technique is too great a handicap to 
overcome. Same problem confronts 
director Allan Dwan. 

This is a remake of silent picture 
released in 1925, which failed to catch 
on at that time. Walt. 


SUBMARINE RAIDER 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production. Features John Howard, Mar- 
querite Chapman. Directed by Lew Land- 
ers, Original screen play, Aubrey Wis- 
berg; camera, Franz F. Planer; editor, 
William Lyon. At Central, N. Y., dual, 


June 20, ‘42. Running time, 65 MINS. 
CID WE MOUON ss occ i deccesaovess John Howard 
ee RIOT 606 oobscb'e esa Marguerite Chapman 
First Officer Russell........ Bruce Bennett 
po ery Warren Ashe 
WE TR eb eaceareesvtees Eileen O’ Hearn 
Captain Yamanada..........Nino Pipitone 
First Officer Kawakami......... Philip Ahn 
OEE ‘Keys c0vese0s0s nee Larry Parks 
en WOE - cc caweeeeeseewss Rudy Robles 
GrAnt DUMCAM. .cccccccscsoces: Roger Clark 
WEEN aoevusceceseeucedsess Forrest Tucker 
TRGRMOM 62s cccoceseusecece Eddie Laughton 
DT sb née ce dscabavesteues es Stanley Prown 
SNL “onde so en00o0nbbebes ber. 4ne0een Gee 
Brick Brandon..........e0.8; Gary Breckner 





Meller revolving about the treach- 
erous Jap attack on Pearl Harbor, 
unconvincingly written and project- 
ed in spots, will serve as filler on 
duals. Title and subject matter are 
assets, while Marguerite Chapman 
and John Heward fil! threadbare 
lead assignments acceptably, but it’s 
very juvenile film fare. 

Jap aircraft carrier pictured here 

is too cDviously a prop, and maneu- 
vered more like a raft than a crack 
enemy warship. Battle scene in- 
volving American sub and the car- 
rier, in which latter is sunk, is also 
handled uncertainly. Carrier ap- 
pears to stand perfectly stiii while 
sub commander Howard sends three 
torpedoes crashing into the clay 
pigeon target. 
Melodramatic reconstruction of 
some events leading up to the Jap 
attack on Hawaii opens with the 
sinking of an American pleasure 
yacht. The girl gets away and is 
picked up by the sub which tries 
vainly to warn American forces of 
the impending attack. Some of the 
sequences are individually suspense- 
building, with the plane and sub 
battle, in which some of the tricks 
employed by undersea craft are de- 
picted, outstanding. 


Photography standard. Mori, 


SHE’S IN THE ARMY 


Monogram release of T. H. Richmond 
production, Features Lucille Gleason, Veda 
Ann Borg, Marie Wilson, Lyle Talbot, Rob- 
ert Lowery, Warren Hymer. Directed by 
Jean Yarbrough. Story and adaptation, 
Sidney Sheldon; editor, Jack Ogilvie; 
camera, Harry Neumann. At New York, 
N. Y., half dual bill week June 16, ’42. 
Running time, 63 MINS, 


PME < 6.0s 5 osn0b 044404050200 Lucille Gleason 
BUM 6 bbb se oa bhededeaeens Veda Ann Borg 
BRGO. co ccccccccccrtesececsssce Marie Wilson 
BlOVE. . ccccccccccccccscessesesces Lyle Talbot 
PUM ccccccsecescccescoesesocs Robert Lowery 
FRIRR . o ccvevbcsrceseceecoeseces Maxine Leslie 
Helen.....secercccccceses+-Chariotte Henry 
BAAMEAOI s 60.6 doc ch edneecesenes John Holland 
LOWIB oc occ crccccoveseccess Marcella Richards 
WOR so vades Gu6d00bdb 240000088 Warren Hymer 





Making no pretenses, ‘She’s in the 
Army’ is a modest-cost programmer 
that rates way over average for in- 
dependent companies like Mono- 
gram. It will hold its own without 
trouble in the medium runs and, 
while the" cast has no names that 
will draw to the boxoffice, as a sup- 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Cressroads’ (M-G) (Song). 
Hedy Lamarr-William Powell 
starrer, plus excellent support- 
ing cast» in a fine whodunit. 

‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA). Re- 
make of 1918 war period (stage) 
comedy too dated. 

‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) Good 
title on conventional war meller 
geared for dual bill support. 

‘She’s in the Army’ (Mono). 
Good programmer with a title 
that may possess some boxoffice 
at this time. 

‘Apache Trail’ (M-G). Moder- 
ately entertaining western, 
strictly for duals. 

*Vacationes En El Otre Mun- 
do’ (Arg.-made), Standard b.o. 
film. 

‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep). 
Inconsequential comedy featur- 
ing Dennis O’Keefe and Jane 
Frazee. B.o. prospects poor. 


_———— ee emmnemenel 


porting feature on duals the picture 
can generally be relied upon. 


Story, written by Sidney Sheldon, 
has been well plotted and told, with 
the dialog adding to the generally 
competent script job. Direction is 
also even, a credit to Jean Yar- 
brough, while the performances fur- 
ther contribute to the all-around en- 
tertainment. 


Title may have some boxoffice ap- 
eal, while the background 67 serv- 
ice training, routine, etc., for women 
in the war provides a patriotic flavor 
that helps a lot. Women in the Am- 
bulance and Defense Corps, the life 
they lead, discipline they undergo, 
and the like, form the background 
for the action, while woven into the 
story is a romance that catches. 
Virtually all of the action takes 
place in and around a training camp 
for the gals where Lyle Talbot, the 
captain in charge, falls for a former 
deb and nightclub singer who has 
joined up. 

Veda Ann Borg plays the lead op- 
posite Talbot and does extremely 
well, being an attractive screen type. 
For support there are Marie Wilson, 
also a service gal; Lucille Gleason, 
sergeant over the women ambulance 
workers; Warren Hymer, aide to 
Talbot; Robert Lowery, a naval lieu- 
tenant, and lessers. 

There are numerous laughs, best 
built around a situation concerning 
mistaken identity. 

T. H. Richmond produced, givi 
the film effective settings and — 
grounds. Char, 


APACHE TRAIL 


Metro release of Samuel Marx production. 
Directed by Richard Thorpe. Screenplay, 
Maurice Geraghty, based on story by 
Ernest Haycox; camera, Sidney Wagner; 
music, Sol Kaplan; editor, Frank Sullivan. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., June 23, ’42. Run- 
ning time, 66 MINS, 





:-; ~hte Seer Lloyd Nolan 
Rosalia Martinez..............Donna Reed 
TG DOUONE « o 6c'0'0 te csde William Lundigan 
Camstamcs® BelGeR.cccccccscceccs Ann Ayars 
Senora Martinez........... Connie Gilchrist 
vo oe ree eee Chill Wills 
James V. Thorne.............Miles Mander 
Mrs. James V, Thorne....... Gloria Holden 
Mn QORGOR oo inc 02 080s6eees secen Ray Teal 
RMMEPOGR . ccs cccncccccecseoss Grant Withers 
BUD 6 cccciccesesescososscces Fuzzy Knight 
AIDC» 60 0 Fo S450 0ST S44 Cobos Trevor Bardette 
COCHKEO, . occ ccccce eeeseeee lito Renaldo 
Major Lowden,..¢ssees:- Frank M. Thomas 
Se PRONE c's 00-000 seduces es George Watts 





This is a moderately entertaining 
western of ‘B’ calibre, sufficient for 
the double-feature needs of lesser 
theatres. There’s little marquee lure, 
since none of the names is com- 
paratively topflight. The pic’s mer- 
chandising will have to be based 
strictly on its values for action fans. 


Lloyd Nolan, William Lundigan 
and Donna Reed have the top parts. 
Nolan and Lundigan play brothers, 
Nolan as a highwayman and Lundi- 
gan as the one detailed to guard the 
mail box. Miss Reed is the romantic 
opposite to Lundigan. All acquit 
themselves well. 


Of course, the film’s major detail, 
the uprising of the Apaches against 
the whites, is something that’s long 
since seen its best picture days, but 
the youngsters should find it fairly 
oe entertainment neverthe- 
ess. 


Lessers who perform adequately 
are Ann Ayars, Miles Mander and 
Fuzzy Knight. 


Richard Thorpe’s direction kept 
the film at a gallop. Naka, 


Vacaciones En El Otro 
Mundo 


(‘Vacations in the Other World’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, June 6. 
Argentina fono Film production and ree 
lease. Stars Elisa Galve and Jose Olarra; 
features Oscar Valicelli, Semillita, Lea 
Conti, Enrique Garcia Satur, Enrique 


Chaico, Elvira Quiroga and Julio Renato. 
Story and adaptation, Enrique Amorim and 
Roman Gomez Masia. Directed by Mario 
Soffici. At Ambassador, Buenos Aires. 
Running time, 96 MINS, 





A dramatic comedy with a theme 
rarely used in Latin picts, although 
not unusual otherwise, ‘Vacaciones 





en e] Otro Mundo’ (‘Vacations in the 
Other World’) is an interesting ex- 








° in § (Robert Bench- 
ley co y, Par, 9 mins.)—Question 
of physical fitness in times of stress 
over for maximum laughter by 
obert Benchley. He plays Joe 
Doakes, who stumbles through ex- 
ercises in gym, tries to maintain a 
strict diet and goes through the mo- 
tions of keeping his teeth in shape. 
One of Benchley’s funniest, an A-l 
booking in almost any house. 
‘Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood Ne. 4’ 
(Closeup on screen personalities, 
Par, 9% mins.)—Showing Bob Hope, 
Jerry Colonna, Elsie Janis, Frances 
Langford in —— radio broadcast 
before U. S. rvice Camp group, 
this packs plenty of stamina. Re- 
action of army men and sailors to 
Hope’s humor is uproarious. Jane 
Withers’ 16th birthday party is other 
half of subject. Nice entry in series. 
‘Parachute Athletes’ (Grantland 
Rice Sportlight, Par, 10 mins.)— 
Timely, intimate story of how 
recruits are traiged at Fort Benning, 
Ga., Paratroop School. Follows dare- 


Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 








(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Jukebox Jamboree’ (U, 7 mins.). 
Color eartoon comedy. 

‘New Soldiers Are Tough’ (UA, 18 
mins.). World in action war thriller. 

‘Willful Willie’ (20th, 64 mins.). 
Terry-toon cartoon comedy. , 

‘Hold the Lion Please’ (WB, 8% 
mins.). Bugs Bunny cartoon com- 
edy. 

‘Parachute Athletes’ (Par, 10 mins., 
reviewed in this issue). Grantland 
Rice topic showing training U. S. 
paratroops. 

‘Wings for Freedom’ (U, 10 mins.). 
Variety view showing development 
U. S. air power. 

‘Hedda Hopper’s Hellywood No. 
4’ (Par, 9% mins., reviewed in this 
issue). Bob Hope radio broadcast 
before military camp highlights. 

‘Sleep Walker’ (RKO, 7 mins.). 
Disney-Pluto cartoon comedy. 








devils step by step, through prelim 
toughening up process, to training 
on the control of ‘chute, landing, 
test jumps from 30-foot platform 
and on down to first real jump from 
a plane. Slow motion shot of men 
leaping into space is an eye-opener. 
Mass jump from three large planes 
is a screen-filling, inspirational shot. 
Topflight booking in any theatre. 

‘Unusual Occupations No. 5’ (Nov- 
elty subject, Par, 10% mins.)—Train- 
ing dogs to serve as sentries in U.S. 
Army nearly saves this. Otherwise 
it doesn’t measure up to par in 
series. Tale about last pony rider 
out in Arizona doesn’t od be- 
cause it was used in another com- 
pany’s short recently. Corny script- 
ing. 

‘Tulips Shall Grow’ (George Pal 
Puppetoon, Par, 74% mins.)—This is 
a big league, inspired subject. Fine 
color, superb sound, brisk original 
touches and intelligent story put it 
across. Story of Jan and Janette, 
Dutch sweethearts, is overshadowed 
by sudden invasion of a Screwball 
army. Goose-stepping figures, made 
up from nuts and bolts, transparent 
airplane bombers, paratroops and 
tanks lay waste to the peaceful tulip 
fields and windmills. Church se- 
quence in which Jan prays for the 
return of his sweetheart is essence 
of sincerity. Heavy downpour blots 


This Week’s New Shorts 


—— 
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out conquering mechanized forces, 
finally reuniting two lovers. Marvel 
of this is that such a powerful story 
could be concocted out of the ani- 
mated dolls and sets Pal has created, 
Sure-fire any place. 


‘Electric Earthquake’ (Superman 
cartoon, Par, 9 mins.)—Typical Su- 
perman fanciful subject. Editing and 
voices are improved, but it’s still 
a Superman despite excellent sound 
and color, and highly implausible 
for adults. 


‘Men of West Point’ (World Today 
topic, 20th, 10 mins.)—Timely re- 
sume of U. S. Military Academy as 
it operates under present-day exi- 
gencies. Something of the Point’s 
background, together with repro- 
duction of Douglas MacArthur’s 
graduation address at West Point in 
1933, when he was Chief of U. §S, 
Army Staff, soe the closeups 
of training cadets in all branches of 
Army service. Concludes with rous- 
ing graduation parade. Deftly pho- 
tographed by Jack Painter and well 
described by Hugh James. Solid for 
all theatres. 

‘Gateway to Asia’ (Magic Carpet, 
20th, 10 mins.)—Because Turkey is 
in a critical spot, scenes in Istanbul 
and Ankara hold special significance, 
Nice color and Lowell Thomas’ trim 
narration help put this across. 


‘Guardians of the Sea’ (Newsreel 
Adventure, 20th, 10 mins.)—Unsung 
heroes of U. S. Coast Guard get a 
break in this pictorially fine short. 
Far from best in series, but okay 
for most houses. 


‘All About Dogs’ (Paul Terry color 
cartoon comedy, 20th, mins. )— 
Satire on various breeds of dogs. 
Done for laughs, and gets over well 
because cleverly conceived and ex- 
ecuted. Rates high in Terry-toon 
series; strong for most any account. 

‘Gander Gopse in the Ou P 
(Paul Terry cartoon comedy, th, 
7% mins.)—Gandy, the goose, and 
Sergeant Cat in a swift moving 
laugh piece about two U.S. fighters 
who turn the tables on the Japa- 
nese. Two animals are depicted as 
two-man army, outwitting a whole 
battleship loaded with Japs. Japs are 
pictured as squeaking mice. Surpris- 
ingly funny as dome here. Trim 
booking largely on its original hu- 
mor. 

‘India the Golden’ (Magic Carpet, 
in color, 20th, 10 mins.)—With shad- 
ows of war on India, this subject 
holds more than passing interest, 
even though done in stodgy travelog 
fashion. Dull scenes outnumber more 
colorful ones, 

‘Courageous Australia’ (World To- 
day, 20th, 10 mins.) — Austraiia of 
peacetime and wartime makes a 
fairly good subject, despite poorly 
written routine-spoken narrative. 
No scenes of Amierican troops, 
which also is disappointing. 

‘The Stork’s Mistake’ (Paul Terry 
cartoon comedy, 20th, 7 mins.)—Un- 
wanted skunk is dropped by the 
stork into habitat of the Rabbit 
family. Plenty of chuckles wrapped 
up in his efforts to win a warm 
spot with rabbit tribe. Well-chosen 
voices and smart twists make this a 
sturdy entry. Far better than pre- 
vious “Zerry-toons, 

‘Heart of Mexico’ (Magic Carpet, 
in color, 20th, 10 mins.)— Colorful 
scenes in Mexico City and nearby, 
plus the Xochimilco floating gardens 
and Cholula, city of churches, make 
this a neat good-neighbor package. 
However, camera has overlooked 
many highlights, particularly in 
Mexico City, for aimless oe. 

ear. 





ample of what local film-makers can 
do. It'll just get by locally. 


Story and adaptation, credited to 
Enrique Amorim and Roman Gomez 
Masia, are similar in many ways to 
a yarn once novelized by the English 
writer, Neville Shute, although prob- 
ably few local cinema fans will 
recognize it. Theme deals with a 
tired business man who is reported 
dead and who decides not to deny 
the story. Idea is to start a new life, 
and he goes to live in the home of a 
friend, the only one who spoke well 
of him at the funeral and who does 
not recognize him. 

Contrast between the high-pres- 
sure life of the tycoon at the begin- 
ning of the film and the quiet life 
‘in the other world’ is well done, 
with simplicity and honesty. Care- 
fully presented first acts in elaborate 
setting, in contrast to the second part 
in the modest interiors of the friend’s 
casita,,are exceptionally good. 

Film is one of the best yet turned 
out by Mario Soffici, who ranks as 
one of the best local meggers. 
Femme star Elisa Galve’ does excel- 
lent work, showing plenty of tender- 
ness, grace and emotion. Jose Olarra 
is sock in both phases of his inter- 
pretation of leading-man role. Oscar 
Valicelli is good in small part, but 
minor honors go to comic Semillita 
who, more restrained than in some 
of his previous over-mugged per- 
formances, shows great promise. 

Filming by Francis Boeninger, 
music by Mario Maurano and decor- 
ations by Raul Soldi are good, but 
there is plenty of evidence that the 





film was made on a limited budget. 
Ray. 


Moonlight Masquerade 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of John H. Auer pro- 
duction, directed by Auer. Features Dennis 
O'Keefe, Jane Frazee, Betty Kean, Eddie 
Foy, jr. Screenplay, Lawrence Kimble, 
based on story by Auer: camera, John Al- 
ton; editor, Edward Mann; music directcr, 
Cy Feuer; songs, Mort Greene and Harry 
Revel; orchestrated by Gene Rose; dances, 
Nick Castle. Previewed in projection room, 
N. Y., June 19, 42. Running time, 67 MINS. 


John Bennett, Jr.......... Dennis O'Keefe 
Vicki Forrester... .sccccceccces Jane Frazee 
Mikki Marquette.......ccc0.-+- Betty Kean 
Lord Perey Ticklederry..... Eddie Foy, dr. 
CRG TEs 0.0:0:0.0500000000%9.5 Erno Verebes 
Is 65 65-5s 6000600 0% Franklin Pangborn 
John Bennett, Sr..e.scccsscees Paul Harvey 
PEOWOSe POPTORET s cccsnceecrsces Jed Prouty 
BEN TRI cas vec tewinn cine Tommye Adams 


The Three Chocolateers 





‘Moonlight Masquerade’ is a trivial 
comedy on switched identities, and 
the boxoffice prospects don’t appear 
particularly bright. It’s strictly filler 
material on double features. 
Dennis O’Keefe, Jane Frazee, Ed- 
die Foy, Jr., and Betty Kean are the 
film’s selling points, but their gen- 
erally adequate portrayals aren’t 
sufficient to encompass the inane 
dialog and trite story. Yarn con- 
cerns an agreement by Jed Prouty 
and Paul Harvey, mutual owners of 
an oil company, to contribute large 
interests in their holdings to their 
respective son and daughter should 
they marry shortly after the daugh- 
ter’s 21st birthday. Neither offspring 
knows the other. Then follows con- 
siderable subterfuge by both to es- 
cape the marriage, and yet gain con- 
trol of their legacies, since each has 
preconceived ideas about ~ ag 
aka. 
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Fave Blonde’-Ennis Bright $45,000 
In Mildish Chi; ‘Rita’ Solid 116 In 
Second Wk. Reap Strong 106 in 5th 








Chicago, June 23. 


State street is torn up by the sub- 
way construction work. This plus 
the rain and holdovers is not helping 
the week's total. 

Palace has a one-week double fea- 
ture on currently, and doesn’t hope 
much for it. Instead has already 
started a campaign for the ‘Eagle 
Squadron,’ due in soon. All manner 
of tie-ups have already been ar- 


ranged for this opening, and both 
Universal and the Palace are getting 
behind the opening. 


Bob Hope, who has been around 
town plenty duri the past few 
months on war relief appearances, 
is currently on the screen at the 
Chicago in ‘Favorite Blonde.’ Aided 
by Skinnay Ennis band (which is on 
his radio show), it looks like a bri -ht 
$45,000, best in the loop. Likely will 
stay for two weeks. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is winding 
up a great run in the State-Lake 
where it has been with an excellent 
$10,000 for its fifth week. ‘Rio Rita’ 
is getting a solid $11,000 on its 
second week at the United Artists. 

Estimates for This W>ek 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Dudes 
Pretty People’ (UA). First-named 
film is moveover from the Chicago. 
Okay $5,500. Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ 


(UA) and ‘About Face’ (UA) 
ora two weeks here at good 


Chicago (B&K). (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and stage 
show headed by Skinnary Ennis or- 
chestra. Strong combo looks set to 
turn in a bright $45,000. Last week, 


Veloz and Yolanda team on stage 
with ‘Juke Girl’ (WB), sturdy 
$44,400 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘True to 
Army’ (Par) (2d wk). Third week 
in loop for the first-itemed film, and 
currently big at $4,500 following 
$6,200 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) — ‘Seattergood Rides’ (RKO) 
and vaude; Henry Armetta head- 
lining. Good enough at $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Ladies Man’ (Col) plus Chuck 
Foster orch, Billy Gilbert and Molly 
Picon on stage, strong $20,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Meet 
Stewarts’ (Col). Just one week for 
this combination, fair $11,000. Last 


week, blah $8,900 for ‘Private 
rare (U) and ‘Castle Desert’ 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Gentile- 
man After Dark’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Will manage oke $9,000 currently fol- 
lowing a good $12,100 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (5th 
wk). Has been fine money item in 
this big long-run house, another ex- 
cellent $10,000, after taking a bright 
$12,100 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d 
VR). Riding to a solid $11.060-cur- 
rently after having opened smartly 
at $14,400. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75 )—‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) and 
Escape Hong Kong’ (Mono). Lovuks 
for s0-so $5,000 currently. Last week, 
Monster’ (Mono) and ‘Corpse 
Vanishes’ (PRC) finished third week 
at neat $4,700. 


‘ABOVE ALL’, $14,000, 
FINE IN PERKY PROV. 


Providence, June 23. 

Seasonally hot weather doesn’t 
seem to be bothering the houses with 
good product. ‘This Above All’ is 
rating high at the Majestic, and right 
up there is ‘Maisie Gets Her Man,’ 
at Loew’s State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (revival) and 
‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Gary 
Cooper revival healthy at $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and 
‘Valley of Sun’ (RKO), fair $6,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘You're 
Telling Me’ (U) (3d downtown wk). 
Expecting only $2,000. Last week, 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G) (2d run), fairish 
$2,000 








Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-30)—- 


‘Sons of Sea’ (WB) and vaude. Fell 
off slightly, but will hit fair $5,500. 

week, ‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
(20th) and vaude, good $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 50-65)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th). Upped 
prices not stopping them from com- 
ing in and ringing up swell $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and 
You're Telling Me’ (U) (2d wk), 
nifty $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Vaughn Monroe orch and ‘Scat- 
tergood Rides High’ (RKO). Good 
$5,000 in Saturday-Sunday run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 


. i 


$14,000. 





‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Call- 
ing Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Holding 
very steady biz and headed for nice 
week, ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G) and ‘This Time Keeps’ 
(M-G), fair 310,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Hello 
Annapolis’ (Col).. Opened today 
(Tuesday ). ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
and ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ ag 
carried over for extra five days for 
good $5,000, after taking exception 
ally good $8,500 in first week’s run. 


D.C. RED HOT; 
LOVER’-VAUDE 
BIG $21,000 


Washington, June 23. 

No sign of a summer slump down- 
town, with turnstiles clicking stead- 
ily. War and Navy departments’ ban 
on July and August vacations is ex- 
pected to take film houses into new 
fields of summer velvet. 

‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ with Sheila 
Barrett on stage, is in high gear, and 
‘Wife Takes Flyer,’ at Earle, also is 
in the chips. Ina Ray Hutton band 
is helping latter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (3,434; 28-39-44-66)—‘Card- 
board Lover’ (M-G) with vaude 
headed by Sheila Barrett. Wallop- 
ing $21,000 in sight. Last wee 
‘Married An Angel’ (M-G) with 
vaude headed by John Buckminster, 
Sims and Bailey, bangup $21,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Will 
better opening week with cracker- 
jack $7,000. Last week, $6,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and Ina 
Ray Hutton orch. Sizzling $21,500. 
Last week, ‘This Our Life’ (WB) 
with vaude, good $16,700 on hold- 
over, after opening $22,000 session. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65) 
(24 wk)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA). Will 
reach good $8.500, after tip-top $12,- 
000 for first seven days. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Juke Girl’ (WB). Swell $7,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par), $8,500 at tilted prices on h.o. 
afted smash $11,000 for opening 
week. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
"Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk). Will 
reach $16,500, meaning another week. 
Opening session was red hot $21,000. 


‘Reap’ Sail! Top Denver 
Film, $17,500, 2d Wk.; 
‘Broadway’ Stout 106 


Denver, June 23. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ at the Den- 
ham still is the top attraction here 
and will show a higher total than 
on the first session. Due for in- 
definite stay. “The Spoilers’ coupled 
with ‘Affairs of Jimmy Valentine’ 
ran up the gross at the Paramount 
to the best in months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-50)— 
‘Male Animal’ (20th), after week at 
Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘This Above All’ (20th), good $4,500, 
after Denver week. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-50)— 
‘Above All’ (20th), after a week at 
Denver and also Aladdin. Fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and 
‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO), after 
Orpheum week, blah $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-50- 
60)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Looks like it will hit sockeroo 
$17,500, better than opening week, 
and is still holding. Continues as 
town’s top  grosser. Last week, 
‘Reap’, smash $17,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50)— 














‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Submarine 
Raider’ (Col). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB) and 


‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th), ditto. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
‘Scattergood Rides’ (RKO). Fair 
$8,000 for second session. Last week, 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Sing Wor- 
ries Away’ (RKO), trim $13,200. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-40)-— 
‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Affairs Valentine’ 
(Rep). Great $8,000. Last week, 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Frisco 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of June 25 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(7th week). 

Capitol—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). 

Criterion—'Private Buckaroo’ 
(U) (24), 

Glebe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(llth week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (5th week). 

Music Hall — ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (4th week). 

Paramount—‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) (24). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Rivoli — ‘Friendly Enemies’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

Roxy — ‘Ten Gentlemen from 
West Point’ (20th) (4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Strand—‘Juke Girl’ (20th) (2d 
week). 

Week of July 2 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(8th week). 

Capitel—‘Ship Ahoy’ (Metro) 
(2d week). 

Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (6th week). 

Music Hall — ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(5th week). 

Paramount—‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) (24), 





Rexy — ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th). 

Strand — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB). 
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\P'HARVESTS 
BIG $24,000 
IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 

‘Reap Wild Wind’ is blazing along 
to sock biz at Penn, where it’s play- 
ing at advanced prices, and will stick 
there for another stanza, while “They 
All Kissed the Bride’ is getting 
Harris back in big coin after several 
discouraging weeks, 

Raymond Scott, heading clicky 
stage show, can’t overcome pans 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ received at Stan- 
ley so that house will have to be 
satisfied with very modest take. 
Holdovers ‘Broadway,’ at Fulton, 
‘Tortilla Flat,’ at Warner, and ‘In 
This Our Life,’ at Ritz, won’t have to 
apologize to anybody. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-50)— 
‘Broadway’ (U) (2d wk). Looks like 
around $4,200 for the windup and no 
complaints. Last week, fine $7,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,20€; 30-40-55;— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Crawford- 
Melvyn Douglas comedy just what 
the doctor ordered for current tem- 
peratures and should clock at least 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO), 
first time here at popular prices, dis- 
appointment at $6,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-44- 
66)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Prices 
upped around 20% for Cecil B. 
DeMille picture and that’s accounting 
for heavy $24,000, or slightly better. 
Sticks at this spot for another week, 
and then travels the Penn to Warner 
to Ritz route. Last week, ‘Tortilla 





Flat’ (M-G), swell $20,000 despite 
pans. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—'This 


Our Life’ (WB). Anchored here after 
week each at Penn and Warner and 
still has considerable b.o. potency 
left, as witness fine $3,000, which is 
around $800 better than ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G) did last week over the same 
route. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘Happened In Flatbush’ (20th) and 
‘Tough As They Come’ (U). Baseball 
comedy getting attention from sports 
fraternity. In fact, couple of baseball 
writers covered it for their respec- 
tive sheets. Paced for nice $2,400. 
Last week, ‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col) 
and ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par), sluggish 
$1,250. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and Ray- 
mond Scott band. Crix rapped the 
picture but had nothing but praise 
for the stage show. Not much more 
than $16,500 in sight and that’s ng. 
Last week, Jane Withers and ‘Mar- 
ried An Angel’ (M-G), good $19,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
Tortilla Flat’ <M-G). Doing fair 
enough, although picture is believed 
to have shot its bolt in big stanza at 
Penn. At $6,300, however, nobody’s 
going to complain and that’s enough 
to send it to the Ritz for a third 
week. Last week, ‘This Our Life’ 
(WB), also moveover from Penn, fine 





Lil’ (U), good $6,500. 


$7,000. 


N. Y. B.O. Spotty; ‘Flyer, $15,000, 
‘Enemies, 10G, Both Sad, ‘Miniver’ 
3d Wow 1066, ‘Saboteur’-Vande, 276 





Business on the first-run New York 
front is rather spotty and the gross 
total will not be large, but this is 
partly due to several holdovers. The 
weekend was generally good, aided 
in part by the closing of many gas 
stations, thus leaving a lot of the 
natives stranded in town. A lot of 
schools are already out and this is 
having a tendency to help matinees. 
However, Monday (22) was lean 
with a couple exceptions, notably the 
Music Hall, where ‘Mrs. Miniver’ is 
in its third smash week. 

A new show exhibiting remark- 
able strength is ‘Juke Girl’ and the 
Russ Morgan band, plus Dennis Day, 
which came into the Strand Friday 
morning (19). Away to a fine start, 
the initial week’s gross should mount 
$45,000. 

‘Wife Takes Flyer’ and ‘Friendly 

Enemies’ are others that moved in 
“during the past week. Both are very 
disappointing. The former will be 
short of $15,000 at the Capitol, while 
‘Enemies’ is proceeding at a pace 
that suggests no more than about 
$10,000 for the Rivoli. ‘Flyer’ will be 
replaced tomorrow (Thursday) by 
‘Ship Ahoy,’ while the other picture 
remains on at the Riv. 
Continuing at a sock rate of speed, 
rs. Miniver’ should hit about 
$106,000 this week, its third, and 
sticks a fourth. Business at the Hall 
has been unusually consistent since 
the film’s opening. Last Wednesday 
(17) in fact hit $15,000, which ex- 
ceeded the 
June 4. 

Equally steady is the Warner road- 
show hit, ‘Yankee Doodie Dandy.’ It 
reached near to $28.000 last week, its 
third, only a nose behind the prior 
stanza’s take. The current (4th) 
week is off to a_ close-to-capacity 
start, with alm ust $15,000 already in 
for the first three days. 

State is pushing toward $27.000 for 
a very good week with ‘Saboteur’ on 
its screen second-run and Jay C. 
Flippen, Horace MacMahon, Bea 
Wain and Eleanore Whitney in per- 
son. 

Paramount brings in a new bill this 
morning (Wednesday), ‘Beyond the 
Blue Horizon’ and the Vaughn Mon- 
roe orchestra. House went four 
weeks with ‘Take a Letter’ and 
Benny Goodman, final (4th) sesh 
being $34,600, okay. 

‘Gentlemen West Point.’ looking 
around $33,000 this week (3d) at the 
Roxy, fair enough, will go a fourth 
round. 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ is scheduled 
for the Astor July 15 under a policy 
yet to be decided. It will also be 
shown under a novel stunt the night 
of July 15 only in 40 RKO theatres 
in the Greater N. Y. area, with all 
seats reserved for the performance 
and selling at $1.10. 

‘Eagle Squadron,’ for which Uni- 
versal had sought the Astor, goes 
into the Globe instead, opening there 
July 2. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Loew’s) (1,012; 55-64-75- 
85-$1.10)—"This Above All’ (20th) 
7th wk.). Begins seventh stanza 
today (Wednesday) after closing the 
sixth at $14,000, close behind the 
prior week’s take of $15,300, in both 
cases good. ‘Pride of Yankees’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) opens here July 
15 under policy yet to be fixed. 
Same night for one shot only it also 
plays 40 RKO houses in N. Y. sec- 
tor with all seats reserved. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)— ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ 
(Col). No dice, less than $15,000 
seen. Last week, second for ‘Broad- 
way’ (U), over $16,000, weak. ‘Ship 


initial day’s business 


Ahoy’ (M-G) moves in tomorrow 
(Thursday ). , 
Criterion (Loew's ($1,062, 35-44- 


55-75 )—‘Private Buckaroo’ (U). 
Opens here today (Wednesday) fol- 
lowing mildish week of $8,000 with 
‘In Old California’ (Rep). Behind 
that, ‘Mayor of 44th St.” (RKO) did 
well, $9,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250: 35-55-75- 
99)—"Gold Rush’ (UA) (10th wk.). 
Still good at $8,500 for this week 
(10th), while the ninth lap was 
$10,000. Goes out Wednesday (1), 
with ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) coming 
in the following day. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20 )—‘Dandy’ (WB) (4th 
wk.). Continues to be a near sell- 
out on moving into the fourth week; 
the third hit close to $28,000, within 
inches of the prior stanza. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘My 
Favorite Spy’ (RKO), both 2d run, 
dualed. About $8,500 expected 
from this twain. Last week, ‘My 
Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB) (1st run), $9,000, oke. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—“Beyond Blue Horizon’ (Par) 
and Vaughn Monroe new program 
opening today (Wednesday). ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par) and Benny Goodman 
went four weeks, final seven days 





being $34.000, within shooting dis- 
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tance of the preceding canto’s 
$36,500. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘Miniver’ (M-G) and stageshow (3d 
wk.). A powerhouse at the ticket 
windows, with the pace suggesting 
a ‘mighty $106,000 this week (3d). 
The second built toward the finish 
for whammo $109,000. Management 
looks for a minimum of six weeks. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) takes com- 
mand here this morning (Wednes- 
day). ‘Nazi Agent,’ excellent 
money-maker here, got $$,500 o., the 
first week and $3,530 for an addi- 
tional five days. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-85-85-99)} 
—‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA). Brought 
in Friday night (19), but is failing 
on the draw and probably will not 
get better than $10,000, thin. Re- 
mains on, however, with product 
scarce for theatre at this time. It 
may close down shortly for the sum- 
mer, customary hot-weather policy. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75- 
85-99) — ‘Gentlemen West Point’ 
(20th) and stageshow (3d wk). A 
probable $33,000 wil] be recorded 
this week, not so muscular, but okay, 
and will hold. Last week (2d), was 
$45,000, very good. 

State (Loew's (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 

99-$1.10)—‘Saboteur’ (U) (2d run) 
and vaude show including Jay C. 
Flippen, Horace MacMahon, 
Wain and Eleanore Whitney. Stage 
bill providing staunch support for 
the picture for a gross of $27,000, 
excellent. Last week, ‘Rio Rita 
(M-G) (2d run), with Benny 
Fields, Dean Murphy and_ the 
Clyde Lucas band on the rostrum, 
over $25,000, good. 
(WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and Russ 
Morgan band, plus Dennis Day. 
Opening strong Friday (19) and con- 
tinuing strongly, first seven days 
should total $45,000, big. Holds over, 
Last week, sixth for ‘This Our Life’ 
(WB) and second for Cab Calloway, 
wound up better than expected, hit- 
ting $28,000, very satisfactory. 


K. C. Gets War Factories 
And Brisk Biz; Flyer’ OK 
$8,000, ‘Dope’ Nice 76 


Kansas City, June 23. 

According to managers, picture 
biz here seems in line for favorable 
trade during the summer. Film biz 
hasn’t evidehced any particular 
boom, but favorable signs are seen 
in better results than expected on 
several pictures lately. 

Two defense plants in the area are 
already in full swing and two more 
are under construction now, not 
only bringing new people here but 
keeping at home many who former- 
ly trekked elsewhere in the heat of 








Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox id- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11- — 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). Uptown 


getting best half of play and combo 
week of $7,000 will be good. Last 
week, ‘Broadway’ (U), good $7,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Fin- 
gers at Window’ (M-G). No partic- 
ular marquee draft in either of these, 
but looks pleasant average at $8,- 
000 nevertheless. Last week, ‘Card- 
board Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G), fair $7,500, despite 
shellacking given the Shearer-Tay- 
lor film by loeal cricks. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 40- 
55)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Highest scale house has had 
in years and biz is brisk. Currently 
running past $7,000, after second 
week’s big $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par). Pair of 
films bought for this house from Par 
in contrast to the usual diet of RKO 
and WB films used here. Pair beat- 
ing average somewhat at $6,200. 
Last week, ‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB), nice $7,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) and “Doc- 
tor Market Street’ (U), plus five-act 
vaude bill. Fourth week of this new 
policy combining double features 
with vaude, topping $8,000, very sat- 
isfactory. Last week, “Yokel Boy’ 
(Rep) and “This Way Please’ (Par) 
(reissue), with vaude, $7,700. 


HAGAR THE WINNAH 
Hollywood, June 23. 

R. W. Hagar, of the Metro con- 
struction department, won the stu- 
dio’s 14th Golf Tournament with a 
low score of 73. 

Every department was represented 
among the 415 starters, including 
Robert Taylor, Mickey Rooney, Guy 
Kibbee and Henry O'Neill. 
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Army Show, Heat, Etc., Boff Philly Biz; 
Lover’ N.G. $10,500, ‘Spy -Vaude 196 








Philadelphia, June 23. 

Plenty of theatrical and non- 
theatrical competish for the deluxers 
this week. The Army War Show 
bowed on Franklin Field Saturday 
(20) just in time to cut into some of 
the expected heavy weekend biz. In 
addition, sultry weather kept lots of 
patrons at home. 

Last night (Monday) the Robin 
Hood Dell opened to a large crowd. 
Tonight (Tuesday) is the first all- 
night blackout in the history of the 
city and it is expected to knock the 
props out of business. Friday will 
see the opening of the Bucks County 
Playhouse in the heart of town at 
the Hotel Bellevue-Stratford, mov- 
ing here from New Hope, Pa., be- 
cause of gas raticning. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Business still keeping up with 
neat $3,000. Last week, this Skelton 
film netted $3,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). Sour 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par), so-so $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) with Judy 
Canova, Georgie Price, Muggsy 
Spanier orch. Okay $19,000 for this 
combo, but not in the same league 
with $37,500 (an all-time high band- 
film gross at the Earle) for Jimmy 


Dorsey orch plus ‘Whispering 
Ghosts’ (20th). 
Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 


‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk). Getting 
the bumps this trip for $13,000, after 
elegant $21,000 for initialer, in ad- 
dition to $3,600, for ‘gravy’ Sunday 
showing at the Earle, last week. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still plenty of punch; neat $6,000. 
Last semester, good $7,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d run). Pretty 
good in view of competish with 
$6,800. Last week, ‘This Our Life’ 
(WB), fine $6,500 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68 ) 
—‘Invaders’ (Col). Leading the pack 
with bright $18,500, in addition to 
okay $2,000 for Sunday showing at 
the Earle. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G), holdover sesh, poor $9,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—The Spoilers’ (U) (2d wk). 
Sloughing off in second trip to 
mediocre $5,500, after fine $10,000 for 
opener. 


‘KONG’-GUNGA’ REISSUES 
FINE $4,800 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, June 23. 

‘Tortilla Flat’ plus ‘This Time for 
Keeps,’ at the Omaha, and reissued 
‘Gunga Din’ and ‘King Kong,’ at 
Brandeis, are the b.o. surprises of 
the month. Disappointment is the 
Orpheum, which has ‘Henry and 
Dizzy’ and Bonnie Baker stage unit. 

“~~ @stimatées for ‘chis Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-40- 
65)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Time 
for Keeps’ (M-G). Very big $10,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Reap Wild 
} taal (Par), second week, good $5,- 

00. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
55-65 )—‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par) and 
Bonnie Baker stage unit. Light $11,- 
000. Last week, Phil Harris band 
plus ‘Butch Minds the Baby’ (U), 
fine $16,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) (reissues). Look- 
ing for fine $4,800. Last week, ‘Syn- 
copation’ (RKO) and ‘Submarine 
Raider’ (Col), good $4,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400: 11-20-30) 
—'Thundering Hoofs’ (RKO) ‘Yokel 
Boy’ (Rep) (ist runs) and ‘Shut Big 
Mouth’ (Col), triple, split with ‘In 
Old Cheyenne’ (Rep), ‘Dangerous 
Lady’ (Cap) and ‘Buck Benny Rides 
Again’ (Par), and ‘Dudes Pretty 
People’ (UA) and ‘Date With Fal- 
con’ (RKO). Fair $900 looked for. 
Last week, ‘Twilight on Trail’ (Par) 
(ist run), ‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep), triple, split 
with “Smoking Guns’ (Rep), ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th) and ‘Shepherd 
Ozarks’ (Rep), and ‘Confirm or Deny’ 
(20th), and ‘Arizona Bound’ (Mono), 
pig stage show Saturday, good 


, 











Cashy Will Produce 
Film on Remington 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Frederick Remington, first topline 
artist to paint the cowboy scene, is 
portrayed in a story by Malcolm 
Stuart Boylan, bought by Milton L. 
Cashy for independent production. 
Cashy is lining up a deal fer major 
release and negotiating with Richard 
Dix for the lead role in a package 
deal comprising story and player. 
Temporary title is ‘The Life of 
Frederick Remington.’ 


Rain Helps Mont’! B.0.; 
‘Moontide’ Nice $7,500 


Hontreal, June 23. 
Rain-threatening Sunday kept 
crowds in city and helped grosses 
along Main street. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th). Should get good 





$7,500. Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U), 
good $7,000. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 


‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘This Is Paris’ 
(WB). Pointing to fair $5,500, Last 
week’s h.o. ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and 
‘Mokey’ (M-G), good $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d wk). Succu- 
lent $6,000 in sight, after handsome 
$9,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,530; 30-40-52)— 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G) 
(24 wk). Pointing $3,500, after 
good $5,500 last week. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA). Good $3,500 in 
sight. Last week’s 5th repeat of 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) satisfactory $2,- 
000 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Port Arthur’ and ‘4 Heures du 
Matin.’ Good enough $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Anges Noirs’ and ‘L’Assaut,’ 
average $3,600. 


BRIDE, $14,000, 
SOCK IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, June 23. 

Of the two fresh releases cur- 
rently, ‘All Kissed Bride’ is making 
merry b.o. music for the Albee, but 
‘My Favorite Spy’ is so-so at Palace. 
Biz in general is off 10 paces from 
last week. 

Grand and Keith’s are holding 
‘Married An Angel’ and ‘Big Shot’ 
for second week after both regis- 
tered fine marks for initial stanzas. 
‘Gal Sal,’ in its sixth front-line week 
at the Lyric, created one of those 
gross rarities last week by tugging a 
hefty gain over the previous week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 











‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Smacko 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO), increased tempo in last half 
to round out forte $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Sour 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G), second week of moveover 
Stay, excellent $5,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Desperate Ellery Queen’ (Col) and 
‘Scattergood Rides’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Bombs Over Burma’ (PRC) 
and ‘Was Framed’ (WB). 
$2,000. Same last week for ‘Missis- 
sippi Gambler’ (U) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th), divided with ‘Ad- 
ventures of Martin Eden’ (Col) and 
‘Ghost Town Law’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $3,500, on heels of last week’s 
smash $8,500 for this stand’s highest 
mark in months. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Big Shot’ (WB) (2d wk): Favor- 
able $3,500. Last week, socko $7,000, 
theatre’s best take for some time. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (3d wk). Third 
week on moveover and sixth stanza 
on main stem. Great $4,000. Last 
week, sensational $5,000, for an in- 
crease of $1,100 over first week here. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 


Normal 


Hurts the Moochers 


Chicago, June 23. 

There’s a new type of war 
casualty. 

One of the loop theatres has 
hung a sign in its publicity of- 
fice stating: ‘Due to the priori- 
ties on paper, the pass list is 
suspended temporarily.’ 


Seattle Full of H.0.ss 
Kissed Bride’ Best of 
New Films, Smash 96 


Seattle, June 23. 


Fifth Avenue is holding ‘This 
Above All’ for a third week in a 
town topheavy with holdovers and 
moveovers. These include ‘Ship 
Ahoy,’ moved over to the Blue 
Mouse from the Paramount; ‘Tortilla 
Flat,’ in its fifth session at the Music 
Box; ‘Magnificent Dope,’ holding 
over at the Music Hall after a great 
opening week, and ‘Kings Row,’ on 
its fifth stanza at the Roosevelt. 
‘They All Kissed the Bride,’ at the 
Liberty, is the best new entry. ‘Lar- 
ceny, Inc.,’ with vaude is only aver- 
age at the Palomar after Henry 
Busse’s band boosted ‘Man from 
Headquarters’ to the year’s record 
last session. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Hot from Paramount theatre, 
getting swell $4,500. Last week, ‘Rio 
Rita’ (M-G), and ‘Sunday Punch’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), socko $3,600. | 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-50- 
65) — ‘This Above All’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Oke $5,000 in six days. Last 
week, same film, big $8,200. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58 )— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Cadets 
Parade’ (Col). Looking for great 
$9,000, and holds. Last week, ‘Sub- 
marine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Ladies 
Man’ (Col), okay $5,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58) 
—‘Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘For Keeps’ 
(M-G) (5th wk). Big $3,800 for fifth 
sesh. Last week, same pair, $4,200, 
big. 

Sausic Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (2d wk). Climb- 
ing to okey $3,000 in five days of 
holdover stanza. Last week, same 
two, big $7,100, new record since 
house reopened. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sons of Sea’ 
(WB). Strong $9,000. Last week, 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Marie 
Roget’ (U), immense $9,700. 




















Palomar (Sterling) (1,250; 30-40- 
58)—‘Larceny, Inc. (WB) with 
vaude. Average $7,700. Last week, 


Henry Busse orch plus ‘Man Head- 
quarters’ (Mono), wonderful $10,700, 
and year’s fecord mark here. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—'Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO). Mild $6,- 
500. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), big $7,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (5th wk). 
Good $3,500, Last week, strong $3,- 


| 860. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—To Be’ (UA) and ‘Were Danc- 
ing’ (M-G) (3d run). Trim _ $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (0th) and 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) (3d run), big 
$3,100. 


Flyer’ Forte $9,500 ia 
Port.; ‘Juke Girl’ Trim 96 


Portland, Ore., June 23. 
‘Juke Girl’ proving a winner at 
the Broadway this week, with ‘Wife 
Takes a Flyer’ solid at the Para- 
mount and top gross in town. ‘Tor- 








‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO). Mild $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U), upped 
| pressure in final half to rack up nice 
$10,000. 


There'll Be Lots of This 


Hollywood, June 23. 

War restrictions on the cost of 
film sets shifted the ‘Once Upon a 
Honeymoon’ troupe from RKO to 
Universal to shoot a sequence on 
the large ballroom layout, recently 
the scene of other dramatics in U’s 
‘Saboteur.’ 

Cary Grant and Ginger Rogers 
paraded their art in a huge hotel 
lobby, which had been transformed 
from a ballroom with slight use of 
priority material. 











Mono’s Big Cleanup 
Hollywood, June 23. 

Monogram is bristling these days 
to clean up its 1941-42 production 
schedule, with five features slated to 
roll in the next four weeks. 

Films are ‘Police Bullets,’ ‘Man and 
ithe Devil,’ ‘Here Come the Marines,’ 





tilla Flat’ is still wowing the crowds 
at the UA in its fourth stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). Great $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA), satisfac- 
tory $8,000, but not exceptional. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50) — ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) 
and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par). ‘Blonde’ is a 
moveover from Paramount for third 
week downtown. High $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (3d wk) and 
‘Affairs Valentine’ (Rep), good $3,- 
i . 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50 )—‘Great Man’s Lady’ 
(Par) and ‘True to Army’ (Par). 
Nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Moontide’ 
(20th) and ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO), 
hearty $8,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Lar- 
ceny, Inc.’ (WB). Good $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 
‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th) (2d wk), 
gy $7,100, and moved to May- 
air, 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50) —-‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (4th 
wk) and ‘Ships With Wings’ (UA). 
Still romping on fourth week to 
grand $6,500. Third week, great $7,- 





‘War Dogs’ and ‘Wyoming Roundup.’ 


500. 


Disney Buys de Seversky 
Book for Feature Film 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Walt Disney bought Major Alex- 
ander P. de Seversky’s book, ‘Vic- 
tory Through Air Power,’ as the 
subject of a feature-length cartoon 
for autumn release. 

During the negotiations, Disney 
had his artists at work on prelimi- 
nary sketches and breakdowns, get- 
ting a start on production before the 
purchase contract was signed, All 
the Disney artists not on Govern- 
ment work have been assigned to 
rush completion of ‘Victory.’ 


RITA’ SOCKO 
236, ST. LOO 


St. Louis, June 23. 

All of the deluxers are off to a 
running start curréntly even with 
frequent rain squalls and the b.o. 
count is hefty. Léeew’s, with ‘Rio 
Rita’ should top this field with ease, 
a sock $23,000. The Fox, in mid- 
town, is holding ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ after a great first week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and . ‘Blondie’s 
Event’ (Col). Smash opening points 
to socko $23,000. Last week, ‘Ship 
Ahoy’(M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), swell $17,300 to add 
to the $23,000 garnered on the first 
session, representing the best two 
weeks the house has enjoyed at pop 
prices, 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Henry 
Dizzy’ (Par) (2d wk). Presence of 
‘Dr. I. Q.’ for radio originating pro- 
gram helping to a solid $15,000 after 
strong $21,600 for the first week. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘True to 
Army’ (Par). Fine $8,000. Last week, 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) and ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB), bettered expectations 
for neat $6,400. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) and ‘Pow- 
der Town’ (RKO). Oke $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO), swell $7,600, and 
beyond expectations. 


Dope, $8,500, Pretty 
Smart in Dull L’ville 


Louisville, June 23. 

‘Magnificent Dope,’ at the Rialto, 
is making strong bid to lead the crop 
on the local b.o. front this week and 
is finding the going easy. 

Opposish is not very potent, as 
reissues and h.o.’s are about all the 
town has to offer to the patrons, 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 

(1,400; 15-30-40 )—‘Great Man's Lady’ 

















(Par) and ‘True to Army’ (Par). 
Switchover from Rialto bringing 
satisfactory $2,300. Last week, 


‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Mystery Marie 
(U), moveover stanza, good 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Blues 
in the Night’ (WB). Shaping up as 
strong combo and pulling potent biz. 
Fine $2,500. Last week, ‘Nothing 
But Truth’ (Col) and ‘Lady Willing’ 
(Col), satisfactory $2,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) 
and ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col). Pace 
indicates medium $7,500. Last week, 


‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie’s Blessed Event’ (Col), 
fairish $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 


15-30-40)—This Our Life’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Still going strong: on..thied 
Stanza, $3,000. Last week, second 
stanza, excellent $4,000 mark. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
and ‘Moontide’ (20th), Promises to 
return good $8,500. Last week, 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘True 
to Army’ (Par), sturdy $8,500 and 
moveover, 

Strand. (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 
15-30-40) —‘Kennel Murder Case’ 
(WB) and ‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) 
(reissues). Couple of oldies and pa- 
trons are none too numerous. 
Around $2,500, light. Last week, 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Postman 
Didn’t Ring’ (20th), nice $3,500. 





$650 THEATRE STICKUP 
Portland, Ore., June 23. 

The Orpheum here was robbed of 
$650 last week. 

When Dan V. Bergman and Rex M. 
Hopkins, assistant managers, and 
Mildred Friese, relief cashier, start- 
ed to put the day’s receipts in the 
office, an unidentified man held 
them at bay’ with a long-barreled 
revolver, and scooped the cash from 





money boxes. 


‘BWAY’-VAUDE 
BIG $21,000 
IN CLEVE. | 


-Cleveland, June 23. 

Steamroller of this stanza igs 
‘Broadway,’ at the vaudfilm Palace, 
which has virtually no obstacle in 
its trek toward a surprisingly high 
hot-weather oss. Shirley Ross 
and Frankie Masters’ band are in 
the vaude driving seat. 


‘Great Man’s Lady’ is diddling 
along at next door State for another 
poorish take. Holdovers of ‘In This 
Our Life,’ at Hipp, and ‘Reap Wild 
Wind,’ at Stillman, showing stronger 
caliber. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55) 
—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Cutting through the hot water to 


pull up fine $4,500 on stayover, after 
hooking $6,000 last lap. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45. 
55)—‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Confident of swell $12,000 this week, 
foliowing wham $19,000 last round. 


Lake (Warners) (800; 25-40-45-55) 
— ‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col) plus ‘Pow. 
der Town’ (RKO). Sea thriller’s do- 
ing all the towing, okay at $1,300. 
Last week, ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) 
and ‘Submarine Raider’ (Col), satis- 
factory $2,100. 


Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Broadway’ (Col) plus Shirle 
Ross and Frankie Masters’ band, 
Sturdy bill, braced by helpful ex- 
ploitation and notices; husky $21,000. 
Last frame, ‘Saboteur’ (RKO) with 
Billy House, Dennis Day, Louis 
Prima, landed nearly $20,000, fine. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par). Not 
satisfying at boxoffice; scrawny $8,- 
500. Last chapter, ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G), poor $8,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872: 35-40-45- 
55-60-65)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) 
(3d wk). Big $10,000 for third gal- 
lop; last week, great $12,000. 


SKELTON AIDS ‘MAISIE’ 
TO $14,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, June 23. 
Last week it was the Army show, 
and this week it’s Roy Rogers and 
his Rodeo under auspices of local 
Tall Cedars, that’s being blamed for 
noticeable dip in grosses. 

There’s goodly action, however, 
for ‘In This Our Life’ at the Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55 )—'Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G), 
Series, formerly sluffed off to other 
houses, taking on new stature be- 
cause of addition of Red Skelton. 
Proving itself with okay $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G), 
poor $7,900. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )—‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO) phis Shep Fields orch. Just 
fair at $12,000. Last week, ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ (RKO) plus Major Bowes’ ams, 
fair $13,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-44-55 )—‘Larceny’ (WB). Poor 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ 
(Par), fair $7,200. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par). Slightly 
better than recent doings at this 
house, with $4,000 possible. Last 
week, ‘Girl from Alaska’ (Rep), poor 
$2,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). N.s.g. 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th), 
$3,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-44-55) 
—This Our Life’ (WB). Best in 
town, with healthy $17,000 looked 
for. Last week, third of ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par), brought grand total for 
three-week run. to extra rosy $51,000. 


Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55 )—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Not doing so well after 
previous mild week at downstairs 
Century. Inching out mild $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Married An Angel’ (M- 
G), fair $3,300. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 23. 


‘Riding Through Nevada’ is release 
tag on’ ‘Shotgun Guard’ at Columbia. 

‘Brownie’ at Columbia became 
‘The Daring Young Man.’ 

RKO switched from ‘Singing Guns’ 
to ‘Bandit Ranger.’ 

‘Border Patrol’ release handle on 
‘Missing Men’ at Paramount. 

‘The Desperadoes’ new tag on “The 
Pioneers’ at Columbia. 

‘Orchestra Wife’ at 20th-Fox in- 
creased to ‘Orchestra Wives.’ 

‘Priorities of 1942’ at Paramount 
switched to ‘Priorities on Parade.’ 
‘Under Those Wings’ is now ‘Men 
of the Sky’ at Warners. . 
Metro switched from ‘Ox Train 

















to ‘The Omaha Trail.’ 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 11 





Take Letter’ Big $17,500, Top Frisco 








Filmer; Spitfire Ghost’-Nelson 216 


San Franctsco, June 23. 

Holdovers are predominant cur- 
rently, and boxoffice receipts are off 
consequently. The only two new- 
comers, “Take a Letter, Darling,’ at 
the Paramount, and the Ozzie Nel- 
son stage show plus ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire Sees a Ghost,’ at the Golden 
Gate, are clicking along nicely. 
With the support of only a ‘B’ pic- 
ture, the Nelson-Harriet Hilliard 
band show is drawing a corking 
$21,000, while the Paramount is 
chalking up a big $17,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘This Our Life.” (WB) and ‘Always 
in Heart’ (WB) (2d wk). Good for 
a satisfactory $12,000 on the second 
round. Last week, big $21,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—'Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO) 
and Ozzie Nelson band show. San 
Francisco is going for Nelson and 
his wife, Harriet Hilliard, in a big 
way adding up to $21,000. Last 
week, ‘Syncopation’ (RKO), Jan 
Savitt orch, and three-day personal 
appearance of Bonita Granville, 
socko $21,800. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)—‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Missis- 
sippi Gambler’ (U) (2d wk). Holding 
up to $6,500. Last week, $13,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—Take a Letter’ (Par) and ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep). Go- 
ing strong for big $17,500. Last 
week, ‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Larceny Inc.’ (WB) (2d wk), size- 
able $13,000, better than hoped for. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—Tortila Flat,’ (M-G) and ‘Born 
to Sing’ (M-G) (4th week) on Mar- 
ket St. Still stepping right along, 
rousing $6,000 on fourth sesh. Last 
week, same combo, $7,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) —"Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and ‘Ship With Wings’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Leveling off to $4,000. Last 
week, trim $8,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Figures at $12,000, which is not as 
big as some single bills have been 
doing on the second week here. Last 
week, hefty $19,000. 


‘KISSED BRIDE’ NICE 
$9,000 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, June 23. 

Film the wickets continue to show 
strength. 

‘Gentlemen From West Point’ and 
holdover of ‘Tortilla Flat,’ both 
dualed, are in the vanguard at the 
Buffalo and Lakes, respectively. 
‘They All Kissed Bride,’ at Lafay- 
ette, and repeat for ‘This Above All,’ 
at Hipp, are also nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Ten from West Point’ (20th) and 
‘Mad Martindales’ (20th). Good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘This Above 
All’ (20th) (44-65), exciting $16,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘About 








Face’ (UA) (2d wk). Repeat looks | 


to hit nifty $11,000. Last week, sock 
$17,600, 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘This 
Above All’ (20th). Moveover indi- 
cates sweet $8,000. Last week, ‘Gal 
Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th), snug $7,500 on moveover. 

Layfayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30- 
44)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Cadets Parade’ (Col). Will snag 
nice $9,000. Last week, ‘Broadway’ 
(U) and ‘Treat ’Em Rough’ (U), 
potent $9,300. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-44) 
—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes’ (RKO), Will nab n.g. $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) 
ee Squadron’ (Rep), so-so 

i,0 


Heat Melts B’kiyn Biz: 
‘Moontide’ Mild $14,000 


Brooklyn, June 23. 

All downtown deluxers somewhat 
punch drunk from torrid temp, but 
h.o. of ‘In This Our Life’ and ‘Meet 
Stewarts,’ at Fabian Paramount, will 
emerge with satisfactory result. Sec- 
ond week of ‘Great Man’s Lady’ and 
‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ at Fabian 
Fox is disappointing. 

Estimates for This Week 

._ Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Mayor of 44th 
St. (RKO). Fairish $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (2d and Anal 
wk), first-rate $15,000. 

_ fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55 )— 
Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Ghost 
Frankenstein’ (U) (2d wk). Sluggish 
$10,000. Last week, . attractive 
$17,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 

—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G). Mild $16,000 in view. 
Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Butch 
Minds Baby’ (U), nice $17,000. 
_ Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
90-55)—'This Our Life’ (WB) and 
Meet Stewarts’ (Col) (2d wk). Nice 
$17,000. Last week, great $25,000. 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
-,! a re $1,622,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 151 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncruding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear........... $1,411,400 
(Based on 25 cities, 164 theatres) 


SAL’, $9,000, 
NICE IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 23. 








There's plenty of boxoffice dyna- 
mite in the present loop lineup and 
the turnstiles’ hum is musie to the 
managers’ ears. Business continues 
to soar pretty much all along the 
line downtown. 

With another strong stage show 
headed by Phil Harris’ orch, plus 
screen support in ‘Juke Girl,’ the 
Orpheum tops the field, but ‘My Gal 
Sal,’ at State, also is commanding 
above-par attention. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Adventures Martin Eden’ (Col) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), dual first-runs. 
Good $1,500 in five days. ‘Desper- 
ate Ellery Queen’ (Col) and ‘Fiesta’ 
(UA), dual first-runs, open Tuesda 
(23). Last week, ‘Was Framed’ 
(WB) and ‘Time for Keeps’ (M-G), 
dual first-runs, okay $1,400 in five 
days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Take Letter, Darling’ (Par). Going 
along niceiy after bang-up week at 
State. Nice $4,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d 
wk), good $4,900, after strong $9,- 
000 in first session. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO). Heading 
for good $3,500. Last week, ‘Wife 
Takes Flyer’ (Col), good $3,800. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,400; 39-44-55) 
—Juke Girl’ (WB) and Phil Harris 
orch and acts on stage. First time 
here for Harris, but he’s a draw 
due to radio and films, big $18,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA), good $8,000. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50) —My 
Gal Sal’ (20th). Heavily exploited 
and good $9,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Take Letter, Darling’ (Par), 
very big $12,200. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘My 
Favorite Blonde’ (Par), First nabe 





showing and Bob Hope the ace box- 
office card here. Splendid $4,500 is 
goal. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
(20th), good $3,200. 

World (FPar-Steffes) (350; 30-40- 
50-55) —Girl From Leningrad’ (In- 
die). Russian picture winning fa- 
vor. Good spot for it and may hit 
$2,400. Last week, ‘Mr. V’ (UA) (5th 
wk), satisfactory $1,800 in six days. 


TORTILLA’ FINE 
$41,500 IN 2 
HUB SPOTS 


, Boston, June 23. 
‘Tortilla Flat’ is easily the stand- 
cut here this week, opposed by a 
flock of holdovers. In the latter 
field, ‘Shores of Tripoli’ is the topper. 
Dimout makes downtown Hub 
look like the gaslight era, but film 
trade continues unaffected. 
Estimates for This Week 

Beston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-60) 
—Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO) (2d wk). Hit- 
ting $9,000, good, First week, $14,000, 
excellent. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and ‘Mur- 
der Big Houge’ (WB). Around $7,- 
000, okay. Last week, “This Our 
Life’ (WB) and ‘Always in Heart’ 
(WB), continued from two weeks at 
Met, $7,500, dandy. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60) —‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and 
‘Night Before Divorce’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Flirting with $14,000, good. 
First week hit socko $24,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-44- 
60)—‘Shores of ‘Tripoli’ (20th) and 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Fine $18,500. Initial stanza 
tallied $26,000, very big. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
60)—Tertilla Flat’ (M-G) = and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G). Aiming 
at $24,000, whammo. Last week, 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Alias Bos- 
ton Blackie’ (Col), holdover, $16,- 
800, okay. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-44- 
60)—‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and 
‘Murder Big House’ (WB). Around 
$11,000, staunch. Last week, ‘This 
Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Always in 
Heart’ (WB), continued from two 
weeks at Met, $11,500, excellent. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50-60) 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G). Aiming for 
$17,500, very big. Last week, ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Alias Boston 
Blackie’ (Col), second week; $10,400, 
fair. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55 )—‘Suicide quadron’ (Rep) 
and ‘Girl from Alaska’ (Rep). 
Around $5,000, good, Last week 
‘Let’s Get Tough’ (Mono) and 
‘Tramp, Tramp’ (Col), $3,400, so-so. 











Ship Ahoy’ Sails to Robust $29500 
In Mild L. A.; Kissed Bride’ Nice 236, 
Take Letter’ Solid 19146 in 3d Week 


Los Angeles, June 23. 
Film houses continue to benefit 
from the heavy weekend play 
which is lifting grosses consistently 
into the black. First-run product is 
held over wherever possible to con- 
serve. ‘Ship Ahoy’ and ‘Fingers at 
the Window’ at the State and Chi- 
nese are way out in front currently 
with a combined take of $29,500. 
shod a. Only other newcomer is “They 
All Kissed the Bride’ coupled with 
‘Canal Zone’ which is getting $23,000 
at Pantages and the Hillstreet. The 
two Paramount houses added ‘True 
to the Army’ for the third session 


b] 9 9 
of ‘Take a Letter, Darling’ and are 
tabbing $19,500, plenty okay for ex- 
tended run. 
. e| Forced second week of ‘Big Shot’ 


at Warner’s Downtown and Holly- 

wood still is good for a profitable 

$16,000 for both theatres. 

Detroit, June 23. c Fay yg pe se 

a 4 ; arthay rele - » (1,516; 

Arrival of summer sees no decline | 33.44.55-65-75)—‘'Gone With Wind’ 

in grosses in this major defense cen- | (M-G) (4th wk.). Aiming for $4,000 

ter. in six days, with Metro edict closin, 
Registering strong are ‘My Favor- revived run here. Third week, hi 


: , ow: 4,500. 
ite Spy’ and ‘Wife Takes a Flyer, . (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Tees Wee... fs vex. ss $258,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
BGS BOS. és iwanducs i $251,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
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Chinese 
at the Fox, and the coupling of See eat aan Ahoy’ (M-G) 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and ‘H F »jan ‘ ingers at Window’ (M-G). 
at the Michigan, | Heading, for trim $12,500, Last 
° week, ‘Above c i 
Estimates for This Week $14,000. wectauee 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 60-18). Bla Shot’ Ca oe) nena 
og , -15)—'Big Shot’ wk.). Force 
Gal Sal’ (20th) (4th wk) and | hotdover carried by weekend biz for 
Drums Congo, (U). Freshener added| okay $8,500. Initial stanza good 
to persistent holdover, with nice $7,- a) man aie ace 
200 our r -I- ) (900: 35- 
— to follow good $7,800 | 44155 (65)—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep 
ast week. it and ‘Churchill’s Island’ (UA short 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- | (2d wk.). Okay $3,300 slated fol- 
65)—‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) andj lowing good $4,000 initial week. 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO). Fine $18,- Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
000. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) andj 75)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Brook- 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), choice|lyn Orchid’ (UA) (2d wk.). Satis- 
$21,000. sspee’ $4,000. First week, tallied 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; Se any 
40-55-65)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) | ,.“olywood (WB) (2.756; 33-44-55~ 
‘ ? : 65-75)—Big Shot’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA). Solid $19,000. Close t 7500. gi h 
Last week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) = SS we SAVES Meee Ste 


- - . | profit. First week, good $9,500. 
wa stave. stnaaly Sb GO Dernle | Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 33-44- 


, ? 55-65)—‘Strange Case Dr. RX’ (U), 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,-| ‘Lone Star Ranger’ (20th) and Ella 
000; 40-55-65) —‘Gold Rush’ (UA) | Fitzgerald orchestra and stage show. 
(2d wk) and ‘Great Man’s Lady’| Tasket singer responsible for solid 
(Par). Latter moved over from | $13,000. Last week. ‘Valley Sun’ 
Michigan, to give added hypo to re-| (RKO), ‘Tough As Come’ (U) and 
issue; should add $10,000, ‘after last| stage show, headed by Andrews 
week's $12,000. Sisters, monenes $15,000. . 
United Artists (Uni etroit) Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55- 
(2,000; 40-55-68)—"We Were Dane. |65)—All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
ing’ (M-G) and ‘Grand Central Mur- ‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Breezing along 
der’ (M-G). Good $12,000. Last | ‘0 good $11,800. Last week, Syne 
week, ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). | Copation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon Takes 
good '$9 000 ’| Over’ (RKO),“fair $10,500. 
teat Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75) —Take Letter’ (Par) (3d 





wk.) and ‘True to Army’ (Par). 


N IONA BO O IC ~ R ‘Army’ brought in to bolster the 
A ‘ ‘ i X li I H f \ L, ‘ third sesh of ‘Darling’ and lifting 
L gross over second week to $11,500. 





Plenty of Alibis This Week—‘Kissed Bride,’ ‘Take Letter,’ 
‘Juke Girl’ and ‘10 Gentlemen’ Loom As Topnotchers 





Unexpectedly torrid weather, rain or quarterly in- 
come tax payments were favorite excuses offered by 
exhibitors when product disappointed this week. 
Maximum number of extended playdates and move- 
overs are aiso weighing down the week’s total. 

‘They All Kissed the Bride’ (Col), ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th), ‘Take a Letter, Darling’ (Par), ‘Juke Gir!’ 
(WB), ‘Wife Takes a Flyer’ (Col) and ‘10 Gentlemen 
from West Point’ (20th) give best indication of staying 
powers among the week’s performances. Many appear 
in just a few key spots, ‘10 Gentlemen’ showing up in 
Biffalo with a good $12,000 and okay, $33,000 in third 
week in N. Y. ‘Magnificent Dope’ came to light in 
three spots. It is good in offish Louisville, same in 
K. C. and oke on a five-day Seattle holdover. 

‘Take a Letter,’ topped by a nice $34,000 on the 
fourth N. Y. -session, is strong $19,500 in two spots on 
third L. A. trip and leading all straight filmers in 
Frisco with a big $17,500. ‘Juke Girl,’ with a strong 
$45,000 opening week at N. Y. Strand, continues doing 
well despite uneven crix praise. Listed also as swell in 
Washington, great in Portland and a big $18,000 in 
Minneapolis aided by a band. ; 

Joan Craword Entry Strong 

Two entries from the Columbia stables zoom into the 
spotlight this week, with ‘They All Kissed the Bride’ 
standout of pair, proving Joan Crawford’s b.0o. draw 
all over again. It is racking up a smacko $14,000 in 
Cincinnati, smash $9,000 to top Seattle, forte $9,500 in 
Pittsburgh, nice $9,000 in Buffalo and ditto at $23,000 
in two L. A. houses, Other is ‘Wife Takes a Flyer,’ 
which varies from sad to hot. It is the former at only 
$15,000 in N. Y. and torrid at $21,500 in Washington, 
backed by vaudeville. Credited with forte $9,500 and 
best gross in Portland, fine 18G in Detroit and a 
pleasing $8,000 in K. C. 

‘Big Shot’ (WB), another newcomer, is not so favor- 
ably rated, getting a bare $16,000 on second sesh in two 
L. A. spots and only so-so on its second Cincy stanza. 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G), too, is not doing so much. 
While sturdy at $21,000, backed up by vaudeville, in 
Washington, it is a sour $10,500 in Philadelphia 








‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) also got off to a limping start 
in N. Y. with only $10,000. 

Indicating that distributors are hard put to supply 
sufficient product is the appearance of several re-issue 
combos. Warner’s used ‘Kennel Murder Case’ and 
‘Gambling Lady’ to mild returns in Louisville. RKO is 


producing fine results. by teaming ‘Gunga Din’ and 
‘King Kong’ in Omaha while ‘The Real Glory,’ UA re- 
issue, is healthy $8,500 in Providence, 

‘Reap’ Still Smash Reaper 

‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) continues its smash pace. 
Chicago shows it strong at 10G in its fifth session, 
Cleveland ditto in its third week, K. C. fine third stanza 
and Pittsburgh smash $24,000. In Denver, it is zooming 
to a sock $17,500 in second sesh, topping its first week, 
and again pacing the town. 

Much the same story comes from ‘Variety’ corre- 
spondents on ‘In This Our Life’ (WB), ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G) and ‘This Above All’ (20th). Last named is still 
good in its sixth week at the N. Y. Astor, swell in 
Providence, and oke in second week in Frisco. ‘Our 
Life’ is healthy at $17,000 in Baltimore, nice on second 
sessions in Cleveland, Brooklyn and Frisco while oke 
in third Louisville stanza. ‘Tortilla’ is sturdy at $16,500 
on second Wash. week, fine $41,500 for two Boston 
houses, grand on fourth Portland sesh, strong $11,000 
in Omaha, but only mild in Brooklyn and fair second 
Denver week. Good reports continue pouring in on 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th), including a fourth sesh in Detroit 
and extended runs in Montreal, Philly and Boston. 

Off the ticker: ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G),. nice 
$14,000 in Providence. ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), bright 
$45,000 in Chicago backed by Skinnay Ennis band; 
solid 15G second sesh in St. Louis. ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), 
socko $23,000 in St. Louis. ‘Moontide’ (20th), fine $7,500 
in Montreal. ‘This Gun for Hire’ (Par), fine $8,000 in 
St. Louis. ‘Broadway’ (U), big $21,000 in Cleveland, 
aided by vaude; strong $9,000 in Seattle, stout $10,000 in 
Denver. ‘Gold Rush’ (UA), $8,500 on 10th N. Y. week, 
nice $9,000 on second Boston stanza and okay 10G in 
second Detroit week. ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) tops in two 
L. A. houses at robust $29,500. 


Second week of ‘Darline’ and ‘Re- 
member Pearl.Harbor’. (Ren), good 
$76,500; vem ~ 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M)* 
(1,409; 44-55-65-75)—Take Letter’ 
(Par) (3d wk.) and “True to Army’ 
(Par). First dualer in house since 
opening four months ago, with 
‘Army’ in to enable ‘Darling’ to hold 
due to product shortage for sum- 
mer. Heading for okay $8,000. Sec- 
ond week of ‘Darling’ solo, good 
$9,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) 
and ‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Perky wit 
$11,200. Last week, ‘Syncopation 
(RKO) and ‘Falcon Takes Over’ 
(RKO), slick $13,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 
55-65-75) —‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and 
‘Fingers At Window’ (M-G). Downs 
town trade partial to musicals and 
playing merry tune of $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Above All’ (20th) soloed for 
fine $15,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
33-44-55-65) — ‘This Above All 
(20th). Moveover first run down- 
town will collect so-so $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G), terrific $8,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55- 
65)—This Above All’ (20th). Cinch 
attraction for the Beverly Hills 
trade, but only fairish $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G), terrific $9,500. 


‘Above All’ Wraps It Up 


Hollywood, June 23. 


20th-Fox washes up its 1941-42 re- 
lease program this month with the 
delivery of ‘This Above All,’ making 
a total of 50 promised features. 

August calls for five releases on 
the 1942-43 schedule, beginning with 
‘Footlight Serenade’ on the first of 
the month. Others are ‘Pied Piper,’ 
‘A’haunting We Will Go,’ ‘The Loves 











of Edgar Allan Poe,’ and ‘Little 
Tokyo, U. S. A.’ 
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HOLIDAY’ PET OF THE NETS 








Astaire Proves He’s Hotter Than— 


PLENTY PLUGGING 

















FOR NEW PAR Plo 


Major Air Shows Give Mark 
Sandrich Hit String of 
Salutes — 14 Berlin Tunes 
Start Spinning on Platter 
Stations 





os 


ASTAIRE GUESTS 





Parade of plugs for Paramount’s 
smashing new hit musical ‘special,’ 
Mark Sandrich production of ‘Holiday 
Inn,’ with Irving Berlin music, 
started last week with release of the 
top tunes for air performance. Par 
expects the radio buildup of ‘Holiday 
Inn’ to reach a crescendo around 
about September 4, pic’s national re- 
lease date. With 14 tunes to play 
with and play, ‘Holiday’ can’t miss 
keeping things cooking on the kilo- 
cycles, 

Kate Smith last week sang ‘Be 
Careful, It’s My Heart,’ one of the 
Crosby-Astaire picture’s sock bal- 
lads. Song was heard on all major 
networks immediately after release. 
Tomorrow night, Kraft Music Hall 
follows through when Bing Crosby 
has his co-star Astaire as guest. Bing 
himself will _deliver | two ‘Holiday 
Inn’ and ‘Song 
He ond Astaire will 





trrmac 


of Freedom.’ 
duo on the number they sell so well 


in the picture—T’ll Capture Her 
Heart Singing.’ 
Reported that tributes to Irving 


Berlin on the Coca-Cola ‘Pause That 
Refreshes’ and on the Texaco Star 





Wake Island’ Draws First Recruit; | 


Theatre program will follow shortly. 
Other top show sendoffs are on the 
fire. 

Meanwhile, Paramount 
| ing through with a 





1S fo slow- 
repeat 
| pitch that did such a socko job for 


Macdonald Car ‘Y Joint Mar IN@S | Fieet’s 1"—senaing 78 RPM platters 
to major turntable stations through- 





Paramount’s epic of the heroic 
band of American Marines who 
bore the brunt of the Jap attack 
on Wake Island will probably 
eause many a lad to sign up with 
the U. S. Marines when it gets into 
release. West Coast advices indi- 
cate it’s a stirring picture, certain 
to make pulses pound. 

Be that as it may, ‘Wake Island’ 
can be credited with at least a 
part of the motivation that caused 
Macdonald Carey, Paramount star 
who made his debut in ‘Take a 





| ‘Holiday’ tunes—if jukes stay in | 
business. Decca is putting out | 
Sale of Paramount’s ‘Holiday | twelve recordings from the show 
| ton’ as @ ‘special’ marks the third! which may be merchandised in an 
| 


Letter, Darling’ and drew critical | 
applause from trades and news- 
papers, to drop his career at its| 


peak. Carey last week signed ap- 
plication for the Marines—just a 
few days after the last footage of 
*Wake Island’ was filmed. The pic- 
ture gave Carey top prominence 
along with Brian Donlevy, Robert 
Preston and Albert Dekker. 


‘FOR WHOM BELL TOLLS’ 
SURE OF A TOUCHDOWN 


Looks like a sure thing for an 
old-fashioned Notre Dame cleanup 
for Par’s ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls,’ if you judge by the names 








of players already selected for | 


major roles. 


following are definitely in the cast: 
Mme. Katina Paxinou.. 
Tamiroff. 


Rasumny, Bulgalov, 
Granach, One more’ll make eleven! 


Top femme role of | 
Maria isn’t set yet; however, the! Berlin music, Crosby singing and 
| Astaire dancing hasn’t been touch- 
.Akim|ed in many a day. 
..and players last-named | show runs a full 101 minutes—with 
Calleia, Ciannelli, Sokoloff, Snegoff,| fourteen songs and eight Astaire 


|picture for this type of distribu- 
| tion, 





| 


out the country. Recordings of 
Benes Christmas,’ ‘Easy to Dance 


| With,’ ‘Be Careful, It’s My Heart’ 
|and ‘Happy Holiday’ are going out. 
Fifteen-minute electrical  tran- 
scription also has been made and is 
PAR’S THIRD being supplied where airing is guar- 
SPECIAL 








anteed. In addition, plan now is to 
make up a special recording of Ber- 
lin’s ‘Song of Freedom’ for radio sta- 
tions. This tune is a timely pa- 
triotic number heard near the close 
of the picture. 

Jukes are sure to jump with the 








album; Victor (& Bluebird) 


time the company has set aside a waxing seven. Columbia has made 





three and may follow with more. 
First was ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’; second was ‘Reap the Wild | 
Wind.’ Both pix have made—and | 


Both pix have SHORT STUDIO SHOTS 


Handling of ‘Holiday’ will be | Victor Moore, Eddie Bracken 
similar in all respects to the treat- | and Betty Hutton are slated for top 
ment given ‘Purchase,’ it was indi- | spots in ‘Very Hot for Haiti’. ..Robin 
cated; national release comes Labor|and Rainger, the old reliable hit 
Day, with a world premiere and | builders, will cook up the tunes... 
perhaps a few spot bookings prior | Lt. Commander Wassell, Navy doc- 
to that date. tor whose saga C. B. DeMille will 

No picture in many moons has | film, visits C. B.’s Paradise ranch for 
grabbed such an all-out trade press | interviews with DeMille and James 
reception as ‘Holiday’ got following | Hilton, to be used as background 
recent trade showings, Concensus|material...‘Jingle, Jingle, Jingle,’ 
was that the four-star combo of | hit tune of ‘The Forest Rangers,’ bids 
Mark Sandrich production, Irving | fair to do another ‘Deep in the Heart 


of Texas,’ according to the New York 
Post’s disc columnist...pic is now 
editing...Grosset & Dunlap, N. Y. 
pubs, will do a film edition of Da- 
shiell Hammett’s ‘The Glass Key’ to 











Fact that the 





Renaldo, and ' routines—also puts it into the sure-/|tie in with the Par Brian-Donlevy- 


money class. Veronica Lake-Alan Ladd picture. 


sot i te el A A I I A 


on the | 


+ 
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List of Top Names Stands at 50 
For Par's Star Spangled Rhythm’ 








| weeks 


| 
| mount. 


|have ‘Take a Letter’ 
are | 








Paramount Studio continues to 
add marquee names to the cast of 
its forthcoming musical extrava- 
ganza, ‘Star Spangled Rhythm,’ at 
the rate of two or three a day. 
Pic started with a cast list eme- 
bracing almost all big name Para- 
mount players; since the start, 
headliners of stage and radio have 
been added in braces and teams. 

Among recent signees are Ann 
Revere, Slim and Slam and Edgar 
Dearing. Filming is underway. 


PLANET? RADIO WAVE? 
NO— IT’S SUPERMAN! 


REAP’S LATEST 
HARVEST OF 
RECORDS 


Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ busted a house 
record again over last week- 
end; this time at Loew’s Akron, 
First three days gross topped 
‘N.W.M.P.’ by 20 per cent. 











Denham, Denver, which re- ; ; 
ported a_ twelve-year-record y Famous opening line of Par’s 
opening on ‘Reap’ last week, SUPERMAN’ shorts—What’s that 


zooming through the air?’—will 
gross topped all house records have a new meaning after August 
tor twelve-year history of the 31. After that date, WOR-Mutual 
theatre by twenty-five percent. System will feed out a quarter- 
Dave Cockrill says ‘attendance | hour ‘Superman’ show over 202 
shows no signs of abating.’ MBS stations, daily, Mondays 

Miller Theatre, Wichita, re- | through Fridays, at 5:30 p.m., EWT. 
ported a first three day gross | Program opens up a sock spot for 
for ‘Reap’ amounting to 212 per theatres playing Superman shorts, 
cent of the ‘N.W.MP.’ take. who can try for brief announce- 
‘Reap’ has also cracked house |Ments at breakdown time. 

K, ce 
the Paramount, Nashville, and 
in Salt Lake. 

With ‘Reap’ in its fourth, 
fifth and sixth week in a bunch 
of dates—and all grosses top- 
ping ‘N.W.M.P.’ by wide mar- 
gin, only broken house records 
remain news, and we will not 
bother you with lesser figures. 


has wired in that first week’s 





—Firecrackers! 














mena ae BS 


TAKE A LETTER’ 
TAKING LEASES 


Paramount’s ‘Take a Letter, 
Darling’ seems set to make long 
runs the general rule, judging by 
first reports of early dates in vari- 
ous parts of the country. Pic is 
playing its third day-and-date 
in the Paramount, Holly- 
wood, and the Los Angeles Para- 
Minneapolis and St. Paul 
in its second 











stanza. 

Picture closes at the big New 
York Paramount after a socko four 
week run today. New tenant is 
the new Dorothy Lamour-Techni- 
color tropical romance, ‘Beyond 
the Blue Horizon,’ which intro- 
duces Richard Denning—a new 
blonde male lead to heart-throb 
the gals. ‘Beyond the Blue’ also 
boasts new comedy interest, with 
Jack Haley and Walter Abel shar- 
ing the chuckle-building chore. 
Otherwise the picture repeats 
many of the phases that made 
‘Aloma’ a b.0. sensation—among 
them a screen play by Frank But- 
ler; direction by Alfred Santell; 
Technicolor; South Seas locale— 
and plenty kisses and cliff-hanging. 











Fred Astaire. touches off the string 
of crackers that starts his sensa- 


CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE 

DAY every day—by getting be- 

hind the sale of War Stamps and 
Bonds in your theatre! 


tional ‘Firecracker Dance’ in 
‘Holiday Inn.” For what happens 
split second later, see top left. 
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Strand, Cincy, Goes Newsreel After 
Checkered Career; Exchange Briefs 





Cincinnati, June 23. 

Checkered career, with s0-so re- 
sults, of the Strand, downtown 1,500- 
seater, is to take a new twist July 10 
when becoming Cincy’s first news- 
reel theatre. Hovse is operated by 
Alex Schreiber, Detroit chain exhib, 
who took it over last fall for his 
initial enterprise in this section. It 
has a double-bill policy on 25c 
availabilities. St-and had been dark 
for some month~ before Schreiber 
took it over. Under previous indie 
operation, for several years, it had 
varied policies: single features, duals, 
weekend vaude at different pop 
scales. ‘ 

One of Schreiber’s short-lived ex- 
periments was to keep house open 
until 2:30 am. for defense and other 
workers on night shifts. He reseated 
and redecorated the place and just 
lately improved the front with a 
modern marquee and 50-foot electric 
name sign. 





Denman Vice Copeland 
Denver, June 23. 


Johnny Denman moved _ from 
Broadway, Denver, to_ Rialto, as 
manager, succeeding Lieut. Jack 


Copeland, reserve officer and Rialto 
manager, who left to join the air 
force. Clyde Pease, Paramount as- 
sistant, gets Broadway managership. 
Otto Bartusch, assistant at Ft. Col- 
lins, Colo., moved to Paramount job. 

Jack Kramer, Fox Intermountain 
city manager at Sidney, Neb., prac- 
tically in the army, only awaiting 
call. 

Fox opening new 500-seat house at 
La Junta, Colo., the Scout, remodeled 
building. Also reopening the old 
Elks Opera house at Leadville, 850 
seats, because of the locating nearby 
of a ski training camp for the army. 
The opera house was built in the 
town’s original mining boom years 
ago by H. A. W. Tabor, who also 
= the Tabor theatre in Denver in 


Bill Siater, Oriental manager and 
director of publicity for Civic the- 
atres, has joined army. His wife is 
taking course in ambulance work at 
nearby army post. 





Sheridan Causes Revamp 
Des Moines, June 23. 

With the resignation of Hal, Sheri- 
dan as city manager and manager of 
the Paramount, Cedar Rapids, Tri- 
States has made the following 
changes in personnel: Orville Ren- 
nie, city manager and manager of 
the Fort, Rock Island, Il., goes to 
Cedar Rapids to suoceed Sheridan. 
Jack Kolbo, manager of Esquire, Da- 
venport, takes over the Fort, and 
Fred Danico, manager of the Garden, 
Davenport, takes over Esquire. Until 
a manager for the Garden at Daven- 
port is named, A. Don Allen, city 
manager, will 0.0, the house. 

Hal Sheridan becomes manager of 
the Times, only nabe in Cedar Rap- 
ids, remodeled a few months ago 
from a big apartment house garage 
and owned by Kenneth F. Childs. 
The Times, which he takes over, has 
been picketed for months by the 
AFL, because the former manager 
refused to hire union operators. 
Sheridan always has been friendly 
with the unions. 





Aaron Goldberg’s 30th Anni 
San Francisco, June 23. 

Aaron Goldberg yesterday (Mon- 
day) celebrated his 30th anniversary 
as an independent exhibitor. Three 
hundred of San Francisco’s theatre 
and film exchange leaders attend- 
ed Goldberg’s anniversary cocktail 
party. 

Goldberg, dean of the independent 
exhibitors here, now operates six 
houses, including two newsreel the- 
atres, in San Francisco and Oakland. 

The Alexandria, nabe house which 
has been almost completely rebuilt 
to the tune of $110,000 reopened 
recently. The only parts of the 
old theatre remaining are three 
walls and the roof, The fourth wall 
was knocked out for an extension 
that gives the house 300 more seats, 
or 1,705, 


San Francisco Theatres, Inc., 


Owner, ballyhooing the reopening as | 


‘everything new but the name.’ 





Set ‘Yankee’ Selling 

Plans on “YanKee Doodle Dandy,’ 
which will probably go out on spe- 
cial engagements at increased ad- 
missions early in the fall instead of 
during the summer, will be among 
matters discussed at the two-day 
= meeting of Warner Bros, July 


While Ben Kalmenson will preside 
at the sessions, Joseph Bernhard, 
vice-president and general manager 
of Warners, will address the as- 
sembled distribution forces. Roy 
Haines, Arthur Sachson, A. W. 
Schwalberg, Norman H. Moray and 
Mort Blumenstock, from the h.o., 
will also sit in. 

Exact pOlicy on ‘Dandy’ will prob- 
ably be announced during the July 
2-3 meetings. . 





Shea’s Shifts 
Due to the death of Robert C. 
orning, of Jamestown, N. Y. and 
to Charlie Simpson, manager of the! 


Park, Youngstown, going into the 
service, and the previous joining up 
of a couple of assistant managers, 
the following changes have just been 
completed: 

Dan Gilhula, manager of the Pal- 
ace and Bula, at Ashtabula, O., to 
Jamestown, as manager of the Shea 
and Roosevelt. 

Bob Russell, manager of the Shea, 
Geneva, O., to Ashtabula, O 

James Salmans, manager of the 
Park, Westfield, Mass., to Park, Gen- 
eva, O., manager of the Shea. 

Andrew Grainger, assistant man- 
ager, Ashtabula, O., to Park, West- 
field, Mass; Sanford Rowlands, as- 
sistant manager at Bradford, Pa. to 
Ashtabula, O., as assistant. Tem- 
porarily no assistant assigned to 
Bradford; Fred Lahrmer, assistant, 
Jamestown, N, Y., to assistant, Col- 
onial, Akron, O. Temporarily no 
assistant manager assigned to 
Jamestown; E. W. Smith, temporary 
manager at Jamestown, N. Y., dur- 
ing Mr. Horning’s illness, to Youngs- 
town as manager of the Park. 





Posterites’ Convention 
Philadelphia, June 23. 

Members of Association of Inde- 
pendent Poster Exchanges will meet 
in Philly Sunday (28). Convention 
will be held at the Broadwood hotel. 
Reps from all over the country ex- 
pected. 


Hays Office Publicity 
Realignment Sets 
Swensen, Trumbull 








Publicity setup of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors Assn. 
was Officially realigned last week 
in line with the vacancy caused by 
the departure of Kenneth Clark, di- 
rector of Hays office department of 
information, to the U.S. Army as a 
major, now in Washington. Joel 
Swensen, vet in the Hays office publi- 
city department and assistant to Clark 
has been spotted in as director of 
the information department in N. Y. 
Swensen’s new position will not ex- 
tend to the Public Relations Com- 
mittee (eastern division), Clark’s 
activity on the PRC being taken over 
by Walter Trumbull, assistant to 
Will Hays. Trumbull already has 
been made a member of the PRC 
executive committee. 

Swensen has been made chairman 
of the Irternational Film Relations 
Committee, taking over Clark’s old 
activity as head of the foreign ad- 
publicity managers’ group. Harry 
Smith, Jr.. a member of the Hays 
office publicity staff for a number of 
years, has been named secretary of 
the committee. 

Originally, Trumbull was to have 
headed the department of informa- 
tion, but his actévity in general 
MPPDA work and with the PRC was 
regarded as too much to permit 
handling all informational detail. 
Glendon Allvine, of course, contin- 
ues as secretary of the PRC. 


Frisco War Bond Preem 


For U’s ‘Eagle Squadron’ 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Universal party leaves tonight for 
San Francisco to attend a war bond 
preem of ‘Eagle Squadron’ at the 
Orpheum there tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) night ineluding Walter Wan- 
g-r, Arthur Lubin, Jon Hall, Lief 
Erickson, Margaret Hayes, Evelyn 
Ankers, Robert Stark and Lou 
Smith. 

Preem has already sold $180,000 in 
bonds and Wanger will personally 
purchase $25,000 worth at the open- 
ing. 


Kaufman Adds Two 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Edward Kaufman's production 
schedule was augmented by two 
features, ‘Defense Town’ and ‘Miss 
Grant .Takes Richmond.’ 
Both pictures are slated for sum- 
mer shooting. 














HARMON JOINS RKO 
Lewis Harmon, former Broadway 
legit press agent, has joined Terry 
Turner’s field exploitation staff at 
RKO. He has been assigned the 
Omaha-Des Moines territory, follow- 
ing a breaking in Philadelphia. 

In addition to Broadway p.a.ing, 
Harmon has made a number of 





cross-country tours ahead of legit- 
ers. 


staff for 


‘Pride’ Into 41 N. Y. Spots 
Coincidental with Astor 


‘Pride of the Yankees,’ opening at 
the Astor theatre, New York, July 
15, for a run, will be shown simulta- 
neously in 40 other RKO houses in 
the N.Y. metropolitan area for the 
one night only. 

No national merchandising policy 
or scale at the Astor has yet been 
decided, from accounts. 


PAR’S BONUS SYSTEM 
FOR ITS SALESMEN 


Following a meeting at the Para- 
mount homeoffice attended by dis- 
tribution officials and the 11 district 
sales managers of the company, 
held Friday (19), plans are going 
forward to place into operation a 
bonus plan for sellers throughout 
this country and. Canada. Added 
money to be handed out will be 
based on sales in comparison with 
quotas and will be retroactive to 
the beginning of the current (1941- 
42) season. 

The Par district managers will 
serve aS a committee to determine 
the bonuses due each member of 
the sales department based on busi- 
ness done when the season ends. 
They include Milt Kusell, William 
Erbb, Harry Goldstein, Eerle Swei- 
gart, Allen Usher, R. C. LiBeau, 
Manuel Brown, Hugh Braly, Hugh 
Owen, Jack Kirby and Gordon 
Lightstone. Last-mentioned, just 
placed in charge of Canadian sales, 
succeeds Del Goodman, who was 
present at the Friday (19) sessions. 

Neil F. Agnew, Charles Reagan, 
Joe Unger, George Smith and Oscar 
Morgan represented the homeoffice. 


Bill Hoyle Drafted 
For War Bond Work 


Washington, June 23. 

Bill Hoyle, in charge of publicity 
and promotion for the A. L. Licht- 
man chain of theatres, has been 
drafted as consultant by the Treasury 
Department for the War Bonds cam- 
paign. First assignment of the $1-a- 
year specialist was direction of ral- 
lies at Lewisohn stadium in New 
York, the Amphitheatre in Chicago 
and ball park at Detroit. Paul Robe- 
son, Bill Robinson, Marion Anderson, 
Olivia De Havilland, Barry Wood and 
Richard Crooks provided the star 
talent. 

Hoyle will be assigned to handle 
other big bond rallies soon for Carl- 
ton Duffus, director of Motion Pic- 
tures and Special Events, War Sav- 
ings Staff. He retains his position as 
publicity director for the Lichtman 
theatres. Before this alliance he ran 
‘Back Stage’ column on Washington 
Times and served as assistant to Nel- 
son B. Bell, drama editor Washington 
Post. 














Disney’s ‘Bambi’ Will 
Get Preem in Maine 


Augusta, Me., June 23. 
Plans for a Maine premiere of 
‘Bambi,” Walt Disney’s latest, were 
discussed here Wednesday (17) by 
Disney studio and Maine Develop- 
ment Commission representatives. 
Based on Felix Salten’s best seller 
about the life of Maine deer, the film 
probably will be premiered in Port- 
land sometime in August, following 
its pre-release late July engagement 
at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. 


‘Eagle’ Ballyists 


Maurice Bergman, Universal’s east- 
ern ad-publicity chief, has virtually 
completed his expanded exploitation 
staff, which will be used on initial 
playdates of ‘Eagle Squadron.’ Pic- 
ture is opening in several spots this 
week, including Buffalo, Harrisburg 
and Baltimore. Chi date follows 
shortly. 

In addition to John M. Hill, flying 
officer of the Eagle Squadron, who 
served as technical advisor on the 
picture while on leave to recover 
from war wounds, the exploitation 
‘Squadron’ now includes 
Lou Davidson, Leo Mishkin, George 
Fraser, Ben Katz, George Fishman, 
Milton Crandall, Bill Blum, Edward 
Bonns, Lew Carroll, Ed Holland and 
Louis Allemann., 


‘MOON’ INTO N.Y. RIVOLI 
‘Moon and Sixpence’ is scheduled 
to go into the Rivoli, New York, the 
last week in August. 

United Artists has set ‘One of 
Our Aircraft Is Missing’ for release 
ahead of ‘Sixpence,’ though no de- 











cision on New York house has yet 
been made, 


Pic Publicity Group Enlists Radio; ; 
McCormick New Head Vice Gillham 





Max Fogel Regains House 
Under Schine Divestment 


Rochester, N. Y., June 23. 

Max Fogel, former owner of the 
Webster here, regained control last 
week under the court order requir- 
ing the Schine chain to divest itself 
of 16 theatres. Sale of the 900-seat 
nabe for around $50,000 was to the 
Webster-Rosewood Corp., of which 
Fogel is operating head. 

Schines, which have two other 
theatres in the general neighbor- 
hood of the Webster, closed the 
house two days before the deal was 
completed. They now have 10 thea- 
tres in the city and two suburban 
houses. 

Fogel was manager of Schines’ 
Monroe for more than a year after 
the chain took over his theatre. 


Columbia Winds Up Its 
Convention With ‘Open 
Door’ Conciliation Note 


Columbia Pictures wound up its 
annual sales meeting over the. week- 
end with group and individual ses- 
sions of visiting salesmen after A. 
Montague, sales chief, had voiced 
the company’s ‘open door’ policy as 
regards exhibitors and their legi- 
timate grievances. Montague told 
the trade press that Columbia would 
continue its policy of conciliating 
legitimate grievances, having in mind 
particularly those sections of country 
which had suffered from wartime 
population shifts. He said the $18,- 
000,000 budget for 1942-43 marked a 
new peak in expenditures for the 
company. 

Montague stressed that the com- 
pany’s new program is in no way 
designed to conform in any way with 
the UMPI sales plan, stating’ that 
he was convinced exhibitors always 
have wanted to buy as much prod- 
uct at one time as they could. He 
also explained that the big business 
enjoyed by Columbia in the current 
season was attributable in no way 
to the Consent Decree, but that bet- 
ter quality of pictures should re- 
ceive the credit. 


Columbia policy will be to discuss 
adjustments or any-other issue with 
exhibitors strictly with the exhibs 
themselves, he said, and not with 
any third party sitting in on the 
conference. Though not further en- | 
larged, Montague’s vemarks:aie2 in- | 
terpreted as refering to arbitration 
set up via the Consent Decree or to 
the UMPI plan for setting up a sell- 
ing system for next season, or pos- 
sibly both. 


Montague explained that Arizona, 
New Mexico and Montana presently 
are spots. where. exhibitors have 
been hurt most by wartime disloca- 
tion of population. 


V.p. Jack Cohn told the conven- 
tion, in closing sessions, that current 
Columbia sales campaign was pro- 
gressing so favorably that it is likely 
$50,000 in war bonds will be required 
for distribution as prizes to the win- 
ning members of the company sales 
staff. Company is giving U. S. war 
bonds as prizes in the current cam- 
paign, 








Col. Holds Back 24 Commando Pic 
Hollywood, June 23. 


Columbia, with two Commando 
stories on hand, has temporarily 
shelved one, although it has moved 
up into the best-seller classification. 
The other one, ‘The Commandos,’ 
by C. S. Forester, which appeared 
in Cosmopolitan mag, is now being 
filmed with Paul Muni in top role. 
Irwin Shaw did the screenplay. 
Second Commando story is the 
book, ‘The Commandos,’ by Elliott 
Arnold, former New York World- 
Telegram feature writer, who is now 
in the Army. It was published only 
three weeks ago and is already in 
its sixth printing. 

Forester yarn is owned by Lester 
Cowan and is being produced by him 
for Columbia. Arnold’s book is 
owned by Columbia itself, having 
been purchased several months be- 
fore publication. Yarns are quite 
different, it is said, and Arnold's 





book may be held as the basis for 
a second picture. 


v 





S. Barret McCormick, RKO ad- 
publicity chief, was unanimously 
elected chairman of the Public Re- 


lations Committee (eastern division) 
at the weekly meeting held last 
Thursday (18), He serves in this 
post for the next six months, the 
same as Robert Gillham, Paramount 
ad-publicity head, who is just con- 
cluding his six-month tenure of of- 
fice. 


Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros. 
eastern advertising-publicity man- 
ager, was elected to the executive 
committee of PRC. Blumenstock’s 
elevation to the executive commit- 
tee is said to have resulted from his 
job as chairman of the planning sub- 
committee. Over-all public relations 
program mapped already has been 
approved by Hays office directorate, 
excepting market* analysis portion, 
with committee thanked for its ef- 
fort. Several directors, admitting it 
was a step in the right direction 
towards impreving public relations, 
said many suggested moves admit- 
tedly should have been done years 
ago. Other members of committee 
are Walter Trumbull, of the Hays 
office; McCormick and Gillham. 

PRC session also approved a pro- 
posal intended to give the motion 
picture industry additional institu- 
tional publicity on radio network 
shows. Proposal would seek to have 
all airway shows on which screen 
stars appear credit the film busi- 
ness as a whole. Idea would be to 
persuade sponsors and broadcasters 
to state that ‘Madame X appears 
on John Doe program as a public 
service for your entertainment from 
the motion picture industry,’ or, in 
the case of radio versions of film 
piays, ‘this dramatization is a pub- 
lic service from the film industry.’ 

Understood that individual com- 
pany credit has been waived by dif- 
ferent film companies having play- 
ers who double in radio shows, al- 
though this company credit could be 
included also if broadcasters ap- 
proved. 


PRC also is sending letters to all 
exchange center cities inviting cer- 
tain publicists and other repre- 
sentatives to serve in their in- 
dividual localities in much the same 
way the committee carries on 
nationally. War Activities Commit- 
tee reps would be asked to represent 
the PRC in 43 different key cities, 
in some spots this being the com- 
pany exchange representatives, and, 
in others, publicity reps. 

Aiso revealed that the N. Y. and 
Coast PRC groups had checked and 
rechecked the master list of news- 
papermen and press reps, so that 
it is available for use by different 
picture companies. This was done 
because of changes caused by many 
being called into Army service, or 
leaving for other jobs. 


METRO’S 15-CITY TEST 
BOOKINGS ON “MINIVER’ 


Starting July 1 Metro will send 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ into 15 test engage- 
ments on a single-feature basis at 
higher admission prices than now 
prevailing in the theatres to be 
played. Meantime, no bookings on 
the film will be accepted. 


Most of the houses in which 
‘Miniver’ will be tested are Loew- 
controlled in St. Louis, New Orleans, 
Cincinnati, Altoona, Cleveland, Kan- 
sas City, Tulsa, San Francisco, Den- 
ver, Atlanta, Des Moines, Portland 
(Ore.), Louisville, Jamestown, N. Y. 
and Manchester, N. H. Picture is 
in its third week at the Music Hall, 
N., %. 


‘Wings for Eagle’ Gets 
Special Screening in D.C. 


‘Wings for the Eagle,’ with a war 
background, will be given a special 
screening tomorrow (Thursday) in 
the Departmental Auditorium, Dept. 
of the Interior, in Washington for 
Government and War officials under 
the sponsorship of 21 members of 
the House of Representatives from 
California, 

A press preview will take place 
tonight at the National, Washing- 
ton, while a New York preview will 
be held at the Warner home offices 
Friday evening (26), following a 














buffet supper at Toots Shor’s. 
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Buenos Aires in Furor on Subsidy 
By Municipal Gov't to French Star 
Alleged to Be Axis Propagandist 





Buenos Aires, June 16. 

Announcement that the municipal- 
ity of Buenos Aires, via its Comision 
de Vecinos Interventora del Concejo 
de Deliberante (Acting City Coun- 
cil), had decided to subsidize French 
actor Louis Jouvet to the tune of 
10,000 pesos (about $2,500) Mor the 
present theatrical season, has drawn 
a storm of cormment here and 
throughout Latin America. Despite 
restrictions imposed by the present 
state of siege, papers and persons in 
the theatrical biz have openly 
charged Jouvet with being a leading 
Fifth Columnist out to plug Vichy 
and the Axis. 

Municipality, without giving its 
reasons, other than to state it was 
anxious to help ‘a manifestation of 
superior art which is considered ex- 
ceptional,’ stated that it planned to 
extend an ‘extraordinary’ credit of 
10,000 pesos as a contribution of the 
municipality for financing Jouvet, 
half in the form of a direct handout 
and the other half in the purchasing 
of tickets for various performances. 

Municipal aid to the theatre is in 
itself not unheard of here; B. A., Rio, 
Santiago, Lima and other cities are 
supporting their own opera houses 
and dipping into public tax barrel 
whenever the ink runs red. 

Points made by press and theatre 
organizations were that Jouvet’s 
anti-democratic sympathies were 
well known; that consular authori- 
ties had cancelled all visas for Jou- 
vet’s theatrical company; that Jouvet 
during previous visits here had lost 
more than 50,000 pesos, which 
‘proved’ that he was no great suc- 
cess; and that, finally, the munici- 
pality had suspended the prizes reg- 
ularly given to stimulate the Argen- 
tine theatre, yet ‘had 10,000 pesos as 
a gift for this man from Vichy.’ 

Also explained that the municipal- 
ity insisted it didn’t even have cash 
to buy needed cotton for municipal 
hospitals and that the Parque and 
Museo Saavedra, which for years 
have been free to the public, are now 
charging admish to make up the sag- 


anything?’ 


NAZIS PUSH THEIR PIX 
IN FINLAND, TURKEY 


Germany is furnishing such heavy 
subsidies for its own Nazi distribu- 
ting companies in Finland and Tur- 
key that no other distributors have 
been able to compete with the Nazi 
product, according to word received 
in the U. S. Reason for vast finan- 
cial support to German distribution 
outfits is that the Nazis are willing 
to subsidize all of their film product 
in order to get their screen propa- 
ganda across in Finland and Tur- 
key, rated on-the-fence nations pres- 
ently. 

Influx of Nazi product at outland- 
ishly low film rentals thus far has 





prevented U. S. film companies from | 
Sit- | 


getting their normal bookings. 
uation poses a problem which is be- 
ing taken up by the industry as a 
whole, with necessary action ex- 
pected shortly to circumvent the 
flood of Nazi propaganda, 





*“Mex’s Bernhardt’ 
Wins Theatre Fight 


Mexico City, June 16. 


Virginia Fabregas, Mexico’s Sarah 
Bernhardt, has established owner- 
ship to the theatre named for her 
here, one of the oldest and few re- 
maining legit theatres in this city. 
She's sold it to Ricardo Toledo, local 
impresario, for a reported $250,000 
(Mex) ($52,500 U. S.). Theatre’s 
ownership had been in dispute. 

Toledo is to renovate the theatre, 
the Teatro Virginia Fabregas, which 
opened with grand opera in 1900, 
and he hopes to make it the center 
of stage productions. Facelifting is 
expected to take about six months. 

La Fabregas, at the head of a 
gelected Mexican dramatic company, 
fs to start tour of Central America 
in Guatemala City early in July. 





MEXICAN LIBERATOR 
TO BE FILM BIOGED 


Mexico City, June 16. 

Miguel Contreras Torres, who re- 
cently finished ‘Simon Bolivar,’ pic 
life of Venezuela’s George Wash- 
ington at an outlay of $1,000,000 
(Mex) ($210,000 U. S.), tops for 
a Mexico film, is to take on another 
biggie. He’s to do a biog of Don Jose 
Maria Morelyos y Pavon, the Mexi- 
can priest who led the Mexicans in 
their winning fight for liberty from 
Spain. 

The producer says he'll spend 
$1,200,000 (Mex)—$225,000—and go 
into production about July 4. 


NEW BRIT. TAX 
VS. SHOW BIZ 


London, June 8. 

Exira entertainment tax intro- 
duced by the Government, which be- 
came aperative May 18, has caused 
attendance decline in theatres to 
extent of 15% in most spots in the 
West End, with some theatres, which 
depend on family trade, suffering a 
25% reduction. 

Picture houses are estimated to be 
down about 10%, with only pic un- 
affected being Metro’s ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ in its third year at the 
Ritz, and still doing socko at every 
performance. 

Real worry is the coming cut in 
petrol ration, which will make car 
traveling for pleasure illegal and is 
likely to cause drastic drop in pro- 
vincial and suburban entertainment 
houses. 


M-G’S COHEN, BERMAN 
IN JAPANESE HANDS 


Metro’s homeoffice yesterday 
(Tuesday) received word from the 
International Red Cross that Julian 
D. Berman, Far East managing di- 
rector, and I. Cohen, Philippines’ 
manager, both were safe. Cohen was 
stationed in Manila and Berman was 
there when last heard from by 
Metro. 

Report from the Red Cross came 
through Geneva, 

















Joseph A. McConville, Columbia’s 
foreign sales chief, returned to N. Y. 
from a two-month tour of the Latin- 
American market over the weekend. 





-_—_——————_ 


BATTLES FOR NAZI PIX 





tody of Seized Propaganda Films 





Buenos Aires, June 16. 


UFA Argentina, has attempted to 


gain custody of almost 40 Nazi films 


seized by the Argentine government 
from the Portuguese vessel Serpa 
Pinto are made in the local trade 
press here this week. 

Stated that Herr Biester, who ap- 


pears on both the U. S. and British 
blacklists, has retained legal counsel 
and the services of the Customs 
House brokers, Oubina & Co., and of 
the Banco Aleman Transatlantico to 
secure release of the pix 

Films, which, according to public 
announcement by the Aduana (Cus- 
toms House) include sequences deal- 
ing with the Japs’ taking of Singa- 
pore, the Russian war front, attacks 
on England by the Luftwaffe, etc. 
were carried on the ship as passen- 
ger baggage and were discovered in 
five trunks and four suitcases a day 
after the arrival of the vessel early 
last month. 

Ordinarily such contraband is put 
up at auction after a specified period 
and goes to the highest bidder. Local 
trade sheets declare, however, that 
the Government will probably hold 
up the pics indefinitely, due to their 
strong anti-democratic nature, espe- 
cially since the just-ended Inter- 
American Conference on Police and 
Judicial Methods has strongly rec- 
ommended definite action against 
such propaganda. 


‘ABOUT TIME 
NEW LONDON 
CLICK 


London, June 23. 

London’s West End saw one of its 
better war-time revues with the 
opening at the Comedy theatre of 
‘It’s About Time’ on Wednesday 
(17). The show has enough merit 
for popular entertainment, yet half 
a dozen numbers might well be 
deleted. 

‘Blossom Time,’ which had a run 
at the Lyric theatre under the aegis 
of Tom Waller, was replaced Thurs- 
day (18) by ‘Land of Smiles,’ that 
perennial revival which originally 
starred Richard Tauber and pres- 
ently has him topping the cast. 
Tauber also headed the ‘Blossom’ 
cast. 

Revival of ‘Rain’ succeeds ‘Rook- 
ery Rook’ tomorrow night (24) at St. 
Martin’s, while the D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co. revived the Gilbert and 
Sullivan repertoire for an eight-week 
season at Prince’s beginning last 
week (15), 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ the Noel Coward 
comedy that’s running simultane- 
ously on Broadway, 
June 29 to the St. James from the 











Piccadilly. 





Shortage of Ships to Latin America 
Forces U.S. Cos. to Realign Service 








Shortage of ships plying between 
the U. S. and Latin-American mar- 
ket, along with delay in getting films 
through safely, is forcing U. S. dis- 


tributors to make a complete re- 
alignment of methods of servicing 
South and Central American ac- 
counts. Instead of shipping the usual 
| batch of positive prints to different 
|Latin-American countries@™ present 
| trend is to switch over to shipping a 
single master negative per picture 
via plane, and printing up the needed 
positive prints in Argentina and 
Brazil. 

While the industry has been prom- 
ised that there will be no further 
delays in newsreel shipments by 
plane, this necessity of getting 
-through newsreel material via air on 
time points up the urgent need for a 
switcheroo on feature and shorts 
shipments. Foreign departments are 
convinced that, for the present, un- 
der wartime shipping conditions, 
customary boat shipments are highly 
unsatisfactory if U. S. distributors 
are to hold their Latin-American 
business. Printing of the bulk of 
positive films in Latin-American 














countries has been avoided previous- 
ly because of the detail work neces- 


sary in superimposing titles. But 
under wartime stress, different for- 
eign departments are rearranging 
this to fit conditions. 

Plan now is to ship master nega- 
tives on principal pictures by air- 
plane and then print the necessary 
number of positives to fill different 
country requirements at the other 
end. Several companies already are 
doing this for Argentina accounts, so 
the procedure is not exactly new. 
Argentina has adequate lab printing 
facilities, and Brazil also is under- 
stood to have a good laboratory 
plant. 4 

In order to have Spanish titles for 
most of Latin-American countries, 
and Portuguese language titles su- 
perimposed for Brazil, where Portu- 
guese is the spoken tongue, it is con- 
templated to send the usual negative 
without any titles and do the super- 


imposing in Spanish and Portuguese 
either in Argentina or Brazil or both 


countries, 

For Central American countries 
master negative would be shipped to 
Mexico City either by plane or rail 
and positives printed up in Mexico's 
capital city. Central American ac- 
counts then would be serviced from 





that key city. 


Head of UFA Argentina Seeks Cus- 


Charges that Hans Biester, head of 


is switching 


Ben Lyon, Vic Oliver Head Group 
Planning American Entertainment 
For Yank Forces in England, Eire 





OKAY RELEASE OF RED 





Sydney, June 23. 
Following approaches to the Minis- 
ter of Customs, it’s now okay to im- 
ort Russian films at the same entry 
charges as American pictures, or at 


that films would be allowed into 
Australia duty free. 

It is anticipated that major Ameri- 
ean distributors will handle the So- 
viet product, with RKO reported as 
most interested in distributing deal. 


WOMAN YEAR’ 








Buenos Aires, June 6. 

‘Woman of the Year’ (M-G) topped 
everything in town last week, draw- 
ing 50,000 pesos, which is approxi- 
mately $12,500 U. S., to the Gran 
Rex. While not as good as ‘Two- 
Faced Woman,’ it ain’t hay for here. 
Next best was ‘Son of Fury’ at the 
Ocean, which grabbed 31,0000 ($7,- 
800). 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 25c 
U. S., follows: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (M-G) and ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO). 
Weak 7,000 for second stanza. Last 
week, wobbly 12,000. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 2.00; 2.50)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). O. K. 
19,000, but biz affected by taxi strike 
which helped keep customers away 
from this top-price house. Last week, 
‘King’s Row’ (WB), fair 8,000 for 
the third week. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia). (2,800; 
2.00; 1.50)—Son of Fury’ (20th). 
neat 31,000. Last week, ‘Tuttles of 
Tahiti’ (RKO), satisfactory 18,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,365; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G). Socko 50,000. Lasi 
week, ‘Two-Faced W maz,’ nifty 30,- 
000 for the second week after 62,000 
previously. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00; 
1.50)—"The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ (WB) 11,000; Last week, ‘Ser- 
geant York’ (WB), fourth week, just 
about the same. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2.00). 
—‘Helizapoppin’ (U). Excellent 29,- 
000, especially good considering fact 
that stars are little known here and 
that pict’s screwball comedy was 
not expected to go over particularly 
well here. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 2.50). 
—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Still 
drawing them in with 9,000 for the 
sixth week after 11,0000 previously. 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2,863; 2.00; 150—En El Viejo 
Buenos Aires’ (San Miguel, Argen- 
tine made). Excellent 12,000 for this 
much-advertised local. Last week, 
‘I Wake Up Screaming’ (20th), so- 
so 14,000. 


TRINDER-MILLER IN 


London, June 8. 

Stage ribbing between Tommy 
Trinder and Max Miller, originally 
started by Trinder as sort of Wal- 
ter Winchell-Ben Bernie feud, has 
seemingly developed into a more 
serious situation, mostly consisting 
of innuendoes of the most personal 
kind. 

Situation has reached such a stage 
it is becoming a source of worry 
to Lou Jackson, who has Miller 
under one picture contract, with 
options, and Michael Balcon, who 
has last picture to do of four-pic 
deal with Trinder, and is anxious 
to get new deal for four more. Both 
Balcon and Jacksen are under im- 
pression gag has advanced far 
enough and is now touching on dan- 
serous ground, with more of it 
bound to have a repercussion on the 
boxoffice draws of the two stars. 

Likelihood is both artists will be 
called by their respective bosses 
and told that rib has gone far 
enough. 





PICTURES IN AUSTRALIA 


TOPS B.A., 12/56 


GAGGING REBOUND 


about 16c per foot. They had hoped 





London, June 8. 

Special Service Section of the 
American Army, headed by General 
Dalquist and Colonel Barnum, who 
recently appointed Major Walter J. 
Currie to be in charge of welfare 
and entertainment of American 
forces in the British Isles, have 
acded@ Charles Forsythe (Seamon 
and Farrell) to post of Entertain- 
ments Advisor (Civilian). 

All American camps have been 
told they must . ot approach artists 
direct for entertainment, but should 
send their requests to the W. & E. 
board. 

As result of suggestion of For- 
sythe that American actors should 
get together to form some body for 
cooperating in the entertainments 
of American forces here, meeting 
was held at Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon’s apartment which was at- 
tended by Vie Oliver, Carroll Gib- 
bons, Teddy Browu, Charles For- 
sythe, Elinore Farrell and Eddie 
Seamon, where it was decided to 
form organization to be known as 
American Overseas Artists’ Associa- 
tion. Temporary officers are Lyon, 
prez; Oliver, Ist vice prez; Carroll 
Gibbons, 2nd vice prez; Teddy 
Brown, treasurer, and Forsythe, sec- 
retary, with rest on the exec com- 
mittee. 

First action of AOA is to organ- 
ize big show in the West End, prob- 
ably at the Palace theatre, July 5, 
with All-American program for 
American forces. Practically every 
American act ‘in Englan. has prom- 
ised to be present. 

Units headed »y Americans, with 
support of some English acts, will 
be extensively crganized for pur- 
pose of entertaining /.mericans sta- 
tioned in any part of England and 
Ireland, with acts committed to at 
least six weeks, and in some cases 
more, per year. 


LIGHTSTONE MADE PAR 
GEN. MGR. IN CANADA 


Gordon Lightstone, for the past 
18 years with Metro and Regal 
Films, Ltd. in Canada, through 
which Metro distributes product 
arove the border, has been made 
general manager for Paramount in 
the Dominion. He takes over the 
post held up to now by Del Good- 
man, who is coming into the States 
to fill another role at either the 
homeoffice o in the field, as yet 
undesignated. 

Goodman, formerly’ in charge of 
d‘-tribution for 20th-Fox in the 
Orient, joined Par in charge of 
Canadian sales about a year ago, 
succeeding Maurice Milligan, who 
retired. 


Asher in London With 
M-G Script for Donat 


London, June 23. 

Irving Asher has arrived here 
from Hollywood with a script for 
Robert Donat and shooting com- 
mences shortly at the Gainsborough 
studios. 

There’s some delay on picking the 
feminine lead, but the understanding 
is that Vivien Leigh will get the role. 














| Current London a 





London, June 23. 
Adelphi, ‘Dancing Years.’ 
Aldwych, ‘Watch on Rhine.’ 
Ambassadors, ‘Why Not Tonight.’ 
Apollo, ‘Old Acquaintance.’ 
Coliseum, ‘Maid of Mountains.’ 
Comedy, ‘It’s About Time.’ 
Duchess, ‘Skylark.’ 
Garrick, ‘Warn That Man.’ 
Globe, ‘Morning Star,’ 
Haymarket, ‘Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 
His Majesty’s, ‘Big Top.’ 
Lyric, "Land of Smiles.’ 
New, Sadler’s Wells Ballet. 
Palace, ‘Full Swing.’ 
Palladium, ‘Gangway.’ 
Piccadilly, ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 
Prince of Wales, ‘Happidrome.’” 
Prince’s, D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
St. James, ‘Nutmeg Tree.’ 
St. Martin’s, ‘Rain.’ 
Saville, ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 
Savey, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Strand, ‘Rebecca.’ 
Victoria Palace, ‘20 to 1.’ 
Westminster, ‘Baby Mine.’ 
Whitchali, ‘Other People’s Houses.’ 
Wyndham’'s, ‘Quiet Weckcnd.’ 
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(From N. Y. Herald Tribune) 


Radio City Music Hall has an- 
nounced that “Mrs. Miniver” has 
broken all ten-year records, having 
played to 318,245 persons and grossed 
$220,000 in seventy-two showings. 
Since the Music Hall is the largest 
motion-picture theater in the world, 
this igs probably an all-time record 
for the film industry. 


4th Week Coming! Records Going! 


YOU'LL SEE MINIVER MAGIC SOON! 





GREER GARSON ¢ WALTER PIDGEON « Directed by WILLIAM WYLER © Produced by SIDNEY FRANKLIN « “MRS, 

MINIVER” with Teresa Wright © Dame May Whitty * Reginald Owen ® Henry Travers ® Richard Ney * Henry Wilcoxon 

Screen Play by Arthur Wimperis, George Froeschel, James Hilton and Claudine West * A WILLIAM WYLER Production 
Based on JAN STRUTHER’S Novei ¢ A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. 


Date of reviews as given in 


VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations: 
Drama; W-—Western; D—Drama; 


| 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy | laugh-film shows 
RD—Romantie 


Drama; MU—Musical 


Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time, 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/30/42 








Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 4/22 Cc 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 M 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) Ww 
My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 M 
Tuttles of Tahiti (RKO) 3°18 M 
Yukon Patrol (Rep) M 
Man Who Wouldn't Die (20th) 4 22 M 
You're Telling Me (U) Cc 
Jukebox Jenny (U) 3 25 MU 
Larceny, Inc, (WB) 3/4 Cc 


87 
79 


78 
91 


73 


65 


J. Bennett-F. Tone 


Ons 


A, 


Ayres-L. Day 


. Keene 
. Hope-M. Carroll 


Laughton-J. Hall 
Lane-L. Conway 


L. Nolan-M. Weaver 


H. 
K. 


Herbert-P. Paige 
Murray-H. Hilliard 


94 E. Robinson-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/7/42 



































Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col) M W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
Corpse Vanishes (Mono) 6,3 M 64 B, Lugosi 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 D 9 B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 Cc 65 G. Kibbee-D. Moore 
My Gal Sal (20th) 4,22 M 101 R. Hayworth-V. Mature 
Broadway (U) 5/6 D 89 G. Raft-P. O’Brien 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/14/42 
Not A Lady’s Man (Col) Cc P. Kelly-F. Wray 
The Devil’s Trail (Col) Ww B. Elliott-T. Ritter 
She’s In The Army (Mono) hy Vv. Ann Borg-L,. Taibot 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 M 80 VY. Lake-R. Preston 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 4/22 M 72 WV. Hefilin-P. Dane 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO 3/18 MU %6 G. Murphy-A. Shirley 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 5/13 D 75 D. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
Romance on the Range (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
The Mad Martindales (20th) 4/22 Cc 55 J. Withers-M. Weaver 
Ships With Wings (UA) 12/7 M J. Clements-L. Banks 
Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 4/8 M 60 P. Knowles-M. Montez 
In This Our Life (WB) 4/8 D 9% B. Davis-O. deHavilland 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 
Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) MU J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 FF. Morgan-K, Grayson 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) Cc T. Brown-F. Rice 
Syncopation (RKO 5/6 MU 88 A. Menjou-J. Cooper 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4 22 C 75 M. Berle-B. Joyce 
Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M 55 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
Almost Married (U) Cc R. Paige-J. Frazee 
The Spoilers (UV) 4/15 M 87 M. Dietrich-R. Scott 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28 /42 
Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5. 20 c 72 W. Holden-F. Day 
Down Texas Way (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
In Old California (Rep) 6 10 w 88 J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
Stardust On The Sage (Rep) 5/27 w 65 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
The Cyclone Kid (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 M 62 G. Sanders-L. Bari 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 D J. Gabin-I. Lupino 
Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5 27 M 84 S. Temple-W. Gargan 
4/8 M 90 A. Sheridan- R. Regan 


Juke Girl (WB) 





WEEK “OF RE L EASE—6 4/42 





Submarine Raider (Col) 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 
One Mysterious Night (Mono) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) 
Tough As They Come (U) 

Lady Gangster (WB) 











M 
Cc 
M 
w 
Cc 
Cc 


M 


93 


58 


62 


J. Howard-M. Chapman 


N. 


Shearer-N. Coward 


J. Beal 


z. 
D. 
B. 
F. 


Holt-F. Neal 
O’Keefe-B. Kean 
Halop-B. Dunsley 
Emerson-d. Bishop 


WEEK K OF 1 REL EASE—6/ 11, 42 























They Al All Kissed the Bride (C ol) 6/3 Cc 86M. Douglas-J. Crawford | 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 MU 85 K. Kyser-E. Drew 

Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F. Craven- M. mewere 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 MU $8 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Danger in the Pacific (U) M D. Terry-L. Carrillo 
Silver Bullet (U) Ww J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 M 82 H. Bogart-J. Manning 
ery. WEEK OF "RELEASE 6 18 42 

Parachute Nurse (Col) M M, Chapman- -P. Clark 
Riders of The Northlands (Col) w C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 M .79 V. MacLaglen-E. O’Brien 
Lady In A Jam (U) Cc I. Dunn-F. Knowles 
Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) Ww B. Steel-T. Tyler 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/ 25/42 











Rubber Racketeers (Mono) 


Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 


M 
C 


Ten Gentlemen from West Point (20th).6/3 M 


There’s One Born Every Minute (U) 
Friendly _ Enemies les (UA) — 


Cc 
Cc 


7 
104 
60 


R. 


G. 
H. 


C. 


WEEK OF RELEASE 7 2, 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) 

Lure of the Islands (Mono) 
Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) 
Postman Didn’t Ring (20th) 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2/41 





‘WEEK OF REL EASE—7/ 9 


M 
M 
Ww 
Cc 
Cc 
D 


134 


J. 
M. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
G. 


Cc ortez-R. Hudson 

. Velez-E. Errol 
Montgomery-M. O’Hara 
Herbert-T. Brown 
Winninger-C. Ruggles 
42 


Beal- V. Field 





Hart 
Rogers-G. Hays 
Travis-B. Joyce 


Stock-B. Crawford 
Cooper-J.. Leslie 








Top Sergeant (U) 
Flight Lieutenant « ol) 








Prairie Gunsmoke (Col) 
Drums of the Congo (U) 
Wings for the Eagle (W B) 
Lazy Bones } (Tent. ) (Rep) 


TRADE SHOW N 


Torpedo Boat 





(Par) 1 21 


M 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 M 
True to the Army (Par) 3,18 ML 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 
Lady Gangster (WB) 48 M 
Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 415 M 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 " 
Abott Face (UA) 4/15 
Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4,22 MU 
Tortilla Flat (M-G) 4/22 D 
Night in New Orleans (Par} 5,6 M 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 MU 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 5/6 M 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 D 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 dD 
I Married an Angel (M-G) 5 20 MU 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5 20 M 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5 27 M 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 
Maisie Gets Her Man (M-G 5 27 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6.3 MU 
Spy Shin (WB) 6/3 M 
Escape From Crime (WR) 6 3 ™M 
The Gay Sisters (WB) 6 3 M 
The Magnificent Done on 63 Cc 
It Happened in Flathnsh (20th) 6 3 Cc 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 [ 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6 17 M 
Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 c 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6 17 M 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 MU 
Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 D 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 w 
I Live in Danger (Par) 6 17 M 
Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 Cc 


Cc 
D 


w 
M 
M 

Cc 


69 
74 
71 
76 
87 
62 
70 
76 
43 
94 
105 


L. 
P. 
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s. 
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R. 
N. 

A. 
a. 
D. 
F. 
a. 
Ww. 
Ww. 
E. 

Ss. 

D. 
E. 
7. 
G. 
i 


42 : 
Carrillo-A. Devine 
O’Brien-G. Ford 





Elliot- 7. Ritter 
Erwin-O. Munson 
Sheridan-D. Morgan 
Canova-d. E. Brewn 


"AND FOR FUTURE RELE ASE 





‘Arlen-J. Parker 
Kelly-R. Carlson 
Rutherford-B. Sterling 
Canova-A, Jones 
Dailey-D. Reed 
Emerson-J, Bishe 
Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
Lundigan-J. Rogers 
Tracy-J. Sawyer 
Powell-R. Skelton 
Tracy-H. Lamarr 
Lamour-R. Denning 
Bracken-J. Preisser 
Foster-A. Dekker 
Garson-W. Pidgeon 
Power-J. Fontaine 


J. MacDenald-N. Eddy 


M. 


Hunt-R. Carlson 


N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
(Bisney Cartoon) 


A, 


x 


a) 


ace te hairy 


Sothern-R. Skelton 
Cagney-J, Leslie 
Stevens-I. Manning 
Travis-d. Misnop 
Stanwyck-G. Brent 
Fonda-L. Bari 
Nolan-C,. Landis 
Sheridan-D,. Morgan 
Carroll-R. Hussey 
Beery-M. Main 
BRarrymore-P,. Dorn 
Crosby-F. Astaire 
Stack-D. Barrymore 
Dix-K. Taylor 
Morris-43, Parker 
Milland-B. Field 


Mage’s ‘Laffmovie’ Chain 





First of what is intended to be a 
circuit of ‘laffmovie’ theatres opens 
shortly at the Eltinge, West 42d 
Street, N. Y., for years the home of 
burlesk shows until, shuttered by the 
city administration. James J. Mage, 
who claims credit for originating 
s in France, Belgium 
and England, is launching the first 
in N. Y. Eltinge presently is being 
entirely remodeled and refurbished 
for July opening. 

Comedy features and shorts will 





be shown exclusively on all pro- 
grams of ‘laffmovie’ theatres. Preem 


fo. Eltinge under new picture policy 
will be a benefit performance, pro- 
ceeds to the USO. 


Bauer, Guitry 


-tut_ ontinued from page 2 

















Guitry, Cecile Sorel, Charles Trenet, 
Paul Azais, Blanche Montel and— 
mind you—Harry Bauer were able to 
show proof that their red blood 
was not ‘conaminated’ by Jewish 
microbes. Playwright Leopold 
Marchand, who wrote ‘Three 
Waltzes,’ couldn’t, so he lost his job 
as Press Director to General Wey- 
gand in Algiers. Some French anti- 
Semite «ven had the name of the 
Sarah Bernhardt theatre changed to 
Theatre de la Cite to make it sound 
more French, as Bernhardt didn’t 
ring true to his ears. 

So you see, even Bauer made the 
grade at the time. 

Le affaire Guitry had real Paris 
atmosphere about it, breaking after 
Bauer had been ‘cleared.’ Early in 
1941, the Parisian newspaper, ‘France 
Au Travail,’ a Nazi-controlled sheet, 
charged that the French dramatist 
was not a _ pure-blooded ‘Aryan.’ 
Since that meant all the difference 
between affluence and _ starvation, 
Guitry sued. The case tried at the 
Palais de Justice gave rise to a na- 
tionwide controversy ‘Is Guitry a 


Jew. At the trial Guitry proved 
that he was pure ‘Aryan’ all the} 
way back to Adam (was Adam| 
‘Aryan’?). This satisfied the Tri- 
bunal so he was put down on the} 
records as an ‘Aryan’ even though | 
the court didn’t mention some of 


the spouses of the playwright’s for- 
bears. 

In conclusion I might stress 
point. The huge majority of French 
are quite indifferent to whether 
Guitry and Bauer are Jewish or not. 
They have been and will continue to 
judge these two men on the basis of 
their talents and ability—and on 
the extent of their collaboration with 
the Germans. No one I've ever 
known has ever had anything bad to 
|Say against Bauer except the fact 
that he is a stubborn old codger who 
likes to pinch his pennies. 

Guitry is the greater personality 
and by this token has more enemies. 
His avarice, conceit and egoism has 
riled many poor souls. 

Guitry undoubtedly lost much of 
his popularity when he remained be- 


hind in Paris and worked rather 
closely with the Germans. Bauer 
too may have lost some stature 


among his fans by accepting the Nazi 
bid to act in their picture. Some 
Jewish blood may have slipped in 
Guitry’s veins somewhere down the 
line. Of that, I'm not sure. Bauer 
definitely is Jewish, and the Ger- 
mans knew it when they cleared him 
after they occupied Paris. It may 
not prove much, but Bauer married 
his young, Jewish secretary some 


few years back. . 
I think one of the greatest com- 
pliments to Bauer’s integrity and 


sincerity is the fact that such violent 
Jew-baiting weekly sheets as the 
| ‘Candide’ and ‘Gringoire’ have never 


had an unkind word to say against 
him. I think that in some distant 
future when this thing has cleared | 


up somewhat, fans will not think in 





terms of whether Bauer made a pict 
| for the Germans or not, but in terms 
{of his great acting ability. They will 
surely think of Bauer in his great 
portrayals of Beethoven, Rasputin, of 
Jean Valjean in ‘Les Miserables,’ of 
‘Taras Bulba’ and his roles in 
‘Carnet de Bal,’ ‘Samson,’ and in 
‘Crime and Punishment’ and other 
plays and films. 
Joseph D. Ravotto. 


Twelve Will ‘Hang’ 


Hollywood, June 23. 
making a bid for 








Universal is 


players in the four serials on 
1942-43 serial schedule. 
Working- at various times in the 
quartet of chapter films will be Lon 
Chaney, Jr., Sidney Toler, Noah 
Beery, Jr., Don Terry, Lionel Atwill, 
| Tom Brown, Frank Albertson, Helen 
Parrish, Marjorie Lord, Rose Hobart, 
Frankie Darro and Keye Luke. 


its 





one | 


cliffhanger appeal by casting name 








‘Uncle Sam’ 


Continued 
John 











Chinn, 
Inskeep, Charles Dury. 
Charles Muchmore, William Burk- 


Edward Sypneewski, 


Rart, Roger Riedinger, Ben Reidy, 
Alfred Cruse, Harry Bossin, Robert 
Maxwell, Ben Graham, Gene Cole- 
man, Cleo Knight. John Leonard 
Kohler, Anthony Mascaro, Robert 
Kurtz, Byron Goodwillie, Vaughn E. 
Miller, Kalman Bruss, Dean Howell, 
Russell Howell, Otto Locke, Ken- 
neth Schoenewey, Jack Averill, Wil- 
liam Jacobs, Jr. 


John E. Sullivan, George Cran- 
dal, Eugene Scott, Irwin M. Carr, 
Bob Levinson, Jack O’Brien, Ernest 


Kessler, Tommy Schelb, Sam Alex- 
ander, Andy Torres, Almer D. 
Hickel, Lionel Smith, David Stevens, 
Daniel Fred Roberts, Robert D. 
Coleman, Claude Bartley, Richard 
Theison, Harold Danovsky, Raymond 
Hurwitz, Henry Edw. Lucius, George 
Shedlock, Edward Shedlock, Arthur 
Porras, Floyd G. Arrayo, Sol Rubin, 
Norman Robbins, Lester Dannen- 
berg, Herbert Bonn, Morton Pfeffer, 
Stanley Davis, Howard Lane, Sey- 
more Rabinowitz. 

David Datz, Leonard Furst, Stan- 
ley Tamber, Charles Burstein, Frank 
Bibas, Phil Santry, Sidney Kassel, 
Burton Robbins, Richard Lyons, 
Louis Unger, Frank Caresse, Joseph 
Gold, Stanley Hodes, Herman Haber, 
Sydney Kaplan, Sidney Kramer, 
Milton Mendelsohn, Maxwell! Schlis- 
sel, Julius Storch, Joseph Schlessin- 
ger, John L. Fogan, Howard Troop. 

Joel P. Holcombe, Herbert Rey- 
nerson, Ross J. Campagna, William 
Sokolof, Raymond O'Donnell, John 
Salwach, Reginald Lloyd Smith, 





Stanley John Budny, Samuel W. 
Lebowitz, Albert Katz, William | 
O’Connor, William Choc, Joseph 
Mackle, Robert Eldredge, Kenneth 
Wagner, Richard Klages, John 
|Marks, Ray Williams, Irving Mac- 
|Keever, Bedford Brown, Clary F 
Olsen, Ray Dan Pineo, Robert R 
| Tonkin, Harry W. Renton, Edward 
|\C, Metzger, Jr. 

| John Merlin Roberts, A. Della 
|} Vecchia, John Ferdinando, V. Pal- 
| ladi no, yerald Cavaliere, Frank | 
Leonardi, Murray Tockman. Ed | 
Manley, Milton Lukaczer, Ben Sira- 
cuse, George Kawa, Harold Burtis, 
Alfred Busini, Vincent Ermilio, 
|James Carvarli, Tony Bivona, Paul 
Rizzo, Allen McGuire, Ed _ Stober, 


Charles Kaplan, Elmore Marcus. 


Larry Lansing Wants Mail 


Seattle. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed please find check to 
cover subscription costs—make the 


subscription effective with the next 
issue after you receive this letter. 
You'll never know how eagerly I 
await ‘Variety’s’ arrival these days. 
It’s aboute> my only means of con- 
tact with the people I once knew. 
I’m on foreign service and a far 


of Hollywood—but since I’ve been 
here I’ve preduced several unit 
shows with an ‘all - soldier’ cast 


which have met with wide approval 
—and I’ve been teaching an 
hour class in announcing and 
technique of radio broadcasting. 
I'd like to extend an invitation to 
all old friends to write. Mail is the 
all important item up here—and to 
thank you in advance for each 
sue’s morale boost. 
Lt. Laurence P. ‘Larry’ Lansing. 
Company ‘H,’ 4th Infantry, 
APO No. 942, Seattle, 


the 


is- 





Gracie Allen’s Canteen 


Hollywood, 
Gracie Allen is to preside at 
|Canteen party of the Hollywood 
|Branch, American Woman’s Vol- 
|unteer Service, being staged June 27. 
| Admission will be either $1 
straight or 75c plus a bundle of 
clothing. 
Irwin Shaw, screen writer, 
Gregg Barton, film actor, 
Frankie Thomas, Jr., 


Party 
June 23, 
the 





Army. 
Marines. 
screen player, 


Bob Callen, recording 
Army Signal Corps. 

Max Hutto, radio 
Marines. 

Charles Garland, radio newscaster, 
Army. 

Tommy Dowling, assistant director, 
Navy. 

William B. Brown, William Morris 
agency, Army Air Corps. 

Charles Garland, newscaster, Army. 

Vivienne Patterson, Paramount 
secretary, and Martha Jane Warner, 
Republic’s former casting director. 
are among the 37 en route to Fort 


engineer, 


: engineer, 





ery from radio, KHJ, and the lights | 


after- | 


Wash. | 


Navy. 

Thornton Wilder,. author, Army | 
Intelligence. 

,Seymour Friedman, assistant film 
director, Army. 

Paul Yawitz, screen writer, 
Marines. 








s Roll Call. 


from page 4 ] 








Douglas for training in the Woman's 
Auxiliary Army Corps. 





Pitt’s Latest Quota 
Pittsburgh, June 23. 

George Rodnenok, son of and 
manager for his father of Oaks and 
Lehigh theatres here, army. A 
brother preceded him into the seryv- 
ice by several months. 

Frank Kimmerle, son 
Kimmerle, owner of Main 
at Bessemer Terrace, army. 

Guido Ricci, manager of Strand in 
Pitcairn and nephew of Anthony 
Civitaresi, owner of house, army. 

John S. Stahl, Homestead theatre 
manager and son of John E. Stahl, 
veteran Pittsburgh exhibitor, army. 
For the duration, his father and 
elder brother, Bob, will manage 
Stahl’s two houses in Hoinestead 
and one. in Munhall. Stahl, 39, and 
former Culver Military Academy 
student, enlisted as a buck private. 

Karl Krug, drama editor of Sun- 
Telegraph, has just received word 
that his son, Karl, Jr., who enlisted 
in the Marines last December, has 
landed in Ireland. 


i.) ae 
theatre 


of 





‘Doc’ Rockwell’s 2 Sons in Service 

Ensign G. Lincoln Rockwell of the 
Navy Air Corps, son of comedian 
‘Doc’ Rockwell, has been aboard a 
cruiser somewhere in the Pacific 
since March, 1942. Another son, 
Robert K. Rockwell, of the Army 
Signal Corps, is in the Officer’s Can- 
didate School, Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 





Both sons left Brown University to 
| enlist. 
| Mrs. Rockwell is the former 


Claire Antoinette Schade, featured 
|danecer in the ‘Dreamland’ act of the 
late Bob Mathews and Al Shayne. 





Ft. Riley Jottings 


Ft. Riley, Kans., June 23. 
| It’s Capt. Andrew B. White now. 
{Former Fred Waring singer, cur- 
|rently aide de camp to Brig. Gen. 
|}Robinson at the Cavalry Replace- 
| met it Training Center, has just been 
}upped from first lieutenant. 


| Winston O'Keefe, former legit 
| player and soap opera star of ‘David 
Harum’ and ‘Mary Marlin’ air series, 
promoted to corporal. 

Pvt. Robert Ward, 
seore for ‘The Life of Riley,’ has 
just received Juilliard Publication 
Award for his First. Symphony from 
Juilliard School of New York. 
Award will finance publication of his 
First Symphony by the American 
Music Center, with 500 copies slated 
for the first printing. 


composer of 


Camp Chaffee’s <1 

Ft. Smith, Ark., June 23. 
Camp Chaffee is tossing a big re- 
ception for Rosalind Russell, screen 
star, when she visits here next 
month following the completion of 
|her current feature. Her brother, 
George, is with one of the stream- 
(lined divisions here. Efforts are 
| being made to get Abbott & Cos- 
| tello to visit the camp during their 
vacation tour around the Army 
camps this surhmer. 
Seaman B. Jacobs, 
in show biz, 
the Special 
division), 


Club 
) 





formerly active 

has been assigned to 
Service Office ‘morale 
Principal nightlife for ex- 


Broadway lads in the service at 
Camp Chaffee consists of the ‘21 
Club,’ which Jacobs describes as 


something like ‘Jack and Charlie's,’ 
|and expensive, Cover charge is $1.50 
per couple, payable on the way in. 
| This entitles the patrons to dance 
to the band. 


Burton’s New Navy Job 


Charles Burton, for years in 
charge of the Paramount consiruc- 
tion and maintenance department, 


}and who went back to the engineer- 


| ing field a few months ago, left 
|recently to act as chief engineer 
|for the U. S. Navy in the construc- 
| 


tion of an eastern air base. 

| Development will include, among 
other things, a theatre. In accept- 
|ing the new post with the U. S. 
| Navy, Burton leaves a contracting 
company which has been building 
air bases in the Caribbean. 

Sol Levy, Warner Bros. homeoffice 
publicity department, U. S. Army, 
(28). 

Max Allentuck, N. Y. vaude agent 
formerly associated with Charles 
Yates, into U. S. Army. 

Sam Lake, Paramount salesman at 
the N. Y. exchange, goes into the 
Army early in July, while Arthur 
Wilkins, N. Y¥. booker, moves into 
Army uniform June 26. 

Bronx territory which Lake sells 
will be taken over through a pro- 
motion from within the ranks, per- 
haps one of the company’s bvok- 
ers. 


| 
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gong. ow at Universal. 


There’s all that terrific excitement about 
“EAGLE SQUADRON,” the like of which has 
not been seen for a long time... 

Ya 


There are those glowing reports about Irene 
Dunne in “LADY IN A JAM,” done in the best 
La Cava style and styled for Irene Dunne. 
| ry 

There's swell news about “DEEP IN THE HEART 
OF TEXAS —coming up soon—and of course 
“PRIVATE BUCKAROO” is keeping ‘em hum- 
min’ everywhere right now... 


Ye 


And great news about Frank Lloyd's “INVISIBLE 
AGENT’ —and Abbott and Costello in° PARDON 
MY SARONG”. . . 


_ follow us closely, please . . . 





_.. Well, there’s really so much going on—just _. 
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Distribs Still Disagreed on Rental 
Formula for the 26 Victory Shorts 





Though seven of the eight major 
comranies cencerned in the produc- 
tion and distribution of the 26 Low- 
ell Mellett shorts on a commercial 
basis have accepted the no profit’ 
basis in principle, distribs are still 
disagreed on a rental formula. Vir- 
tually every one of the eight com- 
panies is entertaining a different plan 
for rentals to be charged exhibitors. 
Metro, like several of the others, does 
not intend to subscribe to the Par- 
amount plan of charging $1 a day in 
all situations, claiming that Radio 
City Music Hall, New York, and the 
hinterland small-seater should not 
be billed the same way, regardless of 
any relief under a proposed arbitra- 
tion system. 

Paramount, whose primary objec- 
tive is to insure speedy distribution 
of the shorts because they are part 
of the Government’s wartime infor- 
mation service, is convinced that the 
$1-a-day plan will do the job better 
than any other. 

Similarly, no plan has yet been 


’ agreed upon regarding the disposi- 


tion of the profits, if any. Sugges- 
tions have been made that profits 
should be turned over to the Red 
Cross, other charitable organizations, 
or used to support the United Motion 
Picture Industry. 

All are agreed, however, that no 
rofit should be retained by the pro- 

ucer-distributors. 


Metro plans to distribute the shorts 
on its regular commercial basis, 
rather than sell them for token 
rentals. With other distribs also in- 
clined to favor their individual pro- 
posals, indications are that distribu- 
tion heads of each company will de- 
termine the rental charges and that 
no uniform distribution plan apply- 
ing equally to all the majors will be 
evolved. 


Warners has yet to be heard from, 
though here also acceptance ‘in prin- 
ciple’ of the ‘no profit’ basis is vir- 
tually assured. Temporarily holding 
back, the Warners acceptance is un- 
certain health of Joe Bernhard, who 
has been heavily immersed in various 
war activities in addition to com- 
pany affairs. 

As soon as Warners’ consent to the 
‘no profit’ plan is received, it is un- 
derstood that distributors will huddle 
again in a final effort to work out a 
unified plan. s 


ae 


the entertainmen: committee. Pow- 
ers Gauraud of WCAU was m.c. 

Busboys for the evening were 
leading Philadelphians, including 
John D. M. Hamilton, former GOP 
National Chairman; Benedict Gim- 
bel, Jr., WIP prexy; Brock Pember- 
ton, Meyer Davis, David Hocker, 
General manager of the Robin Hood 
Dell; William K. Huff, of the Phila- 
delphia Forum; P. A. B. Widener, 
and others. 

More than 300 pretty hostesses 
were present. They are part of a 
corps of several thousand regis- 
tered for duty from various stores, 
offices and industrial establish- 
ments. Music was provided by stroll- 
ing musicians, an orchestra and a 
jukebox. Head of the Canteen is 
Mrs. Upton Favorite. R. Livingston 
Sullivan is chairman of men’s ex- 
ecutive committee. 


Sunday night (21) the Canteen 
show included Lily Damita, Mary 
Small, Muriel] Angelus and a repeat 
performance by Larry Adler. Last 
night (Monday), Ole Olsen brought 
over part of the cast of ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun,’ current at the Winter Garden 
in N. Y. 


Perhaps the best inside at the 
opening of the Canteen was the 
proffer of a nickel tip to Widener, 


acting as a bus boy, by a grateful 
sailor. Widener is a socialite and 
horseman. 


- Canteen Capers 
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Henry, or vice versa, we were at 
a loss to understand how the 
Board knew which One to draft. 
According to draftee Norman, 
it was very simple. “One of us 
had to be in Class 3A, because 
our mother is a dependent, so we 
flipped a coin, and I won.’ 


When Parks Johnson and Warren 
Hull brought the ‘Vox Pop Show’ to 
the Canteen the other night, they 
also brought cash prizes of their own 
donation. 

One of the lucky winners of five 
crisp new dollars was a buck private, 
who, when asked which one of the 
quintuplets is left handed, didn’t 
hesitate a moment for the answer: 


‘ *¥: , 
ee Pe, Oe OD LTS, aoe Seka satin ,. 


Prinz: From Dance To 


Drama for ‘Vaude Days’ 
Hollywood, June 23. 

Dance director for several years, 

LeRoy Prinz returns to his old chore 

@s dramatic director in ‘Vaudeville 
Days’ at Warners. 

Currently Prinz is winding up 

dance sequences in ‘The Desert Song.’ 





‘Madagascar’ Taken 


Hollywood, June 23. 

*Madagascar,’ a tale of the British 
¢apture of the French colonial island 
on the route to India, will be pro- 
duced and directed by Arthur Rip- 
ley through a deal with Producers 

eleasing Corp. 

Associate producer is Andre Du- 
monceau, Free Frenchmen. 








K-A-O Divvy 

Keith - Albee- Orpheum directors 
declared a dividend of 25c per share 
on the common stock last week, pay- 
ing it out of operating surplus. Sim- 
ilar amount was distributed last De- 
cember. Virtually all of K-A-O 
shares are controlled by RKO Corp. 

Divvy is payable on June 24 to 
gigs on record last Friday 
19). 
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Philly’s Canteen 


Continued from page 4 








end British ‘navvies’ on tap for the 
opening festivities. They were en- 
tertained by Georgie Price, Judy 
Canova and the rest of the show 
e@ppearing at the Earle. Hiram Sher- 
man, now a gob, made a surprise 
@ppearance, acting as m.c., leading 
@ conga line and generally cutting 
up. Leonard Elliott did a takeoff 
on a Javanese dancer, accompanied 
by Irma Jurist at the piano. Also 
performing were Lily Damita, Joey 
Kearns band, Larry Adler and Peg 
LeCentra. Dorothy Clark Norman, 
former professional, is chairman of 


didn’t know until they read it here, 
ts that out of that mass of uniforms 
they singled out the official pho- 
tographer of the quintuplets for the 
past two years. 





Frederica Fredericks of _ the 
Kitchen Staff reports that after serv- 
ing one of the boys with a huge help- 
ing of chocolate cake the other night, 
he exclaimed, ‘You know, Ma’am, I 
heard so much about The Stage Door 
Canteen that I enlisted so that I 
didn’t have to wait to come here.’ 





When one of the Junior 
Hostesses who had combined be- 
ing on a strenuous diet and giv- 
ing her blood to the blood bank 
wound up fainting on the dance 
floor, all her sister actresses 
were delighted. It was their 
first opportunity to demonstrate 
that they were graduates of The 
American Theatre Wing First 
Aid Class. 





Shirley Booth lost her favorite 
jitterbug partner, Killer Joe, to Jane 
Withers on Sunday night. Incident- 
ally, 16-year-old Janie was as be- 
sieged for autographs as any glam- 
oour girl and one of the boys 
pleaded: ‘Will you please send me a 
picture 8 x 10 as that’s the size of the 
frame I have!’ 





The war whoop that greeted Bob 
Hope when he walked on the stage 
the other night would have blasted 
the customers right out of their 
seats at the 44th Street theatre 
above, if it hadn’t been after cur- 
tain time. Bob panicked the boys 
with his patter, but the one that 
drew the biggest howl was the crack 
about Bing Crosby. 

Niftied Bob, ‘Bing has so much 
money these days, that he calls up 
the Government and asks how much 
do you need?’ 





Add visitors of the week: Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Major and 
Mrs. James Roosevelt, Commander 
White, Irving Berlin, Mary ‘Manner- 


ing, Hal Wallis and 100 Chinese 
Fliers. 





Still Trying 


Longest title for a war song 
yet to come out of Tin Pan 
Alley is the contribution of the 
Southern Music Co. That title 
reads, ‘From the Plains of Texas 
to the Hills of Bataan We'll Put 
It Over Over There.’ Another 
newcomer which likewise dips 
into the title of George M. 
Cohan’s hit of the previous 
World War is Loeb-Lissauer’s 
(publishing firm) ‘When It’s All 
Over Over There.’ 

Among the more romantic ele- 
ment of recent war song entries 
is the alliterative ‘The Girl Be- 
hind the Guy Behind the Gun.’ 
W. H. Bundy _is the publisher. 


HINTERLAND CAMPS 
NEED SHOWS BADLY 


Camp Chaffee, Ark. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

When I was back on Broadway 

(1,400 miles—or 17,392,000 feet— 
away), I thought it pretty wonder- 
ful the way entertainers ran around 
performing at Army posts. I still 
think it’s pretty wonderful. But I’ve 
got a beef to offer. 
Here I am down in Camp Chaf- 
fee, deep in hearty Arkansas, work- 
ing in the Office of Special Service 
(they used to call it ‘Morale’ before 
Dec. 7), under Capt. W. C. Owen. 
One of our jobs is to bring in talent 
to entertain the soldiers. It’s darned 
tough. Geography offers a tough 
barrier. To a star the hinterlands 
are hinder-lands. 

Aside from systematic bookings, 
of USO-Camp Shows, a Camel 
Caravan, and some local talent, this 
fairly new camp has attracted no 
names of any import. That, I un- 
derstand, is typical of all camps that 
are a long way from the trolley line. 
Not that I blame the stars for pick- 














ing out cantonments near main 
arteries. But does it have to be that 
way? It certainly isn’t fair. 


The purpose of this note is not 
just to register a complaint. Maybe 
there’s something that can be done 
about apportioning name talent 
among all the camps. If so, in the 
interest of thousands of entertain- 
ment-hungry soldiers, I hope that 
something can be done right away. 
A star would be giving a little bit 
more for his or her country by go- 
ing a little bit further to do it. 

P.S.—Camp Chaffee is near Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, and not too far 
from Tulsa, Little Rock, Kansas 
City, St. Louis, Dallas and Fort 
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Horace Heidt 
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local druggist spoke on price con- 
trol after rewriting his script to 
eliminate inappropriate humor. The 
balance of the guest talent was an 
extravaganza of corn-fed art—a 
woman farmer, a horeshoe pitcher, a 
lady milk truck driver and a hog 
caller. 

‘Listeners unfamiliar with our 
city must have visualized it as some 
frontier outpost. They heard noth- 
ing about our $4,000,000 art museum, 
our three universities, the fact that 
we are the fourth railroad center 
in the country, have 375 manufac- 
turing plants and many other things. 

‘We submitted more than 20 sug- 
gestions for talent on this broad- 
cast. We thought that an Omahan 
who offered his life to fight yellow 
fever had some human _ interest. 
We thought that a noted Arctic ex- 
plorer who carries an overcoat over 
his arm in 20 below zero weather 
was unusual. 

‘Frankly, I know the Horace 
Heidt broadcast gave Omaha a case 
of civic indigestion.’ 

It was said that all the chamber’s 
suggestions were rejected by the 
writer of the show. 

The press front-paged the rrotest. 

This isn’t the first time Heidt has 
nettled Omahans. Nine months ago 
he drew the fire of World-Herald 
film critic Keith Wilson, who ob- 
jected to Heidt’s lecturing the au- 
dience on its opening day at- 
tendance. The crowds. were big 
that week, Heidt doing one of the 
best grosses of the season. Several 
years ago, Heidt also drew the ire 
of a local critic when he objected 
to the latter’s kidding of a rowing 
specialty in his act. Show opened 
with a regetta in which Southern 
California was rowing against Ne- 
braska. As it happens, Nebraska 
University has no crew and not even 
a body of water to train a crew. 
Heidt elected not to take the kid- 
ding. The critic elected to ignore 





Heidt after that. 


Army Film Service Grows Apace 





Army Prod. Unit 
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Click mag; Capt. Edward H. Coffey, 
writer; Capt. Harrison W. Jacobs, 
Paramount writer; Capt. Harold E. 
Knox, Pathe exec; Capt. Arthur R. 
Lloyd, free-lance motion picture 
cameraman; Capt. Augustin T. Pal- 
mer, animator; Capt. Albert J. Ray, 
director; Capt. Linden S. Higby, Co- 
lumbia writer; Capt. Leonard Ham- 
mond; Capt. David Silverstein, Co- 
lumbia writer. 


Also First Lieutenants Louis B. 
Appleton, Jr., directors; Julian C. 
Blaustein, Paramount story editor; 
William Coopersmith; Bernard Feins, 
Universal writer; Raymond J. Fer- 
storm; Herbert A. T. Freeland, direc- 
tor; Martin P. Henry; Lloyd W. 
Knechtel, special effects expert: Troy 
E. Orr, Universal publicity man; Ray 
L. Ramsey, Metro cameraman; Ray 
Scott, documentary producer; Her- 
man Schapp, cameraman; Jack Clink, 
Metro sound man; Robert Leffing- 
well, of the Disney staff; and Ben 
Wetzler, cameraman. ° 


Also Second Lieutenants Bernard 
D. Gilen, Republic writer; Conrad P. 
Kahn, Meiro sound man; Melvin P. 
Keane, Technicolor expert; Rollin W. 
King; Jesse L. Lasky, Jr., writer; Ed- 
mund H. North, writer; Felix M. 
Sommer; Richard B. Strouse, writer; 
James T. Vaughn and Paul W. Van 
Sloan. 


Also Technical Sgt. Arthur Lewis, 
20th-Fox associate producer; Techni- 
cal Sgt. Sidney Katz, RKO cutter; 
and Staff Sgts. Marshall Neilan, Jr., 
Metro writer; Dave Monahan, Schles- 
inger, cartoon writer; Henry Gerson, 
RKO assistant director; Charles Mc- 
Kimson, animator; Robert Perry, of 
the Disney staff, Sgts. Richard Blake, 
writer; Hobert Hoover, Columbia ed- 
itor; William Reynolds, Fox editor; 
George Baker, writer; Paul Fanning, 
Disney staff; and Robert Majors, 
Disney staff. 

Also Corp, Ben Eisenberg, Repub- 
lic writer; Les Cooper, Warner writ- 
er; Edward Calkins; Marvin Sum- 
merfield, set designer; Lucifer Guar- 
nier, animator; Murray Fairbairn, 
Disney’ Melvin Grau, Disney; Robert 
Gibbons, Schlesinger sketchman; 
Rodell Johnson, Disney animator. 

Also Pvts. Jeffrey Lynn, actor; 
iar: Hold actor. Herbert. A=, 
} diver acta eed hd ara 
Metro producer; Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
producer; Albie Shaff, RKO film ed- 
itor; John Sturgess, cutter; Wilbur 
Streech, Disney; Lew Irwin, Schles- 
inger animator; George Peed, Dis- 
ney; Lars Calonias, Disney; Irving 
Spector, Fleischer cartoonery; Am- 
brose Paliwoda, Disney; Herman Co- 
hen, Schlesinger; Milton Fine, ani- 
mation cameraman; Bern Bernard, 
who produced several Broadway 
legiters; John Barron, Victor 
Michonski, Paul Moore, Ernest 
Moore, C. L. Hartman and Jack 
Sarkin. 

















Over $6,000,000 in Rentals in 1942—List Favorites of 
Joe Soldier—No Arties - 


Washington, June 23. 

Army motion picture business is 
good, and it’s getting better, as new 
tens of thousands join the uniformed 
forces monthly. For 20 years the 
Army Motien Picture Service has 
been a self-sustaining unit of the 
armed forces, requiring no federal 
appropriation and operating success- 
fully on paid admissions. 


Regular service igs maintained for 
all overseas units, and soldiers in 
far-off Alaska, Iceland, Australia, 
Ireland and other distant reaches 
see Hollywood features in 16 mm. 
form, sometimes before they are re- 
leased in America. No admission is 
charged for shows beyond the con- 
fines of continental America. 


R. B. Murray is general manager 
of the service, a civilian who gets 
more money than a_ lieutenant 
general, and from his office in the 
Tower building in Washington, di- 
rects his own army of film buyers, 
exploiters and exhibitors, Nomin- 
ally, this service is presumed to be 
under the jurisdiction of the Army, 
but its important phases of admin- 
istration outside of the camps are 
civilian-dominated. Today it is the 
largest motion picture chain opera- 
tion served by Hollywood, with 
more than 700 theatres in camps and 
stations regularly serviced by the 
exchanges, and paying out film 
rentals that will be in excess of 
$6,000,000 in 1942. 


Catering to the soldier film ap- 
petite, and finding features that hit 
the bullseye on the camp screen, re- 
quires the same knowledge of hu- 
man nature and average emotions, 
as that possessed by the most suc- 
cessful city exhibitor, For instance, 
the Air Corps will not take ‘horse 
operas’ regardless of stars or quality 
production, and so called ‘arty’ pic- 
tures are rejected by the soldier 
audiences and no amount of persua- 
sion can get them to accept ‘H. M. 
Pullham, Esq.’ or ‘Major Barbara,’ 
regardless of kind words from the 
intelligentsia critics. 

In May the top pictures on the 
Army circuit were ‘Ship Ahoy’ with 
Eleanor Powell and Red Skelton. 
Popularity traced to Skelton’s grow- 
ing radio appeal, for the soldiers are 
avid addicts of the loudspeaker. 
‘Tortilla Flat’ clicked solidly and 
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Garfield made the selling easy. ‘My 
Favorite Blonde’ with Bob Hope and 
Madeline Carroll had the potency 
of two names that are high favorites 
with the Army. ‘Rio Rita’ sold on 
the popularity of Abbott & Costello, 
top runners on the camp circuit. 
‘Kings Row’ had Ann Sheridan and 
up-and-coming Ronald Reagan, now 
in the service, and ‘My Gal Sal’ sold 
on its merits as a musical with the 
glamorous Rita Hayworth. 

Army Motion Picture Service is 
eagerly awaiting the passage of the 
new tax bill, since it will contain a 
clause wiping out the admissicn 
taxes at camp pix theatres. 














|_ Life of Riley 
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And the 40-male chorus is strictly 
vocal. Peculiarity due to lack of 
capable dance instructors here. 

The score is terrif. It’s the work of 
Pvt. Robert Ward, young longhair 
runner-up in the Prix de Rome com- 
petition; Corp. Eddie Herzog, former 
Claude Thornhill arranger, who has 
‘Love Is’ to his credit, and Corp. Leo 
Hattler. Two of the tunes in par- 
ticular rate publishing and recording 
attention. They are ‘Corresponding 
Love,’ hit ballad sung by Pfc. Jack 
Power, ex-Louis Prima vocalist, sup- 
ported by 40-voice trooper chorus, 
and ‘The Cavalry Song,’ rousing 
march intonated by Lt. Andrew B. 
White, former Fred Waring baritone, 
and the chorus. 

Authors 

Sketches and lyrics, all dealing 
with cavalry or general Army 
theme, are above par. They were 
turned out by Pvt. Julian Claman, 
ex-Stem p.a.; Pvt. Joseph Hopkins, 
New Orleans newsman, and Pvt. 
Irving Kapner, ex-Fed Theatre play- 
wright, who has since moved out for 
overseas service. 

In the specialty field, colored 
troopers stole the show opening 
night. Pvt. Elmer Kennedy scored 
first with a sock two-minute shuffle 
broom dance. And later, Pvts. Boots 
Wilson and Saddle Duncan couldn't 
get cff after their three-minute gag 
patter and intonation of ‘Reville 





Blues,’ their own tune. A _ long 


specialty schedule which kept the 
show moving at a speedy vaudeville 
clip included tap routines by Corp. 
Fran Schneider and Pvt. Charles 
Carney; a rope-twirling act by two 
ex-cowboys, Pvts. Whitey Whitehead 
and ‘Fred Ryser, and an old-style 
horse dancing act vith Carney and 
Pvt. Barney “anansky, in the bow 
and stern positions of the nag 
costume. 

Corp. 
radio 


Ira Grossei, ex-New York 
actor, and _ versatile Pvt. 
Carney split the comic leads ad- 
mirably, with excellent support 
coming from Pvt. Bigelow Sayre, 
who performed with Gertrude 
Lawrence in ‘Susan and God,’ and 
Corp. Bill McNeany. Pvt. Pat 
DiCiecco, former Hollywood agent, 
has a small speaking part in the 
prologue. 

Show is still diamcnd in the rough, 
but should smooth out considercbly 
by the time it hits Kansas City. 
Addition of a couple of short 
sketches and dance numbers would 
help. To pad out the time for the 
Kansas City presentation, co-directors 
Lt. Andrew B. White and Sgt. Al 
Lombardo plan to use “The Life of 
Riley’ for a 60-minute first-half, then 
to follow the intermission with a 45- 
minute vaudeville presentatior spot- 
lighting the CRTC band under Pfc. 
Seymour Magenheim on the stage. 
Thanks to the beton of Magenheim, 
who conducted for a USO-Camp 
Shows unit before induction, the 
score had the best possible showcase. 
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Ed Wynn Enters 2-a-Day Picture 
At Alvin, N. Y., With Evident Click 





‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ straight 
gener presented by and headlining 
d Wynn; Jane Froman, Carmen 
Amaya, Senor Wences, Joe Smith 
Charles Dale, Hermanos Williams 
rio, Ken Davidson & Hugh Forgie, 
Volga Singers (8), Hector & Pals & 
Marion, Herzogs (5), Emil Coleman 
Orch in Pit. Opened June 22, ’42, 
at Alvin, N. Y.; $2.20 and $2.75 tops. 





Ed Wynn steps into the present 
vaudeville yogue with ‘Laugh, Town, 
Laugh,’ spotted in a legit theatre, the 


Alvin, N. Y. Audience reaction 
the first night, Monday (22), indi- 
eated he has a click. 

Latest bill, like its recent predeces- 
sors, particularly ‘Priorities of 1942,’ 
running at the 46th Street, is shown 
with some of the labels of legit re- 
vue, as for instance the title. All of 
the bills of late have drawn the 
critics, whereas in the hey-day of 
two-a-day that was rare. It isn’t 
exactly that the reviewers have to 
do something to liven their depart- 
ments, but the general big-time at- 
mosphere of the showings is draw- 
ing them. Thus far ‘Priorities’ is the 
b.o. standout, mostly because of its 
comedy punches, and ‘Laugh’ has a 
fair chance to duplicate, although 
the first show was somewhat handi- 
capped because Wynn has a lame 
hand and the theatre’s cooling sys- 
tem was not working effectively. 


Wynn’s outfit is slightly different 
from the others, in not employing a 
line of show girls. He is on often 

fith his familiar and likeable come- 
ly stating, too, that ‘this is old- 
time vaudeville,’ which isn’t quite 
accurate. Newest bill, however, is 
the nearest in the current ‘revival’ to 
the Palace and Hammerstein’s Vic- 
toria. There are no production acts, 
however, and there is very little 

‘enic investiture. During rehearsal 
Wynn worked with Red Donahue 
and his mule, Uno, but forgot to 
withdraw his hand when jhe dash- 
board of a breakaway cart folded 
and cracked a couple of bones in the 
right mitt. That set the show back 
one week. Turn tried out in Bridge- 

ort and Wynn appeared with the 

ct then, but it was out of the preem 
in N. Y. 

Wynn went to the night clubs, 

10stly class spots, for some of the 

p turns, which explains the inter- 
national flavor of the show, program 

pomeny billing each act’s native 

and. 


Vgferan reminders of big-time 
vaude, Joe Smith and Charles Dale 
cop the comedy honors, down 
next to closing—and with ‘Dr. Kron- 
khit ’ It was one of the-shits they 
used when of the Avon Comedy 
Four and, from the way the house 
laughed, it seems incredible that the 
act dates back several decades. 
There have been some changes in 
the nonsense, but essentially it is 
the same crackerjack turn it was 
years ago. 


First of the class turns is Senor 


Wences, billed as hailing from 
Portugal. The juggling ventrilo- 
uist, with the tiny dummy he 


shapes from his hand and the other 
one, which is merely a head in a box, 
is thoroughly entertaining. He is the 
only act working with a microphone 
and from some locations it obstructs 
his mouth. Wences has played the 
major film houses as well as sup- 
per spots, 

Jane Froman is easily the show’s 
standout looker, a delightful warbler 
with a routine of tuneful ditties. 
Some not so close to the stage 
thought 4 mike might have aided her 
vocalistics, but Miss Froman has 
the right idea in moving about so 
that her trim form may be appre- 
ciated. Short medley starts her well, 
with ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ a good thing, 
then ‘I'm Breathless,’ which is get- 
ting much pluggi on the air, and 
One Dozen Roses.” Songstress also 
gives out with ‘Three Little Sisters’ 
and the inevitable ‘Don’t Sit Under 
the Apple Tree.’ 


Carmen Amaya, from South Amer- 
ica, who popularized flamenco danc- 
ing at the Beachcomber, on Broad- 
way, is a bang Closing intermis- 
sion. She has Antonia, Leonor, Jose 
and Paco, father, sisters and cousin, 
with her, while Sabicas is out in one 
with his guitar during a costume 
change. The foot-stamping, finger- 
snapping and business with the 
handclaps add atmosphere to the 
animated interlude. Senorita Amaya 
is on again for a bit in the second 
part, with Miss Froman and Wynn, 
who pedals in a little piano, but 
the comic cannot play the bit very 
well because of his demnatied digits. 
Miss Froman, atop the music box, 
sings ‘Tea for Two.’ 


Wynn, a very busy m.c., greets 
the customers after intermission and 
— a bit upon introducing former 

overnor Al Smith. Right after that 
come the Hermanos Williams Trio, 
from Argentina. It consists of a girl 
warbler and two male acrobats who 
perform in rhythm. That is the trick 
of the turn, for their feats are not 
exceptional. Boys have made a gag 
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out of keeping their patent leather 
hair intact. 


Novelty turn of the show Is an ex- 
hibition of badminton, two profes- 
sional players being Ken Davidson 
and Hugh Forgie. During the con- 
test Jerry Brannon makes explana- 
tions for the customers not familiar 
with the game. Four show girls are 
used in various chores, two — 
up the score. They are Eleanor 
Schram, Ann Graham, Gene Wright 
and Gene Ashley. 


The Herzogs, a five-girl trapeze 
turn from Australia, open the show 
very well, principally because of the 
‘stooge’ who entrances from the 
front. The Volga Singers are num- 
ber two, with Wynn getting some 
chuckles in introducing the Russian 
octet. Closing are Hector’s Dogs and 
Marion, a neat enough little animal 
act, helped by Wynn being present. 
Nobody walked, despite the humid- 
ity and the advancing clock. Per- 
haps the most effective of Wynn’s 
comicalities is the travesty shooting 
bit, which he last did in ‘Boys and 
Girls Together.’ 

Emil Coleman, himself a figure as 
a bandleader, is conducting his crew 
from the pit and doing a fine job of 
playing the show. 

Scale here is $2.20 top weekday 
nights; $2.75 weekends. Ibee. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 20. 
Jack Herbert, Eddie Jacobson, The 
Stapletons (2), Radcliffe & Rodgers, 
Marilyn Drew, Herb Six House Orch; 
‘Man Who Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) and 
‘Mad Doctor of Market Street’ (U). 





This one turns out to be a rather 
compact little stage show that strikes 
a niche considerably above average 
in entertainment, probably because 
it is graced with a little more com- 
edy than usual here. This week is 
the last of four in which the man- 
agement experimented with double 
feature films and stage show for the 
regular 30c admission, and this week, 
like the others, gives proof by 
patronage that double bills are here 
to stay on weeks when the stage at- 
traction is not sufficient attraction in 
itself. This dual bill, like the others, 
carries a theme—whodunit for this 
particular week—which will be the 
case henceforth when this policy is 
in force. 


After the Herb Six house band 
introduction the 44-minute show is 
routed by Jack Herbert, doubling as 
m.c., in which capacity he plays 
straight, in contrast to his comedy 
magic act later. First he runs on 
the team of Stapletons, whose danc- 
ing is’ in a light-hearted,’ modern 
trend and gets the bill off to good 
start. Marilyn Drew, amateur win- 
ner, has the second spot to show an 
untrained voice, with some melodi- 
Ous possibilities, on ‘This Is No 
Laughing Matter.’ 

Herbert then fills with his own 
turn, intermixing clever monolog 
with adept card tricks and couple of 
other magic stunts. His chatter is 
what takes and his comedy lifts the 
show from here on out. Following 
is Eddie Jacobson putting his mass 
of shoulder and arm muscles through 
a rigorous and complete handstand- 
ing on varied contraptions, winding 
with the handstanding on stilts that 
carried him into Ripley’s cartoon. 


Closing is filled by Radcliffe and 
Rodgers, colored lads, in a line of 
comedy chatter and music. The 
piano playing of one, the singing of 
the other are both played for laughs 
to ring the curtain down on a 
pleasant note to the satisfaction of 
the customers. Quin, 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, June 20. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch featuring 
Stuart Foster; Dick & Dot Remy, The 
Abins, Val Setz; ‘Wife Takes a 
Flyer’ (Col). 








Maintaining her swivel-hipped, 
dynamic action that has long since 
become a stage trademark, Miss Hut- 
_ nog 8 — all-male or- 

estra ck up her per - 
lighting. . ee 

Band’s numbers range between hot 
and sweet, both of which are equally 
well done. Featured singer Stuart 
Foster does well with two numbers, 
‘Threw a Kiss in the Ocean’ and 
Johnny Doughboy. Miss Hutton 
also does two vocals. 

Harry Anger, running the house 
and booking the stage shows, has 
added three acts to the band. Vail 
Setz’s patter and excellent juggling 
drew much applause. Dick and Dot 
Remy are eccentric dancers, with 
Dot very much on the hefty side. 
Her hand-walking brought much ap- 
plause. The Abins make light of 
ballroom daneing a la The Hart- 
mans, also registering solidly. 

Marg. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Jay C. Flippen, Bea Wain, Eddie 
Hanley, Horace MacMahon, Eleanore 
Whitney, 3 Peters Sisters, 5 Jewels; 
Ruby Zwerling’s House Orch; ‘Sabo- 
teur’ (U). 








Jay C. Flippen is back again and, 
as on former oe —s oo a 
ood entertaining job. on 
fo his regular stint, at closing, he 
m.c.s the show and gives spice 
to the proceedings. ; 

With a couple of blackouts in the 
show, one of which is part of Horace 
MacMahon’s turn (New Acts), an- 
other with Eddie Hanley, the show 
is less — Ny routine vaudeville lines 


usual, 

Timely in view of rationing is Flip- 
pen’s parody on ‘Tangerine,’ . 
it ‘Gasoline’ instead and using lyrics 
to fit. Following some cute gags that 
get laughs, Flippen does his arrange- 
ment of ‘Small Fry,’ sold extremely 


well. 

Bea Wain is on ahead of Flippen’s 
solo spot and lands in a big way. 
Opening with ‘Apple Tree,’ which 
suits her singing style oo 
also does ‘I Wonder When My Baby's 
Coming Home,’ a new tune. It has 
ordinary lyries and as a song doesn’t 
seem to rate the big plug Miss Wain 
gives it. ‘Jersey Bounce’ is sold 
swell. Miss Wain does two addi- 
tional songs, but crowds her routine 
into 10 minutes. : 
Eddie Hanley, deadpan comic, has 
a good opening session with Flippen 
and later lands plenty of howls with 
his impression of a woman making 
up and dressing. Comedian also 
works a blackout in which he’s an 
air-raid warden. It registers well. 
In addition to two tap routines, 
one a very tricky specialty done 
without musie most of the way, 
Eleanore Whitney works a bit with 
Flippen and MacMahon. She gets 
over satisfactorily. Miss Whitney, 
originally from vaudeville, has 
worked in numerous pictures, but 
has been off the boards several 
years. 

The Three Peters Sisters, hefty 
colored trio, are on second with thefr 
neat harmony singing and some 
clowning. One of the sisters does a 
boogie-woogie bit with Flippen for 
a laugh. : 

Colorful juggling act of the Five 
Jewels opens, going over strongly. 
This is one of the best acts of its 
kind in the business. Char. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, June 20. 
Frankie Masters Orch with Phyllis 
Myles, Woody Keeler, Lou Hurst; 
Allen, Burns & Cody, Shirley Ross, 
Anthony Longo & Toni DeGeorge, 
Al Bernie; ‘Broadway’ (U). 








There’s a plethora of music in the 
RKO local de luxer’s current lineup, 
but both Shirley Ross and Frankie 
Masters’ crew offer much, that is an 
agreeable contrast to customary 
orchestral bills. : 

Taking a one-week whirl in vaude 
after a bond-selling tour for U. S. 
Treasury Dept., the radio and Holly- 
wood singing actress makes the aver- 
age band canary seem rather anemic. 
Voice seems a bit lighter behind 
footlights but it’s expressive and 
flexible. She has topnotch mike 
technique, which comes natural after 
long stretches on Milton Berle’s and 
Bob Hope’s programs. 

Blonde looker, wearing black silk 
gown partially sequined, was rather 
flustered at opener because of Mas- 
ters’ staccato accompaniment. But 
this was smoothed out by second 
show. Starting out too rapidly with 
‘Strike Up the Band,’ she eased up 
in ‘Tangerine’ and really began sock- 
ing them in ‘Donnigle,’ a rollicking 
Irish tune which is a favorite of 
American soldiers stationed in Ire- 
land. By the time she reached her 
closing medley, she was hitting her 
stride. ‘Two Sleepy People’ engag- 
ingly done but best applause-cadger 
was “Thanks for Memory,’ which she 
chanted in a Bob Hope flicker and 
which is Hope’s radio themer. 

Masters’ rhythms are as alert as 
his own crisp chatter. Although 
his lads pitch some of the breeziest 
swing in initial number, ‘Three Lit- 
tle Sisters,’ and end up on the same 
note in ‘Jersey Bounce,’ genial 
leader knows the dramatic value of 
muted trumpets and sweet toned 
moments. He has a melodious solo 
trumpeter and pianist, latter being 
Woody Kessler, who shows to advan- 
tage in a jazz arrangement of ‘Rustle 
in Spring.’ 

Phyllis Myles also has more of a 
mellow voice than ordinary canaries, 
shifting from ‘Arthur Murray Taught 
Me’ to softer ‘I Threw a Kiss,’ with 
good appeal. Lou Hurst gives over- 
worked ‘Johnny Doughboy’ rich 
tonal values and a Celtic accent. 
Anthony Longo and Toni DeGeorge, 
winners of Louis Prima’s dance con- 
test last week, are sandwiched into 
band repertory for an okay exhibi- 
tion of frenzied jitterbugging. 

Practically no other acrobatic team 
has rated. as sensational a hand as 
Allen, Burns and Cody are getting 
here. Their one-armed levers, 
pyramid work and flips are well- 
nigh flawless, and the three ‘Acro- 
maniacs,’ as they’re subtitled, season 
them with sly humor. They are 
just what this show needs. 

Al Bernie adds more welcome 
comedy relief with rapid-fire patter, 





ditties and impersonations. Take- 
offs of Willkie and F.D.R. selling 
War Bonds stand out better than his 
oldies. Nothing wrong with his tim- 
ing or mimicry, but hodge-podged 
nm would be sharpened if he cut the 
corn and weeded out the burlesque 
wheezes. : 
With good screen support coming 
from ‘Broadway,’ bill pulled smart 
weekend crowds. Pull, 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, June 19. 
okinnsy Ennis Orch (14) with 
Carmene, Al Henderson; Ruth and 
Billy Ambrose, Don Cummings, Cal- 
gary Brothers (2); ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par). 


Theatre running double strength 

with Skinnay Ennis orchestra and 
Favorite Blonde,’ also has three 
smash acts. They are Calgary 
Brothers, pantomimists; Don Cum- 
mings, rope spinner, and Ruth and 
Billy Ambrose. ‘ : 
Ennis has a neat aggregation; solid, 
yet highly sweet in backing up the 
romantic mikings of the maestro. 
Show runs only around 45 minutes, 
but it’s good solid entertainment all 
the way, with laughs abundant. 
Band highlights ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ 
‘Apple Tree’ and ‘One Dozen Roses.’ 
Carmene, looker chirper for the 
group, mikes nicely with ‘Don’t Want 
to Walk Without You,’ ‘Man I Love’ 
and “Tangerine.” Al Henderson, 
guitarist, is standout on the strum 
work, with a specialty sax quartet 
thrown in for novelty. 
Ruth and Billy Ambrose, terp 
twosome, move smartly in a classy 
routine. Don Cummings, rope- 
spinner, has a clever line of chatter 
and performs some sock rope tricks. 
Calgary Brothers wind up with a 
slow motion fight that’s particularly 
good. Boys show expert timing and 
know how to keep an audience en- 
tertained 


Backing up by the Ennis band is 
superb. Orch does a clever closing 
bit, with the leader miking ‘Skylark’ 
and ‘Breathless.’ Latter finds band 
members picketing Ennis with + 
ribbing his slimness, etc. a la his 
Bob Hope radio show. Loop. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 20. 
Phil Harris Orch (17) with Larry 
Stewart, Lewis & Van, Tommy Trent, 
George Rogers Dancers (3); ‘Juke 
Girl (WB). 














Phil Harris hasn’t a novelty or- 
chestra assembled primarily with 
stage shows in mind, but he and his 
boys, plus three vaudeville acts, 
manage to give out with consider- 
able pleasant music and entertain- 
ment here this week just the same. 
Harris himself, good-looking, genial 
and extremely personable, is an ideal 
emcee who comes through nicely 
with a brief stretch of, vocalizing at 
the very end. He keeps things going 
snappily, his own abundant energy 
giving momentum to the proceed- 
ings. That he’s a name here in con- 
sequence of his stage, radio, and film 
appearances was attested to by the 
crowded house for the opening Fri- 
day matinee performance, although 
this is his initial Minneapolis engage- 
ment. 

The natty appearing orchestra is 
very much on the brass side and 
runs mostly to torrid swing backed 
by plenty of blare and noise, but 
tuneful nevertheless. There are 
four saxes, six brass, bass viol, two 
drums and two pianos. With a few 
exceptions the numbers are the 
familiar surefire hit paraders, 

Friendly relations between Harris 
and the audience are established at 
the outset when he tosses out tin- 
foiled cigars while gleefully exulting 
that he’s a proud daddy (wife is 
Alice Faye). He punctuates the 
proceedings with some so-so gags 
and stories, but doesn’t go in much 
for clowning with the other boys. 

A fast swing arrangement of 
‘Poet and Peasant’ is all right for a 
band starter. Then Lewis and Van, 
two young men, uncork some nov- 
elty precision and other tap routines, 
including adept stepping on a twin 
set of small stairs. They give dis- 
tinctive touches to their work. 

Larry Stewart, the band’s only 
vocalist aside from Harris, handles 
‘Tangerine,’ ‘Johnny Doughboy’ and 
‘Beguine’ with effective gusto. Tom- 
my Trent, concealed from view, 
stages puppet comedy good for 
laughs, Considerable manipulative 
skill is in evidence throughout. 

The band hits it up plenty hot 
with ‘Jersey Bounce.” Then the 
Rogers dancers, two men and a 
woman, contribute their comedy and 
straight adagio, among the tops of 
its kind. Their feats are daring, 
thrilling and unusual. 

Harris finally gets down to his own 
vocal assignment, and his choice of 
original and exclusive comedy num- 
bers, ‘That’s What I Like About the 
South,’ ‘Darktown Poker Club’ and 
‘The Two Old Soldiers,’ is excellent, 
showing off his partly recitative 
style to the best advantage and win- 
ning deserved approbation. 

A dandy patriotic medley is a fine, 
appropriate closer. It utilizes bits of 
most of the favorite songs in a gocd 
arrangement that induces frequent 
hand clapping out front and which 
calls for some singing by the entire 
band, Rees. 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Russ Morgan Orch (18) with 
Elizabeth Rogers, Clarence Melter, 
Walter Link, Morganaires; Ames & 
Arno, Jana, Dennis Day, ‘Juke Girl’ 
(WB), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ April 
8. 








Russ Morgan’s big band presents 
an unusual stage show. Though 
there are four sax, three trumpets, 
two trombones, five rhythm (two 
bass) and three violins, the com- 
bination never lets loose a jive bar- 
rage though it seems easily capable 
of it. It’s unusual—and occasionally 
tiresome. However, the band and 
accompanying acts generally offer an 
entertaining 60 minutes that some- 
how, seems longer. Perhaps a punch 
arrangement or two would ease that 
impression. 

Morgan defies band show tradition 
by leading off with a quietly played 
‘Clementine’ (most outfits think 
they’re getting off badly if they don’t 
hammer an audience silly on the 
getaway) and follows with three 
others in the same vein. Clarence 
Melter, violinist, vocals first, with a 
mixture of comedy, while Walter 
Link, bass, does ‘Sweet Eloise.’ 
Elizabeth Rogers possessor of fair 
voice, but endowed with physical at- 
tributes that make her singing sec- 
ondary, pleased this audience im- 
mensely with ‘Nightingale’ and ‘Miss 
You.’ She’s a definite asset. 

Morgan’s outfit plays well. It’s 
provided with neat, though not out- 
standing, arrangements. Besides, the 
outfit works with an informality that 
this audience found good for laughs. 
Occasionally, the men go a shade too 
far, but on the whole their kidding 
keeps within the confines of good 
taste and never once is it allowed to 
interrupt the performance. Morgan 
trombones, sings and controls the 
antics of his men easily. He kids 
himself at times. In announcing 
‘Somebody Else Is Taking My Place,’ 
which he had a-hand in writing and 
his band recorded, te states‘. . . and 
Benny Goodman’s record (of ‘Some- 
body’) sold like hell.’ Morganaires, 
three boys from the band, vocal it; 
it’s well done, in ballad tempo and 
audience response was heavy. 

Jana, a quick-sketch artist, is part 
of the band, according to Morgan. He 
slows up the show a bit, but since 
Morgan and his men surround the 
work with all sorts of laugh bits, it 
works out pretty well. It’s presented 
in the best way possible. First model 
from the audience, a girl, is a plant 
and the episode is good for repeated 
giggles. Second brought on a sol- 
dier, who’s teased by Miss Rogers 
with vocals of ‘I Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love’ and ‘Mean to 
Me.’ It’s a pleasing interlude, 


Ames and Arno, making their 
umpteenth appearance at this house, 
are, as usual, confined a bit by work- 
ing in a small area. However, their 
zany knockabout is good, as al- 
TOOTS 

and literally knock themse:veés 
out, deserving the appreciation they 
got. 

Dennis Day, tenor, on the loose 
for the summer while Jack Benny’s 
radio prograii, of which he’s a part, 
is on vacation, found ready recep- 
tion to his efforts. He’s introed by 
a backstage transcription of Benny’s 
voice, then proceeds to lay ’em in 
the aisles with “Tangerine,’ ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon’ and ‘Johnny Doughboy,’ 
each of which fits him better than 
the encore, ‘This Is Worth Fighting 
For.’ His performance of the latter 
wasn’t quite satisfying; it was done 
too fast and not sold properly. He’s 
a good looking lad, with an ingratiat- 
ing Irish phiz. 


Biz good. Wood. 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, June 20. 


Sheila Barrett, Hylton Sisters, 
Billy Wells & 4 Fays, Arthur & Mor- 
ton Havel, Line, Sam Jack Kauf- 
man House Orchestra featuring Lynn 
Allison, Art Brown; ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G). 








Sheila Barrett is always welcome 
in the nation’s capital, be it a night 
club or a theatre. She invariably 
has fresh satirisms, with her ‘Pro- 
fessional Southern Girl at a New 
York Cocktail Bar’ still being not- 
able. The audience response was, as 
usual, big. 

Show opens with Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s excellent house orchestra 
again clicking. Lynn Allison, Kauf- 
man vocalist, is among the band’s 
eee outstanding individual fea- 
ures, 


Art Brown’s organ time is some- 
what cut for the current week, but he 
again has them singing loudly in a 
community songfest. 

Stage portion opens with Billy 
Wells and the Four Fays in standard 
acrobatic dancing. Okay. The 
veterans, Arthur and Morton Havel, 
follow singing their ‘You're the 
Cream in My Coffee’ and ‘Smiles,’ 
also getting plenty of laughter with 
their fol-de-rol, 

The Three Hylton Sisters are very 
effective harmony singers. And 
lookers, too. 

Rhythm Rockets (line) are a de- 
cided highlight, particularly with 





their scarf dance. Marg. 
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~ STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, June 19. 
Raymond Scott Orch (12), Dean 
Murphy, Georgie Tapps, Juvelys (2), 


oth Collins, 
Stanley. Webb; ‘Great Man’s Lady 


(Par). 








Long time since this Warner house 
has come up with a better show. 
It’s sock from start to finish, not a 
dull moment through more than 60 
minutes. Raymond Scott band still 
manufacturing just about the most 
interesting music of the times, with 
arrangements so technically and 
melodically brilliant that they prac- 
tically represent a new _ rhythmic 
form; he has some of the finest solo- 
ists in the AFM and a couple of 
vocalists any maestro would be 
happy to call his own. 

Scott’s apparently trying to get 
away from his old quintet rep in 
both style and repertoire for he’s not 
playing any of those colorfully titled 
tunes he’s composed and with which 
he’s-been associated. That seems like 
a mistake; a suggestior of such num- 
bers as ‘Powerhouse, ‘Minuet in 
Jazz, ‘War Dance of Wooden In- 
dians,’ etc., perhaps in a fast medley, 
would do the trick and identify him 
more accurately. ’ 

Scott’s only deviation from the Hit 
Parade norm now is his ‘At An Ara- 
bian House Party,’ and band does a 
crack job of it. Otherwise, catalogue 
is ‘Tangerine,’ ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ 
‘Johnny Doughboy,’ ‘3 Little Sisters,’ 
etc., and practically ali of these vocal 
spots with the orch merely as back- 
ground. Scott’s chief fault here is 
that he doesn’t reserve enough time 
for himself; opening number, ‘Ara- 
bian,’ and the ‘St. Louis Blues’ finale 
comprise the entire schedule for his 
four saxes, three trumpets, two 
trombones, bass, drums and piano on 
their own, and that’s insufficient. 

Singers are Billy Leach and Doro- 
thy Collins, both definitely comers. 
Leach is a local boy who was signed 
by Seott several mgnths ago from 
KDKA here. A _ good-looking kid, 
the youthful, collegiate type, he 
warbles easily, naturally and has an 
infectious warmth, at the same time 
handiing his pipes smartly. Collins 
gal is a young protege of the 
maestro’s with a deep, educated voice 
and more vocal style and authority 
than most of her femme contem- 
poraries, She’s a comely blonde and 
has fine diction, quite unusual for 
the gals who warble with bands. 
Miss Collins and Leach team for an- 
other high spot on a novelty ditty 
called ‘Did You Did It?’ Scott's 
featured instrumentalist is Stanley 
Webb, on the sax, and buildup he 
gets is completely justified by what 
Webb does with a piano etude by 
Chopin. Sensational’s the only word 
for number; it tore the house apart. 

Every one of the three supporting 
acts is a show-stopper. Juvelys, 
man and woman, are on early and 
not even a Rube Goldberg could 
think up the head-dA=iiead ‘stu 
they perform, the climax coming 
when guy balances three rubber 
balls on top of each other on his 
dome and she does a head stand at 
the peak. 

Georgie Tapps, last here few 
months ago at Nixon in ‘Pal Joey,’ 
remains one of finest dance stylists 
in the country and his numbers are 
showy, have a certain flair and ring 
the bell. Especially good are his 
stepping to a Gershwin (whom he 
resembles closely, incidentally) med- 
ley and a satire on an old-fashioned 
tapster (the King, King and King 
style of a decade ago), great piece of 
g00d-natured fooling. 

No. 1 sensation of the show, how- 
ever, is Dean Murphy, mimic and 
impersonator, making his first local 
appearancé, He Wwas”°un twice his 
allotted time, could have stayed on 
forever. They wouldn't let him go, 
and understandingly so. Murphy’s 
One of the best in his line. Cohen. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 20. 
Muggsy Spanier Orch with Jane 
amilton, Ford Leary, Judy Canova 
with Anne Canova, Georgie Price, 
Gaudsmith Bros.; ‘My Favorite Spy.’ 








Something for everybody is the 
Slogan of this week’s bill. Muggsy 
Spanier, his hot trumpet and a band 
Playing the current jukebox faves 
are for the hepcats. For those who 
80 for Hollywoodites there’s Judy 
Canova and her sister, Anne. For 
the customer who has a yen for old- 
time vaudeville, there's Georgie 
Price with his nostalgic rendition of 
the stuff that made him big-time— 
a still big-tune—a decade or so 


Initial half of the show is for the 
alligator trade. Spanier, a stranger 
in these parts, gives out with every- 
thing that’s leading the league in the 
juke hit parade. Vocalist Jane 

amilton, a svelte brunet, gives out 
okay with ‘Somebody Else Is Taking 
My Ptace,’ ‘1-A in the Army,’ ‘I 
Don’t Wanna Walk Without You.’ 
Plenty solid is trombonist Ford 
Leary, who clicks with ‘Heart of 
Texas’ and ‘Shadrach,’ both done in 
an entertaining novelty style with 

is booming voice. 

From here on Price takes over the 


rr cing and a handy job he does of 


Billy Leach, The 





Judy Canova, dolled up in the! as m.c. 


latest from the count (red ha 
blue jacket, white stockings and 
dainty brown clodhoppers, size 12’s), 
accompanied by her sister, Anne 
yodels her package of tunes. An 
they register just as solidly with big 
city people as with the rural folk. 
+ sisters wind up their stint with 
a piano duet of ‘Dark Eyes.’ 

ice winds up the bill with his 
now familiar pattern. A couple of 
Bags, a song (‘Early Bird Matinee’) 
and then his ribbing takeoffs on his 
old pals, Al Jolson, singing ‘April 
Showers,’ Harry Richman, warbling 
‘Birth of the Blues’; Eddie Cantor 
giving with ‘Susie’ and Jessel hit- 
ting the wrong keys with ‘My 
Mother's Eyes.’ 

Other supporting act is the Gaud- 
smith Brothers, seen here with their 
dogs on innumerable occasions, Al- 
though their act is standard, and a 
little hackneyed, they still garner 
plenty of laughs with their antics. 

House was capacity when caught 
Saturday night. Shal. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Claude Hopkins Orch (13) with 
Belle Powell; 4 Blues, Bill Bailey, 
Helen Stewart, Vivian Harris, 
Johnny Lee, Tim .Moore, Monte 
Hawley, Buster Cromwell, 16 Har- 
perettes; ‘Canal Zone’ (Col). 











Business at this spot, ace Negro 
showplace of country, is running 
way ahead of this time last year, 
with indications the theatre will re- 
main open all summer if gait is 
maintained. Current show. certainly 
is strong enough to keep them com- 
ing along for most of torrid weather 
period. Light on the number of 
vaudeville acts, house brings back a 
fast-stepping femme line for change 
of pace and to bolster the lineup. 

Claude Hopkins orchestra has 
played here many times, but this is 
the best all-round combo to appear 
at house. Ability to shift from sweet 
to swingeroo sets the outfit in solidly. 
Hopkins continues massaging the 
ivories for nice returns while his 
guitarist spotlights an unbilled tune 
on his electric guitar. Chick Morri- 
son, crack drummer, is a real asset 
with his deft and varied skin pound- 
ing. Belle Powell, balladist with 
band, fills the bill okay, but her en- 
core, on ‘Somebody Else Is Taking 
My Place,’ is not a smart selection. 
Clicked nicely with ‘Dream the 
Rest.’ Lass has nice pipes. 

Four Blues (New Acts), male in- 
strumental and vocal quartet, regis- 
tered well. Bill Bailey, here little 
more than a month ago, continues to 
amaze with his deft tapstering. Too 
bad he retains that reference to Bill 
Robinson on his second tap session; 
Bailey shapes up stoutly enough to 
stand on own. A somewhat better 
spacing of his gags would help. 

Leonard Harper’s line of 16 
femmes is strong on looks and action. 
Vivian Harris, Johnny Lee, Tim 
Moore, Monte Hawley and Buster 
cToniwelf are’ better than the ma- 
terial in three familiar comedy skits. 

Biz oke on first show Friday (19) 
night. Wear. 


COURT SQUARE 


(SPRINGFIELD, MASS.) 





Springfield, Mass., June 18. 
Six Grays, Fred & Mia Dearborn, 
‘Ma’ Perkins, Marie Lopez, Andrews, 
Dewald & Madelon, Leon Fields, 6 
Flashes, Bert Green Orch; ‘2 Yanks 
in Trinidad’ (Col). 





Springfield really staged a ‘wel- 
come home’ for two of its person- 
able youngsters, Fred and Mia Dear- 
born, this week after an absence of 
two years that has taken them to 
South Ameriéa* “and into many 
North American night club. She at 
the piano, he with a guitar team in 
several boy and girl song routines 
and novelties that demanded, and 
got, encores. Act has acquired fin- 
ish to top off natural talent. Could 
do with one less verse on each tune 
and one more number, possibly a 
vocal from the photogenic tenor, 
who, as a theatre usher here, got 
his start by winning a Fox-Poli 
amateur contest. Almost knocked 
themselves out by doubling at Fed- 
eral Hill club. 

Grays, five sisters and a brother, 
have a fast-moving dance act that 
clicks with the aid of varied, color- 
ful and fresh-looking costuming. 
Youngest sister is a looker who can 
sell a song like ‘Loch Lomond’ with 
plenty of dynamite. Andrew,- De- 
wald and Madelon have some devil- 
may-care adagio routines, but warm 
up slowly. ‘Ma’ Perkins, working 
with a plant in a box, caught on 
with a rousing dance that belied her 
avoirdupois. Marie Lopez, billed 
optimistically as a ‘madcap song- 
stress,’ apparently saw too many 
Groucho Marx and Jimmy Durante 
films without looking closely. 

Leon Fields, no stranger, repeats 
some familiar material, though his 
‘origin of the tango, truckin’ and 
Charleston’ is a riot. The Six Flashes 
were only four at show caught, and 
one took a nasty spill while jitter- 
bugging under poor lighting. Plenty 
of informality, with kidding across 
lights with Bert Green (house 
maestro) about his 29th wedding an- 
niversary. 

Assistant house manager Jerry 
Finnegan turns in a creditable job 
Dono. 








USO-Camp Show 


ON THE LOOSE 


Portland, Ore., June 23. 
Nelson & Goodrich, Cathy Miller, 
Milton Douglas & Co., Ken Whitner 
& Co. Vernon & Draper, Sylvia & 
Clemence, Orch (10). 














The USO camp unit ‘On the Loose’ 
Was another successful hit at the 
Portland Air Base. Show is heavy 
on talent and was received big. 

General opinion was that this is 
the second good unit to play here 
for the local military. Other good 
show was ‘Hot From Harlem.’ Prior 
to that there were complaints that 
jg units were not up to stand- 
ard. 

Current unit played under con- 
siderable handicap in an inside hall, 
although designed as an out-of-doors 
unit. This was due to weather con- 
ditions. 

Nelson and Goodrich, acrobats, 
open with a snappy routine. Fol- 
lowed by Cathy Miller, whose tap 
dancing also clicked. For laughs 
Milton Douglas & Co., scored well 
along the comedy talking line. 
Douglas also m.c.s. 

Ken Whitner plays several musi- 
cal instruments to good effect. Show 
closes with two dancing acts, Ver- 
non and Draper, who scored well on 
the sweet rhythm order, followed by 
Sylvia and Clemence, whose comedy 
dancing brings the unit to an up- 
roarious finale, 

Show runs 90 minutes. Wyatt. 





Pix War Keynote 


Continued from page 3 


lighter vein, though touching on the 
war, 





Fox’s Crop 

From Aug. 1 to July 1, 1942, 20th- 
Fox released nine pictures with a 
war background, with seven now 
editing and several more story prop- 
erties with war themes likely. Those 
released last season included ‘Yank 
in the R.A.F.,’ ‘Great Gums,’ ‘Cadet 
Girl,’ ‘Confirm or Deny,’ ‘Remember 
the Day,’ ‘Seeret Agent of Japan,” 
‘Shores of Tripoli,’ ‘10 Gentlemen 
from West Point.’ Pictures being 
prepared for 1942-43 release in this 
category are “Thunderbirds,’ ‘Pied 
Piper,’ ‘Little Toklo, U.S.A.,’ ‘Berlin 
Correspondence,’ ‘Iceland,’ ‘China 
Girl,’ ‘Manila Calling,’ ‘Project 47.’ 

Universal has ‘Corvettes in Ac- 
tion,’ ‘Hey, Buddy,’ ‘Thumbs Up,’ 
‘Three Smart Girls Join Up,’ ‘Desti- 
nation Unknown,’ ‘Halfway to 
Shanghai,’ ‘Beast of the East,’ ‘Great 
Impersonation,’ ‘Woman Pilot,’ ‘Sa- 
boteur,’ ‘Johnny Comes Marching 
Home,’ ‘Private Buckeroo’ and ‘Eagle 
Squadron.’ ‘Paris Calling’ was first 
war background film issued after 
U.S. entry into the war. 

Metro, from June, 1941, to June, 
1942, had ‘Mata Hari’ (reissue), ‘Met 
in Bombay,’ ‘Navy, Blue and Gold’ 
(reissue), ‘Down in San Diego,’ ‘Un- 
holy Partners,’ ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq..,’ 
‘Bugle Sounds,’ ‘Joe Smith, Ameri- 
can,’ ‘Yank on the Burma Road,’ 
‘Nazi Ageat,’ ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘Pacific 
Rendezvous.’ 

Paramount has ‘Pacific Blackout,’ 
‘Torpedo Boat,’ ‘Lady Has Plans,’ 
‘Fleet’s In,’ ‘True to the Army,’ ‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ and ‘Wake Island.’ 
— is on seven blocks released so 
ar. 

Cotumbia’ ‘hax tssued or preparing 
for 1942-43 release, “The Invaders,’ 
‘Two Yanks in Trinidad,’ ‘Wife Takes 
a Flyer,’ ‘Submarine Raider,’ ‘Para- 
chute Nurse,’ ‘Atlantic Convoy,’ 
‘Flight Lieutenant,’ ‘Sabotage Squad,’ 
‘The American Way,’ ‘The Com- 
mandos,’ ‘Destroyer,’ ‘Salute to Sa- 
hara,’ ‘Knights Without Armor,’ ‘De- 
fense Town,’ ‘Harbor Patrol,’ “‘Two- 
Man Submarine,’ ‘Reveille With 
Beverly.’ 

Warners has released or prepar- 
ing for 1942-43 season ‘Sergeant 
York,’ ‘International Squadron,’ ‘Tar- 
get for Tonight,’ “You’re in the Army 
Now,’ ‘All Through the Night,’ ‘Dan- 
gerously They Live,’ ‘Captains of the 
Clouds,’ ‘This Was Paris,’ ‘Wings for 
the Eagle,’ ‘Dive Bomber,’ ‘Navy 
Blues,’ ‘Spy Ship,’ ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ ‘Desperate Journey,’ ‘Across 
the Pacific,” ‘Air Force,’ ‘Edge of 
Darkness, ‘Heroes without Uni- 
forms’ retitled ‘Torpedoes,’ ‘Casa- 
blanca,’ ‘Watch on the Rhine.’ 

In addition there is representation 
from United Artists, RKO and Re- 
public likely during the coming 
months. 


DARMOUR’S 2 SERIALS 


Hollywood, June 23. 
The last two serials on the Larry 
Darmour unit’s 1942-43 production 
schedule by Ralph Cohn at Columbia 
are ‘The Bat Man’ and ‘The Fighting 
General.’ 
Former is from the cartoon strip 





'and latter a chapter play with an 
‘army background. 


New Acts 


HORACE MacMAHON 
Talk 

5 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


This is the first appearance in 
vaudeville of Horace MacMahon, for- 
merly from legit but better known 
as a heartless, gun-slinging and 
knife-wielding film gangster charac- 
ter in recent years. Because of his 
picture background MacMahon 
should mean boxoffice on personals. 


While MacManon is doing only 
five minutes now, it is probable that 
he will expand his turn for subse- 
quent engagements. 

He opens in a bit with J. C. Flip- 
pen in which he threatens Flippen 
gangster-like. Bit ends in a siss 
twist for a laugh. MacMahon fol- 
lows up with some talk and gags, 
then appears in a scene in which a 
new tire is used as a gangland pay- 
off. Blackout, being timely, gets a 
big laugh. 

MacMahon makes a nice appear- 
ance and has good stage presence. 
Over well here when caught. 

Char. 


FOUR BLUES 
Instrumentalists, Songs 
7 Mins. 

Apollo, N. ¥. 


Quartet of instrumentalists and 
singers, patterned somewhat after 
the Mills Bros. and Inkspots, shapes 
up as a sturdy entry on its own. Al- 
ready Decca recorders, foursome re- 
flects the exacting routines necessary 
for disc work in their vaudeville ap- 
pearance. 

Big bass fiddle, guitar, xylophone 

tambourine-gourd combo is 
expertly handled by the four colored 
musicians. Electric itar also is 
employed for solos. ether on a 
rhythm number or spotlighting in- 
dividual instruments, the four boys 
are clicko. Bulk of singing is done 
by the lad with the tambourine and 
gourds, with other three mainly in 
for harmonizing. Ta.! member of 
combo is standout with the bass viol 
and the xylophonist 1s not far be- 
hind. Latter also is solid teaming 
up vocals with the main balladist. 

Quartet is using ‘Jersey Bounce’ 
and ‘Playing the Piceolo’ as principal 
tunes, with vocalizing stressed on 
both. Couple of strictly instrumental 
numbers round out -their 7 

ear. 





THE PELLETIERS (2) 
Hand-Balancers 

10 Mins. 

Hurricane, N. Y. 


Mixed duo of hand-balancers does 
generally standard stunts that should 
go over on the smaller time, vaude 
or niteries. A dog works into the 
act as a breather in a balancing 
setto. 

They’re young and ‘heir youthful 
sparkle helps put them over. Fea- 
ture is the leg-lift by the girl of the 
man while she’s lying on __her 
stomach. Naka, 





ROCHELLE AND BEEBE 
Ballroom Satire 

8 Mins. 

Hurricane, N. Y. 

Rochelle and Beebe are of the 
Hartmans school in their ballroom 
dancing travesties, with the girl, of 
course, the focal point. She’s a nifty 
mugger and drew plenty of laughs 
at this catching. 

However, the inevitable compari- 
son with the Hartmans relegates 
them to. less. conspicuous bookings 
in either vaude or niteries, where 
they’re likely clicks. Naka. 


ROSS AND WEST 
Impr 

10 Mins, 
Hurricane, N. Y. 

Ross and West are young fellows 
who run the gamut of impressions, 
but their future seems to lie in small 
clubs and nabe theatres. 

They get by well enough, with 
their enthusiasm, more than any- 
thing else, getting them ve. ' 

aka. 


SAMMY BIRCH 
Pantomime 
8 Mins. 
Hurricane, N. ¥. 

Sammy Birch’s routine of panto- 
miming, to the accompaniment of 
records, is generally roficient, 
though the trade will inevitably 
compare him with Roy Davis. Latter 
is most prominently identified with 
that type of turn. 

Birch is strictly for 
niteries and vaude houses, 


smaller 
Naka, 


BENNY VAN KIRK 
M.C., Songs, Impressions 
Hurricane, N. ¥ 

Van Kirk indicates that he’s been 
in the biz for years, though this is 
apparently the first time he’s played 
around Broadway. His is strictly a 
small-time routine of songs and im- 
pressions, and for this show he’s 
emceeing straight. 


Okay for secondary niteries and 





stage show theatres. Naka. 





DE SYLVA TWINS 
Dancing 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 

Couple of kiGs who have the stuff 
to click heavily in the best places, 
Boy and a girl, there’s a lot of 
thought behind their routines and 
considerable novelty to their presen- 
tation. Off-stage voice, singing opene- 
ing strains of ‘A Boy and a Girl Are 
Dancirg, introduces them, and an- 
nouncements in flowery, academic 
phrases, from same spot, continue to 
describe their numbers all through 
the act. 

They’re Latin-American types and 
specialize in that type of terp, mix- 
ing it showily with an Africano 
strain, produced by some savage 
drumming, which they do themselves 
in one number with tom-toms at- 
tached. Gal fas a lot of fire and 
abandon and boy is a classicist who 
can also move into the hot and low- 
down stuff with the best of them, 

Costuming is colorful and classy 

Cohen. 


| __Metop-Latins 


ternational ‘good will’ dates possible, 
Meanwhile the Met is making an- 
other bold move for the New York 
run: the highest price hereafter will 
be $5 a seat instead of $7 as tradi- 
tional. 


While details of the tour have as 
yet to be worked out, representa- 
tives of the company have been 
promised every aid possible in 
Washington. It is reported that the 
Met will donate a portion of its 
profits to the USO at the close of the 
tour. In the U. S., giving four per- 
formances weekly for 25 weeks on 
the road, just $500 a performance 
will mean $50,000 to the USO. 


The good will tour by the Met dur- 
ing wartime, will be in the nature 
of a call to tolerance and under- 
standing toward the music and art- 
ists of all nations. The U. S. tour 
will include such cities as Philadel- 
phia, Hartford, Baltimore, Boston, 
Cleveland, Bloomington, . Indiana; 
Dallas, Birmingham, Atlanta, Rich- 
mond; El Paso, Hollywood, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Sacramento, 
Salt Lake City, Seattle, Denver, St. 
Louis, Minneapolis, Chicago, ete. 
Stands of one day to two weeks will 
be made in these and other cities. 


During the past 10 weeks the Met 
management has been going over its 
books making an exhaustive survey 
of operas which have proved finan- 
cial successes during the past five 
years. The backbone of the reper- 
toire will be composed of these 
operas which have been the best 
boxoffice clicks. Operas in order of 
their b.o. respectively have been 
‘Pagliacci’ and ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,” 
‘Aida,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Faust,’ “Traviata,” 
‘Lucia,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Butter- 
fly,’ ‘Boheme,’ ‘Tosca,’ ‘Nozze di 
Figaro,’ ‘Don Giovanni,” ‘Walkeure,’ 
‘Gotterdaemmerung,’ ‘Rosenkavalier,’ 
‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Otello,’ ‘Lohengrin,’ 
‘Tannhauser’ and ‘Daughter of the 
Regiment.’ (‘Tristan,’ was well up 
on top but was dropped due to the 
failure of Flagstad to return and 
‘Butterfly’ is out for the duration of 


the war.) 
my’ 506 Preem 


| “Ar 
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well as those of Mark Sandrich. 
Allen Scott, now east with Sandrich, 
will probably seript. Balaban is due 
back today (Wednesday) from a 
WPB huddle in Washington. 


Major General Irving J. Phillip- 
son, head of the Army Emergency 
Relief, viewed the show as official 
rep of the War Department and 
okayed it 100%. His stamp of ap- 
proval was required before it could 
start its run at the Broadway the- 
atre, N. Y., July 4, or the sale of pic- 
ture rights could be consummated. 
His all-out enthusiasm for the song 
and dance numbers and dialog was 
highly welcomed by Berlin and those 
working with him. 

Opening of the boxoffice window 
at the Broadway Monday found a 
line waiting, which ,was another 
source of satisfaction to the show’s 
sponsors. There was a steady ticket 
sale all day with many people com- 
ing up to the b.o. after just viewing 
rehearsal pix in front of the house 
while passing by. Mail sale, despite 
the fact that the show won’t open 
for another 10 days, has hit almost 
$25,000. 

Sandrich saw the run-through 
staged for General Phillipson Sat- 
urday (20).. He was accompanied 
by scripter Allan Scott. 
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‘(This advertisement appeared in all New York 
newspapers on Tuesday, June 23.) , 
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U.S. Armed Forces Need Camera 





Ve 


Experts; Some Ih) Crack Men Going 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Hollywood will shortly be shy 
around 150 cameramen under re- 
cruiting drives now being conducted 
here by Army, Navy and Marine 
Air Forces. Already International 
Photographers Local 655 reports 50 
members in the armed services, 
some now serving On foreign soil. 
Lensers recruited from Hollywood 
are being offered commissions as 
captains and first and second lieu- 
tenants. } 

William Guthrie, location mana- 
ger for Warners, who is acting as 
liaison with the Air Force, is due 
back from Washington and just how 
large a lenser force the various 
government services will seek to 
recruit is expected to be known af- 
ter he arrives. It is anticipated that 
the Government will need at least 
1.000 cameramén capable of pho- 
tographing action for documentary 
and tactical purposes 


Nat Levine, former Hollywood 
producer, is now recruiting f _the 
Marine Corps and,Lt. Al Gilks, 


former Paramount cameraman, is 
reciqjting for the Navy. 

Government forces are expected 
to start bearing down on a recruit- 
ing drive as soon as training bases 
are ready to handle Hollywood film 
photogs who join up. So far, fight- 
ing forces have nat been able get as 
complete a film picture of actual 
action as officials would like. Films 
taken during combat prove valuable 
technical aid and the Government 
is reported readying a concentrated 
effort to build as large a force of 
cameramen for this service as pos- 
sible. 












Elmer Davis 
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novation, expiaining he must learn 
many facts before being in a posi- 
tion to answer questions. 


The exact part to be played by 
Archibald MacLeish, head of the 
OFF, Lowell Mcilett, chief of the 
OGR and the President’s specially- 
designated Film Coordinator; and the 
varied film and radio units in the 
Government remained conjectural. 
President Roosevelt refsed to clear 
p confusion about the status of 
MacLeish ard Mellett,. ducking .a 
pointed question at his Tuesday af- 
ternoon (16) press conference with 
the suggestion that Davis should 
have a free hand. 


For the present, the OGR film 
group and the OFF radio section are 
continuing with previous chores. 
Both crowds are as impatient as the 
two industries, the press, and the 
taxpayers to find out whether they 
are pushed in a corner, given more 
and bigger duties, or left alone in- 
definitely. 

Marking Tune 

The Mellett gang, which has done 
little more than throw out ideas and 
suggestions since the President told 
the OGR chief last fall to ‘coordi- 
nate’ film activities, is doing little 
more than mark time. The OFF 
radio unit, headed by William B. 
Lewis of CBS, has more jobs on its 
hands—notably issuing the network 
allocation charts—and is driving for- 
ward on a day-to-day basis until 
Davis either pulls on the reins or 
uses the whip. 

Commenting that the people he 
succeeds had the same objective, 
Davis started “his task with the ad- 
mission the Government has not 
provided ‘adequate machinery’ to 
get out the news and propaganda. 
He added, ‘The President has now 
given us the machinery for this pur- 
pose and we will do our best to put 
it to good use.’ 

As forecast in last week’s ‘Variety,’ 
second berth in the new OWI went 
to Milton §S. Eisenhower, veteran 
Agriculiure Department publicist 
and most recently head of the outfit 
moving Japanese from the West 
Coast. He took over as deputy 
director in charge of administrative 
matters. 

Neither Davis nor Eisenhower had 
anything to say publicly about their 
ideas. Aside from his generalized 
pledge to get out the news, the OWI 


un 
Mp 


chief would not talk about his 
chores, and aides shunted off re- 
porters seeking to find out what 


thoughts he has in. mind. Until he 
finds out what’s what, he will keep 
mum. He spent the first few days in 
office huddling with highest officials, 
including Secretary of War Stimson, 
Secretary of the Navy Knox, and 
vice President Wallace. 





SPG Votes C10 Tie 


Proper steps to effect affiliation 
with the CIO are expected to be 
taken immediately for the Screen 
Publicists Guild by acting president 
Larry Lipscomb of Columbia Pic- 
tures, following majority vote in 
favor of making that move Monday 
night (22) at a —o of the mem- 
bership. Vote was 172 for affilia- 
tion, 39 against. 


At a meeting scheduled for July 9 
it is expected Jonas Rosenfeld, Jr., 
of the 20th-Fox advertising depart- 
ment, will be elected president to 
succeed Joe Gould, who has gone 
into the army. Rosenfeld is unop- 
posed for the office. 


SATEVEPOST CIVIL WAR 
STORY TO PAR FOR DIX 


Hollywood, June 23. 


Paramount has bought ‘Wherever 
the Grass Grows,’ Saturday Evening 
Post story by Allan Bosworth, 


The story, which has Civil War 
background, has been assigned to 
Harry Sherman for production with 
Richard Dix starred. 

Other Story Buys 

Republic bought ‘Nazi Busters,’ 
Murray Acosta’s tale of convoys to 
Europe, 

RKO purchased ‘Portrait o 
Lady,’ legit play by Alexander 
and Chester Erskin. 

Metro acquired screen rights to 
Louis Bromfield’s novel, ‘Mrs. Park- 
ington,’ now running as a mag serial. 

Warners bought an option on ‘I 
Wasn't Born Yesterday,’ novel now 
being written by W. R. Burnett. 

Charles O’Neal sold his western 
tale, ‘Men of the Mesa,’ to Republic. 

Edward Finney took an option on 
‘Wings, Women and War,’ by Lon 
Young and Jack Harvey. 

Columbia bought ‘Winnie Went to 
Washington,’ satire by Aybrey Wis- 
berg, who recently sold ‘Come Blow 
Your Horn’ to Warners. 

Jan Henrik Marsman gold his fac- 
tual story, ‘I Escaped from Hong- 
kong’ to 20th-Fox. 


Booth: Ops’ Strike 
Notice on Mpls. Indies 


Minneapolis, June 23. 


The booth operators’ union here 
has served a strike notice on Minne- 
apolis downtown and neighborhood 
independent theatres in consequence 
of a turndown of its demand for an 
immediate 5°% scale boost plus 242% 
additional each in the ensuing two 
years. A compromise exhibitors’ 
offer of 244% was rejected by the 
union, but negotiations still are con- 
tinuing in consequence of a 10-day 
mediation period ordered by the 
state. 

Members of the exhibitors’ com- 
mittee expect an agreement finally 
will be’ reached, although at first 
they threatened to close their thea- 
tres, declaring that conditions do not 
warrant any further increase in their 
‘nut’ and they’d be better off if the 
houses were shuttered for the sum- 
mer at least. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit), acceded to the union’s ce- 
mand for its houses. 


Galvez Flooded Again 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Greatest flood in the history of 
Texas becomes a romantic musical 
picture at Paramount, titled ‘Gal- 
veston,’ to be produced by Sol C. 
Siegel on the autumn schedule. 

Siegel and W. R. Burnett, screen 
writer, returned from the Gulf City 
with historical data to be used as 
background for the tidal wave 
story. 
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Anne Top Femme 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Anne Shirley’s first job, under her 
two-picture-a-year deal with RKO, 
is the top femme role in ‘Bombar- 
dier,” with Pat O’Brien and Ran- 
dolph Scott as male leads. 

Filming starts in July, with Rich- 
ard Wallace directing the Robert 
Fellows production. 





Wilder Doubles Up 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Billy Wilder is assigned to a two- 
way chore as director and scripter 
of ‘Men’s Wear’ at Paramount. 

Half the responsibilities of the 
writing job are shared by his old 
scribbling team-mate, Charles Brac- 
kett. Wilder returned yesterday 
(Mon.) from a Broadway vacation 
before taking up the director task. 


Wage Scales To 
Be Set Wed. (24) 
On SOEG Pact 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Wage scales will be taken up to- 
morrow (Wednesday) in negotiation 
huddles at the Ambassador Hotel 
here between representatives of ma- 
jor distributors and the Screen 
Office Employees Guild. Opening 
discussions Monday were mostly 
concerned with hours and working 
conditions. No preliminary was the 
understanding reached then. 


Understood exchanges are not 
favoring 100% Guild shop. Guild, 
on its part, declined to consider any 
setup differing in major degree 
from its present studio agreement, 
which SOEG is using as a basis for 
negotiations. Guild committee is to 
give its answer tomorrow (Wed.) 
on the Guild‘shop question, with 
SOEG reportedly surprised at the 
Exchange’s stand on this point since 
100% closed shop is practice preva- 
lent in industry. 

Vacations and sick leaves were 
also discussed Monday without ten- 
tative record. SOEG pact calls for 
two weeks vacation and one-week 
sick leave, but Exchanges are now 
understood favoring the matter be 
decided by policy. However, an 
agreement is confidently expected 
on this. 


Following Wednesday’s meeting, 
SOEG plans to get together with Ex- 
changes to check over progress made 
up to that time. Glenn Pratt, busi- 
ness representaive, George E. Bod- 
dle attorney, and Bernard Lusher 
are representing Guild. For the Ex- 
changes: Paul R. Watkins, attorney 
for major exchanges, F. T. Murray, 
Universal branch operations mana- 
ger, Jack McLeod, Metro home 
office executive, Pat Scollard, of 
Paramount, and A. W. Schwalberg, 
Warner’s general manager of ex- 
change operations, 














ASC Group Gets Master Charter 


From IBEW and 


70 Other Lensers 


Bolt IATSE: See Other Crafts In 





Worth More Wet 





Hollywood, June 23. 


Extra bathing, not required 
in the script, cost Warners a lot 
of extra money on the ‘Gentle- 
man Jim’ set where ‘James J. 
Corbett’ and ‘Joe Choynski’ 
were fighting their historic ring 
battle on a barge. Story calls 
for several bit players to be 
knocked off the barge into the 
water during a police raid. 


About 50 extras fell off volun- 
tarily. Note: A dunked extra 
draws more pay. 


NLRB OKAYS SOPEG 
BALLOT AT NSS, N. Y. 


Secret ballot election to determine 
whether the Screen Office & Profes- 
sional Employees Guild, Local 109, 
or a company union shall be au- 
thorized as collective bargaining 
agent for the National Screen Serv- 
ice Corp. of New York City was or- 
dered last week by the National La- 
bor Relations Board. 


Following hearings held at New 
York on June 3, the board found 
an apparent majority of office, cler- 
ical, secretarial and other workers 
in the N. Y. office favoring the 
ClO-affiliated union. The com- 
pany, however has refused to recog- 
nize the union as exclusive repre- 
sentative of its employees without 
certification of the board. Execu- 
tives, officers, lawyers and other su- 
pervisory employees will be barred 
from the balloting. Company union 
bears the same name as the organi- 
zation—National Screen Service 
Corp. 

Negotiations between Warner 
Bros. and SPG have broken down 
despite the intervention of Comm. 
James W. FitzPatrick of the U. 5S. 
Conciliation Service with result the 
matter may, in due course, go before 
the National War Labor Board, ac- 
cording to the £PG. 


Warners, only major film company 
not signatory to the SPG contract. 
has differed with the Guild on vari- 
ous points, mainly the matter of 
severance pay, maintenance of a 
membership shop, the term of con- 
tract and retroactive pay. 














Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Walt Disney planned to make ‘Peter Pan’ as his next feature-length 
film, but ‘it has been shelved for the duration,’ the cartoonist-producer 


stated on the Bing Crosby radio program. 


Disney said his studio was 


making films ‘to help teach students meteorology,’ and that it was also 
turning out ‘secret stuff’ for the government. 
‘The Army and Navy have taken some of our men,’ he declared, ‘and 


these shorts require a lot of our time.’ 


Crosby expressed the hope Dis- 


ney’s version of ‘Bambi’ would be a boxoffice click and that Hitler would 
soon be defeated, in order that Disney could give his full attention to 


regular cartoon features. 


There was a reference to the biffo ‘Donald 
Duck’ short Disney produced for the U. S. Treasury Department. 


The 


defeat-Hitler angle was a perfect cue for Disney to say this would be 


hastened if everyone invested 10% 
and stamps. 


of his income or wages in war bonds 
Crosby joined in with a typically slangy but punchy ex- 
planation of and plug for ‘The 10% Club.’ 


It ended with this neatly- 


phrased line: ‘The funny thing about freedom is that it ain’t free, but 
whatever you pay, it sure is worth it.’ 





In keeping with the patriotic injunction limiting new set material to 
$5,000, Universal’s technicians have built seven layouts for the Chinese 


film, ‘Forever Yours,’ out of the debris of eight old features. 


carpenters, roofers, 


Deftly the 


bricklayers, painters and other artisans turned an 


aircraft hanger into a church and shifted walls, roofs, bricks and lumber 
to make a Chinese village, utilizing old material for 90% of the construc- 


tion. 


Incorporated in the new sets are wood, stone, metals and other in- 


gredients from ‘All Quiet on the Western Front,’ ‘Tower of London,’ 
‘Eagle Squadron,’ ‘Lady In a Jam,’ ‘If I Had My Way,’ ‘It’s a Date,’ ‘Nice 


Girl’ and ‘Two Nice Boys.’ 





Industry observers, discussing the present stockholder suit against Para- 
mount looking to restoration of $100,000 paid to George E. Browne and 
Willie Bioff, are speculating on what wjll happen if the stockholders win. 
So far as can be seen it would amount to only a bookkeeping entry, since 
the Par treasury would have to pay to itself the $100,000 which it orig- 
inally yielded, making it, in effect, a Mexican standoff. 

If ordered to restore the $100,000 by the courts, the directors and of- 
ficials named might have to pay it themselves and then be reimbursed 
by the company, since the latter, under an amendment in the by-laws 
passed at the stockholders’ meeting a week ago, would assume respon- 


sibility. 





Only press agent in the town of Bethel, in western Alaska, is an Eskimo 
kid who strolls along Main street ringing two cowbells to let the natives 


know there is a Hollywood picture on tap for the night. 


These tidings 


were fetched back from the far north by a major studio representative, 
who disclosed that there are 28 film houses operating in that territory, 


many of them in mining camps. 


vv 
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Hollywood, June 23. 

Group of first cameramen were 
granted a master charter in the 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers that will give them 
the power to issue sub-charters to 
the balance of their craft in the 
motion picture industry. This char- 
ter covers the United States, Canada, 
Canal Zone and Hawaii for first 
cameramen, 


This group of cameramen who ob- 
tained the IBEW charter are mem- 
bers of the American Society of 
Cinematographers and they finally 
decided to get this charter because, 
on several occasions, the IATSE re- 
fused them one. So within five days 
time after the IBEW charter was 
issued to the 10 first cameramen, 70 
other cameramen joined the organ- 
ization. They are all men who also 
hold cards in ASC and some who 
hold cards in IATSE Local 659. 


The ASC has been waiting for a 
ruling from the National Labor Re- 
lations Board to issue an order for 
a hearing whereby ASC, which holds 
a contract with the producers that 
has two years to run, would be 
ordered as a sole bargaining agent 
for motion picture cameramen, It is 
expected that orders for this hear- 
ing will be forthcoming shortly from 
Washington. Then when this hear- 
ing is disposed of, and should the 
labor board rule in favor of ASC, 
it is expected that the ASC will be 
merged into IBEW and the scope of 
the organization will reach further 
into the industry, taking other crafts 
affiliated with first cameramen, It is 
believed it will precipitate battle be- 
tween IATSE and IBEW as both are 
Internationals. IBEW has a member- 
ship of 400,000, a number of whom 
are studio workers currently. Efforts 
will be made by the IBEW group, 
following clearing up of the status 
of the local situation, to become 
members of the Conference of Studio 
Unions, headed by Herb Sorrel, for 
the purpose of general coordination 
and _ cooperation in the industry. 





Finney’s New Indie 
Sacramento, June 23. 

Criterion Films, Lid., headed by 
Edward F. Finney, was granted a 
charter with permission to issue 1,- 
000 shares of capital stock of no par 
value. Listed as directors of the 
corporation, in addition to Finney, 
are Frederick Feher and Aaron D. 

Klein. 


Company will make independent 
features, with Finney gs producer 
and Feher as director. 


ha 
Odlum-RKO 
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M. Whitaker and Lunsford P. Yan- 
dell. However, changes in the di- 
rectorate are expected in due course, 
At the meeting last week the by- 
laws of the corporation were 
amended changing the number of, 
directors from 13 to 11, due to 
the passing of W. G. Van Schmus 
and the resignation of Gen. James 
G. Harbord several months ago. 




















Lynch Consulted 


S. A. Lynch, veteran showman 
long in theatre operation and other 
fields, is reported to have been in- 
vited to come into RKO to super- 
vise a reorganization program for 
the company, same as he did for 
Paramount when it was in hank- 
ruptcy. He was in New York last 
week but whether or not he came 
up from Miami, where he lives, to 
discuss the reported RKO overtures 
to him, could not be learned. Nor 
is there any indication whether 
Lynch might be interested in tack- 
ling an RKO reorganization job in 
view of his many varied interests. 

In addition to operating 16 thea- 
tres for Paramount in the Miami 
sector, Lynch owns the Florida East 
Coast railroad, several hotels and a 
vast amount of real estate. 


Lynch started the present partner- 
ship structure of Par. On complet- 
ing his task, regarded in the trade as 
one of the best and swiftest reor- 
ganizations ever undertaken, he as- 
sumed operations of the Par houses 
in Miami and vicinity where he pre- 
viously held hotel and other in- 





terests. 
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: ‘This is one of the ads 
in the new revised .. 
“ad section that’s ready _ 
now on this great — 
Samuel Goldwyn — 
Production of heroism _ 
n the Philippines! — 
These ads launched | 
_ the big engagements _ 

in Pittsburgh and _ 
Bridgeport. You'll — 
want fo use them too 
when you. set your 
early dates on this 
timely, action-packed 
war story! 
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....AT THE GLOBE, BRIDGEPORT, 
_ THE BIGGEST BUSINESS SINCE 1932! 
: Second balcony opened for the first time in 
_ years! $.R.O. all day long! Ticket sales stopped 
_ halfa dozen a on first tegord smashing day} 
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10%, of Cases Under Arbitration 
Seek Decree Relief on Clearance 








Though there are many grounds 
under which exhibitors are per- 
mitted to seek relief under the con- 
sent decree, as much as 70% of the 
complaints brought to arbitration 
during the first year of operation 
were based on clearance, according 
to a report just prepared by the 
American Arbitration Assn. Of the 
168 cases filed the first year of arbi- 
tration, 118 were on clearance, while 
28 appealed for ‘some run,’ four for 
a designated run and 18 under vari- 
ous other sections of the decree. 

However, as the AAA points out 
ii. reviewing the work accomplished 
for exhibitors, it is impossible to state 
the results obtained in the cases 
settled and withdrawn as there is no 
requirem@nt to file such information 
upon the withdrawal of a complaint. 

Observation is made that ‘it would 
seem, however, that an exhibitor 
withdrawing his complaint must 
have made some satisfactory adjust- 
ment of the situation complained of 
and it would, therefore, appear in 
those cases the exhibitor had im- 
proved his business situation.” 

Out of the 168 demands brought 
for arbitration, 120 cases were dis- 
posed of during the first year, 78 
through awards and 42 by settle- 
ment. Awards rendered in favor of 
the exhib number 37, while in 41 
cases the claims were disallowed. 

The AAA cites these figures to ‘in- 
dicate clearly that substantial bene- 
fits have been obtained by success- 
ful exhibitors who have sought arbi- 
tration under the decree and adds 
that ‘Mr. Wright (Robert L. Wright, 
assistant attorney general in charge 
of the motion picture unit) stated 
the American Arbitration Assn. has 
set up and administered the system 
in a manner which the Department 
(D. of J.) regards as eminently sat- 
isfactory.’ 

In a breakdown of the 168 com- 
plaints filed, New York leads with 
31, while Philadelphia is second with 
17 and Chicago third with 12. There 
has not been a single case in Seattle, 
while only one has been brought by 
any exhibitor in the Oklahoma City, 
Omaha and Salt Lake City terri- 
tories. Considering there are over 
16,000 theatres in operation in the 
country, this represents a very small 
number of cases. Only 22 decisions 
have been appealed either by exhibs 
or distributors. 

In an effort to be of service to the 
industry the AAA is making all of 
the first year’s awards available for 
consultation by interested parties in 
each of the 31 tribunals. Copies of 
appeal decisions are also being pro- 
vided. According to the AAA, there 
have been many requests to it for 
decisions reached. 


Starr McLeod’s Star 





Theatre Joins N.S. Co-op 





St. John, N. B., June 23. 
The Star by name and owner at 
Whitney Pier, N. S.. has been added 
to the co-operative group. Starr 
McLeod, for many years owner- 
manager of the Star has sold out 
to a quartet, Archie Mason, owner of 
the Capitol at Springhill, Art Field- 
ing, owner of the Capitols at Digby 
and Bridgewater, Frank Sobey, own- 
er of the Jubilee at Stellarton, and 
Malcolm Walker, owner of the Gaiety 
at Halifax, all in Nova Scotia. All 
four are leaders “in the co-operative 
film renting equipment sales and 
renting, and accessory renting serv- 
ice established in St. John late last 
year. The Star seats 575. There is 
also the Casino, seating 335, at Whit- 
ney Pier, and owned by M. Khattar. 
The Pier is going at top speed, 
industrially, because of a big boom 
in the steel industry, and business 
at both houses has been good. Mason 
is organizer and first president of 
the co-operative and Fielding is 
manager, with base at St. John. 
There are now reported about 17 
houses lined up in the ‘co-op,’ the 
objective of which is to reduce costs 
of film equipment, accessory rentals 
and equipment buying, for inde- 
pendent exhibitors lined up with the 
group. Efforts are being made to 
widen the list of those holding mem- 
‘ship, and this involves personal 
Solicitation at the indie theatres in 
the provinces of New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 


Island, eastern Quebec and New- 
foundland. 


. 





SCHULTZ TAKES OVER 
2 FROM YOUNGCLAUS 


Kansas City, June 23. 

C. C. Schultz of Commonwealth 
Theatres Corp. will take over opera- 
tion of the Sterling and Lyric in Su- 
perior, Neb. This week Schultz com- 
pleted a deal with W. N. Youngclaus, 
Grand Island, Neb., operator, which 
will bring the two houses into the 
Commonwealth fold. New manager 
for the Superior houses will be 
Charles Kirkpatrick, who moves up 
from Garden City, Kans. 
wealth takes over actively July 1. 

Commonwealth this week will 
open the new Victory theatre in 
Eudora, Kans. Eudora is site of new 
$100,000,000 ordnance plant of the 
Hercules Powder Co. on which con- 
struction is now little more than 
started, and population of this little 
town is already quadrupled, origi- 
nally less than 700, and still on the 
increase. 


MAY U/S. TAXES 
HIT $14,506,344 


a 
Washington, June 23. 

Steadily climbing admissions tax 
receipts carried the Government's 
take from amusements to within a 
few bucks of the January peak. The 
May collections by the Treasury 
amounted to $14,506,354. Three of 
the six imposts produced more 
money for the Government in May 
than during the prior month, while 
the take from the 10% boxoffice tap 
soared $1,015,458, the second largest 
climb since the tariff was stiffened 
last October. Admissions take 
brought in $11,803,921, compared 
with $6,055,991 in the same month 
of 1941. The May figure is the fattest 
on record, topping the previous peak 
(December) by almost $400,000. 

During the first five months of this 
year, Government has relieved ticket 
buyers of $54,309,875 compared with 
only $32,776,901 “in the same period 
of 1941. 

Other increased yields were cred- 
ited .to phonograph record and 
musical instrument sales. Impost on 
platters produced $229,413, a rise of 
$86,472 over April, and the levy on 
band instruments brought $338,033, 
up $9,511. 

Sharp drop in radio and phono- 
graph sales was evidenced. Receipts 
from this source were $1,941,756, a 
decline of $171,509 below April and 
the lowest take this year. Slot ma- 
chines yielded $165,919, off $41,807, 
and bowling alleys and pool tables 
$27,312, down $4,409. 


FINAL 1941-42 AUTRY 
SLATED AT REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Gene Autry special, ‘The Bells of 
Capistrano,’ is slated as the final film 
on the 1941-42 production schedule 
at Republic. Cowboy is currently 
winding up ‘Call of the Canyon.’ 

Meanwhile the studio has complet- 
ed ‘Hi Neighbor,’ first production on 
the 1942-43 program, and is shooting 
four more, ‘Ice Capades Revue,’ “The 
Old Homestead,” ‘Sombrero Kid’ and 
‘King of the Royal Mounted Strikes 
Again.’ 

















Gabin in La Salle Biog 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Jean Gabin becomes an explorer 
of colonial America in his next 20th- 
Fox starrer, depicting the adventures 
of Pierre LaSalle in the wilderness 

that is now the Mississippi Valley. 
Film, still untitled, will be pro- 
duced by William Perlberg, with 
George Seaton developing the story. 








Plenty of Pounding 
Hollywood, June 23. 

Bill Elliott, buckaroo at Columbia, 
goes in for a long ride as leading 
ranger in the serial, “Valley of Van- 
ishing Men,’ second of the four 
canyonhangers on the Larry Dar- 
mour program, recently taken over 
by the Ralph Cohn unit. 

Riding starts July 1, with Spencer 
Bennett directing. 


Common-- 













Par Suit 


Continued from page 





victimized and made subject to ex- 
tortion, Keough’s testimony related 
the series of payments made to the 
former labor leaders from May 27, 
1936, to Jan. 29, 1938. 


Establishing what was subse- 
quently affirmed and reiterated by 
following witnesses, Keough em- 
phasized that no one had known of 
the transactions outside of himself. 
Queried on his motivation, Keough 
stated that he took the only means 
open to save the company, then in 
precarious financial straits and 
threatened bankruptcy, from com- 
plete ruination by ‘powerful and 
desperate characters.’ 

Ending his examination with 
Keough at the outset on Thursday, 
Talley then called Adolph Zukor 
and later Stanton Griffis, chairman 
of Paramount’s executive commit- 
tee, both reiterating their complete 
faith in Keough’s actions and judg- 
ment. Witnesses affirmed, as did 
all the others, that first information 
of the payments came to them after 
the indictment of Browne and Bioff 
was made public. In answering a 
request for an opinion of Keough as 
secretly withholding transactions 
with corporation funds; Griffis 
stated, ‘It made me exceptionally 
proud that he was my friend. Had 
it not been for him, there would be 
no Paramount stockholders today.’ 

Following witnesses, testifying 
similarly, were John Edward Otter- 
son, George J. Schaefer, Barney 
Balaban and Edwin L. Weisl, Fred 
Mohrhardt, Niel Agnew, John W. 
Hicks, Jr., Norman Collyer, Walter 
Cokell, and Frank Meyer. Claim- 
ing ignorance of Keough’s dealings 
with Browne and Bioff until their 
published indictment, each of them 
stressed an indorsement of Keough 
in his actions. 


Par execs, Mohrhardt, comptrol- 
ler, and Agnew, in charge of disiri- 
bution, offered statistical figures in 
their testimonies Monday (22) with 
a view to impressing the insignifi- 
cant amount paid to Bioff and 
Browne compared to the disastrous 
consequences of facing the threat- 
ened strike. Mohrhardt quoted the 
annual charges of Paramount thea- 
tres as $17,000,000 and estimated the 
mated the theatr:s’ annual payroll 
as $15,000,000. Agnew _ claimed 
Paramount had dealt with 12,000 ac- 
counts with a weckly income of 
$600,000. He said the distribution 
dept. payroll was $2,280,000. 


306 and Empire Union 
Discussmg Merger 
With Aid of SLRB 


For years looking like a conquest 
in drearns only, it now appears that 
the scrap between Local 306, Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of New 
York, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, and the Em- 
pire State Operators, chartered by 
New York State, to end the reign of 
the latter, may reach a settlement. 
Negotiations between 306 and Em- 
pire have been quietly inaugurated 
under the supervision of Father 
Boland of the State Labor Relations 
Board, with a meeting scheduled for 
today (24) to go further into the 
matter in the hopes of attaining an 
amicable agreement and ending the | 
rivalry of the two projectionist or- 








ganizations, 

For a long time, during the pres- 
ent Herman Gelber administration 
in Loca] 306 and over a period of 
years when his predecessor, Joe 
Basson, was in office, many efforts 
were made to effect a merger be- 


tween 306 and Empire, without 
avail. From time to time, the 
unions have’ cross-picketed each 
other. 


theatres in the 
employ Empire 


Approximately 75 
Greater N. Y. area 
men, the backbone of its strength 
being the Century circuit. While 
Emp numbers only around 230 mem- 
bers, its importance lies in the fact 
that the men are in the booths of 
the Century chain and scattered 
other houses which are paying less 
to Empire men than they would to 
306. Latter union has 2,200 mem- 
bers, many of them unemployed 

In the negotiations just begun be- 
fore Father Boland, 306 is repre- 


New Tax Bill Aiming at Pix Agam; 
Also 2d Class Mail and 4c Postage, 


But Not Considered Too Seriously 





Washington, June 23. 

When the new tax bill is completed 
by the Ways and Means committee of 
the House, and sent to the Senate for 
consideration, an attempt will be 
made to hoist the tax on theatre ad- 
missions. 

Some of the isolationist bioc in the 
upper chamber, bitter on the news- 
papers, will fight for the abolition of 
the second class mailing privilege, a 
4c postal rate, and an increase in 


Uncle Sam’s take at the theatre box- 
office. 

Publishers, well fortified, will fight 
what"the Postoffice Dept. regards as 
a subsidy to periodicals and the 
press. Government contends it sub- 
sidizes one national magazine issued 
weekly to the extent of $85,000 per 
year in below cost mailing rates. 
Press is well prepared to fight the 
plan to end second-class mailing 
privileges, and the fact that 1942 is 
an election year is credited with be- 
ing a strong enough argument to 
block the 4c postage stamp idea. 

Theatres will have to fight, but 
they enter the arena better prepared 
to hold existing levels than ever be- 
fore. Wendell Willkie demonstrat- 
ed last fall that when the motion 
picture industry really buckles on 
its armor it can put on a battle that 
impresses Congress. Since then the 
industry’s public relations set-up has 
been bolstered and individual pro- 
ducing companies have disregarded 
Hays office leadership to set up their 
own legislative personnel. The ar- 
guments are ready to prove that any 
increase in the admission taxes 
would be confiscatory, would drive 
patrons in the lower wage brackets 
and children out of the theatres, 
would defeat the very purpose of 
the new tax bill, i.e., raising addi- 
tional revenue. 

There is a strong anti-film bloc in 
the Senate. It comprises those who 
contended that Hollywood worked 
hand in hand with the New Deal in 
circulating interventionist propa- 
ganda via the screen, some of the 
original advocates of Neeley bill, 
and a group that is against Holly- 





wood on general principles. They 
will be fortified with statistics show- 
ing *hat mediocrity is recompensed 
in Hollywood with fabulous salaries, 
that profits are in many cases fan- 
tastic, and that the boxoffice could 
readily absorb increased taxes with- 
out passing them on to the paying 
public. 

Industry, on the other hand, has 
good friends in high places and the 
friendship of the New Deal. Major- 
ity leader Barkeley of the Senate 
and Senator Connolly are among 
those mentioned as likely to fight the 
plan to hobble the amusement in- 
dustry with more restrictive taxes. 


FEED, FETE AND GIFT 
METRO’S BILL FADIMAN 


William J. Fadiman leaves New 
York for the Coast today (Wednes- 
day) to take up his new duties as 
assistant to Kenneth MacKenna, chief 
of the story and writers department 
at Metro. Fadiman was feted Mon- 
day (22) by other story editors, va- 
rious literary agents and others who 
worked with him during his tenure 
as Metro’s eastern story editor. They 
presented him with two traveling 
bags. 

Metro v.p. J. Robert Rubin, in ade 
dition to offering a eulogy of Fadi- 
man at-the farewell luncheon, took 
the occasion to introduce his suc- 
cessor, Olin Clark, former associate 
editor of Liberty. 


Doughboy’ Goes Melodic 


Hollywood, June 23. 

‘Johnny Doughboy,’ originally 
Slated as the title for the next Jane 
Withers starrer at Republic, has 
been switched to a musical for Ruth 
Terry. 

Withers play, now being scripted 
by Frederick Kohner, will be given 
another title. John H. Auer is pro- 
ducing and directing both films. 
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Warner Bros. Hit 
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JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros, Success 
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Another 20th Century-Fox Triumph 
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Tyrone POWER: Joan FONTAINE 


“THIS ABOVE ALL" 


A 20th Century-Fox Triumph 
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ney, while Empire is represented by 
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Watch Thurman Arnold Discussicns 


On A.P. Denial of 





Chicago Sun; See 


Possible Influence on Radio Also 


—_— -—--— 


Various broadcasters are watching 
with much interest the discussions 
now going on between the girec- 
torate of the Associated Press and 
Thurman Arnold, assistant U. S. at- 
torney general in charge of- the 
anti-trust division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice. These broadcasters 
are wondering what fuiure bearing 
Arnold’s legalistic moves in the AP 
might have on network operations 
with regard to exclusive station-af- 
filiate contracts. 

It is understood that the Depart- 
ment of Justice is seeking to com- 
pel the AP to revise its membership 
so that any newspaper financially 
capable of performing a contract 
would be entitled to the AP service. 
Concord on that thesis would elimi- 
nate the AP policy of granting fran- 
chises or membership on the basis 
of a vote by the membership. The 
incident which aggravated the De- 
partment of Justice’s interest in this 
feature of the AP’s mode of opera- 
tion occurred at the last convention 
of the news association. With Arch 
Ward, sports editor of the Chicago 
Tribune, leading the opposition, the 
AP members voted down the bid of 
the Chicago Sun (Marshall Field) 
for the AP’s afternoon service. 

The speculation within broad- 
easters ranks is whether Arnold will, 
after he has disposed of the AP | 
situation, attempt to extend a like 
theory to network and loval station 
relations. Whether he will advance 
the contention that the networks, 
functioning as public utilities, must | 
abrogate their exclusive relations | 
with a particular station in a com-| 
munity and make their services | 
available to others in the same com- 
munity who want the programs and 
can fulfill the necessary require- 
ments, as provided for in the radio | 
law and FCC regulations. 


FIVE GAGMEN BACKING 
TOMMY RIGGS’ SHOW 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Five writers are assigned to turn 
out gags for Tommy Riggs and his 
imaginary partner, Betty Lou, who 
will replace the Burns & Allen pro- 
a for the summer, starting July | 














Scribes are Sam Perrin, Jack} 
Douglas, Bill Danch, George Balzer | 
and Al Lewin. Also on the program | 
are Jimmy Cash and Felix Mills’ 
orchestra. 





WRITERS IN PARTNERSHIP | 


Peter Lyon, Bob Richards, Bob Tall- 
man Merge Talents 








Peter Lyon, Robert Richards and 
Robert Tallman, all three free-lance 
writers, have formed their own 
package production firm, Playwright 
Producers, and are dickering with a 
prospective client for a weekly half- 
hour dramatic series. The show, 
titled ‘For Us the Living,’ is a semi- 
patriotic stanza suitable for guest 
star appearances. 


| block of four on NBC-Red. 





Muster 500 Hogans 


Chicago, June 23. 
WGN. premiered its new pro- 
gram ‘Chateau Hogan’ Wednes- 
day (17) with a Mutual network 
feed attended by 500 local Ho- 
gans, invited for the occasion. 
New show will have a weekly 
airng over MBS and WGN for 
summer season. Time is 9:30 
p.m. CWT Wednesdays. 


GENERAL MILLS 
DEEPER INTO 
RADIO 


General Mills is expected to de- 
cide momentarily about the purchase 
of a new daytime program to go 
into its morning block of shows on 














CBS. Product will probably be 
Cheerioats and _  Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, Chicago, the agency. 


However, if some other brand gets 
the series it may go to the Knox 
Reeves agency. 


Addition of a fourth show will 
give the milling account a full hour 
in the morning and, with Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet dropping ‘Step- 
mother’ (at 10:30-10:45 a.m.) and 
‘Woman of Courage’ (at 10:45-11 
a.m.), will probably involve a minor 
realignment in the CBS morning 
schedule. GM is expected to give up 
its present 9:45-10 a.m. spot now 
occupied on different days by ‘Har- 
vey and Dell’ and ‘Thus We Live.’ 


By taking over the vacated 10:30- 
10:45 and 10:45-11 am. spots, it 
would thus have a solid hour block 
10-11 am. Shows filling that period 
would probably be the present morn- 
ing trio, ‘Valiant Lady,’ ‘Storiés 
America Loves’ and the ‘Harvey and 
Dell’ and ‘Thus We Live’ combina- 
tion, plus the new one. However, 
the account might elect to inter- 
change some of the above programs 
with ones from its afternoon hour 
Latter 
are ‘Light of the World,’ the forth- 
coming ‘Lonely Women,’ ‘Guiding 
Light’ and ‘Hymns of All Churches.’ 

For more than a year General 
Mills has been working to expand 
its daytime schedule to two full 
hours, one on CBS and the other on 
NBC. Cancellation of the two morn- 
ing shows by C-P-P- gives GM its 
hoped-for chance for a full-hour on 
CBS and purchase of the new serial 
will thus complete the plan. 





PEPSI-COLA GOES LATIN 


U. S. One-Minute Recordings for 
Central, Southern Markets 








Pepsi-Cola is extending its radio 
campaign of one-minute musical 
blurbs to the Central and South 





Lyon now scripts ‘Board of Miss- 
ing Heirs’ for Sterling Products 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan), while Richards 


and Tallman do free-lance assign- | 
ments for ‘Cavalcade of America’ for | 


Broadcasting Magazine Denounced 
By Office of War Information 


Du Pont (B.B.D.&0.). All three 
formerly wrote for the original 
‘March of Time’ series. They plan 


to continue their present free-lance 
writing assignments when and if 
they sell ‘For Us the Living.’ 

They will produce-direct the 
series themselves. 





Martin Block Gets Busier 


Martin Block takes over the m.c. 
job on the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
July 11. MRecord-spinner is cur- 
rently doing the commercials only 
on the Saturday evening program, 
as well as handling them on Kay 
Kyser’s Wednesday broadcast for 
Luckies. 

Block, who does the Make-Be- 
lieve-Ballroom record program on 
WNEW, N. Y., also does the com- 
mercials on the ‘Pepper Young’ 
broadcast for Procter & Gamble, on 
NBC daily, and will do them for 
the same show when it begins a 
daily repeat performance on CBS 
June 29. 


eS a i aL eR et nan eRe 


American markets. 

The recordings are being made in 
| the United States, 
| 


Reber Reports Observers 
In Washington Favor 
Crosby-Like War Points 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Washington observers favor Bing 
Crosby’s Kraft Music Hall program 
as an ideal example of what radio 
can do in aiding the war effort, ac- 
cording to John U. Reber, v-p in 
charge of radio for the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, who is visiting 
Hollywood this week on general 
gander of JWT’s local radio setup. 
In the opitiion of Washington offi- 
cials, said Reber, the Crosby pro- 
gram ranks first in an over-all ap- 
praisal of all media fostering the 
Government’s vital war messages. 

He opined that messages hold 
more weight when not slugged out 
as such but, rather, astutely worked 
into the continuity. Announcements 
remain as such, normally resented 
and leaving audiences unsold, unless 
they are presented in such a manner 
that listeners are kept reminded of 
the war effort without having it 
forced upon them with a push rather 
than the potency of careful story 
weaving. It’s the policy of the 
agency to handle all messages in 
that way, stated Reber. 








(The Bing Crosby program was 
one of 15 advertising-supported pro- 
grams awarded Scrolls of Honor last 
week by ‘Variety’ at the conclusion 
of ‘Variety’s’ special wartime radio 
showmanship survey of war mes- 
sage-carrying commercials—Ed.) 


EDNA MAE OLIVER GETS 
SPOT AS BENNY LOLLS 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Contracts were finally signed 
Friday for the new radio comedy- 
drama, ‘Private Life of Josephine 
Tuttle,’ in which Edna Mae Oliver 
stars for Rinso, Lever Bros. product. 








Show moves into the Jack Benny’ 


spot, starting July 5 for 13 weeks, 
and originates from here for the East 
at 4:00 p.m. on Sundays. Coast re- 
peat is heard at 8:30 p.m. 

Havirig waited in Hollywood for 
conclusion of the deal, Pete Barnum, 
supervisor of radio production for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, left Saturday (20) 
after signing Miss Oliver, Lillian 
Randolph, and Leith Stevens who 
will direct the music. Martin Gosch 
and Howard Harris are writing the 
script ynd Murray Bolen will pro- 
duce. 

The Benny spot is currently occu- 
pied by ‘Victory Parade’ but latter 
will be moved to the ‘Great Gilder- 
sleeve’ groove, a half hour earlier, 
with the summer layoff of the latter. 





Bob Hawk to M.C. Camel 


Event in Cleveland Arena 


Cleveland, June 23. 

Camel is importing Bob Hawk to 
m.c. the ‘Caravan’ show which will 
be staged at the Arena Saturday 
(27) .with the co-operation of the 
local American Legion. The pro- 
ceeds will be used to buy smokes 
for all Cuyahoga County’s men in 
the service, both in the U. S. and 
overseas, for six months. Also for 
Cleveland inductees and USO sta- 
tions in this territory. 

Herb Miller’s orchestra will fur- 
nish the music. The unit for the 
occasion will consist of Dolly Dear- 
man, dancer, Kay Carlisle, Golden 
West Cowboys, San Antonio Rose, 
Camelette Trio, Fiddling Red, Pee- 





Wee King and Minnie Pearl. 








Washington, June 23. 
‘Broadcasting’ magazine has been 
denounced by the brand-new Office 
of War Information, Elmer Davis, 
director, for use of a secret Govern- 
ment document. Official statement 
from the War Information Office as 
released June 22 reads as follows: 
PRESS RELEASE 
In today’s (June 22) issue of 
the radio trade magazine ‘Broad- 
casting’ appears an article in 
which are reproduced portions 
of the report of a survey made 
by the Intelligence Bureau of the 
Office of Facts and Figures, now 
part of the Office of War Infor- 
mation. This report, which deals 
with ‘American Attitudes 
Toward War News,’ is a secret 








document of the United States 
Government and is plainly so 
designated. It is clear that the 
document could have been ob- 
tained only in an improper, and 
possibly illegal, manner. Publi- 
cation of excerpts from the doc- 
ument was without authorization 
from the Office of Facts and 
Figures or the Office of War In- 
formation, which alone could 
give authorization. The fact that 
the document was quoted only in 
part, and the further fact that 
extracts were selected with the 
apparent purpose of serving the 
magazine’s self-interest result in 
giving an incomplete and mis- 





leading picture of the contents of 
the report, 


Curtailment of Electricity to Stations — 
Seen by Broadcasters as Most 


Frightening Form of Censorship - 





Fake Radio Heroics 


Fiction writers for radio who 
want to utilize the melodra- 
matic undercover ‘freedom sta- 
tions’ are learning that the Gov- 
ernment counsels against such 
glorification. 

It seems too many of the free- 
dom stations are fakes set up 
by the enemy to increase con- 
fusion, if possible. 


$1,200,000 FORD 
CONTRACT TO 
BLUE 


Ford Motor Co. has given the Blue 
Network an order for seven quar- 
ter-hours a week starting in July, 
but the exact date won’t be set 
until the account has untangled it- 
self from a commentator situation. 
The report around is that it gave its 
original choice a contract and later 
changed its mind. On a 52-week 
basis the contract. for time alone 
would amount to $1,200,000. The 
period is 8-8:15 p.m., and Maxon, 
the agency. Two reported candi- 
dates for the commentator spot are 
Earl Godwin and Morgan Beatty. 

Bidding for the business has been 
bitter among the four national net- 
works, with the Blue doing a 
burnup when it heard that a CBS 
sales exec had wired Detroit urging 
the account not to buy elsewhere 
even if it couldn’t get the time it 
wanted cn CBS, but to wait untii 
such time became availaile om Co- 
lumbia. 


PEARCE-CAMELS PART; 
AGENT QUERIES FOOD 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Camel cigarets burns out its Al 
Pearce series with the broadcast of 
July 2, leaving Pearce with two 
more programs before being re- 
placed by Bob Hawk’s ‘How Am I 
Doin?’ Deal for Pearce to emcee 
the tobacco firm’s hour variety show 
from New York also went by the 
board, 

It’s understood that Pearce’s 
agents are talking a fall deal with a 
food account. Meanwhile, Marvin 
Fisher and Stanley Davis have been 
assigned to write an act for the 
Pearce radio gang for a summer 
theatre tour. 


WRITERS, DIRECTORS MEET 


They See Pretty Much Eye-to-Eye 
On Mutual Problems and War 





























Officials of the Radio Directors 
Guild and the Radio Writers Guild | 
have reached a broad agreement of | 
cooperation. Leaders of the two/| 
groups met last week and discussed | 
mutual problems and aims. Although | 
n) specific working pact was set, the 
discussion was entirely in accord on | 
general matters. Another session is | 
tentatively slated for Friday (26). | 

Besides the organizational topics | 
discussed, the director and writer | 
officials also talked about plans for | 
collaboration on war programs. 
Further confabs will be held on this 
matter, also. 


B.B.D.&O. Man Inducted 


Kirkland Alexander, of the 
B.B.D.&O. production staff, was in- 
ducted into the Army last week. He 
was the contact on ‘Bright Horizon,’ 
Lever Bros. serial which the agency 
shares with Young & Rubicam. His 
wife is a model. 

(Not to be confused with Alex- 
ander Kirkland, radio actor and legit 
} actor-producer. ) 








Lowman May Join Up 
Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p., was 
in Washington at press time yester- 
day (Tuesday) conferring with 
authorities. 
He may wind up as an officer in 











the army. 


Washington, June 23. 
Danger that broadcasting stations 
in areas dependent upon hydro- 


‘jelectric energy may be forced to 


curtaii operations this summer and 
fall seemed more imminent last 
week when the War Production 
Board told the National Association 
of Broadcasters that ‘non-essential’ 
radio operations cannot be given 
special consideration if power ra- 
tioning becomes necessary. Federal 
authorities fear the low-water sea- 
son will compel sharp restrictions 
on many consumers, especially in 
the Southeast, upper New York 
State, and parts of the Far West. 
Emphasizing that no curtailment 
has been ordered yet, J. A. Krug, 
chief of the W.P.B. Power Branch, 
said it is not contemplated that 
power deliveries will be eliminated 
entirely to any users but in case of 
shortages only the most essential 
consumers will get preference. He 
asked station owners to cooperate in 
seeing that plants turning out war 
supplies get all the juice needed. 
The reply to the N.A.B. protest 
raised the spectre of an entirely 
new type of government checking 
on the broadcasting industry. Never 
before has any Federal authority 
undertaken to specify what pro- 
grams or stations are ‘essential’ or 
even hint that anything short of a 
military emergency — either an 
enemy attack or undeniable Army 
or Navy need for a frequency or a 
plant— would result in telling an 
operator to shorten his schedule or 
go off the air because he is ‘unnec- 
essary.’ While the WPB undoubt- 
edly will consult with ‘the FCC and 
the D.C.B., the emergency agency 


‘in actuality would exercise unpre- 


cedented censorship powers. 
Radio’s Part In War Effort 

‘To the extent that radio broad- 
casting forms an integral part of the 
war effort or essential civilian ac- 
tivities, our regional curtailment 
schedules will permit continued de- 
liveries of power to radio stations,’ 
Krug told the trade body. ‘Where, 
however, the broadcasting is of a 
non-essential nature, there seems no 
less reason to curtail such broad- 
casting than to curtail the activities 
of other information and advertising 
media. 

‘When curtailment appears neces- 
sary in any particular area, we 
would expect to consult with the 
War Production Board Communica- 
tions Branch and other agencies 
concerned with radio as well as with 
the stations themselves as to any 
special problems which should be 
taken into account with regard to 
broadcasting in the affected section. 

‘Complete public cooperation is 
necessary to assure the success of 
any curtailment program and the 
radio industry can be of the great- 
est usefulness in gaining popular 
support for power conservation pro- 
grams in shortage areas. We trust 
that, we will be able to count on the 
assistance of broadcasters in helping 
to make the maximum supply of 
power available for the use of war 
producers.’ 

Krug specifically suggested the 
possibility stations in shortage areas 
may be required to operate fewer 
hours. Total consumption may have 
to be reduced by fixed percentages, 
‘which could ordinarily be achieved 
by decreasing the hours of radio sta- 
tion operation,’ he noted. 


ASTAIRE, HAYWORTH, 
JEPSON FOR COCA-COLA 


Fred Astaire and Rita Hayworth 
will guest on the Coca-Cola show 
July 13, when the Jerome Kern 








|score for their forthcoming Colum- 


bia picture will be performed pub- 
licly for the first time. Selections 
from the Kern score will be sung 
by Kenny Baker, also guesting on 
the program. 

Helen Jepson will guest on the 
series next Sunday (28). Frank 
Parker will get the call the follow- 
ing week, July 5, featuring ‘Song of 
the Free,’ new selection with score 
by Kurt Weill and lyrics by Archi- 
bald MacLeish. 

George Zachary directs the pro- 
gram and George Faulkner writes 
the continuity. D’Arcy is the agency. 





Eddie Anderson (Jack Benny’s 
‘Rochester’) will guest on Eddie 
Cantor’s show over NBC June 24. 


| 





ee 








i 
| 
’ 
' 
i 
} 
| 
4 
+ 








ns 
O- 
to 
1d 


m 
on 
il’ 


yn 
al 
A= 
ns 
in 


nt 
g, 
h, 
at 
‘d 
of 
al 


in 
ur 


TS3R< & 


Seri nmPrpPee Ser 


w~ VS ww Btw Yt 


“es Pevs weeps *s § Ww rRW « 


“ 


| = Ee we 


oe eC we 





=~. 











| 
' 
i 
| 
4 
& 


Wednesday, June 24, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 29 





A WEBS IN M 








Radio Directing Is Sideline? 





Radio directors are the drudges 


of the industry. Take it frofm Ed 


Cashman, Lord & Thomas director on the Kay Kyser program for 


Lucky Strike. 


Says Cashman, he’s become hardened to being stooge 


and errand boy for Kyser and the show. But last week he also found 


himself working as laundry man. 


limit. 


and porter, He thinks that’s the 


In addition to its regular NBC broadcasts for the cigaret account, 
the Kyser band has recently been playing one-nighters at Army and 


Navy training centers. 
Cashman tottered into his room at 


One night last week a thoroughly weary 


the Lexington hotel, N. Y., only to 


find it piled almost to the ceiling with 23 bundles of laundry. 
Not quite too tired to be angry, Cashman climbed over the pack- 


ages to the phone and protested to the hotel management, 


He was 


informed that the laundry was for the members of the band, had been 


delivered to his room on Kyser’s 


instructions. ‘You are to take it 


with you tomorrow when you go to Quantico, Va., to meet the band 
at the Marine base there,’ said the desk clerk. When Cashman in- 
quired how he could possibly handle such a load the clerk replied, 
‘Mr. Kyser didn’t leave any instructions about that.’ 











Raymond Paige's ‘Acrobats Music 
Backs Fleischmann Vaudeville 
With O'Keefe and Headlines 





Standard B-ands will use stand- 
ard acts for its new Walter O’Keefe- 
Raymond Paige radio vaudeville 
show. The vaudeville note will be 
stressed throghout, partly as a 
formula for the presentation of 
changing tuzns each Sunday 
night, partly in the hope of 
hitching to the current publicity of 
vaudeville’s comeback. 

Although the first broadcast will 
include items out of Irving Berlin’s 
‘This is The Army’ (thereby show- 
ing vaudeville-like violation of set 
patterns) succeeding programs ex- 
pect to have headliners such as 
Jimmy Durante, Rochester, Alec 
Templeton, Hazel Scott, Clyde 
Hager, Radio Rogues. The second 
broadcast is about set to include 
Bert Lahr, Larry Adler, Andrews 
Sisters and Johnny Burke. 

One novel aspect of the series is 
Raymond Paige, recently identified 
witht big orchestras, revealing his 
professional versatility by going 
back to a vauceville-size and vaude- 
ville-like orchestra of 18. Not gen- 
erally known is that Paige, primar- 
ily associated with Philharmonic 
and deluxe combinations, was in his 
student days a trench fiddler at the 
old Golden Gate Theatre, San Fran- 
cisco, the Orpheum circuit’s pop 
house in that city. Paige will lend 
a nostalgic overtone to the varieties 
aspect of the new ‘leischmann’s 
Yeast frolic by revivin; the kind of 
tunes magic acts and acrobats in 
Particular used to dote upon. 


Godfrey Slice Sold 


Noxon Metal Polish, via Ray 
Spector agency, is taking a five-min- 
ute slice of Arthur Godfrey starting 
July 10. -At 7:40 a.m. daily. 

: On WABC, N. Y., but from Wash- 
ington. 














| Temporary Talent Scarcity 
At San Quentin Overcome 
By New Matriculations 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Don Lee network’s ‘San Quentin 
on the Air,’ resumes July 8 after a 
layoff of several weeks, due to the 
‘absence’ of talent. Expiration of 
terms of participating inmates 
caused the shutdown. But, with the 
arrival of fresh performing inmates, 
the show will take the air again 

Wednesdays from 8:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
The programs are made up of or- 
chestra, vocalists and singing groups, 
in addition to interviews with de- 
partment heads on the rehabilitation 
of prisoners, and various social re- 
forms practiced. Ted Stanich, non- 
inmate, supervises as head of the 
music department. Rolph Burr, 
former m.c., and now on the regu- 
lar announcing staff of KFRC, in 
San Francisco, originating station, 

will be replaced as show fronter. 


BERNIE-WRIGLEY SHOW 
REPEATS OVER WIND 


Chicago, June 23. 

Ben Bernie’s new Wrigley show on 
CBS via WBBM at 4:45 p.m. (Chi- 
cago time) daily Monday through 
Friday has been signed for a night 
repeat on Ralph Atlass’ WIND. 

Program will air at 8:05 CWT over 
WIND, with same talent line-up as 
afternoon series. 














Fred Astaire, who stars with Bing 
Crosby in ‘Holiday Inn,’ will be a 
guest on the Kraft Music Hall, NBC, 
June 25. 








Exceptional Terms For A Writer 


Katharine Seymour Back on ‘Light of the World’ 
at 100% Increase in Salary 





K.tharine Seymour, who, until a 
few months ago adapted the ‘Light 
of the World’ serial for General 
Mills, has been hired back on the 
show by Transamerican, the pack- 
age producers. Understood she’s 
Setting virtually everything she de- 
manded before and for which she 
quit the assignment. Besides an ap- 
proximately 100% pay increase, she 
now has subsidiary rights and re- 
broadcast rights. Her first scripts 
will be heard July 13. 

Under the new setup, Miss Sey- 
mour will report on script matters 
directly to Max Wiley, script editor 
of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chi- 
cago, the agency on the show. She 
formerly dealt with Don Becker, 


script and production supervisor of 
Transamerican, who has been writ- 
ing the series much of the time since 
she dropped it. Whether Miss Sey- 
mour gets air credit as scripter, a 
matter between the sponsor and her, 
is unknown. 

Until September, at least, Miss 
Seymour will also continue writing 
‘Thus We Live,’ three-weekly series 
bankrolled by General Mills for 
the Red Cross. Because of the 
amount of research on both series, 
her sister, Adele Seymour, will work 
with her on them. It’s her first ra- 
dio scripting assignment. B. B. D. 
& O. is the agency on ‘Thus We 
Live,’ which is on CBS, ‘Light of 
the World’ is on NBC, 
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NETWORK PAGE 7% 
ABOVE WAY, 1941 


Mutual Volume at $750,000 
Around 49% Over Year 
Before—Blue Spurt of 
26% for $1,190,000 Month 


ed 


CBS TOPS NBC 








The four national networks came 
through the month of May with a 
general increase of 7% in billings 


over the like month of 1941. Mutual 
showed the biggest margin, namely, 
49%. The Blue Network was next 
with a plus 26%. NBC was up 7%, 
while Columbia slid off 3%. 
Comparing the first five months of 
this year with the parallel period of 
1941, the four webs’ joint revenue 
is up 11%. The accumulative gross 
for the foursome this year is $48,- 
500,000. For the initial January- 
May period of 1941 it was $43,600,000. 
On the first five months of 1942 Mu- 
tual is up, 91%; the Blue, 20%; NBC, 
8%, and CBS, 2%. ‘The magazine 
field’s revenue for the same period 
is 8% off, while for May, °42, alone 
the decrease in advertising income 
for magazines figured 17%. The drop 
in national newspaper lineage as 
compared to May, *41, was 10%. 
Comparative network Revenue for 
Month of May 
(Estimates) 
1942 * 
eeeee $1,190,000 $945,000 


1941 % 


Blue +26 





CBS ..... 3,680,000 3,800,000 — 3 
Mutual ... 750,000 500,000 +49 
NBC ..... 3,570,000 3,350,000 + 7 

$9,190,000 $8,595,000 + 7 





Radio Ed Paul Kennedy 
Quits Cincy Post For 
Rockefeller Committee 





Cincinnati, June 23. 

Paul Kennedy, radio editor of the 
Post, Scripps-Howard sheet, since 
1935, has resigned to start July 1 
with the Office of Co-ordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs (Rockefeller 
Committee). 

He will be tendered a farewell 
dinner Thursday (25) in the Variety 
Club, Netherland Plaza, by local 
newspaper and radio folks, Joe 
Kolling, of ‘Variety,’ will be toast- 
master. 


ANTHEM ON MEXICAN 
STATIONS AT 10 AM. 


Mexico City, June 23, 


Singing of the~ Mexican National 
Hymn at 10 a.m. daily at all radio 
stations and in public offices and 
schools throughout the Republic and 
playing and singing this anthem at 
the start and finish of performances 
of every theatre and cinema in the 
country will become obligatory if 
the government approves the meas- 
ure fathered by Antonio Villalobos, 
executive president of the Party of 








ithe Mexican Revolution. 


The government is expected to ap- 
prove. 





Swing Clarifies 


Wasnington, D. C. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I wish you would publish my as- 
surance that I had not been dissat- 
isfied with the General Cigar Com- 
pany as sponsor. My only reason for 
changing from Mutual to NBC is 
that I hoped to gain a larger audi- 
ence. If my sponsor had been in 
the financial sition to buy more 
time over N I should have been 
happy to continue with him. Since 
he is not, I theught it advisable to 
decline the generous contract he of- 
fered me. 








Raymond Gram Swing. 








No Amount of Explaining Prevents 
Worcester Radio Audience From 





Hooper’s First 15 


(June 15) 
Vo eg ae eee Ore 
Fibber McGee......... Sosew Sew 
Charlie McCarthy....... see 25.0 
‘The Aldrich Family’....... 24.1 
Lux Radio Theatre......... 23.4 
Walter Winchell............ 22.6 
Fanny Brice-Frank Morgan. 21.0 
‘Mr. District Attorney’...... 19.9 
a ae & eee ee 18.0 
ee ae err 17.0 
ree 16.8 
"Ue OP MED 6 6 beck cceves 16.5 
a a” A ae 16.3 
‘Take It Or Leave It’....... 16.1 


Fitch Bandwagon .......... 15.1 





Clark Candy Soldier Camp 
Visits Resuming; This 
Time on Mutual Network 


Chicago, June 23. 

‘Service With a Smile,’ the original 
Arnty-Navy radio show which had 
a 26-week run on the Blue Network 
for Clark Candy Bars, returns to the 
air next week. Program will air this 
time over a coast-to-coast Mutual 
network. Show to tee off June 29, 
for an indefinite run. Tentative 
plans call for the show to hit the 
air at 8:30 p.m., CWT, from either 
Great Lakes or Norfolk Navy Yard. 

Final arrangements are being 
made by Hal R. Makelim, who has 
the. rights to the show, and Fred 
Weber, Mutual executive. Makelim 
returned to Chicago with complete 
plans for the program’s return as a 











sustainer, but sponsorship of the 
show is expected within a few 
weeks. 


Talent line-up for program is be- 
ing set in Chicago. 


LINDLEY, CRAWFORD TO BBC 


Take Over Alternate Saturdays of 
Elmer Davis 











Ernest K. Lindley and Kenneth 
Crawford are alternately doing the 
odd-Saturday news comment pro- 
gram formerly done by Elmer Davis 
for British Broadcasting Corp. Series 
is shortwaved to London and re- 
broadcast there by recording. Lind- 
ley is regularly heard in the U. S. 
on WJZ-Blue. Crawford is the head 
of the Washington bureau of the 
newspaper PM. 

Raymond Gram Swing continues 
the alternate Saturdays of the series. 
Pickups are handled by William 
Newton, of the BBC office in New 
York. 





Keyes Perrin, announcer at WTIC, 
Hartford, has resigned to become a 
mikeman-producer at WOR, New 
York. 


Getting Upset 





Over Fake Air Raid 


Worcester, Mass., June 23. 
A reasonable facsimile of the his- 
toric Orson Welles’ ‘Invasion From 
Mars’ episode occurred here last 
week as a result of a special events 


broadcast by WTAG describing <a 
simulated air attack on city. As in 
the ‘Mars’ case, station’s switchboard 
was flooded with calls from persons 
who believed a raid was actually 
in progress—despite repeated warn- 
ings the program was fictitious. 

Arranged by Announcer Barry 
Barents and staged by a crew of air 
raid wardens and a mobile medical 
unit, demonstration was held to de- 
scribe actual workout of all units 
of an ARP division should a sky at- 
tack take place. 

Account of the test included the 
‘explosion’ of a delayed-action bomb 
at a Worcester intersection, the ar- 
rival of a medical unit and setting- 
up of an emergency first aid station 
with the subsequent care of the 
‘wounded,’ removal of ‘casualties’ 
from buildings, ‘extinguishing’ of 
fires and ‘demolition’ work by ARP 
crews. : 

Simulated raid was witnessed by 
hundreds of passers-by and recorded 
for rebroadcast at late hours. That’s 
when the jam started. Phone in- 
quiries included requests for names 
of injured, with one man reporting 
he lived in the ‘bombed’ area and 
was overwhelmed with calls from 
anxious friends. 


YEOMAN AL HANSEN 
ASSIGNED TO Y&R 


Al Hansen, who resigned as a 
radio copy writer at Young & Rubi- 
cam last week to become a yeoman 
in the enlistment section of the 
Navy, is already back in radio. 
What's more, he’s assigned to Y&R 
as Navy Department contact on a 
series of recorded programs being 
made by the agency to hypo sailor 
enlistments. 

Shows, to be available to all local 
stations, are to be directed by Harry 
Ackerman and scripted by various 
name radio writers. First few will 
be recorded next week. 














Doria Folliott Subs For 
Idling Jane Crusinberry 


Chicago, June 23. 

Doria Folliott, English novelist, 
will be the substitute scripter of 
‘The Story of Mary Marlin’ during 
the annual vacation of Jane Crusin- 
berry, author-owner of the Procter 
& Gamble serial on NBC-Red. 
Change is effective with the July 13 
broadcast, It will continue 10 weeks, 

Benton & Bowles is the agency 
on the show, which originates in 
New York. 





Post Card Survey of Commercials 


Listeners Asked to Check From ‘Completely Awful’ 


to ‘Highly 


Enjoyable’ 





Roger William Riis and Associates, 
a research outfit, is conducting a 
post card survey among what it con- 
siders to be a ‘representative’ group 
of New. Yorkers on the subject of 
what they think of radio advertis- 
ing. R. C. Lewis, of the firm, last 
week declined to disclose the name 
of the client which he said had re- 
tained his organization to get a ‘gen- 
eral listeners’ reaction.’ 

The first question on the card 
reads: ‘Which of these phrases comes 
closest to your opinion of modern 
radio commercials?’ (please under- 
line one): 

completely awful 
mildly irritating 


just fair 
agreeable 
highly enjoyable. 

The next question is: ‘Can you 
name any advertisements over the 
radio you particularly like?’ and the 
final one, ‘Any that you particularly 
dislike?’ 





Jack Lyman Moves Up 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Jack Lyman, night manager of 
NBC here, has been promoied to 
producer’s berth, replacing Max 
Hutto, recently called into the Army. 
George Volger will assume Ly- 





man’s post. 
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Men Difficult to Replace Listed 
By Networks; Deferment Pleas 
Likely to Become a Practice 








Columbia and NBC have taken 
steps to curb the further depletion 
of staff men whom the networks 
deem to be essential on their pres- 
ent jobs. CSB department heads 
have received memos asking them to 
report any cases of men called up 
for service whose work is essential 
to the network and whose places 
cannot be filled so that the organiza- 
tion can make applications for ex- 
emption to the draft authorities. 

While Columbia’s protective move 
applies to no specific division or de- 
partment, NBC is directing itself at 
obtaining exemption for key men on 
its engineering staff. O. B. Hanson, 
chief engineer, has been informed by 
Frank Mullen, the network’s general 
manager, that in view of the large 
number of enlistments and draftings 
from the NBC personnel essential 
members of the technical setup are 
entitled to deferment and that the 
numbers of such men come up the 
network would consult with the 
necessary draft boards. 


VICK KNIGHT 
JOINS BIOW 
NLA 


Vick Knight has joined the Milton 
Biow agency as executive producer 
ef radio shows. His authority will 
extend over the agency’s three 
Philip Morris shows, Eversharp’s 
‘Take It Or Leave It’ program and 
the spot announcements for Tootsie 
Rolls and Bulova. Bulova has also 
brought into his radio department 
Eddie Pola, who formerly worked 
for NBC. Knight and Pola are 
slated to operate out of the agency’s 
Hollywood office which Biow pro- 
posed to open shortly. It is his plan 
to transfer the origination of the 
Morris shows to the Coast. 

Knight quit as producer of the 
Fred Allen-Texaco program earlier 
this season to become the unsalaried 
director of the ‘Command Per- 
formance’ series, a War Department 
project which is shortwaved to the 
expeditionary forces. Before join- 


ing the Allen show Knight worked 
for Eddie Cantor. 


CKAC, MONTREAL, FILLS 
WITH CBS SUSTAINERS 


Montreal, June 23. 
French language independent sta- 
tion CKAC will pipe in a number of 
CBS programs during the summer. 
Fred Allen hour Sunday nights will 


be cut to half an hour for the sum- 
mer, beginning July 5. The other 
programs will be St. Louis Munici- 
pal Opera, starting June 28; Songs in 
the Wind every Monday from June 
29; Charro Gil Trio, Latin-American 
show, every Monday from June 29; 
and Lewisohn Stadium Concerts 
every Friday from July 3. 

The serial, ‘C'est la Vie’ (That's 
Life’), Lux Theatre program, will 
run five days a week, 12:30-12:45 
p. m., exclusive on CAC from June 
29 to the end of the year, and then 
on indefinitely. 


WRUL Wants to Own 
Its Present Quarters 


Boston, June 23. 

WRUL, non-commercial powerful 
short-waver, started a drive this 
week to purchase its present quar- 
ters at 133 Commonwealth ave. 
Allen Forbes, chairman of the exec- 
utive committee, hopes to raise $16,- 
000, with $5,160 already subscribed. 

Its owning the station will save 
$3,000 yearly in rentals. Taxes not 
reported. 
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Washington Joke 


Washington, June 23. 

With the somewhat chaotic 
state of the telephone system in 
Washington under war strain 
reviving gags about wrong num- 
bers a wag in the Office of 
Facts & Figures is causing 
chuckles among people in the 
various Government depart- 
ments. 

He answers his phone with 
the question, ‘Guess ~ ho this is?’ 


— 


1,750 in Mexico Style 
Selves Radio Announcers; 
All Not to Be Licensed 


Mexico City, June 23. 
Examination to determine fitness 
for their jobs of all radio announcers 
in Mexico that the Ministry of Com- 
munications and Public Works began 
in May has revealed that there are 
more announcers in the Republic than 
had at first been supposed. The fig- 
ures total 1,750 for the entire country 
and 543 in the Federal District (Mex- 
ico City) alone. 

Results of the exams have not yet 
been announced. But it is expected 
that only a certain percentage of the 
announcers will receive permanent 
licenses. 


CUBA WARNS NEWS 
MEN BE CAUTIOUS 


Havana, June 23. 
Newscasters of Cuba are on notice 
under new ‘precautionary measures’ 
governing commercial broadcasting. 
Use of such terms. as ‘flash,’ ‘im- 
portant,’ ‘last minute’ and other ex- 
pressions denoting hot news have 




















ment. Licensees also are required to 
file with the communications control 
commission persdhal infatimatiéin 
concerning staff members—including 
finger prints and photos. 

In the drive to eliminate all pos- 
sibility of Fifth Column, programs 
must be prepared at least 24 hours 
before their airing, in order that 
Government inspectors may check. 
The general public is not permitted 
to participate in Cuban broadcast 
programs. 





Willson, Nesbitt Step In 


For ‘McGees’ on June 30 


Hollywood, June 23. 

A combination music and com- 
mentary program, teamed by 
Meredith Willson and John Nesbitt, 
replaces ‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ 
in the summer session for the wax- 
works of Johnson & Son, Inc. A 
half hour program, it starts on June 
30 with the time shared between 
Willson’s ‘musicking’ and the 
familiar verbal dramatizations of 
Nesbitt. 

When ‘Fibber’ vacationed two 
years ago, Willson’s ‘America Sings’ 
replaced. New show, using the name 
combination for its title, reunites the 
pair for the first time in six years. 

Cecil Underwood, producer of the 
‘Fibber’ series, continues on the new 


been banned by the Cuban Govern- | 


BILLY GLASON, EX-VAUDE 
GAGS UP ‘GAY NINETIES’ 


Billy Glason has been signed as 
gag-writer for the ‘Gay Nineties,’ 
sponsored by United States Tobacco 
on WABC., 

Glason, former stage headliner, 
has been sticking to radio work of 
recent years, conducting his own 
programs besides scripting. 








DUTIFUL, FLY 
ASSERTS 


Washington, June 23. 


Regularity of attendance of FCC 
members at meetings and hearings— 
and their familiarity with details of 
matters on which they pass judgment 
—was a matter of considerable con- 
cern to the House Interstate Com- 
merce Committee last week. 
Recalling the network rules were 
voted by one member who never at- 
tended a hearing and by another 
who held office only a few days dur- 
ing the lengthy investigation, law- 
makers questioned the significance of 
figures by Chairman James L. Fly 
showing the regulators’ attendance 
record averaged 83.7%. 

The Chairman presented a tabula- 
tion showing Commissioner T.A.M. 
Graven had the best record, being 
present at 908° of all huddles be- 
tween Sept. 6, 1939, and June 9, 1942. 
Lowest average was Commissioner 
Norman S. Case (71.1), but Fly 
pointed out the former Rhode Island 
governor had been forced to miss 
many sessions by a prolonged illness. 

Idea that Commissioners pop into 
hearings, so they will be marked 
‘present,’ and then leave is unjusti- 
fied, Fly mainfained. The reason 
some members are shwwn to have 
attended only a small number of 
meetings and hearings is the short 
time they have been members, not 
shirking duty. He noted Commis- 
sioner C. J. Durr, appointed within 
the past year, has been on hand for 
81.9% of the 170 huddles held since 
he took the oath. 

There were 408 meetings and 90 
docket hearings during the period of 
nearly three years covered by the 
tabulation. _.. Attendance... xacards 
were: Fly, 87.6; Walker, 88.8; Case, 
71.1; Craven, 90.8; - Payne, 177.5; 
Thompson, 81.2; Wakefield, 90; Durr, 
81.9, and Brown, 90. 


JACQUES DES BAILLETS 











Montreal, June 23. 

Jacques Des Baillets, newscaster 
with the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. unit in London for the past 
two years, returned to Montreal this 
week from England to take over po- 
sition of production chief of commer- 
cial division CBS, this city. 

Leon Lorrain, acting production 
chief in absence of Des Baillets, takes 
position of night manager of CBM 
and CBF stations, Montreal, effective 
immediately. Lorrain was married 
on Saturday (20) to Germaine Gagne 
and is honeymooning in Laurentians 
until July 1. 


~ 





Bread Minus News 
General Baking’s Bond Bréad an- 
nouncements, fore and aft the 
WABC, New York, ‘News of the 





show as producer. Harlow Wilcox 
ditto as announcer. | 


World’ at 8 a.m., quit last week after 
26 weeks. 
Local only. 





Canada May Bow Before Churches 
And Abolish Sunday Advertising 





Montreal, June 23. 

Possibility of a gesture to the po- 
litically powerful churches of a re- 
duction in Sunday radio advertising 
through cooperation of privately 
owned stations was suggested by 
Gladstone Murray, Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. general manager, to 
the House of Commons Radio com- 
mittee Friday (19). Murray said 
CBC is anxious and is enlisting the 
support of privately owned stations 





which have already 
readiness to cooperate. 

He stated that advertising had 
been eliminated on Christmas Day 
and that his corporation would like 
to take similar action every Sunday, 
but the popularity of commercially 
sponsored United States programs 
with a large following was a serious 
difficulty. An appeal had been made 
to private stations and these stations 


indicated a 





had indicated a highly cooperative 
reaction. 


FCC MEMBERS 


BACK FROM LONDON 





Inside Stuf—Radio = 


Schedules being maintained by Morgan Beatty, of the Blue network. 
and Lisa Sergio, of WQXR, New York, are regarded as unprecedented 
among broadcasters. Other commentators have carried on equally jn. 
tense activities over limited periods when important news was breaking, 
but few, if any, have ever attempted it regularly. 

Beatty airs 15-minute programs at 8 am. and 10:30 p.m. five days a 
week from Washington. Miss Sergio has quarter-hour spots at 10 a.m. 
and 9 p.m., also five days a week. Both prepare and write their own 
scripts. Beatty’s schedule forces him to catch his sleep in two short takes 
during the 24-hour span. He naps at the studio from 11 p.m. to 3 am. 
and gets his other shut-eye at his Silver Springs (Md.) home from about 
9 am. to noon. He uses his afternoons to check news and gather back- 
ground material. 

Miss Sergio sleeps from about 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. at her home in suburban 
Larchmont, N. Y. She answers mail, makes phone calls and has appoint. 
ments until about noon, and spends her afterfioons writing both her even. 
ing and next morning’s scripts. She is continuing that schedule through 
July, but takes her regular vacation in August. She and the station will 
decide then about the setup for September and afterward. No one has 
yet been selected to substitute on either of her daily shows during August. 
Beatty is slated to continue his present schedule indefinitely, although 
it’s realized he cannot maintain it very long. 





Norman Corwin expects word momentarily to Clipper to London to 
write-direct a series of weekly half-hour programs about wartime Eng- 
land, to be shortwaved to CBS for rebroadcast in the U. S. There’s stil! 
no definite decision on what actor will follow in a few weeks to be nar- 
rator for the broadcasts, but it will probably be Pvt. Burgess Meredith, 
of the Army Air Corps, who's slatéd for a commission soon. 

While Corwin is in England, eight of his scripts formerly broadcast by 
CBS will be produced by BBC for English listeners. All eight, righis 
to which were bought by BBC last week, are included in his recent vol- 
ume, “Thirteen by Corwin.’ It will be the first time any of his scripts 
have been produced in England, although recordings of his CBS pro- 
grams and a “This Is War’ show have been rebroadcast there. Canadian, 
Australian and South African stations have produced his scripts, how- 
ever. 

A stapled bundle of the scripts for ‘Journeys Behind the News’ has ap- 
peared. These are the historic broadcasts by Ben Cherrington and others 
through the Social Science Foundation of the University of Denver, which, 
in turn, broadcasts through the Rocky Mountain Radio Council, only co- 
operative enterprise of its kind and recipient (The Council!) last year of a 
‘Variety’ showmanship plaque. The Cherrington scripts are accompanied 
by the questions, charts, bibliographies, etc., which were prepared for 
each. Lots of interesting background material for stations, especially 
news programs, is imbedded therein. Some 600 copies of each script were 
mailed regularly to high school teachers in the zone. 








Jimmy Durante’s failure to show on last Thursday night’s (16) Maxwell 
House Coffee broadcast because of the serious illness of his sister in New 
York made it the second unfulfilled booking for him on this program dur- 
ing the current season. The last time that he was penciled into the show 
Warner Bros. declined to excuse him from the set where he was working 
on a scene of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ Last Thursday’s was to 
_ Frank Morgan’s night off, but he took care of the spot that was to be 

uvante’s, 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency has resumed its search for daytime 
half-hour periods on local stations, but it hasn’t done any buying so far 
because the periods ‘made available to it have sustaining programs pre- 
ceding and following. The schedules, if and when set, will be for five 
such 30-minute periods a week. 

The recorded programs involved in the proposed spot campaign would 
plug Anacin, Kolynos and Biscdol. 





Less than eight hours after she had sung on WGY, Schenectady, with 
her husband, in their second program of the daw over, the Schensctacty 
stutiOH, Eléanor Clements gave birth to a baby daughter in Beilevue Ma- 
ternity Hospital (17). The team, known as Otis and Eleanor, broadcasts 
at 6:45 a.m. and at 12:05 p.m. Mrs. Clements entered the hospital at 6:45 
p.m. ahd the baby, christened June Eleanor, was born an hour later. It’s 


their second girl. Otis is carrying on solo until his wife returns to the air. 





Stan Shaw made an exception last week by playing request selections 
on his recorded ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ program on WNEW, New York. 
Numbers were by Bing Crosby, Carmen Miranda, Alice Faye, Jimmy 
Durante and Gallagher and Shean. 

They were played, as requested, between 1 a.m. and 3:30 a.m. for 
Whitey Riordan and Charlie McGale, inmates of the deathhouse at Sing 
Sing, who were executed the following evening. 





NBC and CBS took on their first Negro house musicians over the past 
weekend. Billy Taylor, once with Duke Ellington, joined NBC as a bassist, 
while Emerson Harper stepped into CBS’ as a sax, oboe, bass clarinet, flute 
player. While not hired temporarily, both men are on trial. ‘ 

Harper was recently offered a position as oboist with the Cincinnati Sym- 
phony, it’s said. 





Five civic groups sponsored a farewell dinner to honor Earl Gammons, 
WCCO general manager, before his departure from Minneapolis to Wash- 
ington to become director of the CBS office there. They were Minne- 
apolis Civic & Commerce Association, Minneapolis Defense Council, 
Junior Association of Commerce, Aquatennial Association and Minneapolis 
Civic Council. 





Ira Marion, Blue network staff scripter, has been commissioned by the 
town of Maplewood, N. J., to write and supervise its July 4 presentation, 
‘Maplewood Makes Ready.’ Outdoor play about civilian defense will in- 
clude a demonstration of an air raid, with the burning of a bombed house. 

Marion’s regular scripting assignments for the Blue include ‘African 
Trek’ and the National Assn. of Manufacturers show. 

The ‘Minute Set to Music’ recordings that the World studios are turning 
out for Coca-Cola constitute a special job for a dealer who caters to 
around 40 towns in the midwest and south. This setup is not to be ex- 
tended to other parts of the country. The account will continue ,its policy 
of furnishing dealers with 15-minute musical transcriptions. Latter are 
currently carried ovet 200-odd stations. 





Troy, N. Y., Record’s comment on the appointment of Elmer Davis to 
War Information Directorship made no mention of Davis’ broadcasting 
work. The entire emphasis was placed upon Davis’ activities in and stand- 
ing as a newspaperman and author. The Record is edited by Dwight 
Marvin, president of the American Newspaper Editors’ Association. 

‘The Sing For Dough’ broadcasts on the Blue network each Sunday with 
Lew Valentine debuted last December on KTRH, Houston, under the 
sponsorship of the Houston Milling Co. (Segall & Weedin agency). Broad- 
cast originated from the stage of the Metropolitan theatre, Houston, with 
George Olson and his orchestra. 





‘Disc-concerters’ is the name that Neal O'Hara, Boston Traveler col- 
umnist, would like te hang onto the record jockeys who intersperse com- 


mercial plugs between music, ‘because they can certainly disconcert any- 
one,” he explained. 





Earle McGill is the fifth of CBS producers under the new setup at the 
network’s program department. 
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ADVERTISIMG...DURING AMD ARTER THE WAR 


A Review of Priorities Economics and Business Futures 


By SIDNEY STROTZ 
Vice President, NBC, Pacific Coast 





(The following text, reproduced nearly ver- 
batim, will be delivered as a talk entitled ‘Don’t Be 
a Quitter today (Wednesday) before the Pacific 
Advertising Association Convention by Sidney 
Strotz, the NBC vice-president beyond the Rockies. 
It probably sums up with unusual fullness the ad- 
vertising profession’s thinking after six months of 
warfare. 


‘It always has stopped raining and wars have 


ee eee 


always ended’ is the quotation with which Strotz 


et ial 


concludes his talk after canvassing the record of 
the past, the difficulties of the present and the pos- 
sibilities of the future. This seems to ‘Variety’ a 
reference document of considerable significance 
and timeliness —Ed.) 








Can you imagine any of us attending a convention like this 
in our civilian clothes during the early months of that first 
world war? Not only would we have been called slackers— 
many of us would have been asked openly ‘Why aren’t you 
in the Army?’ Thank God there are no apologies necessary 
in this war, and again thank God the advertising fraternity 
is making just as vital a contribution to victory as the armed 
forces and the factories. 

Ladies and bentlemen, there are no slackers in the adver- 
tising business in World War 2. Thousands of us have traded 
typewriter and brush, pen and pencil, for military equip- 
ment. Whole agencies from George Bijur in New York to 
Fletcher. Udall in San Francisco have closed shop, turned 
over accounts to erstwhile competitors and gone to war en 
masse. Dozens of established desks in our larger agencies 
have lost their occupants. 

The vital thing is that you and I—representatives of the 
hundreds of western advertising people who are still behind 
the lines—realize deep down inside us that if we put as much 
intelligently directed energy into our djay-by-day jobs as the 
leaders of our armed forces put into theirs, our contributions 
to winning this war will be just as important as theirs, 
There’s no room for quitters in the front lines or the rear 
lines, And if we haven’t sold ourselves on the tremendous 
importance of advertising in wartime by now, then this con- 
vention is certainly the place to do that selling and I’m going 
to get in there and pitch right now. 


Advertising in War Only 
Undergoes Change of Degree 


In the first place we must remember that war brings to 
advertising a change of degree, not of kind... the pessimists 
who see the doom of advertising in this war misinterpret the 
very word in an outmoded sense... for after all a sale is not 
merely the passing of an article from the hands of a seller to 
the hands of a buyer. More properly conceived, it en- 
compasses the whole long process of inciting curiosity whet- 
ting desire, capitalizing on a name with good will behind it, 
making the actual competitive presentation—then the 
physical transfer of possession—and after that the continued 
selling of the buyer to keep him convinced that he’s made a 
wise purchase, the servicing of the item, instructions on its 
care and conservation. Advertising plays its definite role in 
every one of these component parts of a true sale. 

With many of you who still have goods to sell, all these 
processes are still present, and hence advertising should go 
on as usual filling its vital function of speeding actual 
physical transfer of goods from you to consumer. And you 
don’t have to feel that you’re being selfish by going all-out 
in advertising to sell. The food manufacturers who comprise 
such a big proportion of our western advertisers have a 
glorious opportunity to be both selfish and altruistic by using 
the fig nutrition-for-national-health theme. The new de- 
hydrated foods industry, so much of which centers here in 
this glorious northwest, has the additional theme of saving 
precious space in freight cars, trucks and ships. The drug 
industry has an advertising job more essential than ever now 
that so many doctors and dentists are in the services and 
personal health care, especially in the smaller communities, 
is so necessary. st hi 

The financial and insurance field can do a splendid job for 
itself and its country by helping to absorb some of the 
millions of dollars of new purchasing power which have no 
products on which to spend themselves—and this group prob- 
ably more than any other can do much to stave off the 
spectre of inflation. For all of you who still have a physical 
job of product selling to do, advertising offers its usual direct 
route to the minds and pocketbooks of a population bigger 
than ever with an income greater than ever. 

As for the rest of you who haven’t enough to sell: of all 
those parts of a real sale which I mentioned, priorities have 
affected only one—the actual transfer of the article frém one 
owner to another. Still remaining are all those other pro- 
cesses which lean so heavily on advertising: curiosity, desire, 
competitive presentation, good will, confidence, service and 
maintenance, conservation. The only missing cog is the 
product to be sold—and that’s missing only temporarily. It 
will be back, And unless all these other operations are care- 
fully processed for the duration, the product itself might as 
well not come back—it will just die a natural death at the 
Point of distribution. ; 

Arthur Deute, president of the National Brewing Co., 
phrased it aptly when he called advertising ‘Brand Life In- 
surance.’ To businesses which are considering cancellation of 
advertising because they’re supposedly oversold, he—and I— 











say simply ‘do you drop your life insurance just because you 
feel too healthy?’ 

After ail, advertising is the priceless ingredient in that im- 
meausrable commodity known as ‘good will.’ And if you 
don’t believe good will has a monetary value, try to buy a 
gofmg business like Union Oil or Jantzen Swim Suits and see 
what you pay for this ‘good will.’ 


The Objectives of Wartime 
Advertising Can Be Legion 


The list of things which war time advertising can talk 
about is legion. 

It can promote better buymanship among consumers, such 
as the large size bottle campaign of the milk and beer in- 
dustries. 

It can tell how to make scarce articles last longer, as the 
tire people are doing so magnificently. 

It can explain substitute materials, as plastics for metals. 

It can discourage hoarding, of items such as sugar. 

It can discourage buying hysteria like the silk-stocking rush 
of some months ago. : 

It can prepare minds for inevitable shortages, and thus 
lessen panic when they do arrive. 

It can popularize simpler and more unified styles, such as 
men’s victory suits. 

It can introduce a brand to the new strata of buyers who 
have graduated from the lowest income groups to the new 
financial aristocracy of manual labor. 

It can introduce a new product, such as quick-frozen foods. 

It can introduce a new package, such as the switch from 
cans to glass jars. 

It can substitute for salesmen’s personal calls on dealers, 
especially the marginal distributors in out-of-the way places. 

It can keep the public informed of what a company or a 
whole industry is doing to help the war effort. This expanded 
vista of public relations is so obvious, especially to firms with 
Government contracts where the informed good will of the 
electorate is paramount. More and more agencies are paying 
greater attention to the public relations function of advertis- 
ing; many of them have separate public relations depart- 
ments. In fact, a well-known public relations counsel has just 
incorporated as an advertising agency! 

Despite the doubts that may have perplexed some of you, 
the American public is not averse to continued advertising 
during this war—as long as that advertising performs a con- 
structive task. The National Association of Manufacturers 
discovered this by a recent public opinion survey. The 
survey showed what you and I would expect it to show: that 
the public has no patience with ads which merely boast about 
a company’s patriotism: but it is definitely interested in con- 
crete facts about the care of materials, and in equally con- 
crete facts about the place of an individual business in the 
total war scheme. In the excellent words of the current as- 


no defenders.’ 

That public which you and I want to reach is more im- 
pressionable by advertising today. It is reading and listening 
more than ever. It is staying home more because restrictions 
are compelling it to stay home. It is shopping closer to home 
because it wants to save tires and gas. With the neighbor- 
hood store coming into its own again, private brands will 
shrink in importance and advertised products will corre- 
spondingly move ahead. Food men realize this. At the gro- 
cery manufacturers convention last month, 37% of the com- 
panies polled reported increased advertising budgets for this 
year— and not one reported a cessation of advertising. These 
and other manufacturers who are putting out constructive 
advertising are getting a response better than ever. Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn last month checked 22 news- 
papers and women’s magazines, and found that reader re- 
sponse to recipes, patterns and sewing kits has increased 
materially since.the war in 19 out of the 22 cases. 


Arnold, Henderson, Montgomery 
Not Opposed to Advertising 


Now what about your Government: does it want you to 
advertise? 

If Government were one man, we could answer this 
question categorically. But thank God this is still a democ- 
racy, so all we can do is look at the evidence of individual 
men in that Government. 

The New York Times made a fine contribution to this sub- 
ject by doing a very simple thing a few weeks ago. It went 
to the three men whose views on advertising are most often 
criticized within our own house—Mr. Thurman Arnold, Mr. 
Leon Henderson, and Mr. Donald Montgomery—and just 
asked them if they believed in continued advertising during 
this war. And every one of the gentlemen came out with 
an affirmative answer! 

The Department of Commerce in Washington has been in 
the forefront of a vigorous move to continue brand adver- 
tising throughout this conflict, as opposed to a more radical 
undercurrent in certain Washingtn circles which would favor 
a single ‘victory’ label for everything. At the National 
Federation of Sales Executives in New York last month, 
Carroll L. Wilson, director of The Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, emphasized what others of his staff had 
said in print in the official Department of Commerce weekly 
about continuity of brand advertising. In his own words, 
‘You’re going to have a hell of a time after the war if you 
fail to preserve,them.’ 

The last waf spawned plenty of new products, gave im- 
petus to many others including the radio and the automobile. 
This war is going to do even more, because research is today 
at a higher peak. Most of those new products are going to 
come out under established names, because in that way they 
have half their marketing battle won. As Red Motley of 
Crowell-Collier Publishing Company told the Los Angeles Ad 
Club a few weeks ago, just think how the imagination of 
America would be gripped after this war by the appearance 
of a Lockheed Interceptor automobile! 

Don Francisco, whose place I am taking at this table today, 





has time and again urged increased advertising by private 
business in his own special baliwick, Latin America. No one 
knows better than he, how advertising there, as well as here, 
can improve living standards and help keep up the national 
and personal morale which is so essential to an all-out war 
effort. ... 


Product Casualties of 1917-1918 
Followed Advertising Stoppage 


Printer’s Ink and other trade journals have done an excel- 
lent job in telling the obituaries of Pearline and Sapolio and 
Sweet Caporal. You know the story of the big cigarette 
which decided to put its advertising budget in the bank one 
year and dropped 30% in sales; of the coffee which quit ad- 
vertising and saw its annual sales slump in 10 years from 
50,000,000 to 23,000,000 units; of the building material manu- 
facturer who bought out all his competitors and stopped ad- 
vertising, only to find that the public forgot him and started 
building its houses with a different material. That first war 
saw big companies with army and navy contracts decrease 
their advertising, thus opening the door for little competitors 
to move in and take their public right away from them. 
Some of these companies tried to come back after the war. 
Brother, the pardon came too late. Some of them found they 
were out of business for keeps! Others found it a very ex- 
pensive luxury to stage a comeback. ... 

Many of today’s biggest advertisers got their start in World 
War I: Lifebuoy, Lucky Strike, Pepsodent, American Chicle, 
California Prune & Apricot Growers, Eversharp, General 
Cigar, General Baking, Tidewater, U. S. Rubber, California 
Packing. ... 

I’m sure you newspaper, magazine and outdoor representa- 
tives would be disappointed if I didn’t say a word or two 
about radio. From a very mercenary standopoint, radio is 
the only medium to shew a gain in gross revenue for the first 
four months of 1942 against a similar - eriod last year. Net- 
work radio is up 13%. National spot dipped sharply in De- 
cember but has gained steadily ever since, I. April it hit an 
index of 198, using the years 1935-1939 as a base of 100. And 
believe it or not, the biggest upsurge came in the gas and oil 
category, followed by food, soap, tobacco, toilet goods and 
schools. Only automobile, travel and resorts showed a de- 
crease. I won’t say that radio’s profits are up. They’re not, 
and we don’t want them to be. Radio is contributing more 
time and talent for war purposes than ever before: and in-. 
cidentally it’s also plowing back more taxes than ever before. 

Radio will not expand physically during this war. The 
number and. size of stations is practically frozen dye to 
priority on materials, and the entire industry is forming a 
pool of spare parts to provide replacements. You hear about 
labor shortages, especially in the engineering field, forcing 
stations off the air, but so far only one little local in ‘Texas 
has felt this effect. You hear about there being no more re- 
ceiving sets for sale: but the stores are still full of new and 
second-hand sets and parts; 30,600,000 American families— 
nine out of 10 of the national total—own 56,000,000 radios. 
That means an average of almost two sets per family, and if 
one should wear out, its tubes and parts can keep the other 
one going. No, you don’t have to worry about America run« 
ning out of radio sets for a long time to come. After all, 
here’s a country which has twice as many radios as it has 
wired homes or automobiles or electric irons, three times as 
many radios as ranges or washing machines or telephones or 
refrigerators. 

Last month’s supreme court decision, that the FCC regu- 
lations regarding a network’s relations with its stations are 
reviewable by the district courts, means that the structure of 
network broadcasting as you know it is reasonably safe now 
for some time to come. 

As WABC says in a very clever ‘Variety’ ad: ‘There’s no 
place but home this summer.’ C. E. Hooper tells me tt at for 
the first time in radio history th® listening index did not 
show a sharp summer dropoff this year. .. . 

After this war America will have a tremendous productive 
capacity tooled up for maximum output. Walter Fuller, 
president of the Curtis Publishing Company, points out that 
‘we have never produced or consumed to capacity ... never 
used the selling way to the fullest. What good will all this 
potentiality be unless there are markets for the products?’ 
These markets must be created, and their creation is a long 
pull which can’t wait until after the war. Let us stress the 
patriotic theme to the hilt, yes; but let us add to it a good 
dash of enlightened self-interest. Let us pre-sell today’s 
public on tomorrow’s products. As Charles Carr, advertising 
manager of The Aluminum Company, put it to the sales 
executives last month in their convention, urge savings now 
so that we may ‘buy tomorrow today.’ 


Private Enterprise Must Emerge 
Intact From This Struggle 


I would like to close on one rather somber note. One of 
the things we are fighting for in this war is freedom of the 
press and radio, and freedom of private enterprise. These 
freedoms are inextricably intertwined. Free private enter- 
prise must have a free press and free radio through which to 
express itself ur it ceases to remain free. Government press 
and Government radio will only lead to Government control 
of business. Newspapers, magazines, radio—every one of us 
can keep going as private entities during. this war only 
through continued advertising. If this sounds purely selfish, 
if you think I am taking advantage of an opportunity to ask 
for more business, I can only say, ladies and gentlemen, it is 
just as much to your personal advantage as it is to mine. 
Advertisers, agencies, media, and the dear old American 
public—we ali stay free and independent or we all eventually 
are swallowed up in the maw of the corporate state. God 
forbid this should ever happen. 

Remember the headline in that recent ad... ‘It always has 
stopped raining and wars always have ended.’ When the sun 
comes out again, let us hope—and pray—and work that it will 
find a. world worth shining on. 


ee ep Gg RUT OSS ee ERIN res 








SEE PERRI A EA 
“ Oi ie sale 


tae ES SEE ES 














SRT beads ope 


ee 


! 





t 
Tt, 
4 
is 
3 
é 
oo 
mM 
i 
; 
i 4 
: 








‘ 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 24, 1942 





WHOM-WOV Jointly Produce Italian 
‘You Can’t Do Business With Hitler’; 


Tum to PEN. for Literary Aid 





a 


Improvements in the foreign lan- 
guage field are in prospect. Draw- 
ing upon the radio writers, radio 
directors, the language departments 
of universities and turning to P.E.N., 
the international literary association 
for volunteer writing talent, the 
New York City leadership (largely 
WHOM and WOV apparently) has 
lined up a number of new under- 
takings for democratic programming 
in foreign tongues. 

‘You Can’t Do Business With Hit- 
ler’ is to be produced in Italian by 








New Code Seen Good 


Washington, June 23. 

Federal officials are watching 
with interest reactions to the 
new ‘voluntary code’ of the For- 
eign Language Radio Wartime 
Control Committee which places 
responsibility for linguals di- 
rectly on the broadcasters. 

Though little response had 
been noted at the end of the first 
week of operations under the 
code, radio circles seemed satis- 
fied that the 10-point credo will 
simplify the task of stations with 
foreign language broadcasts. 

Some squawks are heard that 
the new code will have the effect 
of ‘gagging’ broadcasters. Check 
on commentators and their pro- 
grams required is plenty pains- 
taking, but majority of the trade 
believes’ station managers will 
comply cheerfully with efforts to 
‘make this (foreign language) 
channel of communication a posi- 
tive force in the Victory Pro- 
gram.’ 











“WOV and WHOM jointly. Live tal- 


ent will enact the episodes and the 
Office of Facts and Figures, through 
its foreign language radio expert, 
Lee Falk, will then arrange for re- 
cordings to be distributed to other 
language stations around the United 
States. -Another series, ‘Inside Italy,’ 
will be similarly exploited. 

WHOM has meanwhile consider- 
ably extended its American history, 
naturalization and similar activities. 
As a by-product to its recent United 
Nations Flag Day ceremonies, 
WHOM established a contact with 
the Royal Norwegian Broadcasting 
Service of the consulate here for 
Norway and, starting next Sunday 
(28), WHOM will broadcast 15 min- 
utes at 11 p.m. of news in Norwe- 
gian. The news is largely a reca- 
pitulation of data sent out regular- 
ly by shortwave WRUL in Boston. 
Although New York City has 123,000 
Norwegians, and Jersey another 
65,000, this is first program . ever 
heard locally in that tongue. 


PRETENDING TO BE NAZI 
EMBARRASSES SPIELER 


Lynchburg, Va., June 23. 

Because of what he termed a ‘jest,’ 
John. Everett Lindsay, Jr., 21, an- 
nouncer at WRNL, Richmond, spent 
an uncomfortable few hours in jail 
under suspicion of being a spy. 

Lindsay said he stood at Meadow 
and Broad in Richmond joking with 
a group of men, and in fun referred 
to himself as of Teutonic extraction. 
He said he spoke with a Gerthan ac- 
cent, and shouted ‘Sieg Heel,’ which 
his audience evidently misunder- 
Stood for ‘Sieg Heil’ (hail victory). 
Cops picked him up a few minutes 
later. 

He was released when the’ FBI 
said it didn’t want him. 











WKRC Newsroom Moves 
To Cincinnati Times-Star 


Cincinnati, June 23. 
WKRC’s newsroom was moved 
last week from station’s studios and 


headquarters in the Hotel Alms to 
the downtown building housing the 


wTimes-Star, afternoon paper linked 


with the Mutual affiliate. 

Tim Elliott has followed Tom 
McCarthy from WCPO to WKRC. 
Latter recently became head of the 

ation’s news staff. Elliott, like 

‘Carthy, casts news, 


GEORGE CASE AT WING 


Leaves Chicago Staff of ‘Variety’ 
For Program Directorship 








Chicago, June 23. 

George T. Case, of the Editorial 
Staff of ‘Variety's’ Chicago office, 
leaves Friday (26) to take up duties 
as Program Director of WING, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

Case, before joining ‘Varie.y,’ was 
associated with numerous stations 
over a period of 18 years. It is a 
recall assignment for him, as he 
held a similar position at te station 
in 1939. Case was Program-Produc- 
tion Manager of WCFL, Chicago, be- 
fore joining ‘Variety.’ 


Maury Holland Succeeds 
Vick Knight Directing 
‘Command Performance’ 


Hollywood, June 23. 
War Department’s ‘Command Per- 
formance,’ transcribed series short- 
waved to the armed forces over- 


seas, changed producers, with Maury 
Holland taking over from Vick 
Knight, who piloted the program 
from its inception 17 weeks ago. 
Knight left for the East to make an- 
other radio connection, 

Holland will produce a number of 
shows in the ‘Command’ series dur- 
ing his summer layoff from J. Wal- 
ter Thompson duties. 


MEXICO TELLS PEOPLE 
ABOUT NAZI PIG-BOATS 


Mexico City, June 23. 


First hand accounts of the sub- 
marining of Mexico’s two oil tank- 
ers, the Potrero del Liano, May 13, 
and the Faja de Oro, May 20, off 
Florida, which precipitated this 
country’s declaration of a state of 
war against the Axis, by survivors, 
officers and men, are being featured 
on the regular Sunday radio Na- 
tional Hour that the government 
presents on a web of most Mexican 
stations. 

The first of these reportages was 
presented May 31. 

















NOW IT’S CANNED ICE CREAM 


Ten-B-Low Product Using Blurbs 
Through Summer 








Cincinnati, June 23. 





Ten-B-Low, concentrated canned 
| ice cream, is using seven stations for 
airings of one-minute dramatized 
announcements, once and twice daily 
for 18 weeks, ending Aug. 81. 
Accounts, placed 
Ralph H. Jones agency’s Cincy office, 


are with WLW in this city, WBZ and 
WNAC, Boston; WCAY, Philadel- 
phia; WOKO, Albany, N. Y.; WOR, 


New York, and WTAM, Cleveland. 


through the 


‘Comparisons Are— 





Washington, June 23. 

Chairman James L. Fly of the 
FCC in his appearance before 
the Congressional committee 
conducting hearings on the 
Sanders Bill, contrasted the five 
billions of plant investment of 
the communications companies 
with the 40 millions of dollars 
in broadcasting, as such. Then 
added Fly: 

‘You can take the gold dust 
that is involved here, in the 
broadcasting industry, and blow 
it into the eyes of the A. T. & T. 
and it would never squint.’ 


WAR PROBLEM 
COURSE ON: AIR 


Denver, June 23. 

‘Facts for War,’ weekly series 
offering civilians the same sort of 
‘orientation courses’ given to soldier 
and sailor recruits, has been aired 
over KMYR by the University of 
Colorado since May «z’. Starting 
with a popularized explanation of 
Hitler’s ‘geopolitics’ theories, the 
program is continuing with discus- 
sions of war strategy, air and naval 
bases, supply routes and all-around 
United Nations’ war problems. 

Series will probably continue 26 
weeks and will deal with the causes 
of the war, how Fascism originated 
and came to power, how it actually 
works, descriptions of war areas and 
warring countries and propaganda 
at home and abroad. Broadcasts are 
given by the individual faculty mem- 
bers . who give the orientation 
courses at the Naval Radio Training 
S nool on the University’s campus 
at Boulder. 

Programs. are available by trans- 
cription through the Rocky Moun- 
tain Radio Council to KIUP, Dur- 
ango, Col., and KFXJ, Grand Junc- 
tion, Col. 











K. C. Drive 
Kansas City, June 23. 

Victory Caravan of KMBC is over 
half way in its drive for $100,600 
in sales of war bonds and stamps. 
Arthur Church, prexy of KMBC, an- 
nounced that after last Thursday’s 
show in Hamilton, Mo., seventh of 
the Caravan’s once-weekly showings, 
$53,793.90 had been garnered for 
Uncle Sam. 

Caravan each Thursday night 
plays a two-hour rally in a 
town of KMBC’s listening area to 
which admission is gained only by 
the purchase of stamps and bonds, 
More than twenty entertainers ap- 
pear on the show, all from KMBC’s 
artist bureau including performers 
of ‘Brush Creek Follies,’ Saturday 
afternoon CBS sustainer, and featur- 
ing staff personalities such as John 
Cameron Swayze, news announcer; 
Phil Evans, farm service counselor, 
and Hiram Higsby, m.c. for the Fol- 
lies and other KMBC shows. 





JOPLIN JOINS MUTUAL 
AS ITS 206TH LINK 


Station WMBH, Joplin, Mo., be- 
comes a Mutual affiliate July 1. 
Will bring the network total to 








206. 





Station Evolves Scavenger Hunt Idea 
Into a Rubber Salvage Stunt 





Washington, June 23. 

Station WJSV, looay GBS affiliate, 
is using a variation o @ scavenger 
hunt game to hypo the Government's 
scrap rubber collection drive in 
Washington. Series of four programs 
is being aired under the title, 
‘WJSV Rubber Treasure Hunt, with 
prizes of four $25 war bonds being 
awarded to the people who turn in 
the most old rubber. 

One winner is announced on eacn 
program, and is then brought to the 
mike to tell how he gathered his 
prize collection. In addition, prizes 
of $2 in war stamps are given for the 
most unusual rubber article turned 
in, for the largest collection of the 
same type item, and for the largest 
single rubber article. Second prizes 
in each category are a pair of tick- 
ets for the Earle theatre, local War- 
ner theatre, 





a 


Cancel Duz Spots 


Procter & Gamble has issued 
wholesale cancellations on the an- 
nouncement campaign for Duz 
through the Compton agency. In 
some spots the Duz blurbs are being 
replaced by plugs for Oxydol. 

Account will probably resume the 
Duz campaign on a full scale in the 
early fall. 


Dick Dunkel’s Guesses 


Dick Dunkel will distribute his 
football forecasts for the 1942 sea- 
son through Radio Events, Inc. Last 
season Dunkel had a tieup with At- 
lantic Refining for his forecast 
sheets. 

Dunkel is currently in Donohue & 











Coe’s radio department. 


——. 


‘No Space’ Held As Main Reason 
Why Most N. Y. Dailies Dont List WOV 





WAAB’S REAPPEARANCE 


Move toe Worcester Difficult Under 
War Delays 








Boston, June 23. 

WAAB will return to the air in 
six weeks from Worcester, but will 
use WNAC’s Boston studios because 
of priorities that are delaying the 
construction of new ones in Worces- 
ter. 

Upon resuming operation, WAAB 
will increase its power from 1,000 to 
6,000 watts, and its new transmitter 
will be Idcated at Holden. The sta- 
tion will become a Mutual affiliate. 

Personnel dropped when WAAB 
signed off on June 15, will be largely 
absorbed soon. 


Publicity Utilization of 
Visiting Bands Figures 
In WIMJ-Union Talks 


Milwaukee, June 23. 

Negotiations for a new contract 
between WTMJ and the Milwaukee 
Musicians’ Association, Local No. 8, 
AFM, struck a snag this past week 
when feuding between the union and 
the Riverside theatre was injected 
into the proceedings, at least tem- 
porarily sidetracking the primary 
issue of a general wage increase 
sought by the musicians and bucked 
by the radio station. 

With name bands playing the 
Riverside almost every week, it was 
customary until a few months ago 
for the visiting leaders to partici- 
pate in various WTMJ programs, 
giving the station live name talent 
and giving the theatre publicity. 
When Russ Morgan’s band played 
the theatre in April the Musicians’ 
union sought to have it appear at 
their annual Easter ball, but Ed J. 
Weisfeldt, manager of the Riverside, 
objected to his headliner being ad- 
vertised as an attraction there, al- 
though willing to have it put in an 
appearance. Union heads felt that 
if they couldn’t publicize the band 
it was of no use to them, so it didn't 
appear. 

Vollmer Dahlstrand, the union 
chief, then stopped the practice of 
visiting band leaders from the River- 
side participating in local radio sta- 
tion programs, and none have been 
on the air here since. 

With a new contract in process of 
negotiation between the music men 
and WTMJ, the radio station execs 
attempted to insert a clause permit- 
ting them to use visiting bandsmen 
as they formerly did, but Dahlstrand 
nixed the idea pronto, and conver- 
sations looking to an agreement are 
deadlocked. 

Incidentally, Dahlstrand, increas- 
ingly prominent in labor ranks, was 
brought out this past week as a 
candidate for lieutenant governor 
and running mate for William B. 
Rubin, labor attorney on the Demo- 
cratic ticket. 











HAL RORKE INTO ARMY 


Steve Fuld Due in Coast Guard— 
Sommers to Texas 








Hal Rorke has left CBS to assume 
a captaincy in the U. S. Air Force. 
His position as assistant publicity di- 
rector under Lou Ruppel may go to 
George Crandcll. 

Two other CBSers going into uni- 
form are Steve Fuld of station rela- 
tions to be a coast guard ensign at 
an unknown date, and Frank Som- 
mers, of engineering, now at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, as a lieutenant in the 
Navy. 





Cecil Brown Vice Davis; 
Sevareid for Quink 


Cecil Brown has taken Elmer 
Davis’ place in the 8:55-9 p.m. news 
spot on CBS, Monday through 
Friday. Johns-Manville pays the 
freight for this nightly period. 
Brown came to national attention 
through his eye-witness account of 
the sinking of the Prince of Wales 
and the Repulse off Singapore. 

Parker Pen has bought the Satur- 
day and Sunday period, using Eric 
Sevareid to plug Quink. In both 
cases it’s 56 stations and the agency 





is J. Walter Thompson. 


- 





; New York City, 
Editor, Variety: 

In answer to your question con- 
cerning ‘Why most newspapers do 
not list WOV’ the following, to the 
best of my recollection, were the 
answers I received: 

New York Times (John K. Hutch- 
ens). No space...Editorial policy 
does not permit additional listings. 
They do give us occasional highlig)it 
listings when we have an outstand- 


ing feature. 
Herald Tribune (Mrs. Elizabeth 
Colclough). She said she was not 


interested in WOV. She also said 
‘station was not worthwhile.’ In 
addition she felt ‘That there were 
a lot of fascists around WOV,’ 
though as you know, our station is 
completely clean and absolutely all- 
out anti-fascist.’ Mrs, Colclough is 
no doubt thinking back about six or 
seven years and does not want to 
hear our story concerning our pres- 
ent fine-activities 

New York Sun (Ed Bragden). 
Says managing editor won't give 
any more space to radio. They re- 
fuse any listing other than those 
already in. 

Daily News (Sid Shalit). They 
give us occasional highlight listings 
but won’t carry regular listing. Their 
reasons are vague...Both Shalit 
and Gross say they like us. We are 
O.K. but they won't list us. 


Daily Mirror (Nick Kenny). You 
probably know Nick. 
World-Telegram (Alton Cook). 


This is the toughest nut to crack. 
Cook holds to his set formula and 
refuses any kind of listing for WOV. 
The only time he mentions “us in 
his column is when a mutual friend 
asks him to do us a favor. 

New York Post. The many 
changes in, personnel and policy on 
this radio page make it hard to get 
anything definite. The standard an- 
swer, however is lack of space. 

PM (Judy Dupuy). PM has been 
kind to us in the matter of high- 
light listings but claim they cannot 
give us regular listings because of 
space. 

Brooklyn Eagle (Jo Ranson). I 
have never discussed this with Ran- 
son. He does, however, run some 
of our news releases. We do not get 
any listings in the Eagle. [Ranson 
is now with the NBC publicity de- 
partment.—Editor.] 

All in all, the general 
given is ‘no space.’ 

As to the listings that we do re- 
ceive—through an arrangement with 
the Journal-American whereby we 
carry a transcribed program which 
they produce, we are in turn given 
full listing every day. 

Our listings are also carried by 
the Bronx Home: News, Morristown 
Record, Jersey Journal, Elizabeth 
Journal, Sussex Independent. The 
latter few, of course, are small news- 
papers but as you know, every list- 
ing helps. 

It does seem very strange, in view 
of the fact that WOV is carrying 
on one of the most intense anti- 
fascist and Americanization drives, 
that newspapers refuse to cooperate. 
I have been hammering away as 
much as possible to try to get the 
newspapers to see our side of the 
picture. So far, aside from occa- 
sional features, the results have been 
negligible. ¢ 


reason 


Herbert Landon, 
Director of Publicity. 


JANE ARKIN SUES CBS, 
BIOW, PHILIP MORRIS 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Jane Arkin has filed suit against 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
for $50,000, alleging plagiarism. Miss 
Arkin charges she originated ‘Mini- 
ature Playhouse’ on a small local 
station and that CBS picked it up 
without her consent. 

Action also involves Philip Morris 
and the Biow Company. 


Frank Mason Sells WMRN 


Marion, O., June 23. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission consented last week 
(18) to the voluntary transfer of 
control of the Marion Broadcasting 
Co., operators of WMRN, Marion, 
O., from Frank E. Mason and Ellen 
Mason to Howard F. Guthrey and 
Florence Guthrey for $13,000. 

Mason, who is now a special as- 
sistant to the Secretary of the Navy, 
is also a vice-president of NBC. 
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CLEVELAND LINGUAL SYSTEM 








NATIONALITIES ON 


HONOR AT WAR 


Code Adopted Years Ago 
Wears Well—Before Pearl 
Harbor, Hitler-Hatred 
Stuff Had to Be Toned 


Down 





(ee 


MANY TONGUES 





Cleveland, June 23. 

The difficulties, hazards and at- 
tractions of foreign language broad- 
casting are vividly illustrated in 
Cleveland, 
years ago a Lutheran clergyman 
confessed he was a_ distributing 
agent for made-in-Germany record- 
ings that, at the time, were given 
free to various American midwest- 
ern radio stations, their innocent 
musical nature hiding brief but 
pointed Nazi speechlets in German. 
Actually Cleveland has, like Detroit 
and Chicago, brought alien groups 
together for big civic affairs in 
which the picturesque costumes 
mingled with songs of the old sod. 
Foreign language meant much here 
in cultural, musical, political and 
marketing terms. Usually the alien 
groups had a single rallying point, 
Americanism. 

The so-called Nationalities Broad- 
casting Association of Cleveland was 
and is a group of specialtists in lin- 
gualistic radio. They still are very 
active although Cleveland as in 
other cities is not without its tend- 
ency to solve the foreign language 
‘problem’ by substituting English. 
Some critics feel that this method al- 
ways begs the question. 

WCLE permits only song lyrics 
and titles in a foreign tongue. Every- 
thing else is in English, and pro- 
grams have been restricted to 210 
minutes of recordings. Station 
banned foreign talk six years ago. 

WGAR, working through NBA, 
has 225 minutes, much of it live. 
Three years ago the six programs— 
Rumanian, Czech, Hungarian, Slo- 
vak, Slovene, Polish—were 100% 
foreign talk, but organization volun- 
tarily cut to 50% of such chatter. 

The Nationalities Broadcasting 
Assn. is on its honor. Carl George, 
WGAR director of policy reports: 
‘They realize that one serious devia- 
tion from prepared script means 
they are through. In the six year: 
they have been with us we have 
found them to be reliable and hon- 
est. We have never had a German 
broadcast and the one Italian pro- 
gram dropped out last October be- 
cause of a personal matter which had 
nothing to do with station policy. As 
a precautionary measure the sta- 
tion has its own private monitors 
which check all foreign language 
programs.’ 

The Nationalities Assn. was set up 
@S a non-profit corporation to pro- 
mote better understanding of races 
colonized in Cleveland. A set of rules 
adopted three years ago have stood 
the test of time and war censorship 
and remain the basis for broadcast 
today, according to Frederick Wolf, 
secretary-treasurer of organization. 
These regulations include: 

1. Broadcasters must submit copy 
of program, including translations, 
48 hours before broadcast to Wolf 
who checks and refers to station. 

2. Each broadcaster has pledged 
that his continuity will not be al- 
tered once it has been submitted. 
Penality is loss of program and 
membership in Association. 

3. Plays and sketches in foreign 
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| are taboo. Majority of 
American born children of foreign 
parentage have only a_ routine 
knowledge of parent tongue and 
would not grasp or appreciate 
‘literature.’ 


4. All commercial announcements 
are 50% in English, 


5. Definite limits are fixed for 
tatking, including free announce- 
ments; .rest of broadcast must be 
music and singing. 

6. Announcements concerning 
Cleveland civic organizations—Red 
Cross, Community Fund, Association 
for Crippled and Blind, etc., are 
liberally provided gratis. 


7. Taboo are death notices and an- 
nouncements,. Strictly enforced are 
all regulations of Better Business 
Bureau and regulations Bureau may 





impose on advertisements, doubtful 
firms, articles, etc. 


Hitler Hatred 

Association officials said they are 
responsible for censorship of their 
programs, radio station seldom is. 
However, after Munich and before 
Pearl Harbor, studio officials asked 
‘Association to tone down its Hitler 
hatred programs and announce- 
ments.’ 

Czech program features news pre- 
pared by Czech government in exile, 
and this is of acute interest to large 
local Czech population. 

Although the Nationalities Asso- 
ciation closely monitors programs. 
possibility is admitted that some lan- 
guage broadcaster might go off the 
beam with anti-American tirade, It 
would be some minutes before he 
could be cut off the air, as monitor— 





assuming he is listening in—would 
have to call station officials, who in 
turn would have to contact engineer. 
To record program a day in advance 
would make broadcasts 100% fool 
proof, but expvense in cutting platters 
is deterrent. The dangers are hypo- 
thetical only. Association points out 
all nationality announcers have long 
records with organization that prove 
they are ‘loyal to democracy.’ 


The Association, cooperating with 
WGAR, utilized a series of 15 one- 
hour programs prepared by Dep't of 
Justice on ‘I Am an American,’ cit- 
ing success stories of foreign-born 
Americans. WGAR furnished time. 
Association paid all other costs. 

Nationalities Association split from 
WHK when station bought out WJAY 
(now WCLE). Studio insisted, ac- 
cording to Wolf, that ‘programs be- 





come property of station, and that 
organization should solicit advertis- 
ing for programs, collect money from 
businessmen and make translations 
of every foreign word into English to 
be filed with WHK. Of the total 
amount which we would collect 
every week we would have to pay 
our own talent, which meant musie 
and singers, and from the balance the 
station would pay us 15% commis- 
sion. In a case where I would col- 
lect $100 a week after paying my 
share for talent, about $40, I would 
have a commission on $60—the sum 
of $9 for a week’s work.’ 





Minneapolis.—Alfred J. Harding of 
WCCO sales’ staff is now Ensign at 
U. S. Naval Training station, San 
Francisco. 
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“THERE IS 


PLACE FOR 
ADVERTISING 
IN WAR TIME 


Says 
ARTHUR C. DORRANCE, President, 
CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY 


A SPECIAL 


AMERICA’’ 


Tx conversion of our industrial resources to total war 
has not destroyed the importance of advertising in our 
national life. Curtailments in the production of civilian goods 
undoubtedly have changed the function of advertising, but 


advertising still has a vital place in war time America. 


“The transition from civilian production to production for 
victory is a difficult one, but advertising can do much to 
assist in this transition. Restrictions upon civilian consump- 


tion can be explained to the consumer and conservation 



















of critical materials can be urged. In addition, direct ap- 


peals from the Government to the people to purchase War 


Stamps or to cooperate in particular activities can be con- 


veyed quite convincingly through the medium of advertising. 


“Advertising of this kind has a value, not only to the Nation 


as a whole, but also to the particular business that sponsors 


it. It contributes to our war effort and thus in some measure 


hastens our ultimate victory. By preserving consumer good 


will, it also makes leas difficult the problems of reconstruc- 


tion that undoubtedly will follow the war.” 


/* To the great names in American business whose continued advertising is a flaming symbol 


ef faith in America's future... 
enemies cf free American enterprise and democracy . . 


whose fortitude in total war adds another shout of defiance % the 
. this space is dedicated by The Nation's Siation. 
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Construction Requests Returned To 
Petitioners Until After the War 





Washington, June 23. 

Applications for papers permitting 
construction of 23 new standard 
broadcast stations and 17 FM plants 
were turned back last week in ac- 
cordance with FCC policy of not 
approving projects calling for use of 
scarce materials. The Commish de- 
clined to retire the pleas to the 
pending file—which would give the 
sponsors a preferred status whenever 
the war situation eases up—but dis- 
missed all ‘without prejudice’ so 


* they can be filed anew whenever the 


outlook is encouraging. All wiil be 
on a first-come, first-served basis in 
that event. 

Turn-downs affected: 


Standard stations — Confederate 
Broadcasting Co., Marietta, Ga.; 
Walter H. Nelson, Cadillac, Mich; 
Sikeston Broadcasting Co., Sikeston, 
Mo.; J. A. Eisele, Fort Worth; Green 
Mountain Broadcasting Corp., 
Brattleboro, Vt.; W. J. Harpole-J. C. 
Rothwell, Plainview, Tex.; Valley 
Broadcasting Co., Columbus, Ga.; 
Portland Broadcasting Co., Pertland, 
Ore.; Eutowah B i Co., 
Gadsden, Ala.; Danville Broadcast- 
ing Co., Danville, Ky.; WJPS, Evans- 
ville, Ind.; KTOP, Topeka, Kan.; 
Sikeston Community Broadcasting 
Co., Sikeston, Mo.; B. Loring Schmidt 








Salem, Ore.; William Price, Burling- 
ton, N. C.; Burlington Broadcasting 
Co., Burlington, N. C.; Radio Corp- 
oration of Orlando, Orlando, Fla.; 
Contra Costa Broadcasting Co., Rich- 
mond, Calif.; Birney Imes, Tupelo, 
Miss.; J. I. Sims, Orangeburg, S. C.; 
Howard R. Imboden, Pulaski, Va.; 
and High Point Broadcasting Co., 
High Point, N. C. 

FM stations:—St. Louis Star-Times; 
Baltimore Sun; Ashland Broadcast- 
ing Co. Ashland, Ky.; St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch; Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
Gazette; Louisville Courier-Journal; 
Gibraltar Service Corp., Philadel- 
phia; New Bedford Standard-Mer- 
cury; United Broadcasting Co., 
Cleveland; Indianapolis Broadcasting 
Inc., Indianapolis; Washington Star; 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat; Oakland 
Tribune; San Bernardino, Calif., 
Sun; WJAR, Providence; WPRO, 
Providencgg and Boston Edison Co. 


Hartford Gets Crowded 


Hartford, June 23. 
Britain, has been 





WNEC, New 


granted permission by the FCC to 
move to Hartford. Station, one of 
the Arde Bulova clan, has maintained 
a branch studio in Hartford. 

Now four stations in the city. Are, 
besides WNBC, WTHT, WDRC and 








NEWS-NAME IN RADIO 





on your own station .. for your 
OWN sponsor .. at your own rate 


“The best reporter ever to take to the airlanes” 
—says a leading trade publication! 
on your radio schedule”—quotes the radio editor 
of a large metropolitan daily! 
Monday thru Friday, Fulton Lewis, Jr. commands 
an audience of millions on 165 Mutual stations, 
representing a larger number of sponsors than 
any other radio personality. You're really missing 
the best bet of the year if you haven't sold 
Fulton Lewis, Jr. in your town. 


“A must 


Every night, 





It'll prove the 


easiest selling job and the most resultful pro- 


gram you've ever had the pleasure to offer. 
busy noww—he’s yours to sponsor at only your 


one time quarter hour 


Get 


rate per week! WIRE, 


PHONE or WRITE to WM. B. DOLPH, WOL, 


WASHINGTON. D. C. 


i 


ORIGINATING FROM WA)L washincton, p. c. 


dfiiliated 


rh rhe MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 








Gable Would Enlist 


Continued from page 1 


was to follow. Tracy is said to be 
applying for an Air Corps commis- 
sion like Gable’s and Taylor will 
probably be in uniform within 60 
days. This triangular loss leaves a 
big gap in Metro’s male oomph di- 
vision. 
Plans are to send. Gable to vari- 
ous air force replacement training 
centers specializing in navigation, 
gunnery, radio and engineering 
where he will explain the type and 
importance of air crew jobs. 
Gable has been pressuring strongly 
in recent months for an okay to be- 
come more closely identified with 
the war effort than through appear- 
ances in fund raising campaigns, 
Government shorts or features with 
a war background. He is 41, and 
has long been interested in flying. 
Despite assurances from the White 
House some time age that he could 
be as valuable in pictures, if not 
more so, than in any branch of the 
service, the heightened tempo of war 
since then has found Gable more 
restless than previously. 
Gable’s case is typical of the dif- 
ficulties confronting studios in keep- 
ing even older top-ranking male 
stars, not eligible for active service 
due to age or other reasons, satisfied 
with working in pictures, 

Flock of Others 
Among important male picture 
names who have abandoned screen 
careers to go into service are Robert 
Montgomery, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
James Stewart, Laurence Olivier, 
Leslie Howard, Richard Greene, 
David Niven, Ronald Reagan, Tony 
Martin, William Holden, Jeffrey 
Lynn, George O’Brien, Gene Ray- 
mond, Ralphy Bellamy, Stirling 
Hayden, Wayne Morris and Burgess 
Meredith. 
Others soon to go are Robert 
Cummings, Victor Mature, George 
Brent, George Montgomery, Tyrone 
Power, Van Heflin and Tim Holt. 
Errol Flynn, with a 4F draft rat- 
ing, is trying to get a war job that 
will take him to England. Gene 
Autry is trying for a post in the 
militia or in Washington. Lew 
Ayres is in the Medical Corps, Mel- 
vyn Douglas, though in civvies, 
spends a great deal of his time in 
Washington in the Office of Civilian 
Defense. 
In addition there are a number of 
younger players, who were being 
groomed for stellar rating, who have 
been called into service. Among 
these are Robert Sterling, Herbert 
Anderson, Dan Dailey, Jr., Russell 
Arms, Keith Douglas, Lee Frederick 
and Robert Smith. Dan Tobin, who 
achieved importance in ‘Woman of 
the Year,’ is slated to leave in about 
two months, 
Exodus of male stars first threat- 
ened immediately following the out- 
break of the U. S.-Japanese war last 
December when practically all ac- 
tors, whether eligible or otherwise, 
were on the point of deserting the | 
studios en masse to go into some | 
branch of the armed forces. Film 
producers acknowledged at the time 
that a grave crisis threatened the en- 
tire industry. The official Govern- 
ment classification of motion picture 
production as an essential industry, 
while granting no blanket defer- 
ments, was construed as an effort to 
impress upon actors that there was 
no stigma attached to staying in the 
profession so long as they were not 
needed in uniform. 

Metro has only two stories defin- 
itely slanted for Gable and these 
can be adapted to another male star 
if Gable is soon inducted into the 
Air Corps. Theories are ‘The Sun 
is My Undoing’ and an untitled Air 
Force drama. Both scripts are in- 
complete. 








Montgomery, Mature In 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Two he-men of the screen, George 
Montgomery and Victor Mature, re- | 
tire from pictures to answer Uncle | 
Sam’s call to the Army, July 15 and 
25, respectively. 
Montgomery is playing in ‘China 
Girl’ at 20th-Fox and Mature in 
‘Sweet or Hot’ at RKO. 








Oliver Morton’s New Ci:i Job 


Chicago, June 23. 

Oliver Mortor is the newly ap- 
pointed spot and local sales manager 
of the NBC Central Division. He 
succeeds M. M. Boyd, who has a 
leave of absence to serve as lieuten- 
ant in Air Corps. 

Morton will continue to hold the 
title of special representative of 
Westinghouse stations. 








Glover Delaney, station manager | 





of WTHT, has been elected president | 
of the Advertising Club of Hartford. 


As-of-This-Press-Day It Looks 








Continued from page 2 


inception. And there hasn’t been 
much change in method since 1910. 
A new era is beginning. Art and 
literature have always been in- 
fluenced by history and contempor- 
ary history must influence the screen 
now.’ 








European Parallel 


Hornblow said that war and its 
ensuing material restrictions may 
well prove stimulating and lucrative, 
rather than otherwise. » 


Producer, who spent eight years 
with Paramount and seven years 
with Goldwyn prior to shifting to 
Metro, points to the results achieved 
in Europe (prior to the war) by pro- 
ducers limited in coin, because the 
imaginative rather than the realistic 
school of thought prevailed. He be- 
lieves that if the war shakes Holly- 
wood out of its lethargy, that in it- 
self would be a major and lasting 
benefit to the art and business of 
picture production. 


Hornblow noted, however, that the 
Government will have to make ex- 
ceptions to the set ceiling on some 
pictures if the industry is to continue 
to hold its audiences, The casting 
problem remains, of course, the most 
serious hurdle now confronting pro- 
ducers. Hornblow pointed out that 
even England, hardpressed for man- 
power, permitted actors to be re- 
leased from active service periodic- 
ally to make occasional pictures. 
He is of the opinion that the Ameri- 
can government will before long also 
follow suit, allowing name players to 
return to Hollywood for six weeks 
or so to make occasional pictures 
with which to bolster the entire 
product output. 


Hollywood will not make any such 
requests and wants no concessions. 
If such temporary releases from ac- 
tive service are allowed they would 
have to be spontaneously arrived at 
by Government officials. Meantime 
American audiences would have to 
make allowances for the death of 


fresh faces and repetitious casting in 


pictures just as British and other 
European theatregoers have done. 
Hornblow has two stories which he 


is tm niek fram rot Naten 


aw eu MAcn 44 VG4i as his 4, wd 4¥a0 AU 
production. One of ‘Quo ‘adis’ and 
the other ‘Song of the Red Army.’ 


Like Watson-Needlers 





Are Losing 


Washington, June 23. 
Prof. Goodwin Watson’s FCC pay. 
roll connection was made more se- 
cure last week when House con- 
ferees on the Independent Offices 


Appropriation bill yielded to the 
Senate in wrangling over forbidding 
use of taxpayers’ money beyond June 
30 to compensate the former Co- 
lumbia University faculty member 
now heading the Foreign Broadcast 
Monitoring Service. 

One of the House negotiators, Rep 
Joe Starnes of Albama, refused to 
sign this part of the compromise, 
which practically ends three months 
of arguing whether Dr. Watson 
should be dropped because of alleged 
sympathy with subversive principles, 
Starnes, as a member of the House 
Unamericamisin Investigating Com- 





mittee (Dies committee), steered the 
fight to dislodge the pedagog. 

Final action on the proposition is 
due in both branches of Congress 
this week. 








B’way Ass’n 
Continued from page 2 


due to wartime travel restrictions 
and gas and tire rationing. 

An embargo on long-distance bus 
travel for pleasure purposes is ex- 
pected shortly from U. S. Coordina- 
tor Joseph Eastman, reports indicat- 
ing that this regulation will be 
placed in force around July 1. East- 
man, from reports, plans to elim- 
inate bus travel for pleasure and 
consolidate bus travels for utilita- 
rian purposes in any event. 

Argument has been advanced that 
if football games. are held in New 
York, tecoming more accessible to 
the major portion of their audience, 
transportation facilities of all types 
would thus be released for war pur- 
poses. Simultaneously, games in 
Manhattan would hypo business at 
theatres, restaurants, stores and 
hotels. 

Cooperating with the Broadway 
Association in the plan to move foot- 
ball to New York are Mayor La- 
Guardia, E. G. Barrow, president of 
the Yankees; Horace Stoneham, pres- 
ident of the Giants; Percy C. Mag- 
nus, president of the New York 
Bogard of Trade; C. N. Nichols, ex- 
ecutive director of the New York 
Convention & Visitors Bureau of 
the Commerce and Industry Associ- 
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hank You..... 


KATE SMITH 
TED COLLINS 
GENERAL FOODS 


P.S.—Resuming with THE KATE 
SMITH HOUR in September. 


ation of New York. 
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| Am Grateful 


Olyn Landick. 
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IBEW FIGHTS GAL ENGINEERS 


KML, ST.LOUIS 
IN OHA. oTRIKE 


Union Raises Issue That Re- 
placements Must Come 
From Membership — This 
Would Wean Male Engi- 
neers From Lower to High- 
er Rated Stations Before 
Women Could Be Eligible 


—_——___ 


TO ARBITRATE 





St. Louis, June 23. 

A five-hour strike Tuesday (16) 
silenced KMOX, 50,000-watter outlet 
of the CBS here, when a femme en- 
gineer-trainee was hired over the 
protest of the IBEW, Local 1277. The 
strife is to be settled by arbitration. 
When 21 radio engineers left, Merle 
S. Jones, manager of the station, de- 
clared the walkout was a violation 
of the contract made last January. 
After the station’s switchboard was 
swamped with calls, Jones invited 
Frank Castanie, prez of the local, to 
a.confab at the station, where he 
pointed out that machinery for set- 
tlement of the dispute is contained 
in the contract. 

The pact calls for the appointment 
of a committee to settle such dis- 
agreements and, in the event they 


‘cannot settle it in that way, for the 


submission of any disputes to arb- 
tration. 

Castanie phoned international 
union execs at Washington and 
agreed to permit the men to return 
to work and submit the matter to 
arbitration. The turmoil started 
when Mrs. Leta Bush, an amateur 
radio operator, was employed as an 
engineer-trainee and was told she 
would receive full-scale union pay 
when she became a member of the 
union, but that she would be dis- 
missed and replaced by a former 
KMOX employee six months after 
the end of the war. The union re- 
fused te permit Mrs. Bush in the 
station’s studios and the union super- 
visor on duty refused to instruct her. 
According to Jones, Castanie de- 
manded Mrs. Bush’s discharge with- 
in an hour and when Jones refused 
to heed the — the men walked 
out. 

The underlying question in the 
KMOX controversy is of major in- 
terest to broadcasters throughout the 
country. Both the networks and 
indie station operators expect to be 
stymied in their move to train 
women technicians to replace those 
male employees called into the serv- 
ice should the union hold to the 
principle involved in the KMOX 
case, 

The union has no objection to 
broadcasters engaging women tech- 
nicians providing there is not avail- 
able within the local union’s juris- 
diction a male union member who 
is capable of filling the spot. Since 
practically all such male members 
are already employed by other sta- 
tions, insistence on this principle 
means that the openings, especially 
when they pay higher wages, will 
be filled by the process of weaning 
men away from other stations. The 
technicians union takes the view that 
a member of senior standing has the 
right to monetary advancement and 
that it should not be of any concern 
to the station paying the higher 
wage whether his hiring may make 
it tough on the replacement capa- 
bilities of some smaller competitor. 
That, holds the on, is the concern 
Strictly of the latter station. 


WEW YORK'S NEWEST STATION 
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“WLIB is fost becoming © feverite 
with motinee 
Ben Gross, N. ¥. ‘DAILY 








| Warner of CBS to Write 


War Communiques For 
Major-General Surles 


Washington, June 22. 

Albert L. Warner, for the past two 
years chief local CBS commentator, 
joins the Army soon as principal 
war communique writer. He joins 
the bureau of public relations at the 
request of Maj. Gen. Alexander D. 
Surles who was impressed with his 
microphone handling of war news. 

Warner’s spot on the web sched- 
ules will be filled temporarily by 
Erie Sevareid, with Jack Purcell, 
former New York Daily News leg- 
man, as stand-by. Before signing up 
with CBS, Warner was chief of the 
New York Herald Tribune bureau 
here and earlier covered Albany for 
the Herald Trib. 








Civic Events Bulletins 
Cooperatively Sponsored 


Worcester, June 23. 

Group of non-competitive local 
merchants are sponsoring over 
WTAG a daily half-hour program 
which seeks to acquaint newcomers 
to the town with civic matters. Isa- 
bel Whitaker, the program’s m.c., 
welcomes the new residents and de- 
scribes Worcester’s places of inter- 
est, schools, clubs, stores and serv- 
ices. 

New arrivals are invited to appear 
as guests and they will receive the- 
atre passes, etc. An orchid is award- 
ed “The Worcester Woman of the 
Week,’ with the selection made on 
the basis of service or anniversary. 
Resnik-Miller agency, of New Haven, 
produces and operates the program. 


WCPO Marks a Milestone 


Cincinnati, June 23. 

Celebrating five years of its policy 
of broadcasting news every hour on 
the hour, WCPO, Cincinnati, last 
week pulled several promotion 
stunts. News and sports stories of 
five years ago were broadcast again. 
There was also a party for young- 
sters whose fifth birthday fell on that 
day, with Mayor James Garfield 
Stewart giving each kid five War 
Stamps. 

Affair was ballyhooed via a series 
of six half-page newspaper ads pre- 
ceding Friday (19), the day of the 
celebration. 











Expand Hughes Schedule 


American Home Products has add- 
ed Friday and Sunday to John B. 
Hughes’ schedules, giving the news 
commentator four spots from that 
one account, on Mutual at 10 p.m. 
Hughes started off with Tuesday 
and Wednesday periods. He will do 
a sustaining broadcast for Mutual 
on Saturdays also. 

The other two 10-10:15 p.m. 
niches of the week will be occupied 
by Raymond Gram Swing for Gen- 
eral Cigar. The expansion of 
Hughes’ schedules will require Swing 
to accept some earlier period on Mu- 
tual if he wants to do some sus- 
taining programs. Swing is set to go 
with NBC Sept. 1. 


‘Answer Man’ on KDYL 


Salt Lake City, June 23. 
Beginning July 1 KDYL will air 
"The Answer Man’ for General Cigar 
twice weekly. 
Transcribed 
Mitchell. 





version by Al 





John Galbraith Sponsored 


San Francisco, June 23. 

John Galbraith, KGO newscaster, 
has been graduated to his own pro- 
gram, ‘News by John Galbraith,’ for 
Sensation cigarets. 

The station’s ‘George Applegate— 
News’ has been renewed for a sec- 
ond year by Foreman & Clark cloth- 
ing firm. 





David Grimes, chief engineer of 
Philco corporation, was upped to 
vice-president last week in charge 
of engineering. Joseph H. Gillies, 
works manager, named vice-presi- 
dent in charge of radio production, 
and Robert ¥F. Herr, manager of the 
company’s parts and service division, 
made vice-president in charge of 
service. 





Promote NBC NBC Daytimers 


Portland, ¢ Ore., June 23. 

Promotion campaign to popularize 
NBC daytime serials has been started 
by KGW, the network’s local outlet. 
The drive is called Greater KGW 
Summer Serial Season and was 
launched with a full-page ad in “The 
- epaearited followed by 10 smaller 
a 

Idea is to acquaint new and fu- 
ture housewives about the NBC-Red 
serials. The first week of the cam- 
paign KGW held five ‘Bride’s Break- 
fasts’ at a local restaurant, with 20 
brides and brides-to-be invited. After 
the eggs and coffee, the fenimes par- 
ticipated in a 15-minute broadcast, 
discussing the entertainment and 
educational value of serials. 

Homer Welch was m.c. and the 
‘breakfast’ portion of the campaign 
was handled by Peggy Williams, 
KGW director of women's activities. 





Cheerioats and Wheaties are now 
sponsoring the baseball broadcasts 
on KSO, Des Moines, and WNAX, 
Fargo, on alternating days. Broad- 
casts are handled by Gene Shumate 
on KSO and Don O’Brien on WNAX. 





+ Radio Daffodils -« 


New York City—Press stunt pulled Monday night (22) by WOR-Mutual 
for commentator John Hughes involved some novel angles. Cocktails and 
dinner were held on board a Chinese junk owned by Al Nilson, WOR en- 
gineer, who lives on it year-round, anchored off New Rochelle, N. Y.... 
Guests for the affair were taken from WOR to New Rochelle in taxicabs, 





as private cars or special busses were unobtainable. 


Food for the meal, 


supplied by Ruby Foo’s Chinese restaurant, N. Y., was also transported by 


cab. 





Schenectady, N. Y¥. Coincidence:—WGY recently interrupted a broad- 
cast of the serial, ‘Aunt Jenny’ to carry air-raid alarm test signals on 


orders of the First Interceptor Command. 


At the end of the test the 


broadcast of ‘Aunt Jenny’ was resumed, and the first words the local au- 
dience heard were,‘ I saw no reason for coming in sooner.’ 





Forbes New WCCO Boss 


William E. Forbes has become 
manager of WCCO, Minneapolis, 
succeeding Earl Gammons who has 
been made director of CBS’ Wash- 
ington office. 

Forbes had been assistant to Don 
Thornburgh, CBS v.p. in Los An- 
geles, for the past four years. 








‘Victory Through Christ’ 
Goes on WLIB, Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge Baptist Church, Brook- 
lyn, has placed ‘Victory through 
Christ,’ a religious series originat- 
ing in the church, 4-4:30 p.m. Sun- 
days over WLIB, Brooklyn. 

Richard L. Robinson, pastor of the 
church, will conduct the program. 





> 


more people listen to 


oe 


Ps 


local shows of 


the following 
types on WOR than to 


similar local shows on 


any other New York 


radio station... . 





COMEDY, SPORTSCASTERS, SPORTS BROADCASTS, NEWS, 
QUIZ SHOWS, CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS, WOMEN’S 
PARTICIPATING PROGRAMS, HALF-HOUR EVENING SHOWS 





TIMEBUYERS, 
ADVERTISERS... 


Is your show, perhaps, similar to one 
of the types mentioned above? Is it be- 
ing exposed to its greatest potential 
audience? Remember that a loss of even 
1% in New York may mean thousands 


of possible customers who are not hear- 


ing your message! 








at 1440 Broadway, 
in New York 
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FLY REPRISES HIS FAVORITE SONG: 








0 MEN RUN RADIO AND THE N.A.B. 


Personalities Prevail During Testimony—Congress- 


men Deflect Chairman From His Line of Pres- 


interests to ask for legislation and 
took the slant that the law-makers 
should give considerable weight to 
persons running a business when 


entation — ‘Rocking the Boat’ Interpretations | studying the effect of legislation or 


Wide Apart 





Washington, June 23. 
James L. Fly, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
last week continued on the witness 


stand before the Congressional Com- 
mittee probing the nature of broad- 
casting and the policemen thereof. 
Fly was candid in his bitterness 
toward NBC and CBS and toward 
the National- Association of Broad- 
casters which he held to be the 
creature of the networks. Congress- 
men gave Fly a sharp prodding with 
questions and forced many detours 
from his central thesis by the chair- 
man. As before, however, Fly proved 
an agile self-reliant witness. 

Sarcastically Fly said the factions 
fighting the antimonopoly regulations 
are putting on a ‘false front’ of con- 
cern about free speech and public 
service. Actually Fly insisted over 
and over again, the chains exercise 
a distasteful and dangerous degree 
of control over public opinion, boss 
the trade associations, and harass 
the Commish by inspiring Congres- 
gional hearings or running into 
court, 

St. Louis Recalled 


The St. Louis convention poke at 
the N.A.B.—'it’s like a dead mack- 
erel in the moonlight; it shines and 
stinks’—was echoed throughout Fly’s 
testimony. Acknowledging the phrase 
is his ‘choice description of the trade 
body, Fly told the House crowd he 
firmly believes ‘it would be a good 
idea to change the management of 
the N.A.B.’ because as things stand 
the major part of the broadcasting 
industry is ‘dominated from New 
York.” Two men virtually dictate 
the fate of 900-odd licensees, he 
wailed. If Congress wants to toler- 
ate this condition, legislation should 
be written specifically permitting 
chain managements to rule the oper- 
ations of all affiliates, he advised. 

Pyrotechnics began Wednesday 
(17) after Fly had spent more than 
an hour of his third appearance be- 
fore the lawmakers telling about all 
neon-broadcasting aspects of Com- 
mish work. Several members prod- 
ded him into discussing the Sanders 
bill, with Rep James McGranery 
of Pennsylvania forcing the issue by 
inquiring of Chairman Clarence F. 
Lea whether ‘any of this (Fly’s com- 
mentary) relates to the legislation.’ 
In fast order, Rep Jared Y. Sanders, 
sponsor of the reorganization plan; 
Charles Wolverton, ranking Republi- 
can; Clarence J. Brown of Ohio, Carl 
Hinshaw of California, Michael J. 
Kennedy of New York, and Virgil 
Chapman of Kentucky were hurling 
verbal hand grenades. 

During his three days before the 


= 


regulation on such lines of activity. 
He said he was ‘deeply impressed’ by 





Fly Passes Test 





Washington, June 23. 

Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee today (Tuesday) con- 
firmed the nomination of James 
L. Fly for a second term as 
chairman of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. The 
extension is seven years. 

Fly had meanwhile done a six- 
hour stand before the committee 
in closed session. His principal 
interrogator was Sen. Charles 
Tobey, of New Hampshire. 








lawmakers. Fly registered these 
principal points: 

1. Except for specific changes en- 
abling the regulators to do their war 
work better, no legislation should be 
enacted at such crucial times. 

2. Outstanding objections to the 
Sanders bill are the ‘bifurcation’ of 
the regulatory agency, opportunity 
for great delay through hearings and 
interventions, loss of control over 
station sales, legalizing of manage- 
ment contracts, and inadequacy of 
the examiner-hearing system. 

3. Fear of censorship is a ‘bugaboo’ 
created by the chains to cover up ef- 
forts to dodge regulation for protec- 
tion of the public. 

4. There is no slighting of common 
carriers or over-concentration of ef- 
fort on broadcasting regulation, 


‘The Whole Cake’ 


Fly’s suggestion that Congress 
leave things alone during the war 
plunged him into a laugh-provoking 
row with Rep. James Simpson of 
Pennsylvania. One of the best ways 
to avoid rocking the boat, Simpson 
observed, would be to put the net- 
work reform rules on the shelf, thus 
lessening agitation for new legisla- 
tion and ending court controversies. 
The head regulator retorted ‘it would 
be simpler for those two networks 
to write a one-paragraph letter that 
their contracts will be construed in 
accordance the regulations.’ 
Simpson countered ‘you want to 
have the whole cake.’ 
fm Networks and commentators were 
applauded by Rep Patrick and 
Kennedy, with Fly admitting ‘on the 
whole, the broadcasting industry has 
done a very good job’ of helping the 
war effort. Broadcasters ‘entered 
this war in the same spirit as the 
rest of us; they have made a great 
contribution,’ Fly acknowledged. 

Fly’s comment about the ‘big in- 
terests’ running to Congress fre- 
quently irritated Representative 
Wolverton. The New Jersey Repub- 
lican sermonized that it is ‘truly 
American’ for persons with special 


with 
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the knowledge, character, and sin- 
cerity of persons urging enactment 
of the Sanders bill, challenging Fly 
to ‘give us the background of the 
commission’ so the committee can 
tell how much weight to give their 
views. This line of discussion pro- 
voked Congressman Brown to ob- 
serve Washington is jammed with 
alleged ‘experts,’ including youths 
who aren’t dry behind the ears. 


Who’s Who 


Fly retorted with remarks that 
William S. Paley formerly was a 
cigar manufacturer, Harry Butcher 
came into radio from the fertilizer 
industry, and Frank Russell was a 
newspaperman. In direct jibes at 
the latter two, vice presidents for 
CBS and NBC, Fly observed ‘when 
one of those men comes in to see you 
he talks with a lot more influence 
than just a man from Iowa.’ 


When he finally got around to his 
concrete objections to the pending 
legislation, Fly was most emphatic 
in protesting the idea of splitting 
the commission into sections dealing 
with public and private communica- 
tions and reducing the chairman to 
the role of executive officer. 

When’ Representative Hinshaw 
argued the Interstate Commerce 
Commission functions efficiently in 
panels, Fly maintained that broad- 
casting cannot be separated from 
other phases of communications. 
There is much overlapping in re- 
gard to allocation of frequencies, he 
noted, and the relations between 
broadcasters and the telephone sys- 
tem often dovetail. Hinshaw pressed 
Fly about the reason for the Com- 
mission’s concern with ‘business as- 
pects of broadcasting,’ and Sanders 
wanted to know why everything re- 
lating to monopoly in radio should 
not be left to the Justice Depart- 
ment. Fly told Hinshaw it would 
be ‘unfortunate’ if the FCC could 
not exercise supervision over busi- 
ness practices because the ‘mandate 
of the statute is clear’ in regard to 
monopoly. He advised Sanders ‘we 
should not be compelled to build up 
a monopoly for the Department of 
Justice to tear down.’ 

‘Long Step Backward’ 

Splitting up the Commish ‘would 
be a long step backward,’ Fly as- 
serted, and ‘there is no point at all 
in having a chairman of a commis- 
sion if he is only to have the atro- 
phied functions which this bill com- 
mits to him.’ 

Limiting the Commission’s right to 
delegate functions to individual 
members or subordinates is undesir- 
able, because it would greatly in- 
crease the amount of work and red 
tape, delaying action on numerous 
propositions that should be disposed 
of rapidly, Fly argued. Unless the 
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Commish can make grants without 
formal hearings, newcomers would 
be virtually barred from the broad- 
casting business, since the bill ‘re- 
wards legal maneuvers and obstruc- 
tive tactics.’ 

The legislative proposal to allow 
more interventions in Commish pro- 
ceedings is especially unwise, Fly 
said. Noting the regulators have 
‘generally been liberal’ in allowing 
paiticipation in cases, he said the 
suggested scheme ‘would make in- 
evitable the presence of a _ great 
many parties,’ besides depriving the 
Commish of practically all ‘discre- 
tion in drafting the issues’ for hear- 
ings. By widening the door for in- 
| tervenors, Congress would make pos- 
| sible ‘a great field day for lawyers.’ 

On this point, the chairman pointed 
out only 20% of all petitions to in- 
tervene which have been considered 
were turned down. Since the pres- 
ent policy—involving a showing of 
real interest—there have been 217 
petitions presented, 124 granted, 37 
dismissed, 12 withdrawn, and 44 de- 
nied. 

The examiner system—which all 
parties before the committee have 
indorsed—is unwise because it does 
not point up the issues, in Fly’s view. 
Present modus operandi—where the 
| Commish hands down ‘proposed find- 
ings’-—is far superior because ‘the 
parties are thus in a position to be 
able to address themselves intelli- 
gently to the issues which the Com- 
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,mission considers important.’ He 
maintained the existing technique 
‘saves time and effort for both the 
{Commission and the parties,’ elimi- 


Patriotic Ritual 





Cincinnati, June 23. 

Suggestion of WCKY’s Jerry 
Belcher to have a color guard 
sound ‘Retreat’ and ‘Call to 
Colors’ every evening at 6 p.m. 
when the Flag on Fountain 
Square, in the heart of town, is 
lowered, has been approved by 
local Navy and Marine Corps 
officials and C, O. Sherrill, city 
manager. 

During the ceremony traffic 
near the spot is halted for 40 
seconds. 








nating ‘needless waste of energy.’ 

There is no basis for contentions 
the Commish is loathe to change its 
mind after announcing a tentative 
decision, Fly declared. In 53% cf 
all cases, counsel accepted the pro- 
posed findings; in 24% whereexcep- 
tions were filed the Commish re- 
versed itself, while in 13% the pro- 
posed findings were modified. Only 
76 of 160 tentative decisions were 
challenged, and the analysis ‘leaves 
little doubt that the Commission 
considers exceptions and oral argu- 
ment with an open mind.’ 

The bill would legitimatize man- 
agement contracts which the Com- 
mish has undertaken to outlaw, Fly 
protested. By dropping a few words 
from the present statute, proponents 
of the Sanders bill would deny the 
Commish authority to pass on trans- 
fers of frequencies granted licensees. 
He said ‘these contracts are not in 
the public interest because they re- 
sult in a shifting of the responsibility 
for the operation of a station from 
the licensee to a third person.’ 
Congress shouldn’t allow dissatis- 
fied parties to go into any court for 
review of decisions, the Commish 
head insisted. Stations generally 
have Washington counsel, records 
are kept here, and the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals is the 
most convenient place to litigate dis- 
putes. By broadening the review 
privileges, Congress would saddle 
many applicants with unfair burdens 
and help entrench the ‘vested inter- 
ests.’ 


HI BROWN PRODUCING 
‘LITTLETOWN, U. S. A.’ 


‘Littletown, U. S. A.,” dramatic 
series about how the everyday 
American people are meeting the 
war emergency, will air 1.35-2 p.m. 
Sundays on CBS, starting July 5. 
Stories will be told by an informal, 
friendly sort of narrator, in the man- 
ner of ‘Our Town.’ Show is a sus- 
tainer. 


Himan Brown will produce and 
direct the series and work on the 








script with Millard Lampel and 
Julian Funt. Emery Deutsch or- 
chestra will provide background 


and cue music. 





Mary Martin’s Songs 
‘Hollywood, June 23. 


Mary Martin will handle most of 
the vocals when she and Bob Crosby 
replace Bing Crosby while the latter 
vacations from his Kraft Music Hall, 
following the broadcast of June 25. 
Bing remains away until Sept. 3. 

In addition to a weekly duet with 
Bob, Mary will do five solos, plus 
another with Victor Borg accom- 
panying. Both will share the patter 
portions and mc.’ing, 


Orders NBC To 
File Reply In 
Mutual Suit 


_ 


Chicago, June 23. 
In Mutual network's $10,000,000 
triple-damage suit against NBC. 
RCA for violation of Sherman anti- 
trust laws, Judge John Barnes in the 
federal courts here yesterday (Mon- 
day) ordered NBC to file an answer 
to the Mutual suit within 30 days. 
NBC had previously filed a mo- 
tion for a bill of particulars by the 
plaintiff, explaining in further detail 
just what the charged violations 
are. Judge Barnes ruled that Mu- 
—— not have to give additional 
acts. 





N. Y. Trial Starts Oct. 8 

Trial date has been set in New 
York for the NBC and CBS peti- 
tion to restrain the Federal Com- 
munications Commission from put- 
ting its new rules on relations he- 
tween networks and affiliated sta- 
tions into effect. The case will be 
tried before a special tribunal of 
three Federal judges Oct. 8. 

By a split decision the U. S. su- 
preme court ruled that the three- 
judge court was invested with au- 
thority to determine the equity of 
any prospective action by a Govern- 
ment bureau even though the lat- 
ter’s regulatory precincts are speci- 
fied by law. 


SEEK ACTIVITY STEP-UP 
IN RADIO INSTRUCTION 


Boston, June 23. 
Expansion of radio instruction in 
the city high schools and the pos- 
sibility of obtaining a 24-room school 
for radio technicians under sponsor- 
ship of the Army Signal Corps is 
being studied by the Boston beard 
of school superintendents. 
Dismayed because only two 
schools are giving instruction in ra- 
dio techniques, though one—Boston 
Trade School—operates on a 24-hour 
basis, the school committee directed 
its superintendents to attempt to ob- 
tain federal government support for 
an expanded program to be inaugu- 
rated in the Fall. 
Students at Boston Trade School 
are paid $1,440 a year by the federal 
government while they are learning 
this vital skill. A less ambitious 
radio course is given at Charlestown 
High School. 
Asst. Supt. Michael J. Downey, in 
charge of defense training, warned 
that expansion, probably would be 
held up by shortages of supplies and 
teachers, adding that although the 
$90 weekly salary for radio instruc- 
tors was attractive, there were few 
available for school work. 


Utah Loop Names Rep 
Intermountain Network, which 
consists of KLO, Ogden-Salt Lake 
City; KOVO, Provo, and KEUB, 
Price, Utah, has named Joseph Her- 
shey McGillvra as its national sales 
rep. 

The outlets are affiliated with 














Mutual. 
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~ COL Now OWT's Foreign Division 





Richard Dana, Jerry Ross, Sidney Sloan, Harold 
McGee, Josef Marais 


Richard Dana, formerly a collabo- 
rator on the ‘March of Time’ script, 
has joined the radio branch of the 
Foreign Division (formerly the Co- 
ordinator of Information) of the 
Office of War Information. He’s a 
writer in the features division. Jerry 
Ross, former serial scripter, has 
joined the same organization in a 
similar capacity. 

Sidney Sloan, radio actor-writer, 
has joined the foreign language sec- 
tion of the same outfit, while Harold 
McGee, radio director, is supervising 
foreign language programs and 
Josef Marais, who does the ‘African 
Trek’ series on the Blue network, 
handles South African shows. 





Waltz Marries, Joins Army 
Cincinnati, June 23. 

Secret of his marriage two days 
earlier leaked out Wednesday (17) 
just before Gordon Waltz, on WLW'’s 
production staff since 1936, was to 
supervise his final broadcast of the 
‘Everybody’s Farm’ program. The 
organist played Wagner’s Wedding 
March and announcement of the 
wedding was made. 

Waltz was inducted into the Army 
the following day. 


What happened 


when all 5 Pittsburgh 
radio stations carried 











the same program at 
the same time? 





Perfect test 


PROVE? 
WCAE popularity! 


All 5 Pittsburgh stations carried 
the same government- 
approved program at 7 to 
7:30 P.M. Saturdays, Feb. 21 
to May 9—a bullet-proof set- 
up for a popularity check. 

The HOOPER Continuing 
Measurement of Radio Listen- 
ing Report on that time period, 
December through April, 
shows these averages: 


(% of Listeners) 
WCAE 31.3 
Station B 26.6 
Station C 14.1 
Station D 9.4 
Station E 7.8 


Conclusive proof of WCAE's 
popularity. Same program— 
same time—all stations .. . 
and most Pittsburghers tuned 
to WCAE! 


* . * 
Tot Kotwlla. 
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Wind Rips WDAF Tower 


Kansas City, June 23. 

Electrical rainstorm which 
brought over two inches of rain to 
the city within two hours caused 
severe damage to Station WDAF’s 
transmitter tower located in John- 
son County (Kansas) as the steel 
structure broke in half under the 
force of more than 50-mile wind 
velocity. Tower buckled at 12:30 
a.m. when station had been off the 
air half an hour and a temporary 
aerial was put into use in time to 
resume broadcasting at 6 a.m. with- 
out any loss of time. 

Stewart Williams, transmitter en- 
gineer, with Joe Flaherty, chief en- 
gineer, and Dean Fitzer, commercial 
manager, were on hand all night 
supervising the work which put into 
use a copper wire aerial strung be- 
tween two telephone poles pre- 
viously erected on the trensmitter 
site for just such an emergency. 


MORE STRICT 
BAN ON RADIO 
BUILDING 


Washington, June 23. 

Further freezing of radio station 
construction, imposing restrictions 
on experimentation as well as on 
specialized services, has been recom- 
mended to the FCC and the War 
Production Board by the Defense 
Communications Board to curtail the 
consumption of strategic materials. 

Proposal would forbid any release 
of strategic materials for amateur 
or Class 3 experimental stations and 
would require convincing showing 
of vital military or public need be- 
fore permit is issued for construction 
cf police, emergency, aeronautical, 
motion picture, forestry, fire, and 
similar plants. 

Relaxation of the operating ban 
imposed on amateurs since the Pearl 
Harbor attack was in prospect, how- 
ever, when the FCC and Office of 
Civilian Defense began arranging to 
use such stations for civilian defense 
work. The D.C.B. paved the way by 
specifying that ‘national security and 
defense and the successful conduct 
of the war demand that all stations 
in the War Emergency Radio Serv- 
ice shall be subject to control super- 
vision, inspection or closure’ by the 
FCC. 

To provide two-way communica- 
tion in ease enemy attacks disrupt 
wire lines, selected amateurs will be 
recruited to construct and man de- 
fense stations, Transmitters are ex- 
pected to be made of left-overs and 
spares now on the shelves and will 
be low power—probably not using 
more than 25 watts, considered 
enough to cover 10 miles—to avoid 
interference with more important 
services. Frequencies over 112,000 
ke. have been staked out by the FCC 
for such operation. 


J. Stirling Getchell Makes 
Slight Capital Change 


Albany, June 23. 

J. Stirling Getchell, Ine., New 
York, has decreased its capital stock 
from 10,488 to 10,301 shares. in- 
stead of 2,750 shares of preferred 
at $100 par value, the advertising 
agency now has 2,568 shares of pre- 
ferred. The total authorized num- 
ber of common shares, no par value, 
remains at 7,738. 

Hughes, Hubbard & Ewing were 
the attorneys filing papers on the 
change with the Secretary of State. 

















Extend William Winter. 

Van Dyke Cigar has extended its 
sponsorship of William Winter, com- 
mentator, from the California Net- 
work to the CBS Pacifie link on the 
basis of two quarter-hours a week. 
Federal is the ageney. 

Another addition to the CBS Pa- 
cific Network is Bexel vitamin tab- 
lets (McKesson-Robbins), involving 
three five-minute periods a week of 
Dick Joy, newscaster. Placed by the 





J. D. Tarcher agency. 


Many Commentators At 
University of Colorado 


Denver, June 23. 
Special second-anniversary broad- 
cast of the University of Colorado's 
‘History in the Making’ series Thurs- 
day night (18) on KVOD, local Blue 
outlet, dealt with the sweeping 
changes that have occurred in 
American opinion since the program 
started in June, 1940, about the time 
of the fall of France. For the oc- 
casion, the show was expanded 

from 15 minutes to a half-hour. 


Novel aspect of the broadcast was 
its round-table form. Participating 
in the confab were Robert L 
Stearns, president of the university, 
m.c.; Dean Jacob Van Ek, Prof. 
James G. Allen and Prof. Frederick 
D. Bramhall, all university com- 
mentators. Earl C. Crockett, uni- 
versity economist and a regular 
panel member, is now a WPB divi- 
sion chief, so he was replaced in the 
discussion by Vernon Jensen, of 
the university faculty. 

Panel members usually discuss the 
topic in advance, then one of them 
goes on the air with a condensed 
version of all their ideas. Recorded 
edition of the series is supplied by 
the Rocky Mountain Radio Council 
and broadcast by KGIW, Alamosa, 
Col.; KIUP, Durango, Col.; KFXJ, 
Grand Junction, CoL; KDFN, Casper, 
Wyo.; KVRS, Rock Springs, Wyo. 
KWYO, Sheridan, Wyo., and KGEK, 
Sterling, Cal. 





AFRA Carries Through ChiConvention; 
Only Couple Dozen Have to Travel 





Last week’s suggestion by the 
Government that national conven- 
tions and similar organizational 
gatherings should be curtailed or 
cancelled this year will not affect 
the annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists, 
scheduled for Aug. 29-30 in Chicago. 
The union executives note that the 


Government's proposal was aimed at 
large get-togethers, whereas. the 
AFRA conclaves involves only a 
couple of dozen people. 

According to the AFRA leaders, 
fewer delegates will probably be 
sent to this year’s convention by the 
New York, Los Angeles and other 
locals, so the number of people ac- 
tually traveling will be a negligible 
factor in the national transportation 
setup. It’s also pointed out that 
matters settled at the convention 
normally obviate numerous trips 
across the country by representa- 
tives of the various locals. 

Probably not more than half-a- 
dozen representatives will go to the 
Chicago confabs from New York, 
with possibly even less from Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and the other 
locals. The Chicago delegation, be- 





ing on its home grounds, will doubt- 
less be full-strength. But, as always, 
each delegation will carry proxy 
voting strength proportionate to its 
local membership. 


BEECHNUT CIGARETTES 
IDLE FOR SUMMER 


Beechnut cigarettes (Lorillard) is 
paring its.,spot schedule for the sum- 
mer and will likely wind up with 
but two markets, Syracuse and New 
York, remaining on its list. 

The same manufacturer’s Sensa- 
tion brand is on the other hand ex- 
panding its spot schedule, having 
just added KGO, San Francisco, and 
KIDO, Boise, for nightly 15-minute 
news programs. 


Stella Unger to H’wood 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Stella Unger, heard out of New 
York on NBC as ‘Your Hollywood 
News Giri, gets in July 8 for a 
three-week visit. 
She'll do her broadcasts from here 
during the stay. 

















Since Pearl Harbor, more bluejackets 
have enlisted from Detroit than from 
any other district in the nation. 


This didn’t just happen. 





“BLUES” 


worth cheering about! 








We're proud of Detroit’s men in navy 
blue... “blues” worth cheering about! 


Proud too, of the silver plaque presented 


to us “in appreciation of co-operation in 


furthering naval recruiting.” 


When recruiting offices sought assist- 


Still another “blue” we regard with 


ance, WJR assigned a staff member as 


civilian radio advisor. Dramatic broad- 


casts portraying life in Uncle Sam’s Navy 


ptide is our blue Minute Man flag... 


the first issued to any tadio station 


... emblematic of 100 per cent employee 


were created and produced. Navy news 


was aired in special newscasts. Naval 


acceptance of the pay roll savings plan 


for U. S. War Bonds. 


heroes recounted their thrilling experi- 


ences before WJR microphones. And 


enlistments swelled. 


BASIC STATION...COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





G. A. Richards, President ... Leo J. Fitzpatrick, 


e 





Vice President and General Manager 
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Edward Petry & Company, Ine, 
National! Representative 
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BEN BERNIE 
With Cesar Petrillo’s Orchestra, Jack 

Fulton, Kings Jesters, Gale Rob- 

bins, Russ Brown 
Variety 
P. K. WRIGLEY 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 5:45 p.m, 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Mayerhoff) 

Ben Bernie is back for Wrigley 
gum, with the same format as last 
year, a five-times-a-week late after- 
noon quarter hour. It’s heftier in 
general substance and, even more 
advantageously, lighter on the com- 
mercials. Show was almost a 
yowsah plugfest last season, and 
even the ole maestro, with his in- 
gratiatin musical con, couldn't 
quite offset the overly talkative 
commercials. Now he does it more 
palatably, further attuned to a 1942 
war-production keynote; that is, if 
you want a little respite, and still 
not lose a minute at the job, chew 
gum, Wrigley’s or any other chicle. 

In between Bernie intefsperses 
the competently tenoring Jack 
Fulton, the vocally rhythmic King’s 
Men, songstress Gale Robbins and 
Russ Brown, plus other by-name- 
mentioned salutes to the side men 
who take the riffs and the breaks in 
stride under Cesar Petrillo. 

The inclusion of the sundry 
variety specialists, and their manner 
of handling the small talk (such as 
Fulton and the Jesters, ex-Paul 
Whitemanites, with emphasis on the 
difference of money between the 
dean of maestros and the ole 
maestro) is good change of pace. 
Finale, per custom, is ‘Pleasant 
Dreams.’ 

Withal, at the 5:45 p.m. slot it’s a 
gsocko 15 minutes and the ‘chicle for 
defense’ commercial format sells 
well. ; Abel, 


‘ADOLF AND MRS. RUNYON’ 
With Bette Davis, Hans Conried, 

Arch Oboler, Charles Dant orch 
80 Mins. 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
AF-NBC, New York 

This 20th and final program of 
‘Arch Oboler’s ‘Plays for Americans’ 
series on NBC-Red from the Coast 
was obviously intended and expected 
to be something ultra. Script was 
written before Pearl Harbor, but 
was kept off the air at that time, 
reportedly because it was regarded 
as too explosive. Bette Davis played 
the principal part and Oboler him- 
self spoke at the close to express 
thanks to the listeners and to those 
who had participated in the series. 
It was supposed, quite plainly, to be 
an occasion. 

Under the circumstances, the na- 
ture of the show was all the less 
@xplicable. Miss Davis gave an in- 
cisive performance as one of those 
Oboler characters who talk to them- 
selves. Having just seen hubby off 
to an Army camp, she wished to 
God, as she drove home through 
Connecticut, that Hitler were there 
with her. She’d tell him a thing or 
two. Whereupon a_ hitch-hiker 
turned out to be Adolf himself. 
When he realized he was in America 
and thet a crazed woman was going 
to wreck the car to kill him, he blub- 
bered and sobbed in hysterical, cow- 
ardly terror. After the crash, Mrs. 
Runyon was told by rescuers that 
there’d been no one in the car with 
her. At that she was in a frenzy 
to see the next morning’s news- 
papers, apparently expecting to read 
of Der Fuehrer’s death. 

Doubtless that was fantasy and 
= it was supposed to be sym- 

lic, or something. It was fantas- 
tic, but what it all meant was best 
known to Oboler, and possibly Miss 
Davis and Hans Conried, who played 
Hitler with revolting effectiveness. 
It was pretty incomprehensible. 

Hobe. 


‘THE WILL TO FREEDOM’ 
War Dramas 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Leather -strips brought down hard 
on workers’ backs by jeering essoh- 
bees in Gestapo uniforms seems to 
be the dominant note of this series. 
It undertakes to make depravity 
vivid in terms of conquered nations’ 
resistance to their autocrats. It’s a 
mirror held up to hateful gentry 
and it’s likely to produce a hateful 
feeling. The series is a legitimate 
exhibit in the running debate on 
how much we must feel and what 
place feeling, as distinct from plan- 
ning and fighting, should play in this 
war. 

This episode concerned the Czechs. 
More especially the late, delightfully 
departed Heydrich, he of the flat- 
skulled, blonde Nordic bestiality. The 
script by Leigh White and Ranald 
MacDouglall was peppered with 
small incidents, captions, part dram- 
atized, part shouted. The direction 
of William N. Robson held them to- 
gether. But it was not a standout 
example of war propaganda. It re- 
iterated the familiar, and added the- 
atrical touches to the headlines. 

Fundamentally this sort of pro- 
gram does not need to be memo- 
rable, or even especially momentous 
or moving. It is one broadcast, one 
blow, one impression among many 
all designed to drive home to Amer- 
icans that this war isn’t a trifling 
matter involving a few economic 
gains or losses, but a challenge from 
creatures who feel, think, act, reason 
end aspire wholly differently from 
Americans. Land. 


LOU HOLTZ 
With Jeff Alexander Orchestra, Mil- 
dred Bailey, Stories, Songs, Music 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 7:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
That master ravonteur of the folk 
tales of the Bronx, Lou Holtz, is pre- 


offerings of the new and more imag- 
inative program department of the 
network. Apart from the faith in 
Holtz as a talented guy .iat CBS 
has revealed, perhaps the smartest 
CBS touch of all is in making it a 
quarter hour. This enables Holtz to 
spin two or three of his fancies in 
mutilated grammar. Holtz can prob- 
ably meet this material demand 
rather than 30 minutes or more, with 
plenty of salami to spare. Two—or 
three-—Holtz stories at 7:15 p.m. may 
become an ideal antipasto for the 
Sunday night radio diversion. 

It helps, too, that Mildred Bailey 
is there, torchy and wowy, and that 
Je:; Alexander’s :ausic is tastefully 
barbecued. 

Marx Loeb produced the quarter 
hour, which was neat, smooth, sav- 
oury and promising. Land. 


‘SOLDIERS OF GOD’ 

With Conrad Thibault, Vincent Price, 
Jeffrey Lynn, William Holden, 
James Roberts, Robert Keasbey, 
Lieut. David W. Bray, Capt. Mari- 
ner TT. Smith, Joseph Stopak 
Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 

Robert Eisenbach, now a private 
but formerly under Abe Schechter at 
NBC, wrote this one-timer with 
Corp. Williams Davidson on an idea 
of Private Carl Ruff, ex-Mutual. It 
was produced by Charles Warburton 
as a one-timer on the Blue, Public 
Relations Section of Eastern Defense 
Command lent its auspices, the 40- 
voice choir directed by Lieut. Bray 
and the presence of a chaplain, Capt. 
Mariner T. Smith. 

Piece was frankly out to glorify 
chaplains. The narrative-illustrative 
method was used, the influence of 
Corwin being ever present in the 
script. Results were middling. The 
program asserted rather than proved 
its thesis. It was all pretty surfacey, 
obvious, not quite grand enough for 
the implied grandeur of religion on 
the field of death. 

Talking about men who serve God 
calls for one of two possible treat- 
ments presumably: one, simple, 
heart-tug stuff which is infinitely 
difficult to write, or, second, epic di- 
mensions equally difficult to pro- 
duce on radio. 

‘Soldiers of God’ came to its most 
moving pasyage with the climax that 
had orchestra and chorus rendering 
a new patriotic ballad by John La- 
Touche and Earl Robinson. 

Charles Warburton made the pro- 
duction stick together well enough. 
What was there was brought out. 
Vincent Price was not the ideal 
voice for the requirements of the 
occasion, Land. 





‘YANKEE HOUSE PARTY’ 

30 MINS. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 11:30 a.m. 
WNAC-Yankee Network, Boston 

This show proved fast-moving. 
The 14-piece band sounded full and 
was especially appealing because the 
arrangements stressed the melody, 
and also gave the vocalists fine back- 
grounds. Ted Cole gave stirring 
rendition of ‘Bombardiers’ Song,’ fol- 
lowed by soprano Ruth Owens in 
‘Now and Forever’ for good change 
of pace. 

Then the program swung to Fran- 
cis J. Cronin at the new mammoth 
organ improvising interestingly on 
‘Three Blind Mice.’ Another pleas- 
ing shift brought on George and 
Dixie in a hill-billy, ‘Skip to My 
Lou.’ Band played ‘Playful Prelude.’ 
Ruth Owens and George Wheeler 
combined in a pleasing duet of 
‘Silver Moon’ from ‘My Maryland.’ 

All took part in quizzing Mrs. 
Colin FP. Kelly, Jr., widow of the war 
hero, with questions ranging from 
her baby, home life, to her present 
jactivities on sale of War Bonds and 
|\Stamps. She handled herself ex- 
tremely well. 

Band closed with ‘We Did It Be- 
fore and We'll Do It Again.’ 

An encore from each artist would 
have been welcome, plus more in- 
strumental numbers, but show would 
necessarily have to be stretched to 
an hour. WNAC has shot the works 
with nice results, Paul, 


sented by Columbia as one of its) 


‘DEAR ADOLPH’ 

Letters to Schicklegruber 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York. 

With this series by Stephen V. 
Benet, the Ccuncil for Democracy 
jreasserts itself .s an encourager, 
producer and booker of eloquent 
pieces. The Council did much be- 
fore the war to articulate the ideo- 
logical issues cf this struggle, using 
for that purpose on several occa- 
sions this same writer. 

Each week Herr Schicklegruber is 
to be addressed by an American. 
First, a farmer (played by Raymond 
Massey, without -shom no morale 
series of broadcasts could be offi- 
cially laugched. in this. war) and 
next week a businessman to be im- 
personated by Melvyn Douglas. 
Helen Hayes, as a housewife, will 
follow, and so on. 

It’s an ‘are-you-listening-Adolph?’ 
idea. The voices are ried for sec- 
tional dialect, for related points of 
view. Tom Bennett’s music (directed 
by Joseph Stopak) sketchily unites 
the elements, all of which funnel 
through the narrator personality. It 
adds up to a vivid reminder to 
Americans, a hurling of scorn at 
the would-be enslaver,. 

Pieces of this kind acquire their 





basic sincerity from the author 
rather than the actors. Benet’s method 
is to sound familiar chord, translate 
ordinary people's political thinking 
into the vernacular. Here the farmer 
considers his own life, his neighbors, 
his son in the army, the vagaries 
of nature and crops. Life is hard, 
but his kind of people would not 
make it easier, if they could, by de- 
frauding anybody. The Nazis aren't 
nice people. They aren’t decent. And 
the slow-spoken, furrowed and fur- 
row-cutting farmer slowly _ gets 
very, very angry. ‘ 

Farmers in the aggregate will 
‘choke Adolph on wheat and corn, 
smother him in cotton and oo 

and, 


‘SUSPENSE’ 

With Charles Ruggles, Julie Haydon, 
Bob Emory, Ted Osborne, Irene 
Winston 

Mystery Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 10:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


Columbia has taken up here where 

it left off last summer. The ‘Suspense’ 
framework was part of the ‘Fore- 
cast’ group of sample programs. The 
thing that marked the presentation 
of the mystery item last summer was 
the attachment of Alfred Hitchcock’s 
name to the piece for publicity pur- 
poses. Hitchcock was supposed to 
be the producer, but when rehear- 
sals were called in Hollywood the 
film megger was in New York en- 
joying his favored two-inch steaks. 
Charles Vanda hg sage the sample 
‘Suspense’ and the job that came out 
of CBS’ studios last week by way 
of New York was also nerformed by 
him. It was okey-doke entertain- 
ment but nothing to get especially 
excited about. 
_.For the revival of the ‘Suspense’ 
idea as a regular series the Colum- 
bia producing menage could have 
chosen a better opening fable. John 
Noxon Carr’s story, ‘The Burning 
Corpse,’ didn’t lend itself to the sort 
of adaptation that makes the most 
out of radio’s peculiar technique. 
Both the scripter, Harold Medford, 
and the producer appeared to have 
no little difficulty keeping the skeins 
of the narrative from getting en- 
tangled. At times it was rather hard 
on the listener to keep the numerous 
characters properly indexed. The 
plot had to do with a femme 
poisoner, the theory of reincarnation, 
on empty crypt and the stupidity of 
a guy who knew he was dealing 
with a Lucretia Borgia but who 
qualified the mickey anyway. 

_Cast credits over the air were 
limited to Charles Ruggles and Julie 
Haydon. Ruggles, who was described 
as a comedian whose craving to play 
a deadly serious role was herein 
being fulfilled, gave a sharply de- 
fined performance in the character 
of the author with a yen for poi- 
soning cases. The mechanical device 
was the now common form of having 
a narrator dominate the unfoldment 
and the action being intersticed be- 
tween his first-person comments. 
Ruggles was that narrator. Julie 
Haydon underplayed the part of the 
modern Borgia almost to the point 
of vocal extinction, while Bob Em- 
ory and Ted Osborne each put plenty 
of dread into their lines. The scor- 





ing of the musical bridges was of 
standout quality. Odec. 








Summing Up For Democracy 





York under the chairmanship of 


for war bond purchase, to wit: 


vast portions of the globe—buy 
them every pay day—for liberty. 





A recent roundtakle discussion between Rex Stout, Herbert Agar, 
Michael Strange and Henry J. Taylor was televised by CBS in New 


George Seldes. It concluded with 


what may well serve as an ideally concise, clear and punchy appeal 


; Announcer: The most important thing about the program we have 
Just transmitted is that we could send it and. you could receive it—in 
short, that we live in a free country. You are free to approve or dis- 
approve of the opinions of one or even all of the table talk guests, 
And they are free to think, to talk, to persuade one another—or you. 

To preserve this priceless freedom—which has disappeared from 


war stamps—buy war bonds—buy 





‘THE NATURE OF THE ENEMY’ 
With Barry Kroeger, Allen Euwitt, 

Ted Osborne 
25 Mins, 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

What makes this a noteworthy 
contribution to radio’s literature on 
the war is its forthright, blunt, 
scornful but still factual treatment 
of the personalities behind the Axis 
front. As with the previous CBS 
‘They Live Forever’ a network itself 
has elected to take off its frockcoat, 
roll up its sleeve and apply the 
verbal shillelagh to quarters that it 
has been long due. It’s a superior 
job because of neat surgical tech- 
nique. “The Nature of the Enemy’ 
pulls no _ punches, splatters its 
victim of the occasion with odium of 
a most seering grade and yet con- 
veys the impression that the author 
of the indictment is indulging in 
understatement, 

The note that reverberates through 
the program is not one of anger, 
fist-clenching or defiance. If any- 
thing, it suggests a tone of warning. 
A warning which is backed up by 
the blistering white light of fact 
culled from personal history. There 
are opening charges that may startle 
the more squeamish listener but by 
the time the program has run its 
course those charges have been 
proved conclusively and in a way 
that it will be hard to forget im- 
mediately. 

‘The Nature of the Enemy’ tees 
off from the thesis that the figures 
that have or are playing a grand 
and bloody part within the ramparts 
of the Axis are men whose acts and 
backgrounds classify them as per- 
verts, pimps, dope-fiends, thieves 
and international second-story ex- 
perts. It’s a tough narrative for a 
network to bring into the homes of 
the American people but, to resort 
to an old wheeze, to be forewarned 
is to be forearmed. That element of 
warning is lifted to a superbly dra- 
matic pitch at the closing moment of 
the program when a victim of Axis 
invasion takes over the mike for a 
brief statement. In the instance of 
the initial installment (17) that 
fadeout speaker was Jan Masaryk, 
former vice-premier of Czecho- 
slovakia and now representative of 
that Government in Exile in this 
country. All that Masaryk had to 
say was that the program has given 
the American people a pretty good 
idea of the nature of the men that 
‘are now running my country.’ And 
then he added, ‘Make damn sure that 
they don’t run yours.’ 

For the introductory installment of 
this series Columbia chose the ver- 
sonal history of Franz Von Papen. 
The writing, the direction, the nar- 
rating (Barry Kroeger) and acting 
on the program were uniformly tops. 
The production was__—iperfectily 
balanced and the pace with which it 
moved and socked earned a special 
tribute for Charles Vanda, who was 
in general charge. 

Von Papen has devoted his life to 
treachery, betrayal and villainy. He 
has been for decades a ‘professional 
Judas.’ 

Characterizations of Von Papen and 
Hitler were deftly compounded by 
Allen Euwitt and Ted Osborne, re- 
spectively. Odec. 


‘HELLO FROM HAWAII’ 
25 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 4 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Under strict military regulation 
and, for a time, curfew, Hawaii has 
not been enjoying this war. Nervous 
and cut off more or less, with mail 
and phone and other contacts re- 
duced to an official ordering, there is 
possibly ample morale reasons for 
this service of programs by which 
the Hawaiian garrison speaks to 
friends and relatives in the states. 
It is as such that ‘Hello from Hawaii’ 
should be judged, for as entertain- 
ment it was just filler-inner, not 
quite up to network standards. 

Material is of routine local studio 
quality. The weakest portion, as 
might be supposed, was the attempt 
at comedy. Gab about a date with 
a Polynesian beauty, a supposed trip 
by jeep, through downtown Hono- 
lulu, was pretty vague to the inex- 
perienced listener 5,000 miles away. 
Strange-sounding, too, was one line 
of dialog in which a soldier ad- 
dressed his date as ‘my brown- 
skinned cutie,’ or words to that ef- 
fect. However, for those who know 
the Hawaiian background it may 
possibly have been very nostalgic. 
The program conveyed little infor- 
mation, although a few generaliza- 
tions about things being ship-shape 
now at Pearl Harbor, etc., were in- 
cluded. 

New York was ‘saluted’ on the 
program revietved. Soldiers from 
this area spoke, reading ‘letters’ to 
their families. Nevada and Penn- 
sylvania will be addressed by this 
method in the succeeding two broad- 
casts. Idea is that three fighters 
broadcast what they have written 
just before posting the letters for 
physical delivery. 

Atmospherics were not ideal this 
Saturday, but program was reason- 
ably clear technically. No doubt 
there are many technical production 
difficulties, including censorship, in 
an undertaking of this sort at this 
time. Webley Edwards, of KGMB, 
Honolulu, is credited with the pro- 
duction in collaboration with U.S. 
morale officers, whose names were 
not quite clear over the air. 

Land. 


‘F.0O.B. DETROIT’ 

With E. A. Clark, orchestra, chorus 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 3:30-4 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


First of a series produced by WJR 
Detroit, and aired Saturday after- 
noons by CBS in cooperation with 
the Automotive Council for War-Pro. 
duction to show what the auto in- 
dustry is doing to help win the war 
was mostly highblown tedium, but 
it contained one reasonably interest. 
ing and informativ2 bit. That was 
a straightaway spiel by E. A. Clark, 
sales vice-president of Budd Wheel 
and a member of the board of direc- 
tors of ACWP, contrasting how 
France did too little too late indus- 
trially and the U. S. is building for 
victory. He ended with the sugges- 
tion that listeners write for a bovok- 
let called ‘The Job Is Being Done.’ 


That part of the program, running 
about. 10 minutes, was frank and 
rather good ballyhoo by a major in- 
dustry to sell itself and its usefulness 
to the public. It was directly, simply 
and clearly written in words anyone 
could grasp. Its main fault was that 
it gave too little, rather than too 
much, detail about what is being 
done and how, though presumably 
some of that lack was due to war- 
time censorship. Clark read the 
script capably, with agreeable voice 
and diction and no apparent mike 
fright. 


Rest of the program was orchestra 
and chorus music and it was defini- 
tely dull. There was 10 minutes of 
it to open the show and 10 minutes 
to close it. Selections were intro- 
duced amid a fog of pompous blurbs 
about ‘music for America working’ 
and ‘we work as you fight,’ etc. But 
it was undistinguished music, or at 
least was made to sound so, and it 
was all irrelevant to the theme of 
the program. The idea, obviously, 
was to dress up the ACWP message 
and sugar coat it. Possibly that 
might be done by using dramatized 
episodes, sound effects and fairly 
elaborate production. It certainly 
won't be pointless musirc. Hobe. 


FALLS CITY BREVITIES 

With Jack Brooks, Ardella Layne, 
Howard Dorsey, WHAS Chorus, 
Carol Watson, Robert Hutsell’s 
Orchestra 

30 Mins.—Local 

FALLS CITY BREWING CO. 

WHAS, Louisville 


New half hour series produced 
by the WHAS staff is a blend of 
music, singing and a dramatization 
of an incident in which the partici- 
pant is a resident of the WHAS 
area. Stanza maintained a lively 
pace partly thanks to Jack Brooks, 
singing m.c. with effervescent per- 
sonality. (He’s whilom partner of 
the team Brooks and Ross, of Chi- 
cago stations and CBS.) 


Group of 12 choristers, directed 
by Ed Barrett, was markedly im- 
proved. Singing group was much 
more flexible, and handled pop 
harmony arrangements with more 
skill and ease than when they were 
on a Sunday night sustainer, fed 
to CBS, during the winter months. 
Barrett has the group well blended, 
pointing up each nuance, and the 
boys and girls now compare favor- 
ably with network mixed voice en- 
sembles. Chorus had _ important 
chore in ‘Who,’ ‘Summer Time,’ and 
the group lent solid vocal back- 
ground ‘to the songs of Brooks and 
Ardella Layne, 


Femme vocalist, Ardella Layne, 
formerly a chorus member, han- 
dled a couple pops in standard style. 
Gal’s voice is pitched low, with a 
sultry quality, and she has good in- 
tonation. Her tempo seemed to be 
draggy and had a tendency to slow 
up the pace of the show. Supported 
by the chorus, Miss Layne limbered 
up her pipes on ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ 
and ‘Here You Are.’ 

Dramatic reading by Carol Wat- 
son was of an editorial ‘Freedom 
Is Made of Simple Stuff’ by Hazel 
Parker, young Courier-Journal re- 
porter. Straight-forward, down-to- 
earth recital of our basic American 
privileges was potent program ma- 
terial. Miss Watson gave it a sin- 
cere reading, neither under nor 
over emphasizing. The femme re- 
porter was interviewed by Howard 
Dorsey, and gave an account of how 
she came to write the piece and 
her surprise that it caught the in- 
terest of other publications. It was 
backgrounded by an excellent mu- 
sical arrangement, well cued. 

Playing of the WHAS orchestra 
under Robert Hutsell was in the 
groove. Arrangements by the lead- 
er were listenable, and the strings 
and woodwinds attained a tone qual- 
ity well above par. Commercials 
were smoothly worked into the 
program continuity flow, music cues 
were tight and well-timed. Howard 
Dorsey did a nice job of emphasiz- 
ing the quality of the sponsor’s beer. 
Plugs were brief and to the point, 
and slanted toward the femme cus- 
tomers. Show is well routined, and 
stacks up as a pleasant half-hour of 
radio fare. Hold. 





Samuel H. Linch, director of radio 
education for Atlanta’s public 
schools, in Cincinnati for a fortnight 
to study operations of Crosley’s 
WLW, WSAI and _ short-wave 





WLWO. 














OM. - 


hee arene 


+ ce 





“LAI Rh IT INN 


| 
‘ 
































Wednesday, June 24, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 39 





_ 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trave Is Discussinc: Columbia’s wire to Ford—The Office 
of War Information’g one-two to Broadcasting Magazine—The harsh ~ 
quality networks now inject into propaganda programs, once so mild. 











‘Just Mary Stories,’ as broadcast over the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
network by Mary Grattan, has made its appearance in book form ($1, W. 
J. Gage, Toronto) profusely illustrated with line drawings....Miss Grat- 
tan was a delegate to the last Ohio State Institute for Education by Radio 
... Julian Street, Jr., spends half time in Washington, rest in Radio City 
as a literary liasion for the U. S. Treasury....British Broadcasting Corp. 
much interested in possible transoceanic program tieup with Universal’s 
new ‘Eagle Patrol’ film....Abe Schechter makes his appearances in the 
latest Princeton Public Opinion Quarterly bibliography as Abel Alan 
Schechter....C. A. Siepmann of OFF, has lectured at Dartmouth on 
radio and Car] J. Friedrich, of Harvard, follows for same summer class.... 
Lindsay Wellington, of BBC, finally got a seat in a plane and is now in 
London....Bea Wain plays the Bath and Turf Club, Atlantic City, July 
23-24....Just finishing week at Loew’s State....her radio career mean- 
time spans 18 years, and she’s only 23, 


Lesley Woods, a lead in ‘Bright Horizon,’ played a part Sunday night 
(21) in ‘Crime Doctor’....Tom Howard, George Shelton and Harry Mc- 
Naughton will be the leads in ‘It Pays to Be Ignorant,’ new sustainer 
quiz starting tomorrow night (Thursday) on WOR-Mutual....Roger 
Bower will direct it....Santos Ortega, title player of ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
and a principal of ‘Ellery Queen’ and ‘Blue Theatre Players,’ gets a new 
romantic part with ‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne,’ for Hi Brown....Gene- 
vieve Footh, assistant caster of the Compton agency, recuperating at home 
after recent operation....Mary Shipp played the lead last week on ‘Man- 
hattan at Midnight.’ 


Lee Cooley, Ruthrauff & Ryan staff director, to become a father.... 
John L. Oberg, non-pro writer, won the $2,000 ‘Dr. Christian’ scripting 
prize, his first sale....Walter Compton, m.c. of ‘Double or Nothing,’ doing 
afternoon news strips on Mutual from Washington... .Instead of coming 
east, Hendrik Booraem will remain on the Coast when the Burns and 
Allen show folds for the summer, and will direct the Tommy Riggs series 
....Glenhall Taylor will probably direct the Jack Benny show when it 
returns in the fall, succeeding Murray Bolen, who shifted from Young & 
Rubicam to Ruthrauff & Ryan to handle the new Edna May Oliver series 
....When the Eddie Cantor program folds for the summer Bob Welch will 
probably remain on the Coast for a vacation....Y. & R. plans for him 
after that are undecided. 


Dorothy Lowell, title actress of ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ just completed flock 
of presentation spots for Metal Salvage Commission and is recording ‘You 
Can’t Do Business With Hitler’....Frank Phares is advance man-researcher 
on ‘Cheers From the Camps’ and collabs with Herry McGill on the script 
for General Motors....Maurice Hart subbing on ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ 
for the vacationing Martin Block....Art Millet recuping from an opera- 


tion....Dennis James doing Sunday recorded show on WNEW formerly | 
spieled by Allan Kent....Ben Kagan writing ‘You Can’t Do Business With | 


Hitler,” succeeding Elwood Hoffman and Frank Telford, who relinquished 
it to work on the ‘This Is Our Enemy’ series for the OEM....Ann Barley 
touring war plants gathering material on femmes in industry, for the 
War Department. 

Bob Meyer resigned from the Compton agency radio department to take 
a publicity job with the Fleetwings plant of Sikorski aircraft, Bristol, Pa. 
....The Hal Jameses (Florence Sperl) and their infant son vacationing in 
Canada....Kaye Brinker and Manfred Lee will be married July 4.... 
she’s the radio actress-writer and he co-authors (with Frederic Dannay) 
the ‘Ellery Queen’ program, films and books....Blue network contributed 
a total of 71 hours, 43 minutes to the war effort during May....that in- 
cluded 62 hours, 21 minutes of sustaining time and nine hours, 22 minutes 
of sponsored time, but excluded such service shows as ‘National Farm 
and Home Hour’....Bill Ramsey, of P. & G., in town this week... .accom- 
panied by his 1ll-year-old’ son this time... Harry Ackerman, of Y. & R., 
will produce the 60-minute program and the spot announcements during 
July for Ted Collins, Radio Coordinator for the Conservation of Man- 
power Drive for the Labor Department....Don Becker, Transamerican 
script and production supervisor, ill and will take a layoff of several 
weeks at his Virginia farm. - 

David Davidson, scripter of ‘Second Husband,’ has left for a Government 
assignment in Ecuador. ...Ruth Borden, writer of ‘John’s Other Wife,’ adds 
the ‘Second Husband’ authorship....Walter Payne resigned as WOR en- 
gineer to join the Army as a private....Arthur Bruce, Venzuella Jones and 
Juan Hernandez joined ‘Young Widder Brown’ cast....Dorothy Sherman 
quit the WOR program department to join her husband in New Orleans 
and Mabel Delamater joined the station’s general staff, telephone room.... 
Cliff Carpenter added to ‘Lorenzo Jones’ troupe and Bert Transwell cast 
for ‘Second Husband’ show... .Clinton Foss quit WOR engineering staff to 
take an OCD job, while Ann Davidson joined the station’s engineering 
force, succeeding Peggy Bliss, resigned....Joan Cecile Downing replacing 
Audrey Hume in WOR engineering staff....John Lund, Sammy Hill and 
Frances Carlon added to current ‘Mr. Keen’ case... .Eileen Farrell subs for 
Vivian della Chiesa on ‘American Melody Hour’ next Tuesday (30). 

Leighton & Nelson will soon unveil WSNY, Schenectady, completely 
without speeches, stuffed shirts, ceremonies or cheesecake art... .Charles 
J. Rolo has another piece on shortwave radio, this time in Coronet.’... 
John Carlile, of the University of Alabama and former CBSer, may go 
into Army publicity work....Phil Spitalny has a hunt on via ‘Hour of 
Charm’ for best song of World War II. 

Claudia Morgan, femme lead of ‘Thin Man’ and a principal of ‘Against 
the Storm,’ cast for new part in ‘Help Mate’....Mark Van Doren finishes 
‘The Scarlet Letter’ today (Wednesday) on his ‘Radio Reader’ series on 
CBS and follows it with another Hawthorne story, “The Ambitious Guest,’ 
tomorrow and Friday (25-26)....He then leaves for vacation, with an 
as-yet-unselected spieler starting Monday (29) to read ‘Jane Eyre’.... 
Barry Wood has taken a place in Moodus, Conn.”..Kay Kyser program 


broadcasts tonight from Ft. McPherson, Atlanta, and then Yoes to the | 


Pensacola Nava! Air Station....Ed Cashman directs the show....Mrs. Ed 
Byron home from the hospital after recuping from critical operation 
...-husband is producer-director of ‘Mr. District Attorney’... .‘Miss 
Meade’s Children,’ slated to go off Mutual, gets a reprieve and sticks in- 
definitely. 

Henry Fisk Carlton, Radio Writers’ Guild national president, ill at his 
place at Harmon, N. Y.....Script for this Friday night's (26) ‘Grand Cen- 
tral Station’ program was authored by Patsy Ingersoll and the cast will 
include Lois Hall, Carlton Young, Arthur Allen and Charlie Cantor.... 
finale of the series, July 3, is scripted by Mary Brinker Post, mag writer 
and sister of Kaye Brinker... .it’s her first try at dramatic writing for ra- 
dio... .with Lever Bros. dropping ‘Station,’ the Lambert & Feasley agency, 
which owns the package, will offer it to other sponsors... .Martin Horrell 
produces it and Ira Ashley directs....Teddy Bergman back again as a reg- 
ular on the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’....he was off the show for a while 
after slugging adaptor-director Charles Martin durtng a studio tiff. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


THE Rapio Trapr Is Descussinc: Ai Nelson, ex-NBC, opening his own 
advertising agency in San Francisco—The Pacific Advertising conven- 
vention at Tacoma—Return to commercial radio of Vick Knight after 
spell of Government chores. 





Harry Witt, KNX sales manager, to Tacoma for annual meet of Pacific 
Ad Clubs Association....Don Gilman, Blue net v.p. to ’Frisco on ‘business 
-+--For his first speech since appointed head of NBC Western Division 














Family feuding that resulted in 
several court actions by disgruntled! Indianapolis.— Don Menke, copy 
members was terminated—as far as editor of WFBM, local CBS affiliate, 
the trade and local listeners were | has transferred to the sales depart- 
concerned—by final FCC approval|ment. He is succeeded by Dave 
last week of the sale of WWDC for | Milligan, formerly a continuity writ- 
at a fancy price. er. James Matheny, whe Menke re- 

: . ‘ j ji Army. 

The Commish put its seal the placed in sales, has joined the 
$110,000 yrs by Be Me Mess Richard Morris (Pittenger), WFBM 
ley Horner, Ed Spence and Dyke | 2#nouncer, left June 18 to report for 
Collum peddled the low-power out- supplementary training in the Naval 
let to Joseph Katz, G. Bepnett Lar- Air Force at Glenview, (Ill.) Naval 
son and Charles M. Harrison. Air Base. Norman McDonald, form- 

The plant will be the Washington |e¢r New York actor, has* joined the 
outlet for the promised but vague announcing staff, but expects military 
new Arde Bulova seaboard network | call soon. 
and also plans to be a ‘sounding 
Board’ for government agencies, ac- Wilkes-Barre, Pa. — J. Melville 
cording to information given the | (‘Tiny’) May, formerly with WRAW, 
Commish. More live talent will be | Reading, Pa., and WCBA, Allentown, 
used and the operating schedule Pa., has joined the staff of WBAX, 


lengthened. 7 fosiha 
: local Mutual outlet, as commercial 
Noting the plant has been running manager. 


in the red to the tune of $1,500 per 
month, the purchasers advised the| woreester—Hal Miller, formerly of 
FCC they will put the station in a) wNAC, Boston, has joined WTAG, 
stronger situation and terminate liti- replacing Holly Wright, now with 
gation that has complicated affair for | wre Washington. Jean Connelly, 
months. The multiplicity of cross- secretary to WTAG program-pro- 
suits no longer will jeopardize the | quction manager William T. Cava- 
enterprise, the application empha- nagh, has resigned for post at NBC, 


sized. 
Katz, head of the agency with of-|N®W Yor 


fices in New York and Baltimore 
and former department store adver- 
tising executive, will be the head of 
the venture, with Harrison, his 
partner, handling financial aspects. 
Larson will be station manager. 











Colorado Springs—Dale McCamp- 
bell, formerly with the United Press 
in Denver, has joined the staff of 
KVOR, Colorado Springs, as a news- 
caster. William Danneman, formerly 
with KYUM, Yuma, Ariz., has joined 
the KVOR engineering staff and 

Springfield, Mass.—Norman Paul,| Jenny O’Brien has joined the same 
Holyoke native, most recently with | station as receptionist. 

WMUR at Manchester, N. H., is new | 
announcer at WMAS. y 











Portland, Ore.—Bob McCoy, bari- 





Sidney Strotz chose ‘Don’t be a Quitter’....Armed forces have taken 
a total of 107 employees of the major nets here to date. KNX- 
CBS tops the list with 51, NBC seconds with 24, KMJ-Don Lee lost 
12, and the Blue net saw off 10....Vincent Callahan, treasury 
Dept. rep for press-radio, here early in week said: ‘Radio is doing the 
outstanding job in hypoing War Bonds sales,’ but admitted he was here 
to get some fresh ideas to bolster the drive and caucus with producers 
land directors on new approaches via radio. He’s touring the. Coast 





|before returning East with new bag of tricks he hopes to harvest.... | 


Norman Blackburn, J. Walter Thompson’s local drum-beater, out of St. 
| Vincent's after treatment of a kidney ailment:...Burns and Allen move 
{into the Victory Parade spot on NBC June 28....Lux Theatre stars Wal- 
| lace Beery on June 29 in ‘The Bugle Sounds’....Robert McAndrews, NBC 
western sales promotion manager, now a second lieutenant in Army Air 
| Force, at Santa Ana....Keith Kiggins, Biue net’s station relations: head- 
'man, returned East after visiting Coast sites....When ‘Date With Judy’ 
takes over Bob Hope time for summer, starting July 23, Dellie Ellis will 
|be in the title role. Ruthrauff & Ryan have decided on July 2 as ter- 
i'minating date for Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’ for the usual 13 
| weeks hiatus....Diana Carlson, production assistant to Dick Mack on the 
Sealtest show, exited Hollywood hospital for home recupeing after minor 
| surgery... .Former filmite, Neil Hamilton, title roles CBS Coast net sus- 
| taining series ‘Return of Raffles.’ Ted Bliss producing, Paul West scripting 
}and Gaylord Carter organloguing....Frank Forest, tenor on KHJ-Don 
| Lee-Mutual’s ‘Double or Nothing,’ coming to Hollywood for vacash July 
1....Cobina Wright, Sr.’s ‘Just Between Us,’ soon to start on NBC, gets 
|Gail Laughton, swing harpist....Ransom Sherman partying his gang at a 
| farewell today (Wednesday) after washing up....Switch in Jimmie Fid- 
ler’s Blue net time for all but local tuning-in puts him on Sunday in- 
| stead of Monday. Coast show remains at 7:30 p.m. period on Mondays, 
| while Sunday program for Mountain, Central and Eastern time airs at 
| 6:30 p.m....Visalia’s KTKC broadcast—saluted by Blue net to celebrate 
}power uppage to 5,000 watts....Warren Lewis is new addition to NBC's 
writing staff. 


'IN CHICAGO... 


THe Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: The delight of advertising agency 
men to get jobs in stations or networks for the duration—The reap- 
pointment of Chairman Fly, ending one wishful thought of some 
radioites. 





Two more men have departed from NBC for service jobs. They are 
| David J. Klempkes, engineer, and Paul Anderson, announcer’s clerk.... 
| Johnny Coons, of ‘Stepmother’ cast, returned to hometown of Lebanon, 


| Indiana, for a special benefit. He was a magician there in early days.... 





\Irna Phillips’ new show, ‘Lonely Women,’ replaces ‘Arnold Grimm’s | 


| Daughter,’ with Barbara Luddy asthe star....National Bagn Dance gang 
| getting things ready for the cut to a half hour early in July....John 
| Hodiak, actor, now a private in army. Another actor, Billy Idelson, of 
‘Vic and Sade,’ doing public relations work for the navy, with Author 
Charle Ludlow also a middie. 
Pierre Huss, guested on WBBM, telling of experiences as foreign cor- 
| respondent....Les Carr, WBBM engineer, off to Washington for war-time 
|post in Navy’s Radio Division....Cliff Johnson assigned to announcing 
| duties on new WBBM ‘What Cha Doin’?’ show....Myrna Dee Sargeant 
| airing morning chats five times weekly on WJJD....Frank Sweeney, WJJD 
announcer, back at work after three-week illness....Betty Lou Gerson 
\added her fifth radio part this week....Beverly Ruby, of ‘Secret City,’ 
| east, hobbling around on a twisted ankle....Paul McCluer, NBC sales 
manager, back from trip to northwest, with Frank O’Leary, salesman, off 
to St. Louis....Blanche Brand is back at desk after leave of absence. 
She’s secretary to Roy Shield....Paul J. Moore was recipient of wrist 
watch given by colleagues when he left for Army this week. 

Lou Cowan’s Quiz Kids program will celebrate its second anniversary on 
the June 24th broadcast over the Blue network and will have as contest- 


first year. 
which Quizmaster Joe Kelly termed ‘an all-time high.’ 


Office of Facts and Figures meeting here a week ago had this represen- 
tative turnout of CMicago admen and broadcasters: Robinson Murray, L. J. 
Sholiy, C. S. Lund, Burke Herrick, M. E. Blackburn, E. B. Savage, Max 
Wiley, M. H. Schwartz, Edw. Nix, L. M. Bell, J. W. Rosberg, Wm. N. Con- 
nelly, P. McCleur, Jim Shelby, Geo. Stillman, Vic. Hunter, Vern Brooks, 
Geo. Budway, Jack Louis, H. C. Kopf, Lavinia Schwartz, Jack Van Val- 
kenburg, Harry Gilman, Jeck North, Mr. Moore, Leon Meadow, Ben 
Green, Frank Chizzini, Walter Schwimmer, Kenneth Hinks, H. S. Thomp- 
son, J. A. McDonald, Mary Duffy, James Woodman, R. A. Sorenson, L. H. 
| Ploetz, A. E. Myerhoff, Ed. Simmons, Nelson Shaun, Judith Waller, Jules 
| Herbureaux, Miss Lahey, Jack Scott, Myron Chon, Alvin Kabaker. 








ants seven boys and girls who made the most appearances during the | 
Incidentally, last week's panel of five missed six questions, | 


With Jack Scott of Schwimmer & Scott introducing the speakers the | 





WWDC’S BIGGER FUTURE ¢ 

yashington on Promises ore z : 

wecncen gen Tom, mor |§ Payroll Traffic 
Washington, June 23. 3 seat 


tone on KOIN-KALE sstaff. leaves 
July ist to join the Army. 

Bob Harris, announcer for KOIN- 
KALE, joined the Coast Guard and 
leaves June 26. 





New York City—James J. Cahill, 
formerly of WAAT, Newark, has 
joined the sales staff of WQXR, New 
York. Duncan Pirnie, formerly with 
the student station at Harvard, has 
joined WQXR as an announcer. 





Mentreal—Herbert Hewetson, pro- 
gram director for CFCF has been 
commissioned second lieutenant, 
Canadian Grenadier Guards, Re- 
serve Army. 





Boston—Charles Burgoyne, WHDH 
chief control room operator, has re- 
ported for active duty in the Navy. 





New York City.—Clarence Van 
Auken, formerly in charge of the 
mail room at WOR, New York, has 
been transferred to the sales service 
department, succeeding George Kier- 
nan, resigned. He is succeeded as 
mail room head by John Ruddley, 
formerly of the building service 
division. 

Bob Davis, formerly with the War- 
ner Bros. publicity department on 
the Coast, has joined the WOR press 
department as a copy writer. Al 
Durante has shifted from day to 
night assignment in the press depart- 
ment, succeeding John Anspacher, 
who has been called for Army duty. 

John Perrin, formerly with WOKO, 
Albany; WBZ, Boston, and WTIC, 
Hartford, has joined the WOR an- 
nouncer-producer staff. Charlotte 
Heinig joined the WOR engineering 
office, succeeding Geraldine Swan- 
son, resigned. 








Troy, N. ¥.—Cecil Walker, director 
of merchandising service anc pub- 
|licity at WTRY, has been com- 
| missioned an Ensign in the Navy. 





St. Louis——Edward Wilson, for- 
merly of WLS, Chicago, newest gab- 
bing addition to KWK. He also was 
connected with NBC in Chicago. 
| Al Brandt, KXOK news gabber, 
| has donned the khaki at Scott Field, 


Ii. 
| Alex Buchan, former KXOK sports 
|gabber who left to fly in the RAF 
|in England has returned to the U.S. 
|to fly for Uncle Sam. Currently 
|assigned at Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Ray Schmidt. former sports gabber 
at KWK and KXOK now doing same 
stint at WTMV. 


j 





Pittsburgh —- Dave Tyson, whe 
joined WWSW staff year and a -half 
'ago has been named chief announcer. 

Dick Abels, from WPAR in 
| Parkersburg, W. V., has joined the 
|}announcing staff at WJAS. 
| Marie Wilk appointed ore-r2m 
imanager for WWSW’s FM com- 
| ponent, W47P. 


| Akron, O.—Opal Winger has join- 
led traffic department of WAKR, 
| while Bob Smiley has joined WAKR’s 
announcing staff to succeed Steve 
Richards who goes into the army. 

Glenn Phillips out of high school 
} into announcing ranks at WJW. Jack 
| Frankel and Gene Peterson new ad- 
|ditions also at WJW. Carl Ayres 
|}and Don Worrell leaving station for 
'war plant jobs. 


! 








Cleveland.—Arthur Hannes, for- 
;merly of Erie, Pa., has been added 
to the announcing staff of WGAR. 





San Francisce.—Agnes Eason, for- 
merly of KIRO, Seattle, named as- 
sistant to Marie Houlahan, _KQW 
and Columbia Broadcasting System 
| publicity director here. 
| Margaret Roberts is new secretary 
|to Bob Dwan, KGO program direc- 
tor. . 
| Byron Nelson has joined 
| sales staff. 
| 
| Teledo, O—George L. Young, 
|auditor and assistant to the vice- 
'president of WSPD, Toledo, has re- 
| ported at Quonset Point, R. 1, as a 
, Navy lieutenant. 


KGO 








Fort Werth—William G. Fields, 
jhas been named commercial man- 
ger of station KFJZ, key station of 
the Texas State Network succeeding 
Harvey Hardey, who has been 
named manager of the TSN outlet 
jin Austin, KNOW. Fields comes 
| from KABC, San Antonio and was 
| sales and sports staff member of the 
| TSN staff. 





Hartford.—Stanley Peer. control 
operator of WDRC, has joined the 
U. S. Coast Guard. 
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40 CONCERT-—-OPERA 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 24, 1942 





New B.0. Scale Ups Subscribers 
At Met Opera House for 42-43 








Box office treasurer and assistant 
general manager of the Met, Earle 

wis, reports that as a result of 
the new price scale of $1 to $5 at the 

ouse, the Met has been receiving 
Bo new subscribers daily since the 
box office was opened. 

Lewis reports that many olc sub- 
gcribers are choosing better loca- 
tions, leaving the lower priced seats, 
always the easiest to sell, open to a 
mew public. A 90% subscription is 
being aimed at, which will be the 
best in Met history. 

The agreement on prices with 
unions which reduces the Met top 

ures and includes a $1 to $3.25 
| er night, means the house can 
mow gross about $11,500. The av- 
erage price per performance which 
had been $12,400 is now reduced to 
$6,000, assuring the company of a 
$3,500 prefit on a sold out house. 


JANSSEN BATONING 
19TH BERKELEY FEST 


Werner Janssen has been engaged 
to conduct the Janssen Symphony 
Orchestra at the 19th annual festi- 


val of the International Society for 
Contemporary Music at the Uni- 
versity of Galifornia in Berkeley 
Aug. 8-9. Concerts will be given in 
the Greek theatre on the campus. 
It is one of the few occasions that 
an American conductor has been se- 
lected. 

This society, acclaimed as the 
Music League of Nations when 
launched in Salzburg in 1923, intro- 
duces new works by the world’s 
leading composers each summer. An 
international jury of noted musi- 
eians passes on an average of 1,200 
scores submitted annually. 

Since Salzburg, festivals have been 








eld in Prague, Venice, Zurich, 
Prenkfoct, Siena, Geneva, Liege, 
Brussels, Oxford, Vienna, Amster- 
dam, Florence, Barcelona, Paris, 


Warsaw, London and New York. 

The 1942 jury consists of Aaron 
Copland, American composer; Desire 
Defauw, Belgian violinist; Gregor 
Fitelberg, former conductor of the 
Warsaw Philharmonic; Darius Mil- 
haud, French composer, and Albert 
Elkus, music director at the Uni- 
versity of California. Their. awards 
will be announced soon. 

George Gershwin, Louis Gruen- 
berg, Henry Eichheim, Roger Ses- 
sions, Leo Sowerby and other 
American composers have had 
works performed at previous festi- 
vals. 





Prince’s Concert on Turf; 


$5 War Stamps Admish 


Bernardsville, N. J., June 23. 

A series of outdoor chamber mu- 
gic concerts on the lawn of Prince 
George Chavchavadre’s estate is be- 
ing planned here for the end of 
July. Present plans call for two 
series on Friday nights, Saturday 
matinees and Saturday evenings 
with a small chamber orchestra and 
instrumental soloists. 

The Prince, a concert pianist, owns 
a 120 acre estate and about 1,000 
people can be accommodated com- 
fortably on the lawn. Admission 
will be $5 in U. S. War Stamps with 
all profits going to the Government. 

The mayor of the city is attempt- 
ing to arrange transportation facili- 
ties from N. Y. now. 





- Baccaloni’s New Discs 


Salvatore Baccaloni, Met bassobuffa, 
has signed a new recording contract 
with Columbia to cut eight new 10- 
inch discs this week with Pietro 





_Cimara, Met conductor, at the piano. 


Bass will record four 12-inch se- 
lections in October, the latter being 
all operatic, with the Met orchestra, 
under Gaetano Merola, impresario 
and conductor of the San Francisco 
Opera Co. 

Baccaloni is vacationing in Glen 
Cove this summer and will make a 
tour of USO camps. In October he 
goes to San .Francisco, then to Chi- 
cago and finally to the Met. He 
opens his concert tour of operatic 
brevities Jan. 8. A possible film deal 
et RKO or Metro are contingent on 
screen tests that will be made in 
California in October. 


vv 


‘Strep Postpones Wedding 


Hollywood, June 23. 
A strep throat postponed the mar- 
riage on Saturday (21) of Katherine 
Schumann-Heink and Richard Della- 
Vedows. 
He’s an research engineer. 
the daughter of the opera diva. 


MET DECIDING 
ON REVIVALS 


While no actual revivals have as 
yet been set by the Metropolitan 
Opera Co., a board meeting this 
Friday (26) will go into the matter of 
new repertoire. Certain operas have 
already been advanced by officials 
of the house for approval, and it 
is understood that the revivals when 
chosen, will be selected from these 





She’s 








operas, 

Those selected so far are ‘La 
Serva Padronna,’ ‘L’Heure’_ Es- 
pagnol,” ‘Gianni Schicci,’ ‘Andrea 


Chenier,’ ‘Werther,’ 
‘Cenerentola,’ ‘Boris Godounov,’ 
‘Sadko,’ ‘Schwanda,’ ‘Hansel Und 
Gretel,’ ‘Turandot,’ ‘Manon,’ ‘Manon 
Lescaut,” ‘La Vide Breve,’ ‘Freis- 
chutz, ‘Meistersinger, ‘Flying 
Dutchman,’ ‘Romeo et Juliet,’ ‘Forza 
Del Destino,’ ‘Gioconda’ and ‘Fi- 
delio.” Of these, ‘Boris,’ ‘Sadko,’ 
‘Manon’ and the first named three 
seem the most likely, due to cast- 
ing difficulties on the others, 


‘Fra Diavolo,’ 





Minneapolis Heartened 


Minneapolis, June 23. 
Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra 
guaranty fund campaign is within 
$12,500 of its $100,000 goal after 
three weeks. At the _ solicitors’ 
meeting Arthur J. Gaines, orchestra 
manager, declared the case for good 
music during the war period is be- 
coming more heartening every day. 
The London Philharn Or- 
chestra, formerly in financial straits, 
now is enjoying one of its most 
prosperous periods, he pointed out. 
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‘THE GYPSY BARON’ 
Opera; June 19, 1942 
Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 


The first performance of Johann 
Strauss’s opera, ‘Zigeunebaron’ in 
N. Y. since 1929, and the second since 
1905, was presented Friday (19) by 
Gustave Kotanyi. Performance as 
a whole had much to recommend it, 
and while parts were not all up to 
par the general standard set was 
very high. 

Foremost in the cast was conduc- 
tor Robert Stolz whose authorita- 
tive handling of the music drew 
every ounce out of the score and 
his 45 men. Tenor Mario Berini re- 
vealed a clear; luscious voice, heard 
to particular advantage in the many 
| duets and especially in the aria, ‘Als 
| flotter Geist.’ Berini’s faults lie in 
his almost inaudible non-resonant 
piano tones, but fortunately he re- 
sorts to full voice on most occasions 
and up to the high ‘B’ flat the voice 
is as good as most any lyric tenor 
around today. Margit Bokor was 
somewhat of a disappointment as 
Saffi, singing with bad production, 
not always on pitch and with con- 
tinual glottis attacks. 


The voice sounded strained and 
tired at times and the high tones 
were frequently pinched. Her act- 
ing was generally good, but a trifle 
kittenish. As the Gypsy, Theresa 
Gerson revealed a somewhat short 
voice, limited in range on top and 
bottom, but of an ingratiating qual- 
ity and well used within its limita- 
tions. 

Christina Carroll displayed an ex- 
cellent coloratura, somewhat small 
in size, but perfectly placed and 
with excellent quality. Her acting 
was adequate. None of the balance 
of the long cast had more than ordi- 
nary voices but their acting was 
good and the comedians tops. Stag- 
ing of Herbert Graf of the Met was 
barely adequate but the chorus of 
75. was up to par. Performance was 
played to a completely sold out 
house. Eddy. 





Philly Symph in Black 


Philadelphia, June 23. 


For the first time in five years the 
Philadelphia Orchestra Association 
wound up its season in the black. 
Gross surplus reported for the 1941- 
42 series of concerts was $45,433. 
From that was deducted $20,000 for 
an anticipated deficit next season 
(due to war conditions). Also 
$21,000 was set aside to meet deficits 
in the orchestra pension funds. 
The net surplus was $4,443.51. This 
in the face of a predicted estimate 
of nearly $24,000. 

Five orchestra members have 
joined the armed services: Allan 
Farnham, violinist; Herbert Pierson, 
second horn; Mason Jones, solo 
hornist; Gordon Pulis and William 
Gibson, trombonist. 

Eugene Ormandy will conduct all 
but five weeks of the next season. 
Guest conductors will include Arturo 
Toscanini, Wilhelm Steinberg and 
Saul Gaston. 

Soloists engaged for next season 
include Helen Traubel, Artur Ruben- 
stein, Rudolf Serkin, Fritz Kreisler, 
Joseph Szigeti, Claudio Arrau, Car- 
roll Glen, Oscar Shumsky, , and 
Gregor Piatagorsky. 








Jagel, Milanov, Warren 
From States Score At 
Colon, Buenos Aires 





Buenos Aires, June 23. 

‘Simon Boccanegra’ was given its 
first performance of the season at 
the Colon Opera here. Three Met 
stars appeared in the leads. Fred- 
erick Jagel’s big voice handling the 
lyric passages with extreme delicacy 
while his last act aria stopped the 
show. Zinka Milanov as Marie vied 
with Jagel for top honors with her 
tremendous top voice especially, al- 
ways in evidence and her outpour- 
ing of top B’s and C’s sending the 
Latin audience wild. The soprano 
has lost considerable weight and 
both acted and locked exceedingly 
well. 


Leonard Warren, singing the Doge 
for the first time, was a tower of 
strength in arias and ensemble. A 
South American baritone, Luigi 
Vaghi stood up well with his Ameri- 
can rivals, singing a superb ‘Il 
lacerato Spirto.’ Ettore Panizza con- 
ducted with his customary authority. 





Lotte Lehmann has been re-en- 
gaged by the Friends of Music Series 
at Town Hall Jan. 24, 1943, and’ will 
present the two Schumann song cy- 








Opera Reviews 





cles, ‘Dichterliebe’ and ‘Frauenliebe 
und Leben.’ 
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‘BARBER OF SEVILLE’ 
Essex County Stadium, Newark, N.J. 

The Essex County Symphony 
opened its summer season in New- 
ark, N. J., with Rossini’s ‘Barber’ in 
a performance which had consider- 
able merit, but was marred by bad 
acoustic conditions and the conduct- 
ing of Sir Thomas Beecham. The 
veteran conductor alternated be- 
tween a breakneck pace which left 
his singers breathless or dragged 
proceedings. 

Salvatore Baccaloni, as Dr. Bartolo 
added to his vocal form high-grade 
mimicry, graceful handling of a 300 
pound bulk. Robert Weede, sang his 
first local ‘Figaro’ in splendid voice. 
His ‘Largo al Factotum’ stopped the 
show. His immense power and ring- 
ing top ‘A’ naturals were standout. 
Weede disclosed a flair for comedy 
as well. 

Josephine Antoine as Rosina also 
delivered an excellent performance, 
especially in ‘Una voce poca fa’ and 
jthe ‘Charmant Oiseau’ where her 
| clarity and adherence to pitch in the 
| higher tessitura were nigh well per- 
fect to the ‘F’ in alt, and her acting 
was coquettish, but always in line 
with the proceedings. Bruno Landi 
sang his usual good Almaviva with 
‘Ecco ridente’ and ‘Se il mio nome’ 
being standouts. 

Nicholas Moscona, gowned more 
like Ramphis than Basilio, did a 
creditable ‘La Calunia’ but his acting 
missed most of the comedy displayed 
by the others. Edwi a Eustis was 
an excellent Berta, a bit short on the 
top perhaps, but a good comedian, 
and one whose aria was quite satis- 
factory. Given outdoors, the per- 
formance attracted 15,000 persons 
with a probablé half of these not 
hearing a thing, so bad were the 
acoustics and mikes. Eddy. 








Lauritz Melchior is booked solid in 
16 concerts to the opening of the 
Met season. Tenor will appear as 
soloist with the Rochester, Harris- 
burg, Toledo and Davenport Sym- 
phony orchestras. 





‘conductor. 
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Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., Opens 
‘42 Concert Season Before 12.000 





Dushkin in Mexico 


Samuel Dushkin, for whom Stra- 
vinsky wrote his violin concerto, 
will be soloist with the Mexican 
Symphony orchestra under Chavez, 
June 26, 27 and 28. The violinist is 
booked for some 20 odd concerts so 
far under the NCAC banner. 

He is giving three concerts at 
Town Hall, N. Y., in the fall, the 
dates being Dec. 8, Jan. 12 and Feb. 


KOTANYI SETS 
SPECIAL OPERAS 


Gustave Kotanyi, who has pre- 
sented the seldom heard ‘Fleder- 
maus’ and ‘Zigeunerbaron’ to N. Y. 
audiences this spring, will take over 


the management of the Adelphi the- 
atre, N. Y., in October and present 
three operas. 

The first of these will be ‘Fleder- 
maus, in English, running eight 
times weekly with Robert Stolz as 
The other operas, to be 
given on matinees, will be ‘Tiefland,’ 
by D’Albert, and ‘Czar Und Zimmer- 
man,’ 


DUSOLINA GIANNINI 
AT HOLLYWOOD BOWL 


Dusolina Giannini, Met dramatic 
soprano, will co-star at the Hollywood 
Bowl this summer, in an all operatic 
night with Richard Bonelli, July 23- 
24. The soprano will also make a 
half dozen USO appearances. 

She is negotiating now with Gae- 
tano Merola, impresario of the San 
Francisco Opera Co. for appearances 
this fall, and will also appear with 
the Chicago Opera Co. before re- 
turning to the Met. She opens her 
concert tour with the Minneapolis 
Symphony Oct. 30. 

Bowl concerts will be given this 
year with the Government limit of 
5,000 on attendance. Concerts will 
be given twice, with the orchestra 
and soloists agreeing to play and 
perform twice to enable a profit to 
be made. = 

Soloists selected include Vladimir 
Horowitz, Jose Iturbi, Artur Ru- 
binstein, Serge Rachmaninoff, Jascha 
Heifetz, Joseph Szigeti, Nathan Mil- 
stein, Richard Bonelli, a week of 
the Ballet Russe and the Symphony 
under Eugene Ormandy and John 
Barbirolli if he returns from Eng- 
land in time. Negotiations are also 
being conducted to secure Leopold 
Stokowski. 




















Polyna Stoska Opens Tour 
In Home Town, Worcester 


Polyna Stoska, dfamatic -soprano, 
will open her first American tour in 
Worcester, Oct. 9. She is booked 
for concerts in Boston, Syracuse, 
Norfolk and Utica among the im- 
portant cities with some 20 now on 
the books and”~a tour of 35-40 as- 
sured, a phenomenal number for a 
newcomer. 

Singer, Worcester born, attended 
the Juilliard school and sang in 
Europe from 1933-1940 in most of the 


| principal opera houses before the 


war forced her homecoming. She 
is known as a Wagnerian soprano al- 
though her repertoire embraces the 
Italian and French roles as well: 


Egon Petri on CBS 


Egon Petri, Dutch pianist, opens a 
series of sustaining broadcasts over 
CBS July 5 from 11:05 to 11:30 from 
Ithaca, N. Y., where he is spending 
the summer teaching at Cornell, 
Pianist will be on the air until the 
start of his fall tour in October. 

Among some of the 45-50 engage- 
ments he will play this season will 
be with Frank Black’s NBC Sym- 
phony at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Nov. 
27; the National Symphony in Bal- 
timore and Washington, Dec. 15 and 
16; the Trenton Symphony, Jan. 12, 
and a recital at Carnegie Hall Oct. 
30. Last season he played 41 dates 
under the WGN banner. 











Lewisohn, Stadium Concerts in 
N. Y. opened its 25th season Thurs. 
day (18) with 12,000 in attendance to 
hear Artur Rubinstein appear as 
soloist with the N. Y. Philharmonic 
in the Rachmaninoff Second Piano 
Concerto under Artur Rodzinski, 
Pianist was in excellent form. Pro.- 
gram opened with a rather routine 
and uninspired reading of the Weber 
overture to ‘Freischutz’ and closed 
with a dragged and prosaic inter- 
pretation of Brahms First Sym- 
phony. The tone of the orchestra 
was generally good except for the 
occasional weaknesses in the wood- 
winds and some blasting of the brass, 
Rubinstein encored the _ concerto 
with four selections in which his 
\playing again revealed high stand- 
ards. 

The Stadium’s second night was 
dedicated to new Russia with Private 
Eugene List, in uniform, appearing 
as soloist in the Shostakovitch piano 
concerto. The work itself slowed 
progeedings considerably, but List 
played with ample feeling. (As a 
stunt he was appointed a corporal 
at the close. His raise in pay is not 
likely to excite the pianist who drew 
fees of $750-$1,000 a performance.) 
The Marche Heroique of Gliere, 
Shostakovitch’s Fifth Symphony, and 
the Internationale made up the bal- 
ance of a not too interesting pro- 
gram. Attendance was 4,000. 

The third night 14,000 heard an 
all Tschaikowsky program with Al- 
bert Spalding as violin soloist in the 
concerto in D Major. Program opened 
with a tremendous reading of the 
‘Romeo and Juliet Fantasia’ with 
Artur Rodzinski and the orchestra 
both in top form. Spalding, how- 
ever, was not always in good form. 
Many of his tones were squeaky and 
thin on top, and some deviated from 
pitch, especially in the first move- 
ment and more particularly in the 
difficult cadenzas. 

Sunday (21), a crowd of 3,000 at- 
tended Lewisohn Stadium for the 
first non-soloist night. Program 
marked the last appearance of Rod- 
zinski as conductcr. A good reading 
of the ‘Oberon Overture’ opened the 
program, which was followed by a 
superb performance of “Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony. Much more co- 
ordination between the strings and 
the brass sections was noticeable 
with the improved power of the for- 
mer aiding the performance immeas- 
urably. Ravel’s ‘Daphnis et Chloe 
Suite No. 2, and Kern’s Scenario for 
Orchestra on themes from ‘Shows 
boat’ closed the-program and Rode 
zinski’s stay. 


FRENCH ITEMS TO MARK 
CHICAGO’S ’42 OPERA 


Chicago, June 23. 

The Chicago Opera company will 
open its 32d annual season on Nov. 
7 for a five-week run, Company 
will charge $1 to $4 for admission. 

French revivals will feature the 
season, with Lily Pons, Lawrence 
Tibbett, Grace Moore, John Charles 
Thomas, Helen Jepson, Jan Kiepura, 
Gladys Swarthout, Richard Crooks, 
Josephine Antoine, Giovanni Martie 
nelli, Rose Bampton, Alexander Kip- 
nis, Coe Glade and Richard Bonelli 
among the artists set so far. 

Fortune Gallo remains as general 
manager and Giovanni Martinelli 
will probably stay on as artistic 
manager. Last season Gallo reduced 
the annual loss from $125,00N to 
$19,000. 








Ruth Posselt Opens Oct. 12 
At Wellesley College 


Ruth Posselt, violinist, opens her 
fall concert tour at Wellesley Oct. 
12. The violinist is booked for six 
symphony dates, these being with 
the Detroit orchestra Dec. 31; Cin- 
cinnati, Jan. 15 and 16; Cleveland, 
March 11 and 13, and then Boston. 

She is being sold by Boosey & 
Hawkins. 





ITURBI’S SUMMER DATES 
Beverly Hills, June 23. 
Jose Iturbi wil fly July 5 to 
Rochester to conduct the summer 
symphony July 7, 11 and 14. He al- 
so will make summer appearances 
at Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, 
and at Lewisohn Stadium with Ar- 
gentinita in August. 
The balance of his summer will 
be spent making USO appearances 





and patroling the Atlantic as & 
civilian pilot. 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 





Pelham Heath Inn, outside New York City, has found it impossible to 
carry out its plans to enlarge. Priorities prevented the acquisition of steel 


beams to strengthen portions of the 


building, thereby enabling partitions 


to be knocked out. Herman Schubert, operator, had ideas of doubling the 
spot’s capacity and installing a more powerful name band policy. Bob 


Allen’s band is current. 


When plans for enlarging the spot first were broached it was thought 


that materials which are under 


priorities would not be needed, 


that it would siniply entail elimination of partitions. Construction inspec- 
tors apparently cold-watered that idea. 





Benny Goodman was forced to remake a group of records at Columbia 
studios last week, because he changed vocalists between the time he orig- 


inally made them and their release. 


Dick Haymes joined the band at the 


beginning of its Paramount theatre, N. Y. date four weeks ago, replacing 
Art London, so the band and Haymes went back to Columbia to do 


‘Serenade In Blue,’ ‘Girl from Kalam 
from the film ‘Orchestra Wife.’ 

Cootie Williams, colored trumpete 
leading his own band, sat in with th 
Hymie Schertzer, in place of Vido M 
gan’s outfit. 


azoo,’ “Take Me’ and ‘Idaho,’ first two 


r formerly with Goodman, but now 
e band on the recording date, as did 
usso, who’s now leading Bunny Beri- 





Frankie Carle, pianist with Horace 


Heidt’s orchestra, is being mentioned 


as a possibility to take over Eddy Duchin's band when the latter goes into 
the Navy next month. Nothing definite. Music Corp. of America, which 
handles both Duchin and Heidt, deny knowledge of the move. 





DISC JOCKEYS 
MOBILIZE FOR 
SERVICE MEN 


Dick Gilbert of WHN, disc jockey 
chairman of Records for Our Fight- 
ing Men, spent the weekend in 
Washington and Baltimore lining-up 
fellow platter-spinners in the na- 
tional campaign to collect $7,000,000 
outmoded, worn, broken and un- 
wanted phonograph records to be 
turned in for new ones to be given 
to American soldiers, sailors and 
marines, 


The capital’s turntable maestros 
have joined the campaign with 
every station represented on the re- 
gional committee, comprised of 
Arthur Godfrey, WJSV; Tony 
Wakeman, WINX; Art Brown and 
Russ Hodges, WOL; Fred Swan, 
WRC and WMAL; and Norman 
Reed and Pete Harkins of WWDC. 


In Baltimore, Gilbert was host at 
lunch to Rosser Folks of WBAL, 
Eddie Hubbard and Bill Willse of 
WITH, and Erwin Elliott cf WFBR. 


At a breakfast meeting in Phila- 
delphia on Monday (22), Arthur 
Simon, general manager of WPEN, 
Stated that he was confident ‘of the 
full cooperation of this city’s sta- 
tion managers. Among the others 
present were Leroy Miller, of KYW; 
Pat Stanton, vice-president of 
WDAS; Lou London and Al Henry 
of WPEN, 


Maxine Keith of* WOV flew to 
Boston Sunday to do a similar job of 
explaining the objectives of Records 
for Our Fighting Men but was un- 
able to return to New York in t’.1e 
to report to an informal meeting of 
the dise jockey committee Monday 
‘“ternoon (22). 

So successful was the personal 
ccntact idea that next Sunday Gil- 
bert will fly to Chicago and Detroit; 
Miss Keith wil. visit Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland and Cincinnati; and Paul 
Brenner of WAAT rs scheduled for 
Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo. 
_RFOFM has been recognized offi- 
Clally by President Roosevelt’s Com- 
m'tte on War Relief Agencies. 


LOUIS LILIENFELD IS 
BANKRUPT IN N. Y. 


Orchestra leader Louis’ Lilienfeld 
filed a bankruptcy petition in N. Y. 
Federal court Saturday (20) listing 
liabilities of $12,423 and no assets. 

He claims to have earned $900 
from June, 1940 to June, 1942. 

















ae Coon, vocalist with Charlie 
rab band, has left the organization. 

isk, in Chicago, lining up new con- 
tracts with his manager, Nick Pero- 
zoff, is auditioning new singers for 


‘Ernie Holst Quits GAC; 
Heller Succeeds Him 


Ernie Holst, ex-bandleader, leaves 
his salesman post at General Amuse- 
ment Corp.’s New York headquar- 
ters. His place will be taken by 
Seymour Heller, who had been as- 
sistant to one-night booker Dick 
Gabbe. Job entails booking small 
cocktail units and location work for 
full-size orchestras. 

Neal Lang, ex-husband of Martha 
Raye who joined GAC the same time 
Holst did about eight months ago, 
is now a Captain in the Air Corps, 
stationed at Washington, D. C. He 
left GAC three weeks ago. 


JIMMY DORSEY 
DEVELOPS HABIT 


Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra cracked 
its fifth straight theatre gross rec- 
ord at the Earle Theatre, Philadel- 
phia, last week. Dorsey finished the 
stanza with a b.o. total of $37,491, 
surpassing Glenn Miller’s mark of 
$34,100, previous high for a band at 
the house. All-time stage show rec- 
ord at the Earle, however, was rung 
up by Joe Penner some years ago. 
Gross then was over $38,000. 

Prior to going into the Earle the 
Dorsey outfit played four weeks at 
the Strand theatre, New York, with 
Bette Davis’ ‘In This Our Life,” and 
the combination set a new b.o. rec- 
ord for each of the four weeks it 
played, that is, the first week’s gross 
($60,000) broke the house record, 
second was best for a second week, 
and so on. 

On his last day at the Earle, Dor- 
sey distributed to cashiers, ushers, 
stagehands, officials, etc., more than 
($1,000 worth of War Stamps. Band 
i|went on three-week vacation yes- 
| terday (Tuesday). On a one-nighter 
|at Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., Sat- 
urday (20) Dorsey broke another 
| record, playing to 5,812 dancers. 











eden to Place Disked 
Pleas for Old Platters; 
Name Leaders’ Voices 








One-minute, transcribed pleas by 
name bandleaders on the Columbia 
Record roster are being cut in be- 
half of Records for Our Fighting 
Men, recently organized to provide 
records and victrolas for Army 
camps. Made at Columbia’s N. Y. 
studio, the discs will be shipped to 
various American Legion posts, 
which will get them aired on as 
many independent radio stations as 
pessibie throughout the country. 
Platters, of course, ask for coopera- 
tion in the drive for old records. 

These old records will be sold to 
record manufacturers for the shel- 
lac they contain, the proceeds go- 
ing to purchase new discs and turn- 





the band. 


tables for soldiers. 





MUSIC THRIVED 


Check of Bookers Finds All 
Concurring—It’s a Life of 
Worry and Special Prob- 
lems, But Grosses Remain 
Pleasing and New Types 
of Dates Develop 








TRAVEL BIG FRET 





By BERNIE WOODS 

Despite the paralyzing blows the 
band business has suffered in the 
past few months—the great reduc- 
tion in record production, almost 
insurmountable transportation diffi- 
culties, conscription of musicians, 
etc..—the industry is in as good shape 
as it has ever been at this time of 
year, according to bookers’ date 
sheets. Summer normally sees a 
boom in bookings of all types: 
there is always a shortage of good 
bands. This seasor is no different 
from any oth>-r. 


One-night bookers, theatre men, 
lecation salesmen all have a similar 
answer to a ‘how’s business’ query. 
Without exception, ‘it’s good.’ 
They’re cleaned out of open time 
on major properties, and little un- 
filled time remains on lesser names 
between now and Auyust. 


Harry Moss, MCA exec in New 
York, asserts that that czency has 
had to turn down queries for talent 
in numerous instances. Dick Gabbe 
and Harry Romm, at GAC, say the 
same. While one-night bookings 
have fallen off 20-25% this June, 
Moss points out, as far as that 
agency is concerned, other things 
have come along to take their 
places. Potomac River Boat Line, 
Washington, D. C., for example, is 
now a one and two week stand 
whereas it formerly confined its 
buying for weekends only. 

Celleges Open Summers 

In addition there are scattered 
dates at colleges, which are con- 
ducting summer semesters this year 
for the first time. Charlie Barnet’s 
band, which opens a month’s stay 
at Atlantic City’s Steel Pier, July 
5, leaves the Pier for one night July 
10 to play at Penn State College, a 
type of work-opportunity never be- 
fore available. There are some paid 
dances in other unexpected places, 
too, such as the one Johnny ‘Scat 
Davis plays at Maxwell Field, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., Saturday (27) for air 
corps graduates, 

Amusement parks are using their 
usual quota of talent. Palisades 
Park, Fort Lee, N. J.; Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit; Cedar Point, San- 
dusky, O., are all operating, to men- 
tion a few. And they’re doin: good 
business, according to reports. 


While the 20-25% reduction in 
one-night booking mentioned by 
Moss (and echoed by others) has 


been caused by leaders who prefer 
locations to dealing with transpor- 


tation headaches, one-nighting has 
been very profitable to those bands 
working them. Gas rationing in the 


e. stern territory was expected to be 


a sharp deterrent in less popu- 
lated regions, as tires and fuel 
problems loomed to bands them- 
selves. Yet there have b2zen few 
poor grosses turned tn. 

At Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., 


Saturday night (20), a spot which 
figured to be seriously handicapped 
by lack of transportation, Jimmy 
Dorsey playec to 5,812 dancers, a 
new high for the 28-year-old ball- 
room. Of course, that’s an isolated 
example, but it proves what bookers 
have been contending from the first, 
that if a powerful enough name is 
the bait, ther. will be ‘business as 
usual.” That gasoline wasn’t plen- 
tiful over the week-end is attested 
t. by daily newspapers stories of 
dry filling stations from Maine to 
the Carolinas. 

Even suburban New York rozd- 
houses, which were conversationally 
doomed when gas rationing started, 
are holding tieir own. Alvino Rey 
had the best week his band ever 
+ experienced at Frank Dailey’s Mea- 








Mills Brothers to L. A.; 
First Time in Years 


Mills Brothers go to the Coast 
next month for the first time in 
several years. They open at the 
Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, 
July 28 for at least six weeks. 
Group is currently at the Ritz-Carl- 
ton hotel, Boston, hopping thence to 
the Trocadero, Henderson, Ky., and 
on to the Coast. 

Singers will have a Blue network 
wire once weekly, done from a local 
studio in each city. Spot is Sunday 
afternoons following Pearson & Al- 
len, 6:45-7 p.m. 


NEW SURVEY OF 
SHELLAC STOCK 


Record company executives and 
officials of the War Production Board 
will huddle today (Wed.) in Wash- 
ington over the next shellac allot- 
ment to be distributed to the disc 
manufacturers. An accounting will 
be made of the amounts of the vital 
material the companies have used in 
the three months since the Govern- 








how much is on hand, what the Gov- 
ernment will require, etc. Initial 
rations given the companies back in 
March were to last until June 30, 
when another inventory was sched- 
uled to be taken. 

Another problem to be discussed, 
and one that’s becoming increasingly 
serious, is the shortage’ of copper. 
It’s very possible that the lack of 
that metal will hurt the recording 
biz as much as the lack of shellac, 
in time. 

While innumerable attempts have 
been made since March to develop 
a substitute for shellac, by company 
chemists and private ones alike, 
nothing has been formulated that 
will do the same job. It’s under- 
stood that materials have been de- 
veloped which could replace the 
India product, but all show wearing 
qualities far inferior to the original. 
Since juke boxes, which eat up 35% 
of the total output of popular plat- 
ters, are hard on discs, anything in- 
ferior to the present surfacing would 
be unpopular with operators. 


Will Bradley Fronting Band 
(Probably Castle’s) For 
String of Theatre Dates 


who disbanded his 
is re- 








Will Bradley, 
orchestra a few weeks ago, 
turning to the band business tempo- 
rarily to play some theatre dates. 
He opens July 9 at Loew’s State, 
| N.Y., with the remaining weeks still 
will 


|indefinite. He not reorganize 


for the dates, but will lead another 
organized band. It’s probable that 
the outfit selected will be Lee 
Castle’s, which recently played a 
theatre tour under Artie Shaw. 
Bradley, who quit his recently or- 


ganized band because of an illness, 
allegedly owes the William Morris 
agency around $3,000. Morris books 
him. 

Artie Shaw Led Castle’s 

Artie Shaw reported for duty with 
the U. S. Naval Reserve Friday 
(19) morning, on schedule, and im- 
mediately received a nine-day fur- 
lough to go home and rest up. Day 
before (18) he had completed a five- 
week theatre tour at the head of 
Lee Castle’s orchestra. 

Leader will be stationed at a pre- 
liminary training center on Staten 
Island, N. Y., when he reports again 
Monday (29). 
dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., last 
week. Claude Thornhill, at Glen 
Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
set up a new Saturday night record 








at that spot (20). 


i} 


ment moved in on their reserves, ; 


attempts were made over the past 
weekend to secure special dispensa- 
tion for the use of busses by travel- 
ling colored bands, to no avail. All 
busses were yanked off the road as 
of midnight Monday (22), leaving 
a comparatively small number of 
outfits to find their way to sched- 
uled one-nighters as best they can, 
Office of Defense Transportation, 
which had twice deferred the dead- 
line for clearing of busses out of the. 
band business, found it impossible 
to allow any more time. It was 
pointed out by Joseph B. Eastman, 
head of the ODT, that no partiality 
could be shown the orchestra indus- 
try when other phases of business 
also suffered by the order. 


The same answer was given to 
bookers of colored cutfits when the 
latter pleaded for more time. Move 
s those bookers, pariicularly the 
offices of Moe Gale and Joe Glaser, 
hard at work over the weekend 
figuring train schedules in an effort 
to route Andy Kirk, Louis Arm- 
strong, Lionel Hampton, etc., by rail 
w'thout missing any committments, 
Since the routes of each were orig- 
inally laid out to be covered by 
road, the bookers faced almost a 
superhuman job. Few white bands 
wer. interrupte. by the bus re- 
n.oval order. Most of the ones who 
hit the road within the past few 
veeks anticipated the problem, and 
went out by private car. They'll 
travel that way until tires wear 
thin, then shift to trains. 


Train riding isn't easy for colored 
bands, however, particularly in the 
south, the best terr’tory for them. 
Jim Crow rules on southern lines 
make routing a difficult task. 


GASSED OUT IS 
LAYOFF TERM 
FOR 1942 


Maestro Danny Yates _ typifies 
many a location maestro who has 
been ‘gassed out,’ as they now call 
it, by the tire-petrol situation. He 
had an annual summer engagement 
at the Riverside, an inn at Smith- 
town, on Long Island, which will 
now dispense with live music be- 
cause of the motoring curtailment. 

Yates similarly had a steady win- 
ter spot in Miami Beach, ‘and that 
too is now under military occupation 
for the duration. 


HARRY STEEPER NEW 
AIDE TO PETRILLO 











Harry Steeper, president of the 
Jersey City, N. J., local of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 


has been appointed first assistant to 
AFM president James C. Petrillo. 


| He takes over the spot left vacant 
|} recently by the death of Bert Hen- 


derson. Steeper was chairman of 
the WPA Music Committee, 

His appointment to the AFM’s 
New York headquarters necessitates 
giving up his presidency of the 
Jersey local, of course. 


Sally Lang’s First Job 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 
Couple of days after she won an 








|amateur contest on Brian McDon- 
| ald’s weekly hour here over WJAS, 


Sally Lang, a local girl, was taken 
on by Jimmy Gamble as vocalist 
with his band. Gamble caught her 
at a benefit show where McDonald 
had taken the gal the night she 
copped the prize on his radio show. 

Maestro opened engagement yes- 
terday (22) here at Kennywood Park, 
giving Miss Lang a big-time spot for 





her first pro job. 


ROSPEROUS BIZ 


DESPITE WAR. | Busses Yanked Leaving Negro Bands 
Jam-Crowed on One-Night Stands 
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Morgan-Dennis Day Big 456 in N. Y.; 


Hutton Fine $21,500 in D.C. But Fields 
NS.G. 126, Balto, Harris, 186, Mols.' 








(Estimates for This Week) 

Skinnay Ennis, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-65-75)—With ‘My Favor- 
ite Blonde’ (Par). Strong $45,000 in 
prospect, due chiefly to the Bob 
Hope film. 

Shep Fields, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )— 
With ‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO). 
N.s.g. at possible $12,000. 

Ella Fitzgerald, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65)—With 
‘Strange Case of Dr. Rx’ (U) and 
‘Lone Star Ranger’ (20th) on screen. 
Tisket Tasket singer catching trade 
for fine $13,000. 

Benny Goodman, New York (Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99)—With 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) on screen. Wound 
up profitable four-week run last 
night (Tuesday), with final stanza 
being $34,000, close behind third 
week’s $36,500. 

Phil Harris, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). First en- 
gagement here for Harris and his 
outfit and they’re making fine im- 
pression and heading for big gross. 
With ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) on screen, 
looks like good $18,000. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Washington 
(Earle; 2,216; 28-39-44-66) — With 
*Wife Takes a Flyer’ (Col). Sizzling 
biz at $21,500. Everybody can take 
bows, but most of all the war, which 
has boomed theatre b.o. here im- 
measurably. 

Frankie Masters, Cleveland (Pal- 
ace; 3,700; 35-40-45-55-70)—Tabbed 
with Shirley Ross, film and radio 
canary, plus ‘Broadway’ (Col). No 
local competish, so solid $21,000. 

Russ Morgan, New York (Strand; 

756; 35-55-75-85-99). With Dennis 

ay on stage, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) on 
screen. Morgan band and Day are 
lending very able support for the 
picture, with big $45,000 or over 
seen on first week. Begins second 
week Friday (26). 

Ozzie Nelson, San _ Francisco 
(Golden Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65)—With 
‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Socko 
$21,000, aimost entirely on band and 
surrounding stage show. 

Raymond Scott, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-55-66)—-With George 
Tapps, Dean Murphy and ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par). Scott creating 
more favorable talk for his music 
each time around, but he can't over- 
@ome panning film received. Under 
recent average here at $16,500. 

Muggsy Spanier, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 )—With 
‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and Judy 
Ganova and George Price as stage 
headliners. Latter names chiefly re- 
sponsible for nice $19,000. 





Cash Separates T. Dorsey 
From Harpist Girard 


Only Tommy Dorsey’s inability to 
get together on salary with Adele 
Girard last week prevented her 
from joining his band. Miss Girard, 
wife of. clarinetist Joe Marsala, 
would have played harp in Dorsey’s 
new string section. She’s rated very 
highly as a swingster on her instru- 
menj, having played with her hus- 
band’s jive combination. Marsala 
was to have joined Dorsey, too. 

Chuck Peterson, one of Dorsey’s 
featured trumpeters, leaves that 
band next week to Join Woody Her- 
man in place of Ray Linn. He 
eatches up with Herman July 2 at 
Gedar Point, Sandusky, O. 





| Cedar Point Bookings 


Cedar Point, O., June 23. 

On June 13, this place inaugurated 
its 44th season as a summer resort, 
while the ballroom started its fourth 
year under a name band policy. 
Gene Krupa’s orchestra, here for the 
first week, drew about 2,000 cus- 
tomers on opening night and it looks 
like the ballroom will have another 
good summer. 

Harry James will probably be 
penciled in the closing four days, in- 
cluding Labor Day, but this is not 
definite. Eddie Duchin previously 
listed, had to be erased when called 
by the Navy. 

Broadcasting arrangements have 
again been set with the NBC Red 
network, through WTAM, Cleveland, 
with three evenings a week. 


Neither Rain 
Nor Heat Deter 
J. Dorsey, Masters 











(Estimates) 


Jimmy Dorsey (Hershey Park, 
Hershey, Pa., June 20). Dorsey 
scattered Glenn Miller’s record here, 
with 5,812 admissions ranging up to 
$1.10, including 254 spectators at 55c. 
Gross was $5,613, a new high in the 
spot’s 28-year existence. Night, be- 
fore (19), at Fernbrook Park, Dallas, 
Pa., band had a heavy rainstorm to 
combat, yet played to 4,012 at $1.10; 
last year outfit played to 4,600 here. 
At Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn., 
Sunday (21), rain hurt again, but 
very satisfactory 3,400 turned up at 
$1.10. 

Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., June 15-20). Jur- 
gens’ fourth week was his best yet, 
a 15% increase over previous, Even 
poor weather didn’t keep 15,200 
away at $1.45 pair fora gross of $11,- 
020. Band stays indefinitely. 

Clyde Lucas (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, Pa., June 20). Lucas 
was hit hard by heat wave, playing 
to sub-par 600 at $1.10. 

Vaughn Monroe (Roseland-State 
B., Boston, June 16). Month of one- 
nighters and week at local theatre 
in this area was believed to have 
milked Boston dry of Monroe dough, 
but band played to 2,000 at $1.10, as- 
sertedly biggest crowd in over four 
years. Night before (15) band drew 


ifine 2,100 at Canobie Lake, Salem, 


N. H., at $1.10. 

Frankie Masters (Palace T., Can- 
ton, O., June 15-17). Masters beat 
rain and usual laggy attendance on 
opening three days of week, by run- 
ning up a better total Monday to 
Wednesday than better known 
bands have done on Friday to Sun- 
day. In 1,900 seat house he pulled 
$4,491 at 60c top, a record. 





Al Navarro, former Harry Marsh- 
ard saxophonist at Hotel Somerset, 
Boston, replaced Jack Edwards with 
his own band at Narragansett hotel, 
Providence. Edwards is now at 
Hotel Statler, Boston. 





—_ — 
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indefinite Engagement 
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Band Bookings 








Ella Fitzgerald, July 2, City Aud., 
Houston, Tex.; 3, City Aud., Gal- 
veston; 4, City Aud., Dallas; 5, City 
Aud., Fort Worth; 6, Library Aud., 
San Antonio; 10, Cotton Club, Port 
Arthur, Tex.; 11-13, Rhythm Club, 
New Orleans; 14, Beale St. Aud., 
Memphis, Tenn.; 15, Dreamland, 
Little Rock, Ark.; 16, Castle B., St. 
Louis. , 

Erskine Hawkins, July 2, Polish 
Community Center, White Plains, 
N. Y.; 3-9, Howard T., Baltimore; 10- 
16, Royal T., Baltimore. 

Jay McShann, July 3, Nu-Elm B., 
Youngstown, O.; 4, So-Ho Com- 
munity Center, Pittsburgh; 5, Cotton 
Club, Cincinnati; 10, Castle B., St. 
Louis; 11, Recreation Center, DeWitt, 
Iowa; 13, Aud., Moberly, Mo.; 14-26, 
King’s B., Lincoln, Neb. 

Alex Bartha, July 2, two weeks, 
Arcadia B., New York City; 18, week, 
Palisades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Al Donahue, June 25, Cocoanut 
Grove, Salt Lake me! 27-July 4, 
Commercial H., Elko, Nev.; July 9- 
15, Elitch Gardens, Denver; 17-23, 
Oriental T., Chicago. ae 

Charlie Spivak, July 19-25, Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City: 3l-Aug. 6, 
Cedar Point, Sandusky, O.; 7, week, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit; 14-Sept. 
10, Sherman H., Chicago. 

Woody Herman, cune 26, week, 
Cedar Point, Sandusky, O.; July 3, 
Del Rio B., Kankakee, IIl.; 4, Electric 
Park, Waterloo, Ia.; 5, Eagle B., Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; 7, Avalon B., LaCrosse, 
Wis.; 8, Prom B., St. Paul; 9, Lake 
Okoboji, Arnold’s “ark, Ia.; 10, Royal 
Grove, Omaha, Neb.; 11, Turnpike 
Casino, Lincoln; 12 Meadow Acres, 
Topeka, Kan.; 13, Tower B., Pitts- 
burgh, Kan; 14, Skyline B., Tulsa, 
Okla.; 15, Aud., Oklahoma City; 16, 
Trocadero, Wichita. 

Glenn Miller, July 3, Sports Arena, 
Rochester, N. Y.; 7, three weeks, 
Sherman H., Chicago; 17, week, East- 
wood Gardens, Detroit; 24, Buffalo 
T., Buffalo; 31, week, Palace T., 
Akron, O.; Aug. 8-9, Million Dollar 
Pier, Atlantic City. 

Louis Jordan-Claude Trenier, July 
2, Aud., Waycross, Ga.; 3, Grant’s 
Park, Charlesion, S. c.; 4, Apollo 
Aud., Tampa, Fla.; 5, Rockland 
Palace, Miami, Fla.; 6, West Palm 
Beach; 7, Two-Spot C., Jacksonville, 
Fla.; 8, Municipal Aud., Savannah; 
9, City Aud., Atlanta; 10, Township 
Aud., Atlanta. 

Benny Goodman, June 25, Port 
Stanley, Ont., Can.; 26-July 2, Fox 
T., Detroit; 3, Kennywood Park, 
Pittsburgh. 


DRAFT TAKES ALL BUT 
ONE ELLIOTT TOOTER 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 

Baron Elliott, local bandleader, 
who has just received an extension 
of his contract from the Oh Henry 
ballroom, Chicago, has but one man 
left from the crew he had with him 
when he left the William Penn hotel 
here 13 weeks ago. What instru- 
mentalists in Elliott’s unit the U. S. 
services didn’t take other bandmen 
raided. 

The lone instrumentalist of the 


original 13 is Bebe Rhodes, sax- 
vocalist. 








Sacks Back From Coast 


Manie Sacks, Columbia Phono- 
graph recording exec is back in 
N. Y. from a 10-day trip to Chi- 
cago and the Coast to contact artists 
slated for filmusicals or due to go 
into the service, such as Eddy 
Duchin. Latter checks into Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station, MIli- 
nois, July 15 as a_ senior-grade 
lieutenant. 

Columbia recorders such as Harry 
James, Xavier Cugat, Les Brown, 
Ginny Sims and Buddy Clark all 
have film commitments, latter three 
in one RKO package, and Col is 
tieing in for future exploitation 
values, 








On the Upbeat 


Ted Weems, rounding out 12 week 
run at the Blackhawk, Chicago, heads 
for a road trip starting with a week 
at Indianapolis, July 3. 

At same time two new men were 
added to orchestra. They are Joe 
Wiedman, trumpet player replacing 
Dee Palmer; and Johnny Reynolds, 
trombonist who replaces Les Jenkins. 











Joe Miranda now in the Cascades 
Room, Hotel Pick-Ohio, Youngs- 
town. ° 





Chuck Foster band opens four- 
week engagement Friday (26) at Bill 
Green’s, Pittsburgh, replacing Don 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 


Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Tommy Dorsey...Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)....cccccsseeees 5D 6,450 28,900 
Ray Heatherton..Biltmors (300; $1-$1.50)............. 8 450 5,250 
Guy Lombardo*,..Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)..... stbestee DD 2,825 14,600 
Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 6 2,225 13,775 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........19 1,575 27,500 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 7 2,725 17,650 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1).......seseeee1l 800 6,525 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50). Definitely on the upbeat and 
will chalk up 4,500 covers with the aid of graduation parties. Martin win- 
ning back his old following, although not pulling the jive trade due to that 
stiff cover jolt, 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Should do another nice 4,500 
and, considering other musical attractions around, that’s sizeable. 





Chicago 


Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Final 
week for Eddy Duchin here. Band has done a bang-up job here, as he has 
always done. Last week again big at 4,700 customers, with plenty of grad- 
uation parties. Tommy Tucker orchestra next. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Goes along 
quietly, with Joy doing well here. Built last week to 1,900 patrons. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). This 
room continues to be the big powerhouse location spot for ali bands. Gray 
hit fine 5,500 last week, with particularly big week-end. 

Eddy Oliver (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.), 
Oliver replaced Neil Bondshu, but the big attraction here now is Morton 
Downey, who is putting plenty of heft into the room with 2,200 patrons, 





Boston 


Leo Reisman (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). With but 
two pleasant evenings of weather the past week, business on this roof 
dropped about 20% compared to the previous week, when 1,800 paid covers. 
Dinner traffic continued fine. Nat Brandwynne comes in on the 26th. 

Jack Edward (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). On first week 
here, Edwards played to 700 covers over Friday-Saturday, only late nights, 
plus excellent dinner biz. 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With McGowan 
and Mack Ice Revue in first week, and Saunders eighth, business was good 
with 1,250 covers, and fine dinner trade. 


Philadelphia 
Leo Zollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 


min.). Picked up slightly despite muggy week-end to register 1,229 sup- 
per customers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, eighth week and last). Heading 
for a terrific 23,000 on finale and certain to set an all-time high for eight 
weeks here. Les Brown succeeds June 23. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). Steadily climbing and 
augurs a very big 6,500 for his second week. 

Ted Lewis (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). Veteran maestro whip- 
ping them in beautifully and heading to a 9,500 figure. Nifty and above last 
week’s, 

Rudolph Friml, Jr. (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Not much of a 
much but regarded as an average 3,500 in offing. 

‘+ 














Bestor. Latter slated to return later 


in summer. ‘’'m going to move to 


The Outskirts of Town’’ 





Billy Catizone 4 is at Hotel Wil- 
liam Penn’s Continental Bar, Pitts- 
burgh, comprising Catizone, violin; 
Lennox Gordon, guitar; Deno Belli, 
accordion, and John Fritz, bass. 


sé H 949 
Basie Blues 
Columbia Record No. 36601 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 





Johnny Kacach orchestra renewed 
until latter part of August in Gabe’s 
Grill, New Brunswick, N. J. 








Speed MHansen’s hill-billy band 
making music for Harry Sherman’s 
Hopalong Cassidy picture, ‘Lost Can- 
yon,’ at Paramount. 


Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
Dir. William Morris Agency 














Harry James gives way at the Pal- 
ladium, Hollywood,to Les Brown, 
Woody Herman, Abe Lyman and 
Gene Krupa in that. order. 





at the piano 


SONNY 
KENDIS 


and his orchestra 





Johnny Richards’ band opened at 
Jantzen Beach Ballroom, Portland, 
Ore., Monday (22) for two weeks. 





Enoch Light’s orchestra begins en- 
gagement in Atlantic City’s Marine 
Ballroom (Steel Pier) Saturday (27). 





ond Beaman will play July 4/1 Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
and 5. 

New York 
Reggie Childs’ band takes over * 


from Teddy Powell’s for one week at 


entienth <a teas Bhs COLUMBIA RECORDS 




















The new “country tune” sensation, Ernest Tubb’s 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


DICK ROBERTSON BOB ATCHER “ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 4189 Okeh No. 6496 Decca No. 5958 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. | 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 
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| 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 


_ throughout the country, as reported 


by operators to ‘Variety. Names 


of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. One Dozen Roses (6) (Famous).. 
2. Johnny Doughboy (6) (Crawford) 
3. Sleepy Lagoon (9) (Chappell).... 


4. Always In Heart (9) (Remick)... 


*eeeee 


e+e eee 


{Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 
UHarry James...... Columbia 
§ Tommy Tucker........Okeh 
\Sammy Kaye ........Victor 
{Harry James......Columbia 
\Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
{Glenn Miller... 


_ Apple Tree (11) (Robbins)........... a -++ Bluebird 
5. App UKay Kyser......... Columbia 
. Three Sisters (4) (Santly)............ ‘4 f Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
6. T y | Andrews Sisters.......Decca 
, (33) CPamous).......... {Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
7, Tangerine ) . us) “***) Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
I : in) {Tommy Tucker........ Okeh 

8. Threw Kiss In Ocean (4) (Bertin)...... ) Kate Smith....... Columbia 
9. Jersey Bounce (16) (Lewis)............ ) Benny Goodman....... Okeh 
lJimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

10. Who Wouldn't Love You (1) (Maestro).. {Kay Kyser.........Columbia 
URMENGND. iiss devicce des Decca 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below 


number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Somebody Else (16) (Shapiro)....... 
Dieyiar COORG is vcecasivecees... 
Story of Starry Night (Mutual)...... 
Don’t Tell Lie About Me (Santly).... 
Full Moon (Southern)....sesseeeeees 


Jingle, Jangle, Jingle (Paramount) :.. 


All I Need Is You (Miller)........... 


first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 
§ Benny Goodman....... Okeh 

i cas URuss Morgan.........Decca 
§ Harry James...... Columbia 

tis (Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
§ Charlie Spivak......... Okeh 

eae Ts UGlenn Miller.......Bluebird 
§ Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 

sie | Woody Herman.......Decca 
{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 

nr ere \ Tony Pastor........Bluebird 
S MOrte BERGE... ciciccias Decca 

ae Freddy Martin.....Bluebird 
.f{ Ella Fitzgerald........ Decca 


| Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 





Glenn Miller returns to Chicago | 


Lionel Harrison is now first trum- 


for his broadcasts during two-week | peter in the swing band at Camp 
period in July. Miller will aid all | Claiborne, La., where he is a pri- 


the shows over CBS from WBBM! vate. 


He was formerly with Hank 


starting July 7, and running through | Biagini’s band (part of the original 


16th. 


Casa Loma orchestra). 











aaik IS IN THE GROOVE 


WITH THIS SENSATIONAL SPECIAL MATERIAL 


KEEP SMILIN’, KEE 


p \ 


LAUGHIN’, BE HAPPY 


I'M GONNA MO-0-0VE 
TO THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN 


Besant 


UT HIM, 





MA 


SAD WITHOUT HIM, HOW CAN 
| BE GLAD WITHOUT HIM 


BLUES 


Ste 


LEEDS MUSIC CORP.. RKO BLDG.. RADIO CITY, N.Y. 








‘Map Petrillo Defi 


Continued from page 1 








slightest indication as to his ultimate 
objective or line of strategy. While 
recorders are inclined to take Pe- 
trillo’s Dallas statement with utmost 
seriousness, they express themselves 
as puzzled as to just what Petrillo 
is shooting at or for. Some are in- 
clined to the belief that the whole 
AFM campaign will wind up with 
the recorders having to pay more 
for the services of musicians. 


Whiteman Case 


The disc men state that even if 
Petrillo is serious in his determina- 
tion to obtain increased employment 
for local AFM members in taverns 
by bringing pressure tg bear against 
the source of jukebox fodder they 
can’t see how the phonograph com- 
panies can legally co-operate with 
him in that direction, even if they 
wanted to. The Paul Whiteman case 
of four years ago, they point out, 
showed that the courts were opposed 
to any effort by manufacturers to 
control the commercial use of phono- 
graph companies. The disc men also 
recall the efforts of the head of the 
Coin-Machine Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation five years ago to induce some 
tavern men to employ some live mu- 
sicians, as weil as maintaining a 
jukebox in their spots, and how he 
failed completely, 


In other recording quarters there 
exists the feeling that the industry 
will go through the same procedure 
that it did in 1937 when the then 
AFM prez, Joseph N. Weber, like- 
wise banned his members from do- 
ing disc work. Out of the negotia- 
tions that followed the shutdown 
came an agreement by brvadcasters 
throughout the country to employ 
regular staffs of musicians. The vast 
majority of broadcasters have lived 
up to the letter of this agreement, 
but since Petrillo assumed the AFM 
presidency there have been quite a 
few cases of local controversies in 
which the federation has had to shut 
down on remote danceband service 
to the networks before the issues 
could be amicably settled. A few 
recorders believe that Petrillo’s ulti- 
mate objective includes a permanent 
cleaning up of these occasional kick- 
ing over of the traces. 

Broadcasters In 


Meanwhile the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters has inferen- 
tially declared itself as prepared to 
join in a fight against any drastic 
measure that Petrillo may take 
against the further manufacture of 
recordings Word has been passed 
on to transcription manufacturers 
that they can look to the N.A.B.’s 
support. Transcription manufactur- 
ers have during the past week re- 
ceived letters from their station cli- 
ents expressing them as wanting to 
see the fight with the AFM, if there 
is one, fought through to a finish. 
One of these letters cracked, ‘We 
gave ASCAP a good licking and now 
let’s put the musicians union in its 
place.’ 


The* AFM is fully aware of the 
forces of antagonism, not only those 
directly affected but the usual anti- 
labor elements, that will be mob- 
ilized against it, but the federation 
feels that it must face this battle if 
it is to stem the spread of unemploy- 
ment within its ranks. It is the era- 
old fight of the craftsman against 
the machine, of technological prog- 
ress. 

Doomed to be caught in. the mid- 
dle of such a conflict is the music | 
publisher. Phonograph records, par- 
ticularly those which go in the coin- 
machine, have become a valuable 





éxploitation instrument to him, not | 


— 


Disc Jockeys Not Overly Alarmed 
By Petrillo's Threatened Shutdown 





Disc jockeys around the country 
so far are not alarmed over the 
edict of AFM prexy J. C. Petrillo 
banning his unicy’s musicia. . from 
recording any tunes for use in juke- 
boxes or on radio programs. In 
general, jockeys feel that this fight 
will be fought for hem by the sta- 
tions, some 300 or more of them 
depending for existence upon the 
broadcasting of platter music. The 
Aug. 1 desist order (reported in de- 
tail this issue) doesn’t apply to old 
discs and the jockeys feel they can 
go on for months with their backlog 
of stuff. 


‘Without our constant plugging, 
and the tremendous publicity of the 
cumulative plugs of the nation’s 
record players, where would most of 
the popular bands be today?’ is an 
oft-asked ques‘ion. ‘We take plenty 
of unknown and relatively unknown 
bands and build them into name at- 
tractions every year,’ the argument 
continues. 

‘Dees Petriilo think today’s big 
orchestras could do nearly as well 
without our Telp? If there’s any 
doub. about it, maybe he should 
consult the successful members of 
his union.’ 

The plan to put n.ore musicians to 
work is not opposed by any of the 
jockeys, though they point out that 
many members of the AFM aren’t 
technically able tc hold down jobs 
in radio or in spots that depend 
upon music is a major attraction. 

Network musical shows—includ- 
ing the remotes—have educated the 
ears of listeners to a good brand 
of music that simply cannot be 
equalled or even remotely ap- 
proached by most of the men Pe- 
trillo seeks to put to work through 





eliminating jukeboxes and _ the 
broadcasting of phonograph records. 


Whether the elimination of discs 
from the air woul result in the 
greatly increased employment of 
musicians is a moot point. More 
than one station mana ‘er, the rece 
ord spinners declare, are embare- 
rassed witk their house bands now, 
and many cases migh: be cited to 
prove the contention that program 
directors often save preferred to 
schedule their house bands .. little 
as possible, rather than use the full 
air-time permitted by their AFM 
contracts. 

For the moment, the situation is 
one of ‘watchful waiting’ on the 
part of the offendee jockeys, but 
they assertedly are ready to join 
whole-heartedly in a _ concerted 
effort on the part of broadcasting 
stations to put the issue up to the 
public, should etrillo stand firm in 
his resolve. 

Aside from ‘he financial i splica- 
tions of Petrillo’s order (and broad- 
e:sters have declared that it would 
be disastrous to the industry if en- 
forced) there is e¢ pressure of pub- 
lic opinion. It is not entirely with- 
out reason that radio, and especially 
its disc jockeys, feel th:: they can 
win the batt!. of public opinion, 
with the arguments at hand and the 
means to get these arguments into 
the ears of millions. 





WHITE-SMITH DISSOLVES 
Albany, June 23. 
White-Smith Music Publishing Co., 
Inc., Manhattan, has been dissolved, 
Weisman & Grant, New York City, 
filed papers to this effect with the 
Secretary of State in Albany. 











Headed for the No. 1 Popularity Spot / 
THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 
By E. Y. Harburg, Margery Cummings end Bu 


From the M-G-M Picture "Ship Ahoy, 
Red Skelton and Tommy Dorsey 


x 


Every Soldier, 
This First Big Comedy 


I'M DANCIN’ WITH 


THE MAMAS WITH THE MOO-LAH 


Music by Sammy Fain 


Lyric by Jack Yellen 


to speak of their importance as a| + 


source of royalty income. Coming} 
nine months after that tough and_/| 
costly clash with the radio interests, | 


such a showdown would prove a bit- | 
ter pill for the publishers to swal- 
low. 





Advertise Juke Spots 
Cleveland, June 24. 

Phonograph Merchants’ Associa- 
tion sponsoring new half-hour Sat- 
urday p.m. program over WCLE 
(27) to popularize amusement places 
with automatic phonographs and 
help build popularity of tunes on | 
machines. 

PMA controls 4,000 coin-operated 
phonograph machines in Cuyahoga 
County. Program will present, first, 
the five top recorded tunes of the 
week; second, a ‘memory’ tune re- 
quested for revival by listening 
audience; and third, interviews with 
band leaders and prominent musi- 
cians. 





Bill LeRoy, maestro at Pines, 





Pittsburgh, has taken on Gordon 
Morrison to replace him at keyboard | 
and LeRoy is now fronting outfit | 
for first time since he’s had a band. |! 


rton Lane 


* starring Eleanor Powell, 


and his orchestra 


Sailor and Marine Will Be Singing 


Hit Of The War/ 


























































g You, too, will say= 

“It's the top ballad hit =, 

: of Glenn Miller's new picture: 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


John G. Paine, ASCAP general manager, bas resigned from the direc- 
torate of ‘This Is the Army,’ Inc., which was chartered to take care of 
the business angles of the Irving Berlin camp show. Paine withdrew 
when he found that the project was to include a publishing venture. He 
felt that because of his official position at ASCAP he ought not to be 
associated with any organization that engaged in the publishing business. 

Paine explained last week that when he was invited to join the ‘This 
Is the Army’ board he was under the impression and it was to be an ASCAP 
corporation which would receive all royalties and distribute them to the 


armed service relief funds and that the copyrights of the show's score 
were to be controlled by Irving Berlin, Inc., as happened in the case of 
the trust fund established for the song, ‘God Bless America.’ But since 
Berlin has turned it all over to the Army, it’s no longer a Society function. 








‘This Is God’s War,’ new marching song inspired by Joe Louis, will be 
aired by Sammy Kaye's orchestra on NBC next July 4. The Associated 
Music Publishers’ tune was adapted from Carl Byoir’s poem which in 
turn was inspired by Louis’ remark at a Navy Relief rally that ‘God Is On 
Our Side.’ 

Poem on which the song was based was read originally by Conrad 
Nagel at ‘I Am American Day’ services in N. Y. 


T. B. Mock, composer of hymns, filed a judgment of $34 against Broad 
cast Music, Inc., with the N. Y. county clerk’s office last week. The sum 
involved the costs in the arbitration of a suit brought by Mock in the 
N. Y¥. supreme court. 

Mock, who wrote ‘Hail, Prince of Peace,’ charged BMI with breaching 
a contract and asked for the return of some copyrights. The latter have 
meanwhile been reassigned to him. 








Henry Tobias, composer of ‘Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree,’ ‘Miss You’ 
and other hits, is serving as entertainment director of Totem Lodge on 
Burden Lake, back of Troy. Tobias, who helped to make Totem one of 
the leading spots on the summer hotel-club circuit, has charge of the or- 
chestra, in addition to his other duties. 





E. C. Mills, of ASCAP, is reported as having lined up for himself a 
job with the special U. S. commission that will determine the reparations 
due American investors in Mexican properties. The ASCAP board at its 
meeting tomorrow (Thursday) is slated to act on Mills’ further status 
with the Society. 
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JACK NORWORTH TO LAW 


Demands Scrutiny ef Contracts and 
Books on Old Songs with Vogel 


It?s Tempotime 
As Well As Wartime! 








Tempo Presents hens 
Jack Norworth is seeking to com- 
pel Jerry Vogel to retransfer to him 


THE DUKE the renewal assignments on scores 
AND HIS SONE | sie or aervest Mosr’ and "Take 
Me Out to the Ball Game.’ As pre- 

MOON MIST 


liminary steps to proposed litigation 
Written by 


on the issue, Samuel Jesse Buzzell, 
Mercer Ellington 


Norworth’s counsel, has called on 

Vogel for an accounting of royalties 

due Norworth and production of all 

assignment agreements affecting 

Recorded by Norworth’s tunes. Buzzell also put 

; on notice Remick and Broadway Mu- 

Bue Ellington sic, which have a publishing arrange- 

e ment on ‘Moon’ and ‘Ball Game,’ 
Last year it was— respectively, with Vogel. 








. In his communications to Vogel last 

Flamingo week Buzzell demanded that Vogel 

we | show what contracts he held that 

Now it’s— | gave him the rights to the renewal of 

j all of Norworth’s songs and that 

a FE a D : D 0 | Vogel permit an accountant of Nor- 

aie , | worth’s choosing to examine Vogel’s 
The new Jump sensation recorded by 


| books, At the same time Buzzell ad- 
|vised Vogel that all ‘alleged agree- 
DUKE ELLINGTON | ments’ between himself and Nor- 
Victor 27880-A | worth were to be considered as im- 

| mediately terminated, 

8 , , ‘ 

Buzzell likewise put various mo- 
Watch for... j tion picture companies on notice as 








° ° , |to the synchronization uses of Nor- 
1942’s Funniest War Tune || worth tunes. The producers were 
yf ’ permission they would be held for 

any violations of the copyright law 

terday (Tuesday) to serve as con- 

The Wear and Tear sultant at the Warner Bros. studios 
(Qf Loving Someone Like You) f/ture. The late Miss Bayes was his 


advised that if they recorded Nor- 

worth’s numbers without his direct 
And... that might ensue. 

1942’s Cutest Jive Number | Norwoxth left for Hollywood yes- 
|on the Nora Bayes biographical pic- 
wife. 

TEMPO MUSIC, Inc. 
1775 Broadway New York 





Bill Cadmus current at Victorian 
} Room, Hillcrest Hotel, Toledo. 























The Most Talked About 
Musical Innovation in Years! 


TUNE-DEX 


The miniature, encyclopedic, musical reference index 


The first issue, out only last month, has caused a sensation in all branches 
of the efitertainment field from coast to coast. The consensus of opinions 
of the trade mags, columnists, reviewers, publishers and subscriberg is 


“TUNE-DEX is a very valuable service and a basic necessity to everyone 
in the business.”’ ; 


Subscription to TUNE-DEX is strictly limited to those who are actively 
important to the music publishers. Such subscribers receive each month, 
at the cost of only a few cents a day, a musical and information record on 
index cards 3” x 6” of the latest releases as well as past hits of virtually all 
the leading publishers of popular music. Each card contains a chorded lead 
sheet (chorus only), with lyric, and such vitally important information as 
name and address of publisher, composers names, date of copyright, prices 
and keys for vocal and dance arrangements, name of arranger, playing time 
of orks, by whom recorded, and Performing rights alliances. 


DON’T MISS THIS EXTREMELY HELPFUL SERVICE. 
WRITE NOW FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION. 


TUNE-DEX, Inec., 1619 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 
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Music Notes 


Bronislau Kaper composing the 
score for ‘Whistling in Dixie’ at 
Metro. 











Heinz Reemheld assigned to write 
the score for ‘The Hard Way’ at 
Warners. 

Arthur Johnston moves in this 
week as musical directer of Soundies 
for R. C. M. Productions. 





Charles Kisco checked in at Co- 
lumbia to write the score for ‘Lucky 
Legs.’ 





Sol Meyer and Jule Styne wrote 
‘When It's Chilly Down in Chile,’ to 
be sung in ‘Call of the Canyon’ at 
Republic. 





Mario Castelnuova-Tedesco scoring 
‘Presenting Mr. Blabbermouth’ at 
Metro. 





Daniele Amfitheatrof assigned to 
score ‘Vendetta’ at Metro. 





Lou Pollack and Herman Ruby 
cleffed ‘Zip Your Lip,’ based on a 
slogan by Lieut. J. K. Connell. 


RYAN DUFFY 
DISQUALIFIES 
HIMSELF 


Milwaukee, June 23. 
After many postponements and de- 
lays, the long-drawn-out battle be- 
tween the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers on 


one side and the Wisconsin Tavern 
Keepers’ association on the other 
finally got to trial in Federal court 
here this past week, but under differ- 
ent circumstances than the litigants 
had figured on. In a pre-trial con- 
ference, Judge F. Ryan Duffy, whose 
antipathy to ASCAP is well known 
(he fined the Society $32,250 last 
year in a Government anti-trust 
suit) disqualified himself from sitting 
on the case, saying it had been indi- 
cated he had been charged with 
prejudice and that he would rather 
not try it, under the circumstances. 
Accordingly, he withdrew, and Judge 
Lewis B. Schwellenbach, of Spokane, 
Wash., was called in to hear the case, 
or cases. 


ASCAP had brought actions for 
alleged copyright infringement 
against six Wisconsin defendants, 
and inasmuch as the same legal ques- 
tions were involved in all of them, 
it was decided to lump them to save 
time and money for everyone con- 
cerned. The cases: Leo Feist, Inc., 
vs. Wiley Young, of West Allis, for 
playing ‘The Waltz You Saved for 
Me’; Lec Feist, Inc., vs. Charles 
Hymek, Manitowoc ballroom oper- 
ator, for playing ‘Wabash Blues’; 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., vs. 
Victor Felts, Shawano ballroom op- 
erator, for playing ‘Sweet Sue’; Irv- 
ing Berlin, Ince., vs. Joseph Pekel, 
Manitowoc tavernkeeper, for play- 
ing ‘Easter Parade’; Miller Music, 
Inc., vs. Theodore Suszka, Milwaukee 
tavern keeper, for playing ‘It’s 100 
to One’; and M. Witmark & Sons vs. 
Joseph Molitor, Milwaukee tavern- 
keeper, for playing ‘What’s New.’ 

Judgments of $250 and injunctions 
restraining further copyright viola- 
tions were asked against each de- 
fendant, all actions having been 
started by Robert A. Héss, ASCAP’s 
Wisconsin legal rep., who, with E. F. 
Hartman, of Chicago, general west- 








| ern counsel for the society, is trying 


them in their present setup. Hess, 
examined adversely, testified that 
ASCAP had collected about $45,000 
in copyright fees each year from 
1935 through 1941 from Wisconsin 
amma i and dance hall oper- 
ators. 


The tavernmen offered no defense, 
but objected to the proceedings on 
technicalities, making a two-front at- 
tack: on the constituticnality of the 
Wisconsin law, and the right of 
ASCAP to sue under the copyright 
laws. Fred R. Wright is counsel for 
tavern interests, who also have the 
backing of Wisconsin’s organized 
musicians. — 


Judge Schwellenbach indicated 
there would be no further stalling in 
settling legal questions involved once 
and for all. He directed the defend- 
ants to file briefs by July 1, with 
Hartman and Hess to reply by July 
15, and a final decision to be ren- 





dered by Sept. 1. 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (June 15-21) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based 
on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking source 
for music publishing industry. ; 

TITLE 





PUBLISHER TOTAL 
ee es. ee ON. 5s ae bc ha cha ous aeth cee ae a ae ae eon 
SE cnnlciin tien Wis whch bo ake eweesa kanes SE OC dds fiieeb 6 ow oe coe 30 
Somebody’s Thinking You ................. ND - Chien bSEChd cubed bc 30 
Teed Wes - Tae FOG i io iici ccscnccssece ES eee ee 28 
CRO: RG = Tac bb ob es vnc cece cers i Cm lis Eae 27 
Re MOO n.bncaeGed cd deceactes codes EE, Soe A 24 
Re UE sc Gauhded ds ceeehkGese wwees CIEE So daekortsteec san 3 23 
Se AOD. ok ceded s ticadtoanseyaee , aera 22 
Keep Lovelight Burning ................... FPP poses 21 
Here You Are—t‘My Gal Sal’.............. ___. RAMON RRedagat. Se sem rae 20 
SED 5.0. 50s Savon sbhdbe sacs sev bba pO GabiS Hhbaws ob Sc bunek 20 
Se NE occa aed ob0 b ee Ria Os a KEetO UROUAE dg inde cB 5% eck c 20 
Tee TS tec vvecis seb ke Tidte tes ee Pe eet 4 SE SA ea 20 
Re Cae WOE EUG. oo ook oS9 OR ISe Sr clo a tows SE GEE6 46. 66Uiste kkk obss ve 19 
OD Tee BOONES bin 6eh8 6 csckei ces viccas CE ep eet es eae 19 
NEE Ss kw scdveg ese ak wna Sb SMES Sen 04 vb CRle ee ETT EE eee 18 
Wears Pair Silver Wings.................. I< 5 ci aedhcin st oie Calta 16 
SUSt Pini LOPSONe ono ccccccvetcocsvsvece DEMON Wis See Widlss ccd exes 16 
PE TU cis 4.0%» bo: 0 bre caa'd is dn ie CRO pg, 15 
I Remember You—y7‘Fleet’s In’............. ee ae ee eee ee 14 
I RN Si i I eS eee SD: 505. 6 odes ton aeiBa nes of 14 
*Who Wouldn't Love You?............. nen. + od:0%-460-cesres a 5:40 i4 
Always In Heart—t‘Always In Heart’....; SS ear a 11 
Somebody Taking Place ..........csecscces PERE OR ee ee 10 
EE ia cibsk 6 due bdelkem ares ts eee tee Ree ee 10 
EE il irc oss bdasec Caste isadeevinn oeee Gs a Sacamncadls wh ok orgs borg co) 
EEE BURORPUNOINAOD ao iic'n od civic cd deces NOU: haba oes biso~ cds seas i) 
Wee A Tee 8 TA ovo cceccecccnssse MOE. acuhe Fab bene venta ee 9 
Be Careful, It's My Heart—t‘Holiday Inmn’..Beriin .................... 9 
Do You Miss Sweetheart .:.............00. PRIN, oie osc 6 0-00.5:0-0:0 0 8 
Threw Kiss Ocean ......... Lion ene oars ee whe eed SoG ese ae ae 8 
If You Were But Dream..............-s+008 J. Camipbely 2... cece 8 
Little Bo Peep Lost Jeep..........cccceeees IO ooek ca AG tbe a tee 8 
My .Gal Sal—t‘My Gal Sal’............... eer 8 
OR A Re err ree er errr re ARR Arar re 8 
ST Or PED occa cbctacvdcoveess vine <M wid wkd Kes whe Ns bocce 7 
Me ee TOU BIO ovcices cecceaccevevac RENEE \ 604) 4. 44P Gh bs ce creed 6 
oss oan 6 0.ak wad 060894 008 08 SER 5 55k blo ucabadh 58400 6 
Ee eR rere Ape eer SEE. Gs oa eka oe Vb-vh ke ¥ i 
ET ee AONE. oo ccdwdectccsstvcet Ree ce oR ak kasha e 8p ep 6 
Lamplighter’s Serenade ..............se00. EE. 5 Viwbe nun chad cok ws 6 
Left Heart Canteen ...............5. rece. SR SEO? BEER PE re 6 
Just As Though You Here.................. , ER ERS eet A ie” oe 6 
MINED sic ve dn d's 60405-0600 b 58 60,09 00% PE Delschenys Cheeni ORE SS 6 
SED su c008:6-00 00s dcanee en pr bbas REE cot dun b 404s 44 ve 60 KG < - 
ee eee SE alc cals Cow 000 Os 0 eae Welds 6 
SSS | eer cree iv akin gules ce hos 5 
Ss chapel aden’ sem auneevh ou NE “ied ahd e.ca< 0 datawe 6 
SS RS rere eee ee ee er re eee 5 
Keep Smiling, Laughing ...........-+..06. EE. weddnnnede Vou Kd sd ss be 5 
es. I TOO. ancic cd oe soiensxewwnee NE o 'nte usecase tiene 5 





* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. ¢ Filmusical. 








Straub cracked that “It'll stop name 
bands from making all the money 
and give the local boys a chance at 


Mpls. Jukebox Spots 
some of it. A lot of taverns could 


Grimace at J. C. Petrillo’s 
; [afford music but have been letting 
Attack on Canned Music the customer pay for the music. Now 


some of the 3,000 musicians in De- 
troit who depend upon music for 
Minneapolis, June 23. jtheir livelihood may get wages 
Local operators of small night somewhere on a@ par with those paid 
clubs, beer parlors, cafes, etc., which | im the factories. 
have been depending.on juke boxes 
for their entertainment are in a Ken Curtis, Shep Fields vocalist, 
dither over the Petrillo edict ban-| into the Army. 
ning canned music. Regardless of 
whether juke boxes will be out, it 
won't help the musician employment 
situation any as far as they’re con- 
cerned, they declare. Instead of em- 
ploying small orchestras and substi- 
tuting ‘bad music’ for ‘good music,’ 
they’ll use radios or phonographs. 
These operators point out that, un- 
der any circumstances, they couldn’t 
afford to employ first-rate musicians 
or orchestras. Their patrons, they 
assert, have been ‘spoiled’ by the 
finest music from the best bands and 
wouldn’t be satisfied with the brand 
that would be dished up by the type 
that they necessarily would have to 
hire. 




















It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Music, Inc. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Dr. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 














‘Drastic But Good’—Straub 
Detroit, June 23. 

‘It’s drastic but it’s a good idea,’ 
was the comment of Herbert Straub, 
vice-president of the Detroit Fed- 
eration of Musicians on the ban on 
records for jukeboxes and broad- 
casting. 

Declaring it was the first marked 
correction since the talkies took a 
lot of work away from musicians, 
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ALAN COURTNEY STATION WOV NEW YORK 


200,000 RECORDS CAN’T BE WRONG. STRICTLY 
INSTRUMENTAL. IS DEFINITELY A HiT SONG. 


REGARDS, HARRY JAMES 











| 








FAAAAGIAAAAAAAHAARGRABSBSrawmeone "wove 


=a tt OS OS ee ee SOUP 














ere 


ee 





Wednesday, June 24, 1942 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 45 





Couple of Nice Thoughts in Speiser 
Bill, But in General Confusion All 
That Can Result—Walter Douglas 








The Music Publishers Protective 
Association has gone on record as 
prepared to oppose the passage of 
a bill now before the House of Rep- 
resentatives which would grant 
copyrights to recording artists. After 
the MPPA board, at a meeting last 
week, voted unanimously to fight 
the measure, the phonograph rec- 
ord companies indicated through 
counsel that they would also be 
aligned on the opposing side should 


the bill cOme up for a hearing. The 
bill was authored by Maurice 
Speiser, counsel for the National As- 
sociation of Performing Artists, and 
was introduced by Rep. Leon Sacks, 
of Philadelphia, 

In a letter addressed to MMPA 
members following the board meet- 
ing Walter Douglas, chairman, 
stated that while the bill contains 
some desirable features, such as 
eliminating the exemption of coin- 
machines from the licensing pro- 
visions of the copyright law, it was 
not drafted with the interests of the 
publisher in mind. The proposed 
bill makes it mandatory for an in- 
terpretive artist to obtain permis- 
sion form the owner of the original 
copyright before seeking a copyright 
for his recorded interpretation. 
Douglas in his letter pointed out 
that the publisher had nothing to 
gain from such a proviso since the 
present law gives him the right to 
deny the artist the right to make 
his own arrangement or interpreta- 
tion of a copyrighted number. 

Douglas described the Speiser bill 
as ‘wholly inconsistent with the 
fundamental theory of the copyright 
law.’ ‘It’s passage,’ he wrote, ‘would 
necessarily result in the existence 
of more than one, and perhaps as 
many as 10 or 15 copyrights, all af- 
fecting the same work in one way or 
another. Exclusivity, which always 
has been the very essence of copy- 
right, would disappear. The prob- 
lems which must arise in ¢gnnec- 
tion with the issuance of licenses, 
should this bill become law, would 
be too numerous to mention and of 
most serious consequences.’ 





Another L. A. Trip for Morris 


E. H. (Buddy) Morris, of Mayfair 
Music, left for Hollywood last week 
to huddle with Harry Warren and 
Mack Gordon over their score for 
20th Century-Fox’s ‘Iceland,’ which 
Morris will publish. Morris will be 
gone three weeks, 

The exploitation of the score will 
start in September. 





Claude Lapham will compose 
Oriental music for a series of shorts 
that Upton Close is making for RKO. 
He left New York for Holly wood 
last week. 
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‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


xk kK * 
All Material Available 
@ BAND 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive 
Zz 


Hollywood, Calif, 
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British Best Sellers 


(Week ending May 21) 





London, May 22. 
Heart of Texas........Southern 
Spring Again .......Cinephonic 
SN Sc cucaadcteseceess C-C 
How Green Valley......Maurice 
White Cliffs...... +eees- Feldman 
Navy Blue Eyes...........-C-C 
Apple Blossom Time.,....F-D-H 
Mother-in-Law ...... . Southern 
Don’t Want to Walk....Victoria 
Rose from Marguerita. .Chappell 
Stole My Heart......... Maurice 
Anniversary Waltz.....Chappell 


——_ 


Try to Set Suit Versus : 


ASCAP Publishers In 
State of Pennsylvania 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

More important than the copy- 
right infringement suit by Dr. Clay 
A. Boland and S. Bickley Reichner 
against Paramount Pictures and Leo 
Feist, Inc., over their ‘Midnight on 
the Trail,’ is the novel argument 
presented by their attorneys that 
Feist, via ASCAP, does business in 


the state of Pennsylvania. Thereon 
hangs their right to bring the action 
here rather than in New York. If 
their point is sustained, it will mean 
that similar suits henceforth may be 
inaugurated in divers states, instead 
of the New York home-offices of the 
sundry publishers. 

Boland, a local dentist, and Reich- 
ner are best known for their annual 
authorship of the U. of Pennsyl- 
vania’s Mask & Wig Varsity shows, 
although they’re established ASCAP 
songsmiths, long out of the U. of P. 
Their ‘Midnight on the Trail’ was 
published by Feist, and Paramount 
is charged with having infringed via 
‘Dancing on a Dime,’ from a Par 
filmusical of the same name. Famous 
Music published the Par song. 

The reason why Feist is joined 
with Paramount Pictures is also 
novel, in that it becomes one of the 
few times that a songwriter has in- 
stituted an action for infringement. 
Heretofore the publisher, as the 
technical copyright owner, alone had 
authority to sue. However, Feist 
refused to become co-plaintiff with 
Boland and Reichner, stating that 
Par was willing to effect a $500 set- 
| tlement. Whereupon the _ song- 
| smiths dissatisfied with the ‘nuisance 
value’ settlement, made their own 
publisher as co-defendant with Par- 
amount. 

George E. Beechwood, local 
ASCAP representative, and who has 
in times before acted for Feist, now 
finds himself suing Feist. It was 
Beechwood who presented the novel 
point that Feist, through ASCAP 
performing rights revenue collection, 
was doing business in this state. 
Feist, on the other hand, got the 
music buyers for the local John 
Wanamaker, Kress and Kresge stores 
to testify that they ordered their 
sheet music, via sales representa- 
tives, from New York, as evidence 











Philly. 


technically legal issues involved, C. 
Brewster Rhoads of Montgomery, 


Feist’s chief counsel in New York, 
Julian T. Abeles, come here for the 
argument of the motion to dismiss 
the complaint. Decision has been re- 





served, 
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CINCINNATI, OHIO 20 120P 
ALAN COURTNEY STATION W. 


0.V. NEW YORK 


HEARD ABOUT YOUR WAGER—WHERE DO YOU GET ~ 
YOUR TIPS? MY BLUEBIRD RECORD OF “STRICTLY 
INSTRUMENTAL” A SURE WINNER, MY BEST BET 


REGARDS, BOB CHESTER 


FOUR CENTURIES OLD 


Canadian Claims Copyright on 
Antique Church Piece 








Toronto, June 23. 

Music written four centuries ago 
is the subject of a civil action here 
with Arthur A. Downing, doing busi- 
ness as the Anglo-Canadian Music 
Co., bringing action on the part of 
copyright infringement against the 
General Synod of the Church of Eng- 
land in Canada, the Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, and Healey Willan, com- 
poser-conductor, The musical work 
is listed in the current Anglican 
Church’s ‘Book of Common Praise’ 
as ‘The Office of the Holy Com- 
munion set to music by John Mar- 
becke in the year 1550, with organ 
accompaniment By Healey Willan.’ 

Downing claims to be the owner 
of the copyright by transfer and as- 
signment from Healey Willan. Plain- 
tiff asks the court for an injunction 
restraining defendants from publish- 
ing the work, $25,000 damages, de- 
livery to the plaintiff of all printed 
copies, destruction of all printing 
plates, and a taking of accounts and 
costs. 

Bishop Broughall of Niagara, who 
headed the church’s hymn-book com- 
pilation committee, was called to tes- 
tify but admits that he knows little 
if anything about copyright on mu- 
sic. The hymn-book sells for $2. 
Meanwhile Downing states that he 
himself prepared the assignment of 
the copyright, forwarded this to 
Healey Willan for signature, that 
this was duly returned satisfactorily 
signed, but that he (Downing) has 
now lost the document. Case is con- 
tinuing. 


BBC's N. Y. Discs 
Of Yankee Jazz 
For AEF Soldiers 


The British Broadcasting Corp. 
studio in New York is recording a 
group of 20-odd transcriptions of 
name band leaders, to be aired in 
England for the benefit of American 
Expeditionary Forces in England and 
Ireland. Leaders cut seven minutes 
of talk discussing their hit records 
of the past, and the records they 
mention are shipped along with the 
transcription to be played as they’re 
called for. Johnny Long, Cab Calio- 
way and Sammy Kaye have already 
been recorded, others.are to follow, 
including Jimmy Dorsey, Glenn 
Miller, Charlie Spivak, Claude 
Thornhill, Guy Lombardo. 

Roy Lockwood is feeding lines to 
the batoneers, while Gary Stephens 
is rounding them up. Group of five 
platters and accompanying commer- 
cial recordings leave this country by 
bomber end of this week. 








Chappell Loudly Decries Abrupt 
Change of ‘Sleepy Lagoon’; Sees 
Luckies Publicity As Hurtful 





. Jingle Jangle.... 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of June 20) 





Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
One Dozen Roses....++..-Famous 
Jersey Bounce.....ee...--Lewis 
Always in Heart........Remick 
Under Apple Tree.......Robbins 
Who Wouldn’t Love......Maestro 
Three Little Sisters.......Santly 
BFIOEE onccccs Serr 
+ see Paramount 


Threw Kiss Ocean........Berlin 


We'll Meet Again...... re! 
Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
Tangerine ........+++..-Famous 


Sweet Eloise............Shapiro 











Clarify Grosse atl Revel; 
No More Cuffo Licenses 
To Radio Broadcasters 


Hollywood, June 23. 

Mort Greene and Harry Revel 
have returned to good standing as 
members of ASCAP. The team of 
writers will continue their publish- 
ing relations with Greene & Revel, 
Inc., which is controlled by Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., but the use of their 
songs On the air will be confined to 
stations that hold licenses from 
ASCAP. Greene and Revel has here- 
tofore granted gratuitous licenses to 
all broadcasters, while maintaining 
their membership in ASCAP. 

Greene remarked last week that 
the move takes him and his partner 
‘off the fence.’ He added that they 
had made their peace with ASCAP 
and gotten out of their difficulty. 
The latter referred to ASCAP’s ac- 
tion in bringing them up on charges 
of violating their ASCAP contract 
and certain ASCAP bylaws. 

The publishing contract which the 
twosome signatured about 10 months 
ago gave G & R, Inc., the exclusive 
rights to their works for three years. 








BMI’s Statement 

It was explained at BMI Monday 
(22) that the G & R corp. has no in- 
terest in common with the consent 
decree license which Greene and 
Revel as writers has been {ssuing to 
broadcasters. Surprise was, -how- 
ever, expressed at the writers’ ex- 
pressed intention to withdraw the 
broadcast rights from stations not 
licensed by ASCAP. But, it was 
added, the privilege was theirs, 
since the twosome’s contract with 
the G & R corp. recognizes that the 
broadcast rights to all their works 
flow from their agreement with 
ASCAP. 








Chappell & Co. makes the latest 
publishing firm to take a blast at the 
American Tobacco Co. for its method 
of ranking songs on the ‘Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade.’ The protest con- 
cerned the dropping of ‘Sleepy La- 
goon’ from first to seventh position 
between two consecutive programs, 
namely June 13 and June 20. Inti- 
mations were received by the pub- 
lisher Monday (22) that ‘Lagoon’ will 
be back in No. 1 on the ‘Hit Parade’ 
this Saturday (27). 


Edward A. Wolpin, manager for 
the Chappell firm, took the issue di- 
rectly to George Washington Hill, 
the ATC’s prez, in a wire addressed 
to him Friday (19), The telegram 
read as follows: 

‘We have just learned that our 
publication ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ has 
dropped from first position to sev- 
enth on Your Hit Parade for Satur- 
day, June 20. We are at a loss to 
understand how your compilation 
could determine this sudden decline 
when during the week ending June 
13th the sheet music sale was far 
greater than the week previous, per- 
formances much increased and rec- 
ord sales so big that the record com- 
panies were unable to fill their or- 
ders, and on such previous week’s 
survey you gave ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ the 
number one position on your June 
13th Hit Parade. 

‘Your Lucky Strike program is ad- 
vertised to convey to the public the 
10 best selling and most played songs 
in the order of their importance 
based on actual surveys. Under the 
circumstances the information which 
we are informed you will broadcast 
tomorrow night is definitely false 
and misleading and may cause us 
serious damage. 

‘We are advised by our counsel 
that in the event that you persist in 
this wilful misstatement of fact and 
we suffer actual damage, as we.be- 
lieve it will, we shall have grounds 
for court action against you.’ 

Publishers in general have found 
that sheet music dealers are often 
influenced in their order and returns 
on the standing of current tunes on 
Lucky’s ‘Hit Parade.’ 


ASCAP Meeting Delayed 


The ASCAP board meeting which 
was called for last Thursday (18) 
had to be postponed a week because 
a quorum could not be recruited. 

When the board meets tomorrow 
(Thursday) it will, among other 
things, pass on the royalty distribu- 
tion for the quarter ending June 30. 
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* * & * ROMANTIC HIT 


FULL MOON 


They’re All 4 « x x * Hits! 


* * *& * BALLAD HIT 


SOMEBODY'S THINKING OF YOU TO-NIGHT 


* & & & NOVELTY HIT 


LITTLE BO PEEP HAS LOST HER JEEP 


* *& & & PICTURE HIT 


PRIVATE BUCKAROC 


From Universal Picture, ‘Private Buckaroo,’ featuring Harry James and His Orch. 


* * *& *& LATIN-AMERICAN HIT 


* COME BACK 
SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 


SID LORRAINE, Gen. Prof. Mer. 


HOLLYWOOD — CHICAGO — CINCINNATI — SAN FRANCISCO — TORONTO 
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Walters Sells Boston Latin Quarter 


_ To Redstone, 


Boston, June 23. 


Lou Walters has sold his Boston 
Latin Quarter to Michael Redstone, 
operator of Club Mayfair, when the 
deal with Ben Gaines fell through. 
In turn, Redstone said that he was 
second of a list of six potential buy- 
ers, and that he intends to sell it 
to one of the remaining four at a 
profit. Gaines operates the Hotel 
Dempsey-Vanderbilt in Miami Beach. 


Walters’ asking price was $250,000, 
which included a 10-year lease, use 
of equipment, name, etc. When 
Walters last week gave the price as 
$350,000, he was exaggerating the 
deal. 

Redstone is new to local nitery 
biz having taken over the Club May- 
fair about two years ago, but has 
brought his club up to one of the 
Hub’s leading spots using name 
talent. 


ACROBAT INJURED 
IN HEROES BENEFIT 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 


William Edgar Donahue, of comedy 
acrobatic act of Donahue and La- 
Salle, broke his shoulder here last 
week while playing at big Forbes 
Field benefit show for War Heroes 
bond rally. Act was appearing at the 
time locally at Kennywood Park, and 
was replaced following day by turn 
of Gritz and Gravy. 

Accident to Donahue happened 
when he fell while rocking back and 
forth on a chair perched at the top 
of four tables. He was taken to 
Magee hospital, where doctors said 
he'd be out of action for some time. 


Donahues (his partner is Mrs. Don- 
ahue) were a bit hesitant about the 
Forbes Field show. They were just 
starting their second week at Kenny- 
wood in their first engagement in 
more than two months, since Dona- 
hue had thrown the team out of 
work by tearing a ligament while 
doing his closing trick in Chicago. In 
his fall Donahue struck LaSalle, but 
she escaped with only minor bruises. 

Committee of War Heroes rally 
show, headed by M. A. Silver, zone 
manager for WB here, assured act 
they’d be paid their salaries in full 
for all time lost. 








Owner of Mayfair 


Cleve. Cafe Man Sets 
Up Mobile Road Show 
For Army-Navy Funds 


Cleveland, June 23. 

A mobile road show is being or- 
ganized by Herman Pirchner, opera- 
tor of Alpine Village, to raise funds 
for army and navy relief in week- 
end tdurs through Ohio and- Penn- 
sylvania. 

Backed by the Cleveland Army 
and Navy Relief Committee, of 
which Richard L. Kroesen is general 
chairman, the unit will recruit 50 
acts weekly -from downtown cafes 
but chiefly from Pirchner’s club. 

Billy Costello, voice of ‘Popeye’ in 
films, will topline the initial touring 
show, which also includes Charlotte 








Lamberton, deaf-mute dancer; 
Charles Wick, pianist and band- 
master at Hotel Carter; Willie 


Matthias’ Alpine band and 20 other 
acts, with Pirchner as emcee, Troupe 
starting trek June 28 at Edward 
Kleinman’s Brady Lake Park, as 
feature of an all-servicemen’s day 
sponsored by the summer resort. 





Audience Stooge Loses 
$10,000 Suit for Injuries 


St. Louis, June 23. 

A jury in the local Circuit Court 
last week nixed a plea of Jack 
Gordon, an attorney, who sought 
$10,000 damages for Injuries suffered 
in February, 1941, when he acted as 
a volunteer stooge for Dante, the 
magician, 

Gordon claimed that because of 
the unsafe conditions of the apron at 
the American theatre, where the 
show was being presented, he suf- 
fered injuries in a fall. 








Sue Ryan Skedded 
For 4 St. Loo Shows 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 
Sue Ryan, vaude and nitery sing- 
ing comedienne, left here last Thurs- 
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PHIL 
REGAN 


Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 





day night (18) for St. Louis im- 
mediately after closing engagement 
at Stanley theatre to go into rehear- 
sal for four shows she’s been signed 
to do this summer with Muny Opera 
out there. Gal’s set for comedy leads 
in ‘Hit the Deck,’ ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
‘Girl Crazy’ and ‘Wizard of Oz.’ 


She was accompanied by her hus- 
band, Danny White, who’s also her 
accompanist. Stanley date was their 
first in several years or since an 





played here. Miss Ryan was a pro- 
| tege of Davis’ then and White played 
the piano for the Davis act. That’s 
where the romance started. 
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early Benny Davis ‘Stardust’ revue | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., June 23. 


After a six-week bed routine, this 
correspondent is back in circulation, 
gimping around with a cane. Many 
thanks to those who shot in tele- 
grams and cards. 

Tudor Cameron (Cameron and 
Flanagan) handed a nifty report at 
his new ozoning quarters, 2707 
Woodson road, Overland, Mo. He'd 
like to hear from friends, being an 
ex-Will Rogersite who made the 
grade here. 

Camp Intermission and surround- 
ings active again. Mrs. William Mor- 
ris, Sr. and the gang arrived bag 
and baggage for the summer. 

Thanks to Miss ‘Brownie’ Brown, 
of N. Y., and Jake Bernstein, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., for their timely greetings 
and gifts to this colony. 

James Williams, music arranger 
from Long Island and ex-N.V.A.-ite, 
is here for a checkup. Found okay. 

Ben Schaffer, Bob Cosgrove and 
Alfred Reynolds doing some down- 
town window shopping, which indi- 
cates that good reports have been 
handed to them. 

Victor Rockiter, former Radio City 
Music Hall product, was handed good 
reports and is now taking time out 
to greet the downtown patients wit 
reading matter and salutations. 

Dainty Marie Froom, ex-Rogersite, 

weekended here while being 0.0.ed 
by the medicoes. And the doc’s said 
she’s okay. 
Lee Rinzler, who saw too much 
bed routine, received her go-home 
papers with an absolute o.k. She's 
from Brooklyn. 

Reggie Hewey, ex-Will Rogers san 
employee, shoots the colony greet- 
ings from ‘somewhere in Australia,’ 
where he’s in the army. 

Harry ‘Slipfoot’ Clifton, that mins- 
trelman who pinck-hit for this 
writer, is doing great deeds towards 
the comeback routine and expects an 
unlimited exercise 0.k. shortly. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 


KEEN MONTL 
CAFE RIVALRY 


New York nitery men recently re- 
turned from visits to Montreal re- 
port that city humming with noc- 
turnal activities, plus a healthy com- 
petitive scrap among three night 
clubs, the Chez Maurice, Tie Toc and 
El Morocco. A fourth club, the Es- 
quire, also entered into the set-to 
for a time, but recently dropped out 
of the battle and went back to 
moderate-priced shows. 

Other three niteries are booking 
expensive (for them) shows, despite 
the limitations of their capacity and 
customers’ ability for big spending. 

Currently the Chez Maurice is 
pitting Mitizi Green and George 
Beatty as co-headliners against the 
Tic Toc’s Baby Rose Marie and Ra- 
dio Aces, and against the El Mor- 
occo’s floorshow headed by Owens 
and Parker and Caroline Marsh. 











Circle, Indianapolis, Back 
To Name Bands and Vaude 


Circle theatre, Indianapolis, re- 
sumes name bands and vaude July 
3 after a siesta of several years. 
Operated by Harry Katz and Fred 
Dolle, the house has bought a string 
of names from Music Corp. of 
America, through Larry 
the Edward Sherman agency. 

Opening bill has Ted Weems band 
and Judy Canova as top names; 
thereafter it’s July 10, Kay Kyser; 
17, Skinnay Ennis; 24, Eddy Duchin; 
31, Horace Heidt; Aug. 7 and 14 are 
indefinite. Aug. 21 comes Tommy 
Dorsey. 


Cliff Hall Loses Sight 
Of 1 Eye; Leaves Hosp. 


Cuff (Sharlie’) Hall left the 
N. Y. Eye & Ear hospital yesterday 
(Tuesday) in time to attend his 
son’s graduation from elementary 
school in Jackson Heights, Queens. 

Up until yesterday (Tuesday) it 
had not been definitely determined 
whether the vision of one of Hall’s 
eyes, lacerated by a Canadian 
soldier ‘wieldir a broken glass, 
would be permanently impaired, but 
final examination disclosed that ¢he 
eyeball had been so seriously in- 
jured that vision was lost. A plastic 
job, already performed, precludes 
the necessity of a glass eye. The 








attack on Hall by the soldier, who is 
being held pending trial, took place 
in a west 44th street barroom. 
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After Long Grind Run 


Better Philly Night 
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Clubs Scorched 





By Drive Vs. Barbary Coast’ Dives 





Alex Finn, 8 Others 
Arrested in Boston 


On Gaming Charge 


Taunton, Mass., June 23. 
Alex Finn, one-time operator of 
Club Mayfair, Boston; Casa Madrid 
on Cape Cod, and International Ca- 
sino, New York City, was arrested 
with eight other men on gambling 


charges in a raid on. what the of- 
ficers described .as a ‘palatial pent- 
house apartment’ in Taunton Green. 
Arraigned in Taunton Court, Finn 
pleaded innocent to charges of main- 
taining a gaming house and posses- 
sion of apparatus for placing bets. 
Case was continued to Thursday 
(25). 








Quiz Plea Granted 
On ‘Laughing’ Suit 
Plea for examination before trial 
was granted to Ross Russell, stage 
producer, by N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Charles B  MacLaughlin 
Thursday (18) in Russell's suit 

against Clifford C. Fischer. 
Claiming plagarism of title and 
type of entertainment in Fischer’s 


‘Keep 'Em Laughing,’ recent Broad- 
way two-a-day vaude, Russell is 
seeking damages and a restraining 
order on further use of the title. 
He contends that his production of 
‘Keep 'Em Laughing’ was presented 
three months in advance of the 


Fischer show and vas toured along 
the eastern seaboard. 

Examination is scheduled for June 
29. 








Barbara Hutton 


Continued from page 2 











Fleming, through the studio, count- 
ered with the claim that Hadler had 
appeared at the party drunk, doing 
no work, sitting in kitchen, etc., but 
Flynn said he’d known Fleming 
eight years, declaring he was not the 
type of man to do such a thing un- 
less provoked. 

The district attorney’s office has 
taken no action while awaiting the 
outcome of Hadler’s injuries, says 
it’ll take none until it ‘talks to the 
victim to get his story and find out 
if he wants to sign any complaint.’ 
After examining the patient this 
morning, Dr. Lee Siegel declared 
Hadler’s condition yas ‘satisfactory’ 





but declined to disclose the nature of | 
his injuries, declaring Hadler has | 
refused permission to have the | 
diagnosis made public. 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

Drive by Philly police and Army 
and Navy officials against the city’s 
‘Barbary Coast’ has put the heat on 
the better class spots in midtown. 
Stung by criticism and charges of 
laxness leveled against the city ad- 
ministration, the powers-that-be 
have cracked down on all bistros, 
forcing them to stick to the letter of 
the law in regards to the curfew. 

This means that, come midnight 
Saturday, not only must the bar shut 
down tight, but all customers must 
leave the place. The same applies 
to the week-night 2 a.m. curfew. All 
spots must be cleared at that hour. 

In the past, the curfew was in- 
terpreted to mean that all liquor 
Sales cease, but patrons could buy 
a couple of drinks before the bar 
was shuttered and nurse them along 
while the music played and enter- 
tainment continued. 

This action has put a damper on 
business for the present, just when 
nitery ops were hoping for a lucra- 
tive summer because of the stay-at- 
home trend on account of gas and 
tire rationing. The drive against the 
‘Barbary Coast’ spots continued here, 
with the city seeking permanent in- 
junctions against operators of spots 
alleged to have heen hangouts for 
prostituics and undesirables, while 
catering to service men. 

One injunction was granted Sat- 
urday (20) against a spot accused of 
flagrantly violating State liquor 
laws. This forbids the operators 
from ever operating in Pennsylvania. 

In addition to the restrainers, the 
city is using its amusement licenses 
as a club. Revocations were or- 
dered against the Steve Brodie Cafe 
and the Stop Cafe—both in the old 
Tenderloin district. 

At the same time police took ac- 
tion on the first complaint filed by 
Rev. Francis Maguire, crusading 
Catholic priest, who announced a 
private drive against ‘immoral nit- 
eries.” First raid on evidence un- 
covered by Father Maguire’s investi- 
gators was against the eo. Valley 
Cafe, a sailor’s hangout. The pro- 
prietor and équr entertainers were 
pinched for alleged immoral enter- 
tainment. 





Dick Himber back in N. Y. from 
Memphis, preparatory to opening 
(return engagement) at Essex House 
on July 9. Himber fills in with 
Hartford vaudfilm date and a July 
3 Central Park Mall (N. Y.) open- 
air dance. 


WANTED 


Joke Books, Sketches, Gags, Bits 
and Blackouts. OLD AND NEW 
—Off-The-Air Comedy Bits, Skits 
and Gags. 


Write Box 149, Variety, 154 West 
46th Street, New York. 
































‘The outstanding success on 
the new review was the triumph 
scored by Carolyn Marsh, a dra- 
matic singer of vivid personality. 
Brunette, vivacious, and with a 
compelling voice, Miss Marsh 


broke a record in matter of en- 





cores with six in the second 
show.’ : 
Montreal Daily Herald, 
June 16, 1942. 


Closing El Morocco, 








Hollenden _ Hotel, 


1776 Broadway, New York 

















CAROLYN MARSH 


‘America’s Most Distinctive Singer’ 


Opening return engagement ‘Vogue Room,’ 

















‘Miss Marsh is a sensation at 
Fl Morocco ... Dynamic and 
with a voice of wide range . 

Is gifted with endless energy 

.. Sang seven encores in addi- 
tion to her regular routine of 
five numbers.’ 








Montreal Gazette, 
June 19, 1942. 


Montreal, June 28 








Cleveland, June 29 


Personal Directior, JOE NIETO 


Circle 5-8097 





























The Peer 


Booked by: CHARLES V. YATES 








2nd Return Engagement Within 6 Months 


THE JUGGLING JEWELS 


Fastest Lady Combination 


NOW AT LOEW’S STATE, New York 


of All— 


Fairs: GEORGE HAMID 
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Philly Group Would 
Non-Profit Unit Solicits Memberships 


Aid Young Talent: 


a ve 








Philadelphia, June 23. 

A group of Philadelphians con- 
nected or interested in show busi- 
ness have organized to encourage 
and help young men and women 
who show talent in any phase of 
the entertainment field. The body 
will be known as the American 
League of Theatrical Arts and has 
applied to the local courts for a 
charter. It will be non-profit, and 
will seek to raise funds by a bene- 
fit ball and the solicitation of mem- 
berships from persons interested in 
young talent. 

Richard Mayo, executive secretary 
of the local American Guild of 
Variety Artists, has been chosen 


temporary chairman. On the com- 
mittee are: Frank P. Liuzzi, presi- 
dent of local 77, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians; Francesco Pelosi, 
general director of the La Scala 
Opera Co.; William Senna, ballet 
master of La Scala; John O’Neal, 
chairman of the Teamsters Council, 
AFL; ‘Edward Davis, attorney; Frank 
Palumbo, nitery operator; Mrs. 
Meyer Davis, wife of the bandleader; 
and others. 

Members of the committee, special- 
izing in various fields, will audition 
ambitious youngsters. If they show 
talent, they will be given financial 
assistance to study. 


Wirtz-Henie Ice Show 
Will Open in New York 
Despite AGVA Fracas 


Although there has been no settle- 
ment of the dispute bet@Ween the 
American Guild of Vaudeville Artists 
and Arthur M. Wirtz over a basic 
agreement, indications are that ‘Stars 
on Ice’ will open at the Center thea- 
tre, N. Y., next Thursday (2) without 
union interference. Wirtz, in one of 
his letters to AGVA, declared that, 
though Sonja Henie’s name appears 
as co-producer with him, she is not 
involved in the controversy. 

Implication from AGVA was that, 
as Miss Henie belongs to the Screen 
Actors Guild, the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, of which 
SAG is an affiliate, might bring pres- 
sure for a settlement of the argu- 
ment, 

Four A’s has been morally support- 
ing AGVA’s campaign, but is hesi- 
tant about figuring in the situation 
because of individual contracts be- 
tween Wirtz and all the skaters in 
the ‘Ice’ revue. Possibility of legal 
proceedings against AGVA and the 
Four A’s because of the performers’ 
contracts appears to be the factor in 
the evident decision of the unions 
not to force the issue at this time. 

Number of ‘Ice’ skaters have con- 
ferred with Walter Greaza of AGVA. 
Some seem disposed to rally to the 
support of the union if better work- 
ing conditions at the Center could be 
obtained. One problem of AGVA is 
to discern how many in the ‘Ice’ 
outfit are actually willing to back 
the union. A preponderant majority 
is sought before any actual pressure 
is brought to bear on the show man- 
agement. 

Wirtz declared he is in favor of 
union organizations and was the 
first in the ice skating field to sign 
a basic contract covering the skaters 
he engaged, but ‘it was only after 
repeated breach of contracts and re- 
Pudiation of written agreements by 
AGVA that I lost all confidence in 
this organization.’ That statement 
refers to previous dealings between 
Wirtz and the union when those no 
longer connected with AGVA were 
in charge. 

Further stated by Wirtz that two 
weeks or more have elapsed and he 
has not received a reply to a letter 
of June 5 to Greaza, adding that 
AGVA’s Chicago representative 
could have reached him at his head- 
quarters there. Letter in question 
concluded by saying his position 
would not be altered. However, 
Wirtz indicated willingness to nego- 
Nate with AGVA. 











NEW AGENT GROUP 
Albany, June 23. 
Selected Artists, Inc., has been 
chartered to act’ as advisor to per- 
formers, with offices in New York. 


Capital stock is 100 shares, no pa) 
Value. 


Soltau Sentence Cut 


Minneapolis, June 23. 

A commutation of sentence has 
been granted to the Rev. H. J. Sol- 
tau, head of the Minnesota Law En- 
forcement League and vice crusader, 
and he will be released shortly from 
Stillwater prison five months after 
entering it following conviction and 
a one-year sentence for perjury in 
connection with one of his night club 
raids. Friends of the vice crusader 
had sought a full pardon. 

Soltau has declared that as soon 
as he leaves prison he’ll resume his 
crusadimg and that his efforts will 
be more vigorous than ever, 


HILDEGARDE IN 
MIDDLE OF CHI 
HOTEL ‘FEUD’ 


.—_— 





The Palmer House, Chicago, has 
offered Hildegarde 10 weeks at $1,- 
750, plus her rooms, sonie time in 
January next, and Ed Kirkeby of the 
Blackstone hotel, Chi, is supposedly 
doing a burnup. He built a special 
nitery room for the songstress, who 
opened there, but the money wasn’t 
as attractive, and MCA will prob- 
ably shift her Chi booking to the 
Palmer. 

Hildegarde, following the Mounds, 
Cleveland, currently; the Chase 
hotel, St. Louis; and the Mt. Royal, 
Montreal, July 27, returns to New 
York to reopen the Hotel Plaza’s 
Persian Room. This is a new spot, 
in opposition to the close-by Savoy- 
Plaza, where she was long headlined. 

The S-P, with Jean Sablon con- 
current and-doing well, is now en- 
gaged in building up new talent for 
its fall bookings. There’s also :on- 
siderable feeling between both hos- 
telries, which were under common 
management until recently, and the 
fall augurs a hot fight for intime 
class nitery patronage between both 
hotels. 


3 MORE FRISCO CAFES 
RULED ‘OUT’ BY. NAVY 


San Francisco, June 23. 

The Navy has added a popular 
nitery and two more tuverns to its 
ever-lengthening list of ‘out of 
bounds’ establishments it considers 
harmful to the morale of the blue- 
jackets. 

The night club is Finocchio’s, 
which presents San Francisco’s only 
female impersonator show. Civil au- 
thorities said that if it is determined 
the establishments violated rules gov- 
erning service men, they will face 
suspension of their liquor licenses. 











Toledo Restrictions 
Toledo, O., June 23. 

The Summit-Cherry district, on 
the fringe of downtown Toledo; the 
Waldorf hotel, and Stone’s Grill 
night club have been declared ‘out 
of bounds’ to sailors and marines 
attached to the Toledo Naval Train- 
ing School, announced Lieut. Com- 
mander Hugh Bartley, in charge of 
the Naval Armory. The order does 
not affect soldiers. 

There are numerous cheap saloons 
and flop houses in the blocks of the 
Summit-Cherry district affected. 
Police said the hotel and night club 
were placed on the ‘out of bounds’ 
order because complaints had been 
received of girls loitering about both 
spots. 

Several months ago, similar 
restrictions were announced by the 
Army for numerous entertainment 
and drinking spots in northeastern 
Ohio, notably Cleveland and Akron. 





Hollywood's Tabu 62 
Hollywood, June 23. 
U. S. Army has banned 62 local 
niteries as out of bounds. 
The list coincides with the recent 
Navy verbotens. 











New Stars On The Horizon 


HARLEM HIGHLANDERS 
‘Rhythm In Kilts’ 

Currently at Frank Palumbo’s 
Cafe, Philadelphia, after six weeks 
at 666 Club in Detroit. 

The Detroit Times said: ‘The yer- 
satile Harlem Highlanders, one of 
the most unusual acts of its type, 
consisting of vocal harmony novVel- 
ties; instrumental arrangements 
and fast tap routines.’ 


Exclusive Management 


LOUISE CRANE 
118 West 57th Street New York 


Alex Yokel Maps 
Vande in N. Y.; 
Canteen to Share 


Alex Yokel, who has been away 
from Broadway legit production for 
some time, is now planning a 
straight-vaude layout titled ‘On the 
Cuff,’ that will be a partial benefit 
for the Father Duffy Canteen, mo- 
bile unit that services soldiers and 
sailors on guard duty in New York 
City. Alan Corelli, who heads the 
Canteen, is associated with Yokel in 
the venture, but his part in the set- 
up is just to assume responsibility 
in the Canteen’s share of the re- 
ceipts, 

Idea of the show will be to em- 
ploy chiefly new and young conics. 
Herman Timberg will write special 
material and stage the _ sketches, 
while Leon Leonidoff, producer at 
the Radio City Music Hall, will su- 
pervise the over-all production. 
Dorothy Kilgallen, N. Y. Journal- 
American columnist and a wolunteer 
worker with the Duffy Canteen; is 
head of the sponsoring committee 
for the show. 

No theatre has yet been picked, 
nor is an opening date more def- 
inite than mid-August. 


A. C. Music Hall Set 
As Separate Entity 
From Steel Pier 


Atlantic City, June 23. 

The Atlantic City Steel Pier is 
setting up its Music Hall as a sep- 
arate enterprise, rather than part 
and parcel of the Pier’s admission 
price as in past seasons. 

Music Hall, which will play the 
top names and bands, will command 
admissions of 85c on weekends, and 
65c and 85c on weekdays. Previously 
entrance to M.H. was free once the 
customers paid the 65c (weekdays) 
and 85c (weekends) admission to the 
Pier, which also threw in its ball- 
room, two film theatres, water show, 
circus and minstrel show. Those 
items continue as part of the Pier’s 
admish. 

Opening show for the M.H. with 
its new policy is dated for June 27 
and will headline the Ink Spots 
Martha Raye and Benny Goodman’s 
band go in July 4. 

















Carroll Reports Record 
Ho lywood, June 23. 
Earl Carroll’s theatre reports a 
single-day record biz for Saturday 
(20) with 1,560 admissions. 
The spot was not open last Muon- 
day or Tuesday but in the remain- 





‘ing five days for last week ran $3,- 

200 over the corresponding five days 
iof 1941, when over $22,000 was 
grossed. 





No Tinpanning Here 





Pianos in Army camps, long a 
subject for gags, will be out of 
tune no longer—at lea.: in the 
New York area. 

Piano Tuners Association has 
volunteered to attend regularly 
to all the instruments in the- 
atres, recreation halls and USO 
clubhouses in Greater New 
York. 


BOOKERS AIDING 
USO THUS HIT 
OWN SETUP 














New York vaude bookers are be- 
coming increasingly alarmed at the 
shortage of talent available for the- 
atre dates, due chiefly to the large 
number of acts taken out of ‘circula- 


tion’ by the USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
units touring army and navy bases. 
Presently there are 15 USO-CSI 
units touring on that outfit’s summer 
program, each troupe averaging five 
acts. 

Thus 75 standard turns are not 
available for theatre bookings, and 
so stage-show houses are hard put 
to round out their bills properly. 

Ironically, it’s the theatre bookers 
themselves, sitting in at USO-CSI as 
a special talent-buying committee, 
who are thus creating the shortage 
for themselves. 

With the shortage of vaude talent 
already acute, the bookers are look- 
ing ahead to even tougher conditions 
in the fall, when there is generally a 
resurgence of vaudeville nationally. 
It has been suggested that as a means 
of somewhat relieving the situation 
for the commercial theatres, and also 
the USO-CSI units, that the latter 
serve as a break-in time for new tal- 
ent, which would serve the purpose 
cf both entertaining. the soldiers and 
build up a reservoir of acts for any 
future vaudevilie ‘comeback.’ 

USO-CSI, however, has been re- 
luctant to adopt a ‘new faces’ policy 
for fear of criticism that it is not 
providing the servicemen with the 
best possible talent. 


PA. NITERY SNARED 





Philadelphia, June 23. 
First ‘raid’ on a nitery accused of 
violating the State’s booking license 
law was staged over the weekend 
by agents of the Pennsylvania De- 
partment of Labor and Industry. 
Accompanied by representatives of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists and the Entertainment Man- 
agers Association, the ‘raiders,’ led 
by Anthony C. Sharkey, State .en- 
forcement agent-in-charge, cracked 
down on the Bungalow Inn, a road- 

house outside of Norristown, Pa. 


booking order and contracts for en- 
tertainers appearing there. When 
Mrs. J. Hosbach, operator of the 
spot, failed to produce the papers 
as required by law, Sharkey ordered 


escrow, pending an investigation of 
the situation. 

George Phillips, booker of the spot, 
will be arraigned at a hearing before 
the joint board of the AGVA and 
EMA, with Sharkey sitting in. He’ll 
be charged with violating the book- 
ing law. 

Original complaint against Phillips, 
Sl arkey said, was brought by the 
EMA. 

The acts involved at the Bungalow 
Inn were Jackie Lee, singer; Lord 
and Janisse, dance team, and Al 
Carlton, m.c. 





Joe Schaefer, former Pittsburgh 
|band-leader, is new pianist with 
|Max Adkins’ Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
| burgh, house orch, replacing Carmen 
|Rummo, who has shoved off for 
army. 


IN BOOKING VIOLATION 


Sharkey demanded to see the| 


Lahr-Joe Lewis-Wheeler-Free Beer 
Can't Draw ‘Em At Chi 2-a-Day, So 
Folding Satdee; Coast 


Show Okay 


Despite a trimming of some $3,000 
in the budget, including salary cuts 
ranging up to 25% for some acts, 
the Alfred Bloomingdale-Nat Karson 
two-a-day vauder at the Grand 


Opera House, Chicago, will fold 
Saturday (27) after a run of two 
and a half weeks. An attempt is 
being made to get the show a book- 
ing in N.Y., but no air-cooled legit 
theatre with sufficient capacity ‘to 
house the straight-vaudeville bill is 
available. 

It’s estimated that the show lost 
at least $10,000 during the Chicago 
stay. Shortly after the opening, all 
matinees except Wednesday, Satur- 
day and Sunday, were dropped, like- 
wise the midnight show Saturday. 
Substantial savings were thus made 
in union salaries, with more coming 
via cuts in the actors’ pay. Frances 
Faye dropped out after the first 
week, which meant another economy, 
but, despite. all this and great re- 
views from the daily newspaper 
critics, the Chicago public didn’t 
seem to want straight vaudeville. 
Gross last week was only around 
$13,000. 

On the Coast, however, the two- 
a-day vaude show headed by George 
Jessel, playing the Biltmore, is do- 
ing good business. First week’s take 
was estimated $15,000, and second 
week around $16,000 — and that 
means profit for the Fred Finklehoff 
presentation. Scale on the Coast 
has been $1.50 top at night all week, 
but this week is being tilted to 
$2.20 on weekends. 

Originally scheduled for three 
and a half weeks on the Coast, ‘Show 
Time’ will get an additional week 
at the Biltmore and then moves to 
the Curran, San Francisco, opening 
July 10, for an indefinite run. 

‘ Blame Heat 

Showmen are prone to place the 
biame for Chicago’s vaude flop on 
the heat and the town’s notorious 
refusal to accept an original pro- 
duction. Shows going there after 


(Continued on page 55) 








Stage Bookings Warrant 
Tower, K.C.; in Conditional 
Return to Single Pictures 


Kansas City, June 23. 

Beginning Friday (26) Tower 
theatre resumes policy of stage 
shows combined with single features 
for the next several weeks. Four 
weeks of experimenting with dual 
features combihed with stage shows 
are being completed this week with 
gratifying results. Duals are tem- 
porarily discarded as stage names 
coming in are sufficient draw by 
themselves, but dual features ere 
definitely to be used henceforth 
whenever stage attrac.\ions do not 
have enough push on’ taeir own. 

Mayris Chaney heads stage show 
week of July 3. Ozzie Nelson band 
with Harriet Hilliard play a week 
beginning July 10 Paul Whiteman 
makes his first appearance in town 
in years when he comes in for week 
of July 24. Starting this Friday 
Chico Marx band heads the stage 
fare, 

Jimmy McLain (‘Dr. 1.Q.’) and his 





|air half-hour have been set for five 


that the wages due the actors be | 


‘FRANCES FAYE SUES 


turned over to him to be held in| 


Monday broadcasts, 8:30 CWT, from 
the Tower via WDAF (Red net) be- 
ginning July 6. 





FOR DIVORCE IN CHI 


Chicago, June 23. 
Frances Faye last week filed suit 
for divorce in the Superior Court 
against Abraham Frosch. They were 
married within the past year. 
Though both parties are legal resi- 
dents of New York, Miss Faye is 
basing her plea on assertion that 
acts of cruelty by her husband oc- 
curred in Illinois. Claims that he 
beat her on June 9 and June 12. 








Miss Faye, incidentally, has 
dropped out of ‘Headliners of °42,° 
two-a-day vaude show at the Grand 
Opera House. No replacement, 


though management vainly tried to 
get Lynn Fontanne and Alfred Lunt 
ito do a sketch. 
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Variety Bills) 





WEEK OF JUNE 26 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 


State (24) 
Milton Berle 
The Jansleys 
Ben Yost’s Vikings 
Leonard Sues 
Mary Burton 
Gordon & Rogers 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (24) 
Shep Fields Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (26) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Eleanore Whitney 
Jay C Flippen 
Eddie Hanley 
Jane Pickens 
Horace MacMahon 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (24) 
Vaughn Monroe Bd 

Eddie Garr 
Oxford Boys 
Lyda Sue 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (26) 
Cab Caltoway Ore 


MIAMI 
Olympia (24-27) 





Lane & Ward 
Stan Early 
T.inda Ware 
Whitey Roberts 
Novelle Bros 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (26) 
Eddy Duchin Bd 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Archie Robbins 
Doris DuPont 








RKO 








CLEVE“AND 
Palace (26) 
Skinnay Ennis Orc 

Calgary Bros 
Don Cummings 
R & B Ambrose 


(19) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Acromaniacs 
Shirley Ross 
Al Bernie 





ROCHESTER 

Temple (26) 
Bill Robinson 
Andy Kirk Ore 
June Richmond 
Douglas Bros 

(19) 

Gene Krupa Ore 
Paul Regan 
Knight Sis 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (26) 
Russ Morgan Ore 

Dennis Day 
Ames & Arno 
(19) 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Dennis Day ‘ 
Ames & Arno 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (26) 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Dean Murphy 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Dean Murphy 
The Juvelys 
George Tapps 


(19) 





Shep Fields Ore 

Rufe Davis 

Martez & DelLita 
UTIC 


Stanley (23-25) 
Bill Robinson 
Andy Kirk Ore 
June Richmond 
Douglas Bros 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (26) 

Roxyettes 
4 Macks 
West & Page 
Gene Marvey 

(18) 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Dick & Dot Remy 
Val Setz 
The Albins 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (25) 
Betty Bruce 
Robert Landrum 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Rockets 
Ballet 
tlee Club 
Symphony Ore 
Roxy (25) 
Stuart Morgan Co 
Cookie Bowers 
Carol King 
Bob Ripa 
Gay Foster Girls 
Paul Ash Orc 
Bob Hannon 
(26) 


T More & J Lee 
Claud Hopkins 
Monte Hawley 
Alvin (29) 
Ed Wynn 
Jane Froman 
Smith & Dale 
Carmen Amaya 
Williams 3 
Hector & Pals 
Davidson & Forgy 
Herzogs 
Volga Singers 
Donahue & Uno 
Senor Wences 
Emil Coleman Ore 
46th St. Theatre 
(26) 
You Holtz 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 
Paul Draper 
Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Lou Forman 
Bricklayers 
ROOKLYN 
Albermarle (27-28) 
Bogash & Bardine 
Grant Family 
Harris & Howell 
Mia Myles Co 


Oscar Davis 
Banks & Faye 
Youmans & Margie 
Rosalie.& Louis 





Mayfair (27) 
Lynn Kirk 
Oscar Davis 
Banks & Faye 
Youmans & Margie 
Rosalie & Louis 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Million Dollar Pier 
(28) 
Johfiny Long Ore 
CHICAGO 
Grand Opera H (26) 
Bert Lahr 
Joe E Lewis 
"Wheeler & Ladd 
Raye & Nald@i 
Romo Vincent 
Lynn & Royce & V 
Peg-Leg Bates 
Paul Sydell & 8 
Biltmorettes 
LOS ANGELES 
Biltmore (24) 
George Jessel 
Jack Haley 
Ella Logan 
Kitty Carlisle 
The De Marcos 
Buck & Bubbles 
Con Colleano 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Otsen & Shirely 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (27) 
S Field & M Kaye 
(Four to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolit’n (26-28) 
Hal MetIntyre Ore 
Ray Enelish 
Russell Swan 
Joe E Howard 
Ridgewood (24) 
Peggy Martin 
Grant Familiy 
Joyner & Foster 
George Freems 
(One to fill) 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (24-25) 
Georgie Auld Ore 
Bogash & Bordine 
Gene & Glenn 
The Leightons 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (22-24) 
Hal McIntyre Orc 
Ray English 





Russell Swan 
The Raymonds 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Yvonne Chevalier 
Ben Marden Riviera 


Chavez Ore 
Pancl Or 


‘Don Syl 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lityan Dell 

Shirl Thomas 
Lynn & Marianne 
Dee Rogers 

Moya Gifford 

o’s Or 





Roberto Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Jeorge Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Hazel Scott 
Zero Moste} 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eddie South Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Ore 
Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Thelma Nevins 


Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 


Diana Fontaine 

Frankie Hyers 

Vince Curran 

Roy Sedley 

Muriel Lynne 

Lillian Fitzgerala 
Coq Rouge 

Dick Wilson Ore 

Bela Bizony Ore 

Diamond Horseshoe 


Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 
El Chico 


Dorita & Velero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 

Zorita 
Sunny Tufts 
Eppie Bruce 
Sam Price 
Ramsy Del Rico 
Froeba Ore 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
Narita 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Caballero Ore 

51 Club 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Barbara Lee 
Margie Kelly 
Margo Goode 
Stuart Ore 
Greenwich Village 

Inn 


Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Tapia & Romero 
Hilda Moreno 
Rica Martinez 


Cerney Twins 
Contreras Co 
Maya Orc 


Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 

Jean Hunt 

Sons of Jive 

Larry Bennett Orc 


Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Frank Sinatra 
Jo Stafford 
Ziggy Elman 
Buddy Rich 

Pied Pipers 


Hotel Belmont 


aza 
(Glass Hat) 
Helen Stuart 
Hal Lansberry 
Johnny Mack 
Yola & Lysa 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
{Century Room) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
nae Pere 





‘Sammy Kaye Ore 


Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 


Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawalian Km) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikal 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani! Iaea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Dick Robertson Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Orc 
Helen Young 
Bob Huston (4) 
Renny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Cyril Grace 
Bob Russell 





Rene 

Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Gienda Hope 
Romero & Rosita 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 


Kelly’s Stable 
Stepin Fetchit 
Linda Keene 
Pete Brown (4) 
Leonard Ware (3) 

La Conga 


Dr Marcus 

Eleanor Teeman 
Pupi Co 

Josephine Del Mar 
Galente & Leonarda 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Lazara, Castellanos 
Sacasas Ore 
Herb Sherry Ore 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 


La Martinicve 


Walter O'Keefe 
Irene Vernon 
Vera Shea 
Billie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
Grace De Witt 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Jere McMahon 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
La Vie Parisienne 
Sylvia St Clair 
Hildegarde Hallid’y 
Rasha & Mirko 
Gabrielle 
Julius Monk 

Latin Quarter 
Juanita Rios 


Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Chiquita Venezia 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Caro! Rhodes 
Betty Carter 
Guy Martin Gls 
B’way Jones (3) 
Bill Glass Ore 


Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 

Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 

Ashburns 

Sylvia St Clair 
Rainbow Room 


L & E Roberts 
Chas Weidman Co 
Mimi Benzelle 
Carlos Montoya 
Terry Sis Ore 
Cavallero Orc 
Ruban Bieu 


Mildred Bailey 
Richard Bennett 
Dave Barbour 
Jack Gilford 
Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Lotte Goslar 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 

Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 





Adia Kuznetzoff 





Club Mayfair 
Rosey Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Iris Ison 
Walter Kane 
Henriquetta Brazil 
June Weiting 
Emmet Oldfield Co 
Andrew, DeW & 
Olive White 

Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Orc 
Buster Keim Rev 
Hilly Paine 
Mata & Hari 

(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 

Copley Plaza 

(Sheraton Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
McGowan & Mack 
Jo-Ann 
6 Ice-Kaydettes 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 

Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Yvonne Adair 
Dagmar 
Fox & Hounds Club 

(Rhumba Casino 

Room) 
Marion Frances 
Garfied Girls 

















NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 




















Ariane 

Eileen Brokaw 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 

Margo & Mann 


Hote! Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Revuers 
Mark & Viola 
3 Harmoneers 
Bunny Howard 
Charlie Bourne Ens 
Lynn Spofford 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O’Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Arthur Carney 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 


aR MULE 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Ben Cutler 
DiGatanos 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Jean Sablon 
Benson Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 


Hotel Se. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carron 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Oro 
(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carrol) 
Terry Franconi 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith [ns 
Paul! Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Waldorf- 


Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Georges & Jalna 

Marina 
Rose M Lombardo 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hurricane 
Gertrude Niesen 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Pélliteers 
Van Kirk 
Sammy Birch 
Dick Warren Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Libby & Betty 
Nola Day 
Roberta Welch 
Byrne Sis 
Jom Paige 
ert Lynn 
Colette & Deane 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Gracie Barrie 
Dick Stabile Orc 

Jimmy Kelly’e 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Heten Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 





Barbara Perry 

Jade Ling 

Winters 

Frank Mazzoe Co 

Trixie 

Gloria Gilbert 

Lela Moore 

Martel (3) 

Bob Fuller 

Jane Wood 

Alec Pierce Ore 

Fernando Caney O 
Leon & Eddie’s 


Eddie Davis 

Al Siegal 
Susan Miller 
Richard Lane 
W & E Mae 
Sonia Shaw 

M & B Whelan 
Eric Thorsen 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 


Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 

19th Hole Club 
Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 
Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Number One 


Jaye Martin 


Anne White 

Downey & Gregg 

Hazel Webster 
Onyx Club 

Bricktop 

Tookie Hunter 

Mabel Mercer 

Mae Barnes 

Earl & Toni 

3 Chocolates 


Old Roumanian 


Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
jyinger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 


Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Arthur Blake 
Noble & King 


Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Ore 


Bob Knight Ore 
The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 


Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Orc 
Abbey Or« 
Wivel 

Bob Lee 
Lilyan Dell 
Tommy Hayden 
Doris Neilson 
Chas Bowman Ore 
Theodore Brooks 
The Pauilens 

Versailles 


Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Roy Benson 
Wilma Cox 
D’'Ivons 
Patricia King 
Male 4 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Music Hall Boys 
Cy Young 
John Chapman 
Pee Wee Miller Co 
Jose Caliente 
Edward & Diane 
Jess Altmiller 
Jess Jordan Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Leadbelly 
Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood 8 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Babette’s Club 
Guy Martin Revue 
Beth Challis 
Victor & Ruth 
Carlisle Sisters 
Jean Anthony 
Alice & Phil 
Tex Garry 
Milton Huber Ore 
Breaker’s Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
4 Toppers 
Pearl Williams 
Serenadors (3) 
Chateau Renault 
National (3) 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Reom) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Chez Paree 
The Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Ray 
Cliquot Club 
Lenny Ross 
Max Cohen 
Toni Sorrel 
Ruth Warren 
Ramona 
Club Harlem 
Lary Steele 
J Gordham’s Orc 
Jackie Mabley 
Jessye Scott 
Viola Jefferson 
Frances Brock 
The Bye Sisters 
Garland Wilson 
Helen Penn’s Co 
Club Nomad 
Benny Davis Rev 
Mari Kim 


Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
Marjorie Jane 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Caton 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Dude Ranch 
Bill Valee 
Gary Gray 
Billy Du Val 
Serenaders Ore 
Cowboy Orc 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 


Nan DeMar 
Audrey 
Phil Brown 


Gables Ore 

Jeckey’s Derby Cl’b 

Brok Twins 

Kiki Hall 

Peppi Carman 

Frankie Madden 
Paddock Int'l 

Betty Coette 

Sandra Kent 

Billie May 

Vickie Cooper 

Marie Kibbey 

Bob Bell 

Al Hortzman Ore 
Paradise Club 

Bobby Evans 

Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 

Elliott Russell 
President Hotel 

(Round W’rld R’m) 

Del Monte Orc 

Johnny Hamp 

Ritz Carlton Hotel 

Basil Fomen Ore 
Seaside Hotel 

(Surf ’n’ Sand R'm) 

Eddy Bradd Orc 
Traymore Hotel 

(Submarine Grill) 

Wm Madden Orc 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Sammy Dale Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 


Gail Manners 
Marisol 

Artie Dann 
Beach-charmers (5) 


Biinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Leslies 





Don Weismuller 
Es _e&E -* 





Perry & Marlowe Sis 
Charies Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 


Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 


Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 

Jack Davis 

Lucille & J Maloney 

Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 

J Dominguez Ore 

Annette Henry 

Hotel Essex 

Ken Travers Ore 

Jack Manning Ore 





Bill Cronin 
Mitzi Crozier 
Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Tean Monti 
Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 
Nora Sheridan 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Al Robinson 
Alkali Ike 
Hotel Lenox 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Annette Leonard 
Dave Foreman 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Renee De Marco 
Eleanor French 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 
Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Jack Edwards Orc 
(Cafe Rauge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Rm) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Jolene 
Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglass 
Helen Shepard 
Ken 
Pete Brown Ore 
Broadway Al 
Russ Howard 
2 Lucky Bucks 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Rio Casino 


Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 
Blanchards 

Janice 

3 Blue Jackets 
Little Sir Echo 
Sid Walker 

Buster Keim Rev 


(Garden . Lounge) 
Ken Brilliant 


Savoy 
Sabby Lewis Orc 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Harry Stockwell 
Hartnells 
Boltons 
Doris Abbott 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Robert & Joan 
Tic-Toc 
Hot Lips Page Ore 


Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Harriett Smith Co 
Don & Sal Jennings 
(Tavern Room) 
Edith Lorand 
Dave Pritchard Orc 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marsha! 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Ore 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Bm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rail 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Reom) 
Tony & Lisa 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown werby 
Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 
Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounge 
Joe de Salvo 


Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 


Capella & Patricia 
Allen Carney 
Ruth Clayton 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Franklin 
Ciub Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Orc 
Kay & Linda Brice 
Valdez & Corine 
Doris Dupont 
Dolly Kay 
Congress Hotel 
(Glasa Hat Km) 
Vincent Bragale Orc 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
- (Camillia House) 
Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


e 
(Marine Rm) 
Will Osborne Ore 
Nitza & Ravel 
Marianne 
Dorben Gls 
835 Clab 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 





Manuel Contreras 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 
Rathekellar 
Louie & Gang 
5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Oro 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 

Ascot Boys 

Jimmy Noone 8 


Downbeat Rm 


Stuff Smith Orc 
3 Sharps & Flata 
Gladys Palmer 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 


Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 


Hi Hat 


Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 

Betty Hill 

Blaine and Elaine 
Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Ore 

H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aigion 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Salle Hote) 
(Pan-Am. Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Bibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 
(Piccadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wiima Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Falr 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 
College Inn Models 
Carl Marx 





Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 


Maurice Rocce 
606 Club 
Den Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
car & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millle Wayne 


Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 

Var Rest 

Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 





CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Billy Costello 
Saxons 
Terry & Walker 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Myron Ryan 

Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kalihul Orc 
Marya Manley 
Ilona de Bournat 


Freddie's Cafe 
Sonya Czir 
Ann Grace Line 
Larry Vincent 
Louise Sharoe 
Birdie Dean 
Al Lackey Ore 
Hotel Carter 


Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Jacquelina 

Aileen Hunter 


Hotel Cleveland 
Joseph Sudy’s Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Poison Gardner 
Coralll 


Hotel Hollenden 
Everett West 
Randolph, M’'gician 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Jean Loach 
Sammy Watkins G 
Vicki Nevada 

Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Orc 

La Conga Club 
F Hernandez Ore 

Lindsay’s Skybar 
Maurice Rocco 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Patty Egan 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Diane & Del Campo 
Georgia J Miller 

Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Oro 
3700 Club 

Sammy Morris 
Jack & Jeri 
Hal Hall 

Don Walsh Ore 





DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Young Orc 
Jan Martel 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz (4) 
Bowery 
Sophie Tucker 
Arabella 
Rajah Raboid 
Trotter & Mimi 
Sammy Morris 
Janet Hackett Girls 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carliste 
Benny Resh Oro 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 
Casanova 
Sen Lee 
Nichols & Haley 
Ruth Jordan 
Jessica Garwood 
Paul Nielsen Oro 
Club Congo 
Congoettes 
Beverly White 
Tommy Es 
Jimmy Smfth 
P’rkchops Patterson 
Bob Parrish 
Congo Orc 
Corktown Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 
Mora ‘Wacky’ Kaye 
Walter Powell Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
McLeod Family 
Wally Johl 
Jan Latin 
Itonia Bradley 
Charmettes Ore 
Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop Heuse 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Ethel Howe 
Nino Nanni 
Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 


Mickey’s 


Billy Meagher 

Charles & R Jenkins 

La Temple 

Ray Vincent 

Delores Lamont 

Mickeyettes 
Nebiolo’s 

Fay & Andre 

Johnny Policy 

Laskey Sis 





Clem Hawkins 
Leonard See! Ora 


Northwood Ina 


Dale Rhodes 

Theresa Rudolph 

Pon Amato 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 

Howard Benedict O 

Palm Beach 

Kay Lewis 

King & Roche 

2 Kays 

Sue Lombard 

Gus Howard 

The Novellos 
Penobscot Club 

JI W McDonald 

Ruby Orc 

Connie Barleau 

Carroll & Gorman 


Huck’s Redford inna 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Royale 
Will & G Ahearn 
Pancho & Dolores 

Margery Daye 

Toni Hart 

Pan American D 

Carl Ronner 

Bill McCune Ore 
Statler Hote) 


Nick D'Amico Ore 
San Diego 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 

The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

Al Alexander Oro 


Stevadora 


Good & Goody 
Eddy Shepherd 
Joe Banket Ore 
Ethel Shepherd 
Bob Hopkins 
Pepito & Co 
Billy Joy 

The Tropics 
Phil Gilbert 
Lee Jonas 
Carol Crane 
Bob Marble Ore 

Vernes 


Ray Rogers 
Jack Drayton 
Jerri Holt 
Bill Tracy 
Jack Nelson Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Guv Welsh Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 





LOS ANGELES ° 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 
June Carson 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
Jimmy Ames 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Music 


Ann Triola 

Bill Jordan 

Clifford Souze 

Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmere Bow!) 

Penny Lee 

Armando & Lita 

Frakson 

Marie Hollis 

Joe Reichman Ore 


Casa Manana 
Ted Lewis Orc 


Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Earl Carrolls 


West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 

Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Happy Felton 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 

Al Norman 

Wiers Bros 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Frances Urban 
Fred Scott 

Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 

Jerry Bergen 
Murtah Sisters 


Charlie Foy’s Club 

Charley Foy 

Phil Silvers 

Lorraine Elliott 

Joe Oakie 

Russ Soule Orc 

Rags Ragland 

Grace Hayes Lodge 

Elizabeth Talbot 

Martin 

Vivian Marshal 

Mary Healy 

P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Tropics 

Yvonne & Wayne 

Maxine Lewis 

Paul Neighbors Ore 

Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 

Fred Thompson 

Betty Reilly 

Bob Murphy 

Beth Reynolds 

Frankie Gallagher 

Louisiana 

Dick Buckley 

D Marshall Ore 
Macambo Cafe 

Eddie Le Baron Ore 

Felix Martinique 

Palladiam 

Diana Del Rio 

Les Brown Orc 
Slapsy Maxies 

Maxie Rosenbloom 

Jack Waldron 

Penny Piper 

Benny Lessy 

Billy Reed 

Patti Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 





Grace Poggi 


R Friml Jr Ore 


(Continued 


Art Tatum 


Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 


on page 55) 
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EARL CARROLL’S 


(HOLLYWOOD) 





Hollywood, June 18. 

Ha Felton, Rolly Rolls, Wiere 
pros Gall Gali, Aurora Miranda, Al 
Norman, Willie West & McGinty, St. 
Clair & Day, Bill Brady, Shirley 
Wayne, Beryl Wallace; Line of 30 
Girls; Manny Strand’s Orch (12); 
Michel Ortiz Rhumba Orch (5); ad- 
mission $1.65. 





In his fourth year in Hollywood, 
Earl Carroll has learned a lot of 
things about putting on a show for 
the type of trade that takes its night 
out here. On his -first pitch, still 
feeling his way, he went all out for 
spectacular staging, lighting, cos- 
tuming and tossed in a few name 
acts to make the production look 
more like a Broadway revue. It 
caught on like that and the Holly- 
wood picture mob gave the spot a 
fast and munificent play. Out-of- 
towners also made tracks for the 
boite and in no time at all Carroll 
was turning a pretty profit and the 
gag about the spot making a good 
garage became strictly a gag. For a 
time Carroll wasn’t so sure himself, 
but the period of doubt was soon dis- 
sipated. 

New revues came and went and 
still the trade kept coming, with 
ledger entries made in_ black 
ink. Of late the wily Carroll sensed 
a psychological change in public 
taste for entertainment, engendered 
by the war and what was going or 
around him. There was plenty of 
coin and an itch to spend it. What 
they wanted was entertainment, on 
the lighter side, and to feast the 
glims on chorus cuties in varying de- 
grees of exposed epidermis. All else 
seemed secondary, and that took in 
one of the biggest items on the cost 
sheet—production. 

In the first issue of ‘Star Spangled 
Glamour’ he gave his theory a try. 
Sets and costumes were trimmed 
down, still splendorous but not so 
budget-sagging. It worked like a 
charm and business was as brisk as 
ever. No one seemed to notice the 
difference, or care-—-so why tamper 
with a success? 

In what he prefers to call the 
summer, or second, edition of ‘Star 
Spangled Glamour,’ Carroll drew 
back the plush Thursday night (18) 
to an almost capacity turnout of 
some 1,100 sitters. He sat back to 
appraise the reaction to this even 
less costly venture and must have 
smacked his elation—his judgment 
again publicly acclaimed. 

What was paraded across the stage 
might easily have passed for what 
now is commonly called vaudeville 
were it not for the femmes and fancy 
hangings. Most of the acts have 
been around and those that haven’t 
won’t cut much of a swath anyway. 
Taken in the order of their preferred 
(from the out front point of view) 
billing, they comprise Happy Felton, 
a large chunk of man with an in- 
gratiating we~v about him, but short 
on what it takes to make his emcee- 
ing notable; Wiere Bros., precision- 
ists with fiddle, hat and hoof, but 
given too much latitude for hossplay 
that detracts from their finely timed 
and turned routines; Rolly Rolls, 
zany of the keyboard who breaks up 
a piano ad then makes it play, top- 
ping his act off with a number on 
an accordion no bigger than a three- 
decker sandwich; Aurora Miranda, 
sister of Carmen and a hot tamale 
in her own right, torching and torso 
tossing in what the Americano be- 
lieves to be the authentic Latin 
thing; Al Norman, fleet-footed hoofer 
and not so fast on the lip; Shirley 
Wayne, deadpan fiddler who strokes 
& mean bow and also makes the in- 
strument stooge for her comicalities; 
and the holdovérs, Gali Gali, wanes 
Willie West and McGinty, knock- 
about builders; St. Clair and Day, 
slick ballroomologists, and Beryl 
Wallace, who is cut in on a dozen 
specialties, 

Line of girls is shapely and well 
routined (it’s not a Carroll chorus 
otherwise) but not overworked in 
this edition. They’re more decora- 
tive than mobile. Score by Sid 
Kuller and Hal Borne is tuneful, but 
not distinguished. Eddie Prinz and 
Nico Charisse directed the ensem- 
bles. Manny Strand plays both the 
production and for the network line, 
delivering acceptably in both de- 
partments. Ortiz dishes up rhumba 
tunes for the customers on e. 

elm, 


HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Line (10), Ben Van Kirk, Pellet- 
fers (2), Sammy Birch, Ross & West, 
Rochelle & Beebe, Gertrude Niesen, 
Dick Warren Band (9), Bobby 
Quinton’s Rhumba Band; $1.25 mini- 
mum dinner, $2 supper. 





For generally good, pop entertain- 
ment, this show Is one of Broadway’s 
better nitery buys. Considering the 
modest budget—excepting headliner 
Gertrude Niesen—the 90-minute pro- 
duction by far exceeds in values re- 
cent shows at this spot. 

The Hurricane has changed pro- 
ducers with this show for the first 
time in a year—and the switch is all 


for the better. Harr: Puck, back 
on the Main Stem after a stay in 
Hollywood, has shown considerable 
imagination in devising this presen- 
tation and he ‘can chalk it up as a 
click Broadway comeback. 

Of course, the show’s big sock is 
Miss Niesen. She remains one of the 
fine present-day delineators of song, 
an expert saleswoman who can sing 
down to an audience that she might 
meet at the Hurricane and, at the 
same time, also play » to patrons 
at the east-side clubs, where she’s 
sung frequently. 

Miss Niesen was on abo 't 20 min- 
utes when caught at the Frida. din- 
‘ner show (19), but despite her half- 
dozen numbers ske had ccnsiderable 
trouble getting away from the en- 
thusiastic audience. Outside of some 
standard pops, Miss Niesen is doing 
a new number, ‘Boots,’ from Kipling, 
that’s particularly stirring with its 
martial theme. 

Benny Van Kirk is the m.c., a 
newcomer to Broadway, as are all 
the rest of the performers with the 
exception of the headliner. It seems 
to be a management policy to try out 
new, unheralded acts er optional 
contracts, and while they are not of 
star timber, they achieve the man- 
agement’s purpose for good enter- 
tainment. 

Rest of the _ .ll, all reviewed more 
extensively under New Acts&, are the 
Pelletiers, mixed duo of hand-bal- 
ancers; Sammy Birch, who panto- 
mimes in accomyaniment to record- 
ings; Rochelle and Beebe, ballroom 
satirists; Ross and West, male pair of 
impressionists. 

e line of 10, in addition to looks, 
shows the influence of Puck’s fine 
staging in several appearances. The 
girls can actually hoof and the rou- 
tines are of the more advanced 
variety. Naka, 


Vogue Room, Cleve. 
(HOTEL HOLLENDEN) 





Cleveland, June 20. 


D’Angelo & Porter, Randolph, 
Everett West, Joan Loach, Sammy 
Watkins Orch; $1.50 minimum. 





Randolph, the magician, draws 
more return engagements at the 
Hollenden’s cozy dancery and gets 
along more favorably than many 
conjurers with bigger names. How- 
ever, he’s a home-town product. 


Perhaps one reason for his popu- 
larity in current edition at the 
Vogue Room is because he doesn’t 
ever talk. Randolph increases the 
theatrical effects and suspense of his 
amusing tricks by doing them in 
pantomime. Most of his stunts are 
standard, but slickly executed, par- 
ticularly those involving live bun- 
nies and a goose. In sleight-of-hand 
he’s a fast worker, too. Femme part- 
ner would make herself more at- 
tractive if she didn’t mugg so much, 
but both accentuate their magical 
illusions so vividly by playing dumb 
that they make even the noisiest 
dinner crowds quiet down immedi- 
ately. 

Everett West, on Al Pierce’s air 
programs for many semesters, fits 
into the hostelry’s atmosphere well 
enough to rate a fortnight’s hold- 
over. Husky tenor uncorks a high, 
powerful and clear pipe. He causes 
them to sit up and shout for more, 
whether he is lifting up ‘Road to 
Mandalay’ or ‘Johnny Doughboy.’ 

Duo of D’Angelo and Porter do 
ballroom dances acceptably without 
drawing special attention. Joan 
Loach steps in for a couple of flashy 
accordion and song _ specialties, 
strolling between sessions. Sammy 
Watkins’ crew continues to negotiate 
both dance sets and floor exhibits as 
efficiently as ever. Pullen, 


Biltmore Hotel, N. Y. 


(FOUNTAIN ROOM) 





Ice show featuring Heasley Twins 
and Hazel Franklin, plus four-girl 
ensemble; Ray Heatherton’s Orch; 
$1 cover. 





Successful during the winter in 
the groundfloor Bowman Room, this 
eastside hotel has moved the ice unit 
to the roof for the summer, with 
the William Morris agency, which 
furnishes the show and band as a 
package, providing a brand new pro- 
duction and theme for the holdover 
cast. This time it’s ‘Alice in Rhum- 
baland,’ a cutely conceived and well- 
presented entertainment for a smart 
clientele. . 

It takes Hazel Franklin, a tiny 
blonde looker who’s expert on the 
blades, on a tour of the Latin-Ameri- 
can countries in search of romance— 
with the latter department well 
taken care of by the Heasley Twins, 
screen-type juveniles who them- 
selves are among the top ice-skaters 
around. Working in and around the 
featured trio is a four-girl ensemble, 
each a standout looker and, singly 
and in toto, creditable skaters. _ 

Show is fast-moving, and contrib- 
uting greatly to its over-all excel- 





lence is the costuming of the girls. 
|Plus enhancing the production’s gen- 
eral appearance, the costumes high- 





light the girls to the extent that they 
personify glamour on blades. 

Also of no small account in the 
way the show plays is Ray Heather- 
ton’s band, a smooth combo of 12 
pieces including three violins (two 
femmes and one male), three rhy- 
thym, three brass and three reed. 
Plus the fine job for the show, 
Heatherton dittoes for the dancing, 
mixing up the foxtrots with Latin- 
American rhythms. Personable band- 
leader contributes some vocals in 
nice fashion, as does an unbilled 
femme. Scho. 


PREMIERE, B. A. 


Buenos Aires, June 10. 
Monty Montero Band (7), Freddy 
Calo Band (8), Tipica Tolosa, Eddie 
Gaylor, Ninito; no minimum. 








Newest addition to B.A.’s increas- 
ing list of after-dark spots Premiere, 
occupying the site of the old Gong, 
is the closest thing to a U. S. type 
club in these parts. Located below 
the street level, in the heart of the 
theatre and film district, it’s been 
going strong since opening and looks 
like a good biz bet. Effort has been 
to create an informal spirit as op- 
posed to some of the stiff-collar ef- 
fects of other joints. 


Feature is Monty Montero, U. S. 
trumpeier who came here eight or 
nine years ago with Don Dean’s col- 
legiate outfit and remained in the 
pampas territory long after the rest 
of the gang shipped north. Montero 
worked for a time with Eduardo Ar- 
mani, still the top-ranking jazz out- 
fit here, and a year or so ago formed 
his own unit which has been going 
strong since. While still 100% Yank, 
his command of castellano is perfect 
and he’s able to keep both the Amer- 
ican and English crowd, plus the 
Argentine portenos, happy. 


Montero wisely features his own 
trumpeting and warbling, managing 
to get plenty of sock into his jive. 
He’s also responsible for introducing 
more new U. S. numbers than any 
other localite, especially hit tunes 
from film musicals, which catch on 
most quickly with local crowds. Also 
emphasizes request tunes and can 
handle sambas and congas with the 
best of them. Rhythm section is also 
featured. Roca, his piano player, 
who doubles in classics, is a show- 
stopper. 

Unusual in these parts is a second 
U.S. bounce outfit, headed by Freddy 
Calo, brother of Jose and Roberto 
Calo, who operate the Premiere. 
Calo is best known for is work on 
Radio El Mundo and features Eddie 
Gaylor, who not only warbles but 
plays the electric Hawaiian guitar. 
Two tipicas round out the music 
quota, neither one of which is out- 
standing. Ray. 


Shoreham Terrace, Wash. 


Washington, June 20. 
Barbara Belmore, Frank & Jean 
Hubert, Consolo & Melba, Barnee’s 
Orch. 








This is the most popular spot in town 
with its beautiful view of Rock 
Creek Park, its changing-colors foun- 
tain and its breezes no matter how hot 
the weather. 

It’s a tough spot for entertainers 
though. Jammed as the place is 
nightly it would practically take an 
earthquake, or something equally as 
startling, to make the patrons pay at- 
tention to the show. And this is a 
good show. 

Currently, and on its third week, 
the layout opens with Barbara Bel- 
more’s fine semi-acrobatic dance. 
Pint-size with a neat figure which 
she shows to good advantage, Miss 
Belmore scores solidly. Frank and 
Jean Hubert, standard for years, get 
over their great drunk routine, 
while the ballroom dancing of Con- 
solo and Melba is beautifully done. 
The three acts constitute an excel- 
lent show. , : 

Featured since spot’s opening is 
Barnee Breskin, billed only by his 
first name, and his orchestra. He's 
an institution in town. Marg. 


Camellia House, "Chi 


(DRAKE HOTEL) 





Chicago, June 13. 
Nancy Martin with Val Ernie Orch 
(6). 





The policy of this swank nitery 
calls for a single act and a society 
band, and the present pairing of 
Nancy Martin with Val Ernie’s orch 
makes for an ideal combination. 

Miss Martin, by virtue of her air 
time on the Blue’s ‘Breakfast Club,’ 
‘Club Matinee’ and other programs, 
has been the recipient of much 
favorable publicity. However, sing- 
er is capable of backing up her press 
statements during the engagement 
here. This, her first nitery assign- 
ment, finds her a capable entertainer 
who promises to keep the cash regis- 
ter busy. 

She’s at her best doing the in- 
timate conversational type of songs 
most appreciated by this clientele. 
With a little more experience and 
rounding out, gal can really go 
places. Right now all she lacks is 


experience, but she makes it up by! 








1,500 servicemen virtually bringing 
into John Q. Publie’s front parlor the 
blueprint on how his sweat, tears and 
taxes are being expended, 


Via a cross-country tour that will 
run into mid-October, the Govern- 
ment, through this gigantic propa- 
ganda-patriotic spectacle, is bringing 
the war to the people at home, who, 
in the ordinary course of events, 
wouldn’t even hear a pistol fired in 
their lifetimes. 


Some 45,000 spectators were 
thrilled at the opening here. Another 
33,000 were just as enthusiastic at 
the second showing last night (Mon- 
day), even though forced to sit 
through a downpour. There was no 
show on Sunday, but, before the 
mammoth production leaves here 
Saturday night (27), Army officials 
expect that at least 400,000 will have 
paid 55c admission each to see the 
superb show. Another 25c is charged 
as admission to the sideshow, with 
all monies going into the Army 
Emergency Relief Fund. However, 
it’s primed more for propaganda than 
money-raising. 

Topper of the scores of showmanly 
stunts in the fast-moving, noisy, 100- 
minute spectacle and the ‘sideshow’ 
which surrounds it is probably a va- 
riation of the old door-prize routine. 
Spectators are urged to write their 
name on cards which are tossed into 
the casing of a 2,000-pound shell. 
Those whose names are later drawn 
out have the privilege of painting a 
message and their name on a bomb 
which the War Department guaran- 
tees will be dropped in Germany, 
Japan or some other ‘appropriate’ 
spot as the individual’s personal 
greeting to Hitler or Hirohito. 


Another sideshow attraction that 
drew crowds was a gas chamber. 
Anyone who wanted to—and there 
was a long line—could don a regula- 
tion Army training mask and be ac- 
companied by a soldier for a half- 
minute in the chamber. A few of 
those who took masks off too soon 
came out with eyes streaming from 
the tear gas which the Army had 
substituted for the real thing. 


Sideshow, in fact, was almost as 
much an attraction as the main she- 
bang, with hundreds of guns and 
pieces of equipment and not a ‘Don't 
Touch’ sign in sight. Kids—and 
plenty who weren’t kids—had the 
time of their lives aiming machine 
guns, pretending they were firing 
giant howitzers, climbing all over as- 
sault boats of the Engineer Corps 
and touching the wreckage of two 
Jap Zero planes and a Nazi dive 
bomber, 

‘Walkie Talkies’ 

Crowd was delighted, too, before 
the start of the main performance by 
members of the Signal Corps wan- 
dering through the stadium with 
‘Walkie Talkies’—radio transmitters 
that fit on a man’s back. The men 
interviewed people in the stands, 
with the ether waves produced by 
the ‘Walkie Talkies’ being picked up 
and amplified through the field’s 
public address system. 

Show itself will give most stay-at- 
homes probably the closest view 
they'll ever get of a real battle. It 
opens with the almost 1,500 men with 
the show marching in precision down 
the field and going through the im- 
pressive Manual of Arms, swinging 
their nine-pound rifles in time to 
music. 

They had hardly finished when the 
caissons came rolling along—speedy, 
tractor-like vehicles towing big guns 
out on the field, the crews leaping 
from them and within 36 seconds get- 
ting them set up and firing. Booming 
of cannons was so powerful the en- 
tire stadium shook, and it was neces- 
sary to tape nearby windows to pre- 
vent the concussion breaking them. 

Light and heavy machine gun com- 
panies and reconnaissance cavalry 
roared on the field next with the 
rat-tat-tat of their automatic weap- 
ons sending the crowd into another 
spasm of cheers. Jeeps followed 
with a mechanized rodeo and motor- 
cycle dispatch riders gave an ex- 
hibition of stunt riding. 

Signal Corps men rushed into the 
arena, set up poles and strung wires 
the length of the field in less than 
four minutes. Then, to prove that 
they had really done a job, they 
promptly plugged the wire system 





her excellent manner of presentation 
and personality. 

Miss Martin has a good voice, ex- 
cellent diction and her choice of 
material is tops. Sophisticated to 
pop ditties comprise her repertoire. 

Ernie’s band, a typical society 
crew, is small but distinctive. Leader 
nicely fronts to click solidly. Band 
is on the sweet side, with a solid 
type of sweet swing not hard on the 
ears. A natural for this intimate 
room. Loop. 


Army War Show 


Continued from page l= 








into the stadium’s amplification out- 
lets and talked to the crowd. 


Barnum Touch 


Tank demonstration was another 
Barnum-topper. After a flock of 
them had wheeled all over the turf 
at high speed, a couple of them 
whizzed up a ramp and flew off into 
space—landing on two jalopies. Cars 
were smashed like accordions, with 
nuts and bolts and other parts flying 
all over, 

Tanks were finally forced off the 
field by ‘tank destroyers’—armored 
trucks with caterpillar treads in- 
stead of rear wheels and carrying 
the Army’s new 75 mm, anti-tank 
guns. Guns were booming like one 
demented on both sides as the ar- 
mored monsters and their destroyers 
fought it out. 

Another thrill was the Chemical 


Warfare Service’s demonstration of | 


flame-throwers, the deadly weapon 
that helped the Nazis to crack the 
Maginot line. Encased is asbestos 
suits, the soldiers advanced on their 
foe with nozzles of their instruments 
spouting tongues of flame 75 feet 
long. Heat could be felt way up into 
the stadium. 

Laugh-getter was a switch on an 
old circus routine. Big truck rolled 
out on the field and stalled. Soldiers 
kept pouring out of it until it seemed 
impossible that they all could have 
been inside. Then they tried to push 
the truck but couldn’t budge it. As 
they marched off, a tiny jeep rolled 
out of the back of the truck, a tow- 
line was quickly fastened and the 
little fellow pulled its big brother 
off without even straining. The ‘de- 
serting’ soldiers tried. to thumb a 
ride, but weren't given a tumble. 


What a Li’l Match Does 


Another surprise was the an- 
nouncer asking everyone, at the 
count of three, to light a match. As 
the darkened stadium burst into a 
powerful glow from the tiny flicker, 
the announcer said: “Thank you very 
much. And the next time you have a 
blackout, remember what a match 
does.’ 

Finale was the big thrill, however, 
It was an eight-minute battle be- 
tween ‘Japs’ hiding in a wooded 
area constructed by engineers atone 
end of the field and U. S. troops. 
‘Japs had their hill and forest stiffly 
defended by tanks, machine guns 
and tank destroyers, with infantry 
interspersed. 

‘Battle’ opened with two U. S. 
motorcycle reconnaisance scouts 
spotting the forest’s defenses. A 
rifle cracked and one of the scouts 
dropped. The other sped away, at 
the same time notifying his main 
force by the radio transmitter on the 
rear of his cycle. 


Painless Batile Front 


Attack came with a screen of 
motorcycle scouts, scout cars, tanks 
and tank destroyers advancing with 
infantry crouching behind them. 
Fight began with an ear-splitting 
roar of machine gun and tank fire 
from both sides. But the defenders 
were unable to halt the weight of 
Yankee lead as field pieces~of all 
sizes were wheeled into position and 
began to spout imaginary shells, 
simulated by fireworks. 

At the same time, three dive- 
bombers attacked and the rays of 
four searchlights shot into the air 
and caught them in their cross- 
beams. The ack-acks opened fire 
and held them at a ‘safe’ height, 
Meantime, a sound track on the 
loudspeaker system brought further 
realistic battle noises of dive bomb- 
ers, shells whistling through the air 
and bombs thudding. 

The ‘Japs’ couldn’t hold out and 
the American troops surged forward 
in waves. Medical Corps detach- 
ments picked up the wounded and 
dispatch riders sped over the battle- 
field delivering messages. Finally 
the Yanks swooped into the woods 
and came out with their prisoners. 
Few seconds later the Rising Sun 
came down and a white flag went 
up. Another couple seconds and the 
white flag was replaced with the 
Stars and Stripes as the crowd 
roared. ‘ 

Fireworks provided a climax with 
pictures of President Roosevelt and 
the American Eagle outlined against 
the sky. 





SHANKS’ DIVORCE SUIT 
Toledo, O., June 23. 
Suit for divorce was filed in 
Toledo last week (19) by Martha 
Belle Shanks against Charles R, 
(‘Chuck’) Shanks, operator of the 
Hollywood Night Club. Mrs. Shanks 
charges neglect and cruelty. 
They were married in 1924 and 
have two children, 
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Billposters Liven 


Up Dull June Afternoon on Mth St. 





By JACK PULASKI 

Bystanders near Sardi’s Cafe, west 
44th street, N. Y., were roused out 
of their lethargy one sultry aft- 
ernoon last week when Jake Myers, 
aged 73, and Joe Sully, 72%, long 
feuding billposters, mixed it up for 
about three rounds. Joe is starting 
to shuffle, but Jake is still plenty 
tough for his years, which is why he 
copped the duke and title of cham- 
pion of the Ancient Order of Bill- 
posters. 

Both are dumpy little guys. They 
thought they were throwing punch- 


es, but when Jake crossed a right | - 


he came out with one of Joe’s coat 
lapels in his mit. He also barked his 
knuckles and there was a slight shin 
laceration, but whether Sully cov- 
ertly kicked Myers is not on the 
records. The boys have been accus- 
ing each other of covering up their 
one-sheets and tack cards for years, 
with both denying any such tricks. 

The ribbers steamed up Sully to 
get a supmons, alleging Myers com- 
mitted some degree of assault. Joe 
swears he otherwise wouldn’t have 
entertained such a comeback, but 
anyway he had to put out some ad- 
vertising cards on 54th street, which 
is where the station house and west 
side court are” located. So that it 
wouldn’t be a total loss, Sully of- 
fered to withdraw the complaint if 
Myers got him a new coat, which the 
latter stoutly refused to do, Fri- 
day (19) the case came up. When 
the magistrate peered down from the 
bench upon the aging adversaries, 
he ordered them -to shake hands, 
also telling Mye-s to have Sully’s 
lapel sewed on again. 


‘Can’t We Be Friends?’ 

Myers heatedly denied any friend- 
ly gestures, such as gently pinching 
each other’s cheeks, but at least one 
of the little aks was seen to put 
his arm around the other’s shoulders 
after their visit to 54th street court. 

The original argument started in 
Mackay’s ticket agency, where 
broker Louis Schoenceit shilled them 
to the pavement. When Sully hove 
in sight with the summons he was 
accompanied by a cop, figuring he 
might lose the other lapel, too. The 
officer stood by as Myers got the 
paper. 

It seems that Jack Haskell, stager 
of dances, was one of the few who 
tried to pacify the combatants, for 
whieh he got a_ shoving around, 
Most of the others were laughing 
at the pseudo pugs. Finally a 
sturdy motorcycle cop arrived and 
asked what it was all about. Some- 
body gave a version, whereupon a 
chorus boy lisped, ‘tain’t so,’ empha- 
sizing his comment by pushing’ the 
officer backward several feet. Cop 
Was so surprised he didn’t do any- 
thing about it. 

Socked Once by Strawhat 

Couple of summers ago, Sully 
stepped out and opened a stock com- 
pany in Waterbury. His wife couldn’t 
figure out where he raised the coin, 
but Sully readily admitted he pro- 
moted the candy butcher of the 
house. The stock lasted but a few 
days and thereafter Sully haunted 
Equity’s offices trying to get back 
some of his guaranty deposit. It 
was discovered that Sully had for- 
gotten to take care of a number of 
financial details connected with ac- 
tors in another of his hideaway 
stunts, so he had to pay off. Be- 
cause of his forgetfulness, Sully’s 
name was posted with a bunch of 
managers who also didn’t kick in. 

Myers has a rep of being ready to 
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| fight at the drop of a hat and not 
llong ago he knocked a company 
manager off his pins with one sock. 
The manager was a former athlete, 
but refrained from retaliating be- 
cause of Jake’s size and age. Myers 
admits he’ll fight instanter if he 
thinks he is justified, ‘even if I have 
to go to the hospital.’ 





Current Road Shows 


(June 24-July 4) 





‘Blackouts of 1942’ 
Capitan, L. A. (24-4), 
‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.’ (stock)—Cen- 
tral, Passaic, N. J. (30-4). 
‘Cafe Crown’ (stock) — Windsor, 
Bronx (24-28); Selwyn, Chi. (30-4). 
‘Candida’ (stock) — Playhouse, 
Providence (24-27). 


‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chi, (24-4), 


‘Headliners of ’42’ (vaude)—Grand 
Opera House, Chi. (24-27). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)— 
Geary, S. F. (24-27). 

‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Music 
Box, H’wood (24-4). 

‘Moon Is Down’ (stock )—Flatbush, 
B’klyn (24-28); Windsor, Bronx (30- 
4). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chi, (24-4). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ 
lonial, Boston (24-4). 

‘Old Acquaintanée’ 
langer, Buffalo (24-27). 

‘Show Time’ (vaude) — Biltmore, 
L. A. (24-4). 

‘Vinegar Tree’—Lafayette, Detroit 
(25-4). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
Central, Passaic, N. J. (24-28); Flat- 
bush, B’klyn (30-4). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)—Ma- 
jestic, Boston (24-27). 


Ahead and Back 


John Pollock, acting g.m. for John 
Golden, back with ‘Claudia’ (St. 
James, N. Y.) while Eddie O’Keefe 
is on vacation. 

Lodewick Vroom back § with 
‘Broken Journey’ (Miller, N. Y.). 
Fred Spooner and David Tebot 
agenting. 

Bill Doll is press agent for ‘Star 
and Garter’ (Music Box, N. Y.) and 
‘Stars on Ice,’ due next week at the 
Center. 

Karl Bernstein p.a. for ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (Carnegie Hall). 

Dick Maney agenting 
Town, Laugh’ (Alvin, N. Y.). 


(vaude)-—El 


(3d Co.)—Co- 
(stock )}—Er- 








‘Laugh, 





New Equity Rule OK’s 
Secret Ballot by Cast 
On All Legit Shows 


Expréssious of cast opinién cn 
matters pertaining to legit shows 
will in future be decided by secret 
ballot under a proposed new rule 
of Equity. Council will be asked to 
pass such a regulation and is ex- 
pected to do so. At present, ques- 


tions of salary cuts, layoffs and sim- 
ilar matters requiring vote of the 
cast are decided by open vote. 

Matter came up at the Equity 
council meeting yesterday (Tues- 
day), when charges by members of 
the ‘Macbeth’ company against 
Maurice Evans, the star and pro- 
ducer, were heard. Accusations in- 
volved conditions covering the re- 
cent performances of the show at 
Ft. Meade, Md. Because Equity had 
turned over its camp show jurisdic- 
tion to the United Actors War Ac- 
tivities Committee, the council was 
unable to act on the matter. How- 
ever, it commended the courage and 
‘good faith’ of the members who 
had brought the charges. 

Passage of the proposed secret 
ballot rule by the council may af- 
fect Evans’ plans for a ‘Macbeth’ 
tour in the fall, since he is under- 
stood figuring on sandwiching in a 
number of camp show dates and 
paying reduced salaries on a pro- 
rata basis. It was indicated at 
Equity yesterday that any such tour 
would have to be approved by the 
association, 

Invest in Bonds 


Council voted yesterday to allow 
Sunday legit performances in Bos- 
ton, provided casts get another day 
off during the week and that other 
crafts also grant waivers. Session 
also recommended that $100,000 of 
Equity funds and $62,000 of Chorus 
Equity coin (about half the re- 
spective surpluses) be invested in 
war bonds, and endorsed the forth- 
coming Broadway engagement of 
‘This Is the Army,’ Irving Berlin’s 
soldier musical for Army Relief. 

Upon request of the cast of ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ Noel Coward comedy at the 
Booth, N. Y., permission was given 
for the show to lay off Monday 
nights during July and August and 
receive seven-eighths pay, provided 
no salaries go below Equity’s $50 
minimum. Alien actor rule was also 
waived to permit Flora Robson to 
appear in ‘Elizabeth the Queen’ at 
the Princeton (N. J.) strawhat this 
summer and in ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment at Scarsdale, N. Y., and Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 








Flora Saloway, formerly an asso- 
ciate in the script agency of Hans 
Bartsch, has opened her own office 
in N. Y, 





$97,300 Sets World 1-Show Record: 
In Toronto ‘Celebrity Parade’ Benefit 





Toronto, June 18. 

Herbert Wilcox ‘triple-bill’ production of 
Monckton Hoffe’'s ‘The Lady Who Wishes 
to Be Known as Madame’; the ‘Alice Blue 
Gown’ song-and-dance sequence from the 
Wilcox film production ‘Irene’ (RKO); and 
Noel Coward's ‘Still Life’ in five scenes. 
One performance, June 15, ’42, at Victoria 
theatre, Toronto, at $10 top. 

THE LADY WHO WISHES TO BE 
KNOWN AS MADAME 
Herbert Marshall 
Queen Victoria......ceccceesesd Anna Neagle 
Duke of Wellington...........Dennis King 


nr 
aN 





| President Lincoln.......... Richard Gaines 
| Florence Nightingale...... Helena Pickard | 
Bere. -MelsoGis ccoscces Colin Keith-Johnston 
| Rt. Hon. Mr. Gladstone......George Patton 
| Mr. ee en errr Earl Gray 
| The Common Soldier.......... Robert Coote 
STILL LIFE 

Myrtle Bagot..............-Moyna Macgill 
ORT) WARSI. cccvevcssns -Helena Pickard 
1 OSM eee ee 
| Albert Godby. ceccceee+++++e+-Robert Coote 
|}Alec Harvey..ccecccce:s Colin Keith-Johnston 
Laura Jesson.ccccorsecsssessssd Anna Neagle 
Young Lady..cccccccecccess Joy Harington 
Bil. evcsscoscucsvecsoocccces Dennis King 
JONNNIC.....cccccccccceseces George Patton 
DETIOTOG . 0.5.06005660060000 +> Mien  WRlnes 


Dolly Messiter veaseneé Dorothy Wordsworth 





Herbert Wilcox, film producer, 
made theatrical history and set a 
new world’s boxoffice record for a 
one-night benefit performance when 
his ‘Celebrity Parade’ grossed $97,- 
300 at the Victoria theatre here June 
15, scaled at $10 top. Subsequent 
patriotic pilgrimage will see some of 
the finest names of stage and screen 
criss-crossing some 10,000 miles 
across Canada in the three-week- 
eight appearance westward-eastward 
journey. 

All players are donating their 
services, this also going for Herbert 
Wilcox. Noel Coward and Monckton 








Hoffe have waived royalties on their 
two plays. Famous Players Cana- 








dian Corp., through J. J. Fitzgibbons, 
president, is donating the largest 
theatres across Canada and the serv- 
ices of their staffs. 

All proceeds from ‘Celebrity Pa- 
rade’ are being turned over to the 
Air Marshal Bishop Fund for the 
Air Cadet League of Canada, reser- 
voir of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. Incidentally, Bishop and Wil- 
cox served in the same squadron in 
the last war and have remained firm 
friends ever since. Bishop made a 
curtain speech opening night in an- 
nouncing the $97,300 gross and will 
fly to other cities as an additional 
boxoffice draw for civic receptions, 
etc. Pair of seats was bought here 
by Harry Warner for $10,000 on the 


Strength of the Wilcox friendship 


and Billy Bishop’s participation in 
‘Captains of the Clouds.’ 

Opening was staged here with all 
the hoop-la of a Hollywood pre- 
miere, including parades, bands, 
searchlights, roped-off thoroughfares, 
mounted police, throngs of gapers, 
etc., a couple of hours before cur- 
tain, with cheers greeting the vari- 
ous stage and screen participants in 
‘Celebrity Parade.’ For the first time 
here, press reviews hit the front 
pages with inside coverage, includ- 
ing eight-column streamers and gen- 
erous picture-layouts. (Press cover- 
age was handled by Jimmy Nairn, 
director of publicity for Famous 
Players Canadian.) 

Presentation included world-pre- 
miere of Monckton Hoffe’s “The Lady 
Who Wishes to Be Known as Ma- 
dame,’ Noel Coward's ‘Still Life’ from 
his ‘Tonight at 8:30’ series, and the 
re-enactment by Anna Neagle of the 





‘Alice Blue Gown’ sequence from 
her ‘Irene’ (RKO), this sung by Miss 





ile Suet 


Michael Todd will present ‘Star and Garter,’ a revue, at the Music Box 
N. Y., tonight (Wed.) after a six-day postponement. Original premiere 
date was set hack efter previews made it apparent.that the show needed 
more comedy in the form of skits. Some of the injected material comes 
from ‘Streets of Paris.’ ‘Keep off the Grass’ was also mentioned as the 
source of some material. Ordinarily musical shows are sent out of town 
for tryout, but in this instance ‘Star’ is opening cold in N. Y. Hurry call 
to the Coast brought Lamberti back to town early this week. 

Reported that burlesque managers, who were forced out of business 
last season by Commissioner Paul Moss, who declined to issue theatre 
licenses, have pointed out to him that Todd described ‘Star’ as a burlesque 
show, a type of attraction that he and Mayor LaGuardia ruled out. Moss 
is therefore expected to carefully scrutinize the new show. Its ticket scale, 
however, is the same as for other major musical legiters, $4.40 being the 
top except for the first night, which is $6.60—not burlesque figures. 





Recent Sundays at the Winter Garden, N. Y,, where ‘Sons o’ Fun’ is 
playing, have been offish, which explains a drop in weekend ticket prices, 
It was expected among the players that Sundays might be dropped, espe- 
cially because Chic Johnson has been out of the cast on that day for the 
past four weeks. Johnson had been reported indisposed, but his desire to 
remain in the country, where he expended much money in establishing 
a dairy farm, is indicated to be the reason for his Sunday layoffs. A 
brother of Ole Olsen took over the Johnson part. ‘As ‘Fun’ doesn’t play 
Mondays, Johnson has been able to stay in the country from Saturday 
night until Tuesday evening. 

Ticket scale for ‘Fun’ is $4.40 nightly during the week, with a $5.50 
nick on Saturday. Regular top will apply Saturday from now on, with 
$3.30 highest price on Sunday. Boxoffice is reported having chopped 
prices, mostly on the lower floor, for some time. 





‘The Cat Screams,’ which opened at the Beck, N. Y., Tuesday (16), 
exited Saturday (20). Cast was ready to go on for the matinee, but when 
there was only $26 in the boxoffice the management decided to refund 
the money to the customers and cancelled the performance. That's the 
report in actor circles. . 

Explained by the stage manager that the reason for calling off the show 
was the absence of Lloyd Gough, who was on Staten Island for a physical 
examination prior to induction into the Army. He reported there at 6:30 
a.m. and was detained until 3:30 in the afternoon, unable to reach a tele- 
phone. Performance could not be played because the understudy was 
not up in the lines. ‘Cat’ was produced by Martha Hodge, daughter of the 
late William Hodge. 





The Bucks County Playhouse will pay the Bellevue-Stratford hotel, 
Philadelphia, $350 a week plus 41%% of the net profits for leasing the 
ballroom, the junior cottillion room and a couple of adjacent suites for 
the presentation of this season’s series of plays. The deal got the okay of 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick in Federal Court, which has charge of re- 
organization proceedings for the hotel. 

The Bucks County Playhouse moved its activities from New Hope, Pa. 
to the Bellevue-Stratford in the heart of Philly because of the inaccesi- 
bility of the country theatre due to gas and tire rationing. The season 
will start Friday (26) with Noel Coward's ‘Private Lives’ starring Ruth 
Chatterton. 





Those connected with ‘Broken Journey,’ written by Andrew Rosenthal, 
which opened Tuesday (23) at the Miller, N. Y., are high on the script. 
Arthur Hopkins, who stagd the comedy drama, his first play in some 
time, is especially enthusiastic. Understood he has an interest in the pro- 
duction, and it is indicated that Gilbert Miller is also in on the managerial 
end. 

Play is being presented by Martin Burton, formerly on the Broadway 
stage. Others with shares in ‘Journey’ include Lodewick Vroom and Paul 
N. Turner, latter being the theatrical attorney connected with Equity and 
the Four A’s. Several backers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ were invited to 
participate, but didn’t. 





Dennis F. O’Brien, intimate friend and counsel to George M. Cohan, 
cherishes a photograph of the star presented him in 1907 and it still adorns 
his office (O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery). It is more than a picture to the 
attorney, familiarly known as Captain O’Brien, who regards the likeness as 
a talisman. He has never had a contract concerning Cohan signatured 
without removing the photo from the wall and placing it on the desk when 
all such deals are agreed upon. 

Most recent contract entered into was for the film ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 
A picture was taken, showing Jake Wilk signing on behalf of Warners, 
while Capt. O’Brien looks on, holding the Cohan photo upright. 





Youag. legit actor whom Herman. Shumlin thinks is a comer has just 
been signed by producer for a spect in film version of ‘Watch On Rhine,’ 
which he is directing and producing for Warners. Boy is 18-year-old 
Donald Buka, who had a bit this season in ‘Corn Is Green,’ another Shum- 
lin show, and understudied Richard Waring in the male lead. Buka hails 
from Pittsburgh, where he was brought to the attention of the Lunts three 
years ago by mutual friends. Lynn Fontanne listened to him read back- 
stage at Nixon theatre after a performance and immediately invited him 
to join company. 





New sharing terms have been agreed upon between the Shuberts and 
Cheryl Crawford in connection with ‘Porgy and Bess,’ which she revived 
at the Majestic, N. Y., with John Wildberg. Contract originally called for 
a 70-30% split if the gross topped $17,000, and 65-35% under the level. 

‘Porgy’ takings have consistently bettered that figure, but the new ar- 
rangement calls for the show getting the larger percentage regardless of 
the gross. Show management, however, is guaranteeing the house share 
shall not be less than $5,000 weekly. 





Eddie Duryea Dowling is said to have 2% of ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., he having staged the revue. Similar deal went for ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ which he similarly directed. When that show was produced it 
seems that Dowling wanted $250 weekly for the staging. Shuberts prof- 
fered the percentage deal, not confident the show would last more than 
four or five weeks. Shuberts, Olsen and Johnson and Harry Kaufman are 
the principal owners of both revues. 





Stage Relief Fund has moved its offices from the Hudson theatre to 140 
West 44th street, which is directly opposite. Spot is that formerly used by 
the Assn. of Theatrical Agents & Managers and is rent free through the 
courtesy of Pat Finn, who conducts the bar and grill on the street floor. 

Fund’s office in the Hudson was also gratis and same applied when it 
was in the former Fitzgerald building, razed. 


—, 





Neagle and then danced with David 

Tihmar of the Ballet Russe. Hoffe’s 

one-acter is a stage-dramatization of 

his famed BBC playlet, ‘The Immor- 

iy Se, Bis beans somneriant on 7 
e ‘Night Life of the s’ theme. aughter,’ com- 

Idea is that, in the midst of the|egy by Tina Kane, Cape theatre, 

London blitz, the statues of historical C M N. J (23. 27) 

celebrities gather to protest their be- |“8P¢ “ay, N. 7. \ev-et). 

ing sandbagged, or removed from ‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude), El 

the city for safekeeping. Lincoln, | Capitan, Los Angeles (24-4). 

for instance, has been moved to Dev- ‘Fun for All’ (vaude), Scarsdale 

(N. Y.) theatre (30-4), 


(Continued on page 53) 
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June Has Record No. of Legit Preems; 
18 Shows Belie Worst Season Onus 








N. Y. legit list again has 18 shows, 
eight of which are musicals, inclu- 
sive of two vaude-revues. With the 
close approach of July 4 that is a 
strong showing, especially in the 
face of much publicized claims that 
1941-42 was an abnormally bad sea- 
son, as to the quality of its plays. 
Last year the corresponding week 
of June had a list of 13 shows, three 


being musicals. One show of that 
type laid off, it being ‘Lady in The 
Dark,’ which relighted in Sept. and 
spanned the season. 

While summer production on 
Broadway has not been as active as 
optimistically predicted by some 
showmen, June has seen more new 
ventures presented than ever be- 
fore. Half a dozen shows, including 
one vaudeville revue, were or are 
on the month’s first-night list, and 
there is the further encouragement 
that some presentations are from 
new showmen, 

Usually June finds the going at 
dead center, but new shows are 
steadily, if slowly, being readied and 
it is likely that July will see produc- 
ing stepped up. If such is the case, 
the new season will probably get 
under way during August, whereas 
previously the managerial tendency 
was to hold back their openings 
until autumn was fairly well ad- 
vanced. Uncertainties of theatre at- 
tendance, caused by transportation 
and motor car curtailments, appears 
not to be worrying the managers to 
any great extent as yet. 


This week there are four additions 
to Broadway’s list: ‘Star and Garter,’ 
which was postponed from last 
week, Music Box (24); ‘Broken 
Journey,’ Miller (23); “The Chocolate 
Soldier,’ revived at Carnegie Hall 
(23); and ‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ the 
vaude outfit headed and presented 
by Ed Wynn, Alvin (22). One June 
opening, ‘The Cat Screams,’ was a 
fast flop, having been taken off at 
the Beck Saturday (20) after seven 
performances. However, it would 
have had no better chance if put on 
during the regular season. 


‘Japiter’ Ist Summer Click 


‘By Jupiter,’ at the Shubert, is the 
first of the summer shows to click. 
Third new major musical will be 
‘Stars on Ice,’ Center, Radio City, 
which is due next week (July 2). 
Coming month will not have as 
many openings as June, but at least 
one other show is skedded, ‘Death, 
Mr. President,’ new Lincoln drama, 
which will be put on experimentally 
for hardly more than three perform- 
ances. Play is regarded as material 
for next season. 


Some surprise was occasioned by 
the announcement that ‘Let’s Face 
It’ will suspend during August at the 
Imperial. Musical has been a con- 
sistently big grosser since opening, 
lately edging up ‘Sons ©’ Fun’ 
(Winter Garden) for list leadership. 
Vacation layoff for the company had 
been reported before, but denied by 
the management. Suspension was 
announced by producer Vinton 
Freedley from the Coast, given rea- 
Son being that ‘star’ wanted to rest 
and that his contract stipulated his 
privilege of laying off. Danny Kaye, 
the musical’s star, denied, however, 
that there is any such provision in 
his contract. Kaye has a film deal 
with Sam Goldwyn, effective after 
the run of the musical in N. Y. and 
on the road. 


Layoff Promised? 


Matter of ‘Let’s Face It’ suspen- 
sion first arose some six or eight 
weeks ago, Kaye explains, when 
Freediey called the cast together, 
asked them to sign contracts for the 
next season (1942-43) and added 
that, on his experience several sea- 
sons ago with ‘Leave It to Me,’ he 
would close the show ‘during the dog 
days of August.’ Like the others of 
the cast, Kaye signed a new contract 
and agreed to go on the road next 
winter or spring. And with Freed- 
ley’s statement of an intended layoff 
in mind, Kaye signed a contract with 
Samuel Goldwyn to go to the Coast 
for makeup tests and other prelim- 
inaries for his first picture. 


First thing he knew about the 
show laying off on his account was 
the statement in the dailies. Matter 
Created feeling among cast members, 
who would lose several weeks’ sal- 
ary, and caused Kaye embarrass- 
men and annoyance. Freedley has 
been on the Coast the last few weeks 
and is understood due east Saturday 
(27). Kaye has not heard from him 
since the incident arose, 


vr 


GERSHWIN’S ‘FLAME’ OK 
IN 4TH ST. L. SHOWING 


St. Louis, June 23. 

George Gershwin’s ‘Song of the 
Flame,’ presented three times pre- 
viously, the last during the 1939 
season of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., opened a one-week stand in 
the Alfresco theatre in Forest Park 
last night (Monday). Clearing 
skies and comfortable temperature 
brought out an opening night mob 
that grossed an estimated $3,500. 
New faces that scored are Marthe 
Errolle, singer; Teddy Hart, co- 
median; Lorraine Bridges, singer, 
and Miriam LaVelle, acro dancer 
and former localite. Bob Lawrence, 
click in ‘Glamorous Night,’ cpening 
piece of the current season, won 
the audience in the role of Kon- 
stantin. Joseph Vitale, who played 
the comedy role of Nicholas in the 
1939 production, is repeating in the 
same stint. Wilbur Evans, baritone; 
Patricia Bowman, ballerina, and 
Tommy Wonder, dancer, also score. 

Unfavorable weather, which wash- 
ed out the first of the seven per- 
formances of ‘Sally’ last week, didn't 
damper the ardor of the customers, 
however, and the piece wound up 
one-week engagement Sunday (21) 
with estimated $35,000, good. 


Coburn's Theatre 
Schooling Plan 
Gains Momentum 


Charles D. Coburn’s plan of de- 
veloping theatre talent in American 
colleges, which he originally out- 
lined last year, has moved another 
step towards eonsummation. It has 
the nod of Equity, where it is felt 
that universities would not ‘only 
open up a new avenue for profes- 
sional engagements, but would be a 
training field for future actors, fill- 
ing the void left by the shrinkage of 
stock companies, vaudeville and 
other talent sources. 

Coburn has visited many institu- 
tions of higher learning where he 
impregnated the idea and reports 
that one Texas college may appro- 
priate $150,000 to establish a drama 
department along the lines he. sug- 
gests. That spot has expended as 
much money for amateur perform- 
ances without any material tenefit 
to its students. 

Understood that Coburn. spent 
more than $5,000 of his own money 
in trying to interest colleges in his 
plan, which calls for professional 
actors and others of the stage being 
added to college faculties. So far 
as the players are concerned it 
would mean engagements for sev- 
eral years, with compensation at 
least equalling the Equity minimum 








\of $50 weekly. 


Rollins College, Winter Park, Fla., 
proposes to expand its drama course, 
with students devoting their time to 
that work for at least one year. 
There would be a nucleus of pros 
engaged to instruct and appear in 
performances with the students. 





Treasurers’ Council 


a’ 


At the annual meeting of the 
Treasurers & Ticket Sellers union 
in N.Y. last week, the principal ac- 
tivity was naming of the executive 
council, Six members who polled 
the highest votes were Robert How- 
ard, John Farrell, Irving Engel, 
Rivington Bisland, Murray Long and 
Willie Harris, first three named be- 
ing reelected. This is a bye year for 
officers and trustees, who are elected 
for two-year terms. 

Walter O’Connor is president. He 
resigned several months ago, but was 
returned to the post by acclamation. 
Boxoffice men ordered the trustees 





The Rent Angle 





Union mixup at the Broadway 
N. Y¥., over Irving Berlin's ‘This 
Is The Army’ was predicated on 
the fact that the attraction must 
pay rent, although it is a charity _ 
show for the Army Emergency 
Relief Fund. Berlin suggested 
to Lee Shubert that the house 
be rent free, with Shubert say- 
ing he only operates the house 
for bank interests, which insist 
on a nominal $1,250 weekly, or 
$5,000 for four weeks of the 
Army show date. 

Berlin is said to have then 
offered to assume half the rent 
if Shubert took care of the other 
50%, with the manager said to 
have replied that he ‘didn’t want 
to set a precedent.’ 


Partial Settlement — 
Reached on Payoff 
To Kickers’ Cast 


Mixup over the payoff to _the 
‘High Kickers’ company for the 
final week in Chicago has been par- 
tially settled. Those principals not 
included in the disbursement of 
funds forwarded by Equity to bring 
the company back to N. Y., will be 
paid their salaries, while claims on 
disputed 1.0.U.’s will be arbitrated. 

Equity, in arriving at a settlement 
on the bank letter of guarantee put 
up by bandsman Val Ernie, had to 
deal with four sets of lawyers, who 
are blamed for delaying collection 
from the bank. : 

Figures given out in the ‘Kickers’ 
case were exaggerated. Equity sent 
around $3,500 to Chicago, not $5,000 
as stated, and approximately $2,000 
of Equity coin came from Chorus 
Equity. Continental Bank and 
Trust gave Equity $6,487 out of the 
$12,000 deposited by Ernie, leaving 
$2,987 for those players who had not 
been paid. They were principals 
who got more than $100 weekly. 
Equity, of course, gets its money 
back. 

Claims of seven principals on 
1.0.U.’s amount to $4,215. Manage- 
ment contends the money repre- 
sents loans to George Jessel to keep 
the show playing. Actors, however, 
filed the claims with Equity. There 
is some question whether Equity 
was right in accepting I1.0.U.’s, for 
if that paper represents salary slices 
the actors evaded the cuts rules. 

Understood there was an arrange- 
ment between Jessel and Ernie 
whereby they would share the guar- 
antee responsibilities 50-50, with the 
former said to have signed notes 
for his share. That also figured in 
delaying the settlement, 


Rabinovitsch Sued 


Los Angeles, June 23. 

Eugene Frenke, film producer, 
filed a complaint in Superior Court 
asking declaratory relief against 
Gregor Rabinovitsch, with whom he 
had signed a 50-50 contract for the 
American production based on a 
Russian-made picture, ‘Girl From 
Leningrad.’ 

Frenke charges that Rabinovitsch 
agreed to furnish $50,000 for produc- 
tion purposes, but failed to deliver. 














Berlin's ‘Army’ Clears Up Union Tangle 
By Paymg Key Men Back and Front 





SPRINGFIELD PLAYGOERS 
HAVE NEW BIZ SETUP 


Springfield, Mass., June 23. 

Playgoers of Springfield this week 
got themselves a new setup, a new 
executive director and e ‘Plays 
Wanted’ sign. Milton Hale, radio 
station WMAS salesman and theatre 
commentator, was named to succeed 
Harold J. Kennedy, resigned. Dwight 
O. Gilmore, nephew and namesake 
of the man who ‘made Court Square 
theatre, will be the liaison man with 
E. M. Loew chain, now using the 
house for vaudfilms. 

Gilmore will clear legit possibi- 
ties and Hale will make recommenda- 
tions to directors. Hale, conductor 
of ‘Hollywood Highlights’ program 
and ‘Passing Show’ on WMAS, had 
Hollywood experience with MGM 
and RKO. 

Difficulty of getting shows into city 
on short notice is believed obviated 
by more favorable agreement, Hale 
reports, house being available for 
even a three-day run if the show 
warrants it. Since city is railroad 
cross roads, gas and tire rationing is 
not expected to keep traveling com- 
panies away. 


Revue Writers 
Form Guild to 


Fight Plagiarism 


With everybody else banding to- 
gether into unions, guilds, etc., the 
socially significant sketch and song 
writers have done likewise under 
the title of Revue Writers Guild, 
with headquarters in N. Y. 

Their move is one of self-protec- 
tion against plagiarism of their so- 
cially significant messages. They'll 
now police their works to see to it 
that payment is made for perform- 
ances of same by amateur groups 
and trade unions, evidently the most 
prolific users of socially significant 
material. 

Sid Shapiro is executive director 
of the Revue Writers Guild. 


June March, Stripper, 
Also Goes Into Legit 


Minneapolis, June 23. 

June March, of burlesque and 
niteries, is the latest stripper to ‘in- 
vade’ the legitimate spoken drama. 
She comes here after a lengthy en- 
gagement at the 606 Club, Chicago, 
to make her debut on the speaking 
stage as Tondelayo in “White Cargo’ 
with the Old Log theatre, a straw- 
hatter. 

Miss March has made numerous 
appearances here ip Hirsch-Katz 




















burlesque at the old Gayety and 
Alvin, 





Legit Producers May Rush ‘42-43 
Plans to Circumvent Cost Ceiling 





Whether Washington will set a 
ceiling on the eost of legit produc- 
tions, has not been decided, but 
hinging on that possibility Broadway 


showmen are expected to attempt 
early production commitments for 
1942-43 on the theory that cost limi- 
tations, if made, would not be retro- 
active. Idea that curtailment of pro- 
duction costs may apply to shows is 
based on a ruling last month that 
Hollywood is supposed to spend no 
more than a total of $5,000 for new 
settings on each picture. It was ex- 
plained, however, that the major 
item of labor is not included. 

Wages are not the principal item 
in legit production, the cost of ma- 
terials being paramount, which re- 
verses the Coast. Managers have 
been gathering data on required 
goods for some time, with the prior- 
ities deadline about due. 

Indications are that elaborate pro- 





ductions are out, although fabulous 


declined anyhow during the past 10 
years. Showmen, however, face a 
problem nevertheless in the event 
expenditures are limited even for 
straight plays. Some are already fig- 
uring the possibilities of making 
presentations with modified bare 
stages, using drapes instead of set- 
tings. More than one forthcoming 
play is being held up pending clari- 
fication. 

Those few showmen who have set- 
tings, props, costumes and electrical 
equipment stored are in a fortunate 
position, because of priorities, while 
theatrical warehouses would be es- 
pecially valuable if ruling limiting 
new production costs does come 
through. Formerly producers main- 
tained large storage buildings, but 
more recently that custom went out 
of vogue because regarded as need- 
less expense, as few of the materials 
were ever used again. Not a few 
shows, when closed, carted settings 
|to the dumps for destruction by the 





to subscribe to $2,500 in war bands.|expenditures on productions have ' torch. 


Union situation concerning Irving 
Berlin’s “This Is The Army,’ open- 
ing July 4 at the Broadway, N. Y, 
has been straightened out following 
a letter from Major General Irving 
Phillipson, who requested the vari- 
ous stage organizations to cooperate 
to the greatest extent they could 
within reason. There will be some 
people under salary, but such costs 
are considerably less than required 
for regularly presented productions, 
There will be at least three heads 
of departments backstage who will 
stand by, actual stagehands duties 
being assumed by soldiers. Heads 
will get aproximately $95 weekly, as 
the ‘Army’ show will play seven 
days weekly and there will be no 
Monday layoff. Regular six-day pay 
for heads is $86.50. Three men in the 
boxoffice, Abe Baranoff, Harry 
Steinberg and Dan Melnick, will re- 
ceive pay, other ticket sellers being 
in the service. Treasurer’s salary is 
$85 per week, assistants getting $60. 
Stage Hands Attitude 
Attitude of the stage hands is said 
to have ired those in charge of 
‘Army. Union claims a_ curtain 
man, flyman and spotlight opera- 
tor are also key men but whether 
they will be put on is yet to be de- 


cided. 

Regular house manager, Mike 
Cavanaugh, will be paid, too, as he 
represents property interests. Dur- 
ing the various conferences some 
unions took the stand that, if there 
were any costs, such as house rent, 
their people should at least partially 
participate. Company manager, Carl 
Fisher, will handle the show at the 
regular army pay, plus $16.50 weekiy 
maintenance pay, which is alloted to 
all privates in the show. Nat Dorf- 
man, who also belongs to the Asso- 
ciation of Theatrical Agents & Man- 
agers, is publicizing ‘Army’ without 
compensation along with a volunteer 
staff. Explained there are no lead- 
ing press agents in service as yet. 
A. L. Berman is likewise acting 
without renumeration, he being gen- 
eral manager. He will handle the re- 
ceipts and turn the net over to the 
Army Emergency Fund. 

All other stage unions whose mem- 
bers directly or indirectly figure in 
the ‘Army’ production neither asked 
or are accepting pay. Included is 
the Theatrical Costume Workers 
Unicn. Also complimentary is the 
trucking. 

Original plan to staff the show and 
theatre entirely from men in the 
service was revised, key civilians 
being used at union scale. Fact that 
the show is incorporated drew the 
attention of the unions. 

Copyrights to the ‘Army’ songs 
are in the name of ‘This is The 
Army, Inc., Music Publishing Divi- 
sion,’ with all profits to the Army 
Emergency Relief as long as there 
is such a fund. 


PA. STRAWHAT GETS 
RESPITE FROM GAS CLIP 





Pittsburgh, June 23. 
Western Pennsylvania’s single 
strawhat theatre, the Mountain 


Playhouse at Jennerstown, Pa, 
about 60 miles from here, got @ 
break when 26 counties in this end 
of the state were removed from gas 
rationing era and opened at last 
minute after originally figuring on 
staying closed for summer. Come 
| pany’s producer is James Staughto 
its director Harold E. Currier an 
its manager Louise Stoughton Maust, 

Season was launched Saturday 
night (20) with ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ and will continue through 
Labor Day. Mountain Playhouse 
employs Equity players. 


‘Hellz’ to Tour Again 


‘Helizapoppin’ will be sent on tour 
again in the fall according to present 
plans. Some repeat dates are likely, 
but it is claimed there is enough 
virgin territory in sight for a sub- 
stantial tour. For many weeks last 
season the road company, headed by 
Eddie Garr and Billy House, topped 
the takings of the original ‘Hellz’ at 
the Winter Garden, N.Y. 

Not definite whether Jay C. Flip- 
pen and Happy Felton, who suc- 
ceeded Olsen and Johnson in ‘Hellz’ 
when the latter withdrew to ready 
‘Sons o’ Fun, or the Garr-House 
|combo, will head the road show. 
Charles Withers has been set for the 
i tour. 
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Summer Heat No Help to Legit Biz; 


Near B’way Leaders 





‘Jupiter’, $25,000, 


Dog days last week did not help 
Broadway, but, while there were 
some further declines, business for 
others was slightly up or equal to 
the previous week. ‘The Cat 
Screams,’ a last week debut, disap- 
peared Saturday (20). 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (28th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Imported meller, one 
of season’s surprises holding to fairly 
good money in small theatre; rated 
well over $9,000. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(74th week) (CD-838; $3.30). One 
of the shows which picked vp last 
week, when the boxoffice count ap- 
proximated $11,500; cast changes af- 
ter this week not expected to ma- 
terially affect pace. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(38th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Esti- 
mated around $14,000 last week; 
hardly good enough for musical with 
high scale, but should pick up after 
July 4. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (33d week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Got around $11,500, 
which was slightly better than pre- 
vious week; ought to be satisfactory 
for imported one-setter at this 
period of engagement. 

‘Broken Journey,’ Miller (CD-940; 
¢3.30). Presented by Martin Burton; 
written by Andrew Rosenthal; 
opened Tuesday; one of growing 
number of shows that start on that 
day, play Sunday and eliminate 
Mondays. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (3d week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). First summer show 
to click; business again held up very 
well, with takings around $25,000; 
that figure nearly as strong as musi- 
cal leaders. 

‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(17th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Re- 

orted on week-to-week basis, which 
ndicates summer holdover no like- 
ly; maybe $7,000. 


‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (33d week) | 


(CD-1,004; $3.30). Straight play 
leader moved ug a notch last week 
and approached 113,500; should hold 
that pace or better it- through 
heated period. 

‘Life With. Father,’ Empire (136th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Run leader 
has been off with field for some 
weeks, but still turning a weekly 
operating profit; up last week over 
$11,500 quoted. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (34th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Slipped to 
around $26,000 for first time, but 
said to make very good profit at 
that figure; slatec to lay off during 
August and reiight in early fall. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (78th 
week) (CD 891; $3.30). Among one- 
setters which have moderate oper- 
ating costs; although eased off to 
$7,500, it is expected to stick into 
new season. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (29th 
week) (CD-1,51£; $4.40). Held its 
own up to Saturday, vhen humid 
weather affected boxoffices; claimed 
$27,000 and is practically even with 
‘Let’s Face It.’ 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (R- 
1,012; $4.40). Presented b* Michael 
Todd; premiere set back six days 
end now due to open this evening 
(24); delayed to strengthen comedy 
department. 

‘The Gat Screams,’ Beck. Panned 
and yanked Saturday after playing 
six performances; opened Tuesdav 
last week, but no Saturday matinee 
given. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (4th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Best of the 
sparse late spring crop, which con- 
tinues to moderately good business: 
last _week’s gross rated well over 
$11,000. 


Revivals 
Gilbert & Sullivan, Carnegie Hall 
(M-2,760; $2.20). ‘The Chocolate 


Soldier’ first of a planned series of 
musicals offered by Joseph S. Tush- 
insky and Hans Bartsch: opened 
Tuesday. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (22d 
week) (M-1,174; $2.75) One of sea- 
s0n’s good things and drawing quite 
profitably right along; rated around 
$17,000 last week. 


Added 
‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
agement) (4th week) (C-1,520: 
1.65). At least one more week for 


repeater, which is drawing very well 








Elitch Opens Big 


Denver, June 23. 
Oldest summer theatre in world, 
Elitch Gardens, opened 5lst year 
Sunday night (21) with sellout and 
repeated’ Monday. Season reserva- 
tions indicate big run, although it 
will have to go some to beat last 
year, which set several records, 
‘Separate Rooms’ is the opener, 
with Roy Roberts and Ruth Matte- 
son in leads. George Somnes is di- 
recting for his eighth successive 
year. 





v 


at pop prices; rated over $9,000 
again. 
Vaude-Revues 


‘Priorities of 1942,’ th St. (13th 
week ) (1,347; $2.20). Comedy 
strength the feature of this bill, 


ummer though not 


which may span 
‘zlier; $18,000 


as strong a draw as 
estimated. 

‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ Alvin (1,- 
357: $2.20). Ed Wynn presents him- 
self in latest of vaude shows in legit 
spots inspired by succ ef ‘Priori- 
ties’; has no girl ‘ine, being straight 
variety lineup. 


COAST 2-A-DAY 
OKAY $16,000 


Los Angeles, June 23 

Lift in grosses for ‘Life With 
Father, when management an- 
nounced final week and expected to 
wind up June 20, forced continu- 
ance to at least July 4. Show, at 
the Hollywood Music Box, tabbed 
estimated $12,000 in its 11th week. 
Departure of Dorothy Gish for N. Y. 
last week brought in Viola Frayne 
for lead opposite Louis Calhern, with 
no adverse affect on the boxoffice. 

Big-time vaude at the Biltmore, 
under sponsorship and backing of 
writer Fred Finklehoffe, clipped off 
$15,000 in first sesh, and. is picking 
up to around $16,000 for 16 perform- 
ances in second week ending to- 
night (Tuesday). 

Matt Allen and Sid Grauman 
launch their refurbished new El 
Capitan (formerly Hollywood Play- 
house) tomorrow (24) with a twice- 
daily vaude show headed by Ken 
Murray and Billy Gilbert. 








‘Headliners’ Veude Try 
N.G. in Chi, Closes Sat.; 
‘Ladies’ Solid $17,000 


Chicago, June 23. 

‘Headliners of ’42,’ vauder, perked 
up a bit last week, but a surprise 
announcement early this week stated 
the show would close Saturday (27). 
Matinees were eliminated excepting 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday, 
as well as Saturday midnight show. 
Salary cuts trimmed the budget 
about $3,000 but failed to bring show 
out of operating red. 

Estimates for Last week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(10th week) (1,200; $2.75). Clicking 
off capacity biz week after week: 
last session dragging in another 


Grand (2d 





| $17,000. 


‘Headliners of 42, 
week) (1,200; $2.20), In first full 
week showed some _ encouraging 
action at the boxoffice, getting $13,- 
000. However, decided to shutter 
next Saturday after two and one half 
weeks, 

‘My Sister Eileen,” MHarris (5th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Doing nicely, 
last week stacking up $9,000. 


HUB B.O. STILL GOOD; 


EILEEN’ 3D $10,000 


Boston, June 23. 

Summer season here continues 
encouragingly, with two shows turn- 
ing in satisfactory tallies last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Colonial (3rd 
week) (1,650; $1.65). Took slightly 
over $10,000 for third stanza: ex- 
pected to run about three weeks 
more. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Majestic (2d week) (1,600; $1.65). 
Pepped up nicely to $8,500 for sec- 
ond, final frame. Closed Saturday 
(20). 


Horton Winds Up Det. 
Run With OK $8,300 


Detroit, June 23. 


Sixth and final week of Edward 
Everett Horton’s ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ saw a resurgence of vitality, 
with estimated $8,300 tucked on to 
the steady good grosses. Playing at 
a $1.50 top, the comedy rounded out 
at close to $50,000 in its stay at the 
Shubert-Lafayette, prolonging the 
— here with the pop-priced the- 
atre. 


Billie Burke in ‘The Vinegar Tree’ 
comes in Thursday (25) and the 
Cass lights up again July 6 for the 
premiere of the Shuberts’ ‘Cock- 
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THE CAT SCREAMS 


Melodrama in three acts (five scenes) by 
Basil Beyea, based on novel of same title 
by Todd Downing. Staged by Arthur Pirr- 
son, setting by John Root, costumes by 
Mary Grant. Presented by Martha Hodge, 
at Martin Beck theatre, N. Y., June 16, 
"42, at $3.30 top ($4.40 opening). 


| CORBUCNO, occ. ccdesvceBoccere Cecilia Callejo 
Prof, ParkhWam..cecccccessces Herbert Yost 
Gwen Reld....ccsccccece: cece: Doris Nolan 
Miss Giddomn.......ceeeee: Mildred Dunnock 
Steven Tybalt....cccceesserres Lloyd Gough 
Madame.....ssccccce eoececces Lea Penman 
Carl Parkham.....seccecsss:- Gordon Oliver 
Micaela@...cccccccccscceteses Osceola Archer 
Oliver Reld...scccccesceses Harry Sheppard 
Dr. Oterd...ccccccccsecs ...-Martin Wolfson 
Soldier... .cccccccccccceses George Spaulding 
Soldier......sscceseceese- Michael St. Angel 





Although ‘The Cat Screams’ is an 
unmistakable failure, it is not en- 
tirely without merit. Despite the 
glaring weaknesses that kill its box- 
office chances and make it a neg- 
ligible picture prospect, it has prom- 
ising significance for the future. 

A first production .effort of Martha 
Hodge, actress daughter of the late 
William Hodge, the show is a cred- 
itable start in spite of its indicated 
quick fold. The script’s obvious 
weaknesses should have keen spotted 
in advance, or cut and doctored dur- 
ing rehearsal. Yet it’s easy to see 
how the grisly whodunit about an 
epidemic of suicides and murders in 
a Mexican town could have fooled 
the young presenter and her backers. 


Author Basil Beyea and his un- 
billed collaborator, John Patrick, re- 
veal a knack of weaving innocuous 
details into a taut pattern of impend- 
ing evil.. But they apparently don’t 
know how to finish their story. In- 
stead of keeping it on a direct, pro- 
pulsive line, they waver into a maze 
of over-involved characterizations 
and unmotivated, unexplained plot 
wrinkles, 


The cast is almost unanimously 
capable. Strong performances are 
given by Doris Nolan, Mildred Dun- 
nock, Lloyd Gough, Harry Sheppard 
and Martin Wolfson when their 
parts permit, while Cecilia Callejo, 
Herbert Yost, Leo Penman and Gor- 
don Oliver are at least attractive in 
lesser roles. Arthur Pierson’s stag- 
ing is workmanlike, particularly in 
creating the sinister atmosphere of 
the early scenes. John Root’s single 
setting of a Mexican interior is nota- 
bly effective. 

Despite Miss Hodge’s faulty script 
judgment in this case, she is a likely 
producer prospect for the future. 
Bad guesses on scripts are common 
to the most successful managers. But 
Miss Hodge reveals she knows how 
to cast a play shrewdly, give it a 
handsome physical production and 
handle the premiere performance 
skillfully. * Hobe. 

iTaken off Saturday (20) after five 
performances; printed for’ the 
record.) 


‘FATHER,’ $15,000, TILTS 
ON S.F. CLOSING NOTICE 


San Francisco, June 23. 

With the play’s closing date an- 
nounced for Saturday (27), ending a 
12-week run, receipts of the remark- 
able ‘Life With Father’ (second com- 
pany) began climbing again. 

Second week of ‘Music in the Air’ 
ended the Civic Light Opera series 
on a prosperous note. 

Estimates for Last week 

‘Life With Father,’ Geary .1,500; 
$2.75) (1ltk week). Back at the 
$15,000 level last week, with indica- 
tions the 12th and closing week will 
go beyond that. 

‘Music in the Air,’ Curran (1,774: 
$3.30) (2d week). Substantial $21,000 
for extended engagement. 


Hayloft Has Hitching 
Post for Bikes, Skate: 


Fitchburg, Mass., June 23. 














When the Palmerton Players 
opened strawhat season at Lake 
Whalom here yesterday (Monday), 
patrons found hitching posts 


for buggies, spikes for roller skates 
and a rack for scooters installed by 
Guy Palmerton with an idea to at- 
tracting customers despite gasoline 
curtailment. Hayrides from nearby 
communities also are contemplated. 

Strawhatter opened season with 
‘Here Today.’ Special performance 
was given Sunday night for 1,000 sol- 
diers from nearby Fort Devens, spon- 
sored by Fitchburg U.S.O. 

Newcomers to cast are Ann Mason 
Glen Langan, James Sherman, Lor- 
raine MacMartin and Mary Elliott. 
Members of last year’s cast who are 
back are Frank Lyon, Alfred Aller- 
dice, Harry Lowell and Raymond 
Greenleaf. 

Michael Whalen, film actor, will 
guest star next week in ‘The Phila- 
delphia Story.’ Gloria Swanson is 
expected to appear later in season in 
‘Reflected Glory,’ while Elissa Landi 
is tentatively skedded for ‘Theatre.’ 





Literati 





Fete Davis, Price, Mellett 

Clambake for three Hoosierites 
important in the war information 
picture is skedded for Thursday 
(25) by fellow-Indianans of the 
Fourth Estate. With Elmer Davis, 
former CBS celeb and now director 
of the new War Information Board, 
as No. 1 guest, Byron Price, chief 
of the U. S. Office of Censorship, 
and Lowell Mellett, head of the 
Office of Government reports will 
be honored. Price is former chief 
of the Washington Bureau of the 
AP, while Mellett is former Scripps- 
Howard Alliance boss. Many in 
official Washington are expected for 
the D. C. function. 


Committee in charge of the dinner. 
which will be held at the Willard 
Hotel, comprises Mark Thistle- 
thwaite, of the Indianapolis News, 
chairman; Representative Louis Lud- 
low, of Indiana; Lambert S. Clair, 
formerly of the AP; Robert D. Heinl, 
Heinl Radio News Service; Paul 
Wooton, New Orleans Times-Pica- 
yune; Everett G. Watkins, Indian- 
apolis Star, and Dan Kidney, In- 
dianapolis Times. Other radio and 
newsmen from Indiana, or from pa- 
pers or broadcast stations in the 
state, have been invited. 





Headliner Awards 


Nineteen silver plaques will be 
given out by the National Headlin- 
ers’ Club at the Ciaridge hotel here 
June 27 for outstanding achievements 
during past 12 months in newspaper, 
wire service, radio and newsreel 
fields. Two hundred persons from 
the four fields will attend the annual 
Headliners’ Frolic, which will begin 
June 26 and last three days. Shindig 
has been conducted the past eight 
years by the Press Club of Atlantic 
City. 

Associated Press will get prize for 
best war background maps available 
in this country. 

Cecil Brown, CBS, is being hon- 
ored for his report on the sinking of 
the Repulse and Prince of Wales; 
Bert Silen, Don Bell and Ted Wal- 
lace, of NBC, for their eyewitness ac- 
count of Japs bombing Manila, and 
Royal Arch Gunnison, of MBS, for 
his series of Philippine war reports. 


Robert Martin, of Paramount News, 
cited for his shots of capture of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon by Free French. 

PM and reporter Edmund Scott 
get award for expose of sabotage op- 
portunities on the Normandie. Met- 
ro’s News of the Day is declared to 
have produced best domestic news- 
reel, picturing FBI blitz on Nazi 
spies. Other awards: 

Clifford Prevost, Akron Beacon 
Journal, for scoop on Atlantic Char- 
ter meeting; Frank Hewlett, of UP, 
for Philippine coverage; Pierre Huss, 
of INS, for middle European reports; 
Harold Denny, of N. Y. Times, Libya 
and Italy; Wallace Carroll, of UP, 
Russia; Life mag, Richard Wilcox 
and Robert Landry for first exclusive 
picture story on U. S. Navy at War; 
Quentin Reynolds, of Collier’s, for 
‘consistently outstanding magazine 
reporting’; Morley Cassidy, of Phila- 
delphia Bulletin, consistent excel- 
lence of feature stories’; Al Willard, 
of N. Y. Daily News, for best still 
picture, ‘The Cheerful Chinese’; 
Warren Glaser, of New York Mirror, 
for expose of Birth Certificate rack- 
et; Jerry Doyle, of Philadelphia Rec- 
ord, ‘consistent excellence of car- 
toons.’ 





PM’s 2nd Birthday 


Newspaper PM made an occasion 
of its .second anniversary issue 
Thursday (18). New York tabloid 
daily ringed dateline and issue num- 
ber on Page 1 and ran an exultant 
box stating: ‘They said we wouldn’t 
last six months, Today we begin 
our third year. Thanks.’ 

Pages 2-3-4 were devoted to let- 
ters of congratulations, with those 
from President Roosevelt, Vice- 


President Wallace and Governor 
Lehman reproduced in two and 
three-column boxes. Other letters 


were from such names as Jack 
Benny, Eddie Cantor, Elmer Davis, 
Melvyn Douglas, Mrs. Roosevelt, 
Robert E, Sherwood, Thomas Mann, 
Wendell Willkie. 


More congratulatory messages 
were printed on Pages 2-3-4 of the 
Friday (19) issue. Feature of the 
second day’s spread was a letter 
from Ralph Ingersoll, PM editor, 
to the pubiishers of the other New 
York dailies, asking them for com- 
ment on the PM birthday. As PM 
noted, only Arthur Hays Sulzberger, 
Times publisher, replied. His re- 
strained, faintly chiding letter in- 
cluded the statement, ‘Birthday cele- 








brations are happy occasions...on 
which we look for the best in the 


celebrant, and seek through affirma- 
tive advice to encourage him... | 
have found in what is now a good 
many years of experience that peo. 
ple react to such encouragement far 
better than to criticism; and so | 
gladly join...and extend...my best 
wishes.’ Message concluded by re. 
marking that the Times will soon 
be 91 years old and quoted the 
Polonius bromide to his son, ‘Give 
every man thine ear,’ etc. 


Other letters printed Friday, Sun- 
day and Monday (19-22) included 
ones from George Hamilton Combs, 
Fxe Curie, Maj. George Fielding 
Eliot, Raymond Gram Swing, Al- 
bert Warner, Lisa Sergio, Lowell 
Thomas and Johannes Steel. 

On Friday, Marshall Field, pub- 
lisher of PM, hosted the entire staft 
at a dinner held in the Hotel St. 
George, Brooklyn, as part of the 
celebration. 





Pitt Newsman Bombed Rumania 


Second Lieut. Charles T. Davis, 
navigator of one of the army bomb- 
ers that landed in neutral Turkey 
after the destructive raids on Ru- 
manian oil fields last week, was a 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reporter for 
several years until last August when 
he joined the Army Air Corps. Be- 
cause of his newspaper experience, 
Davis was ‘informal press relations 
officer’ of the bomber crews, who 
will be interned now in Turkey for 
the duration of the war. 

Davis’ father is associate editor of 
the Arkansas Gazette and poet lau- 
reate of the state. 





Good Book on Copyright Law 


A very good book, ‘The Copyright 
Law’ (Bureau of National Affairs, 
Inc., Washington, D. C.; $5), has just 
been brought out, authored by Her- 
bert A. Howell, lawyer and until re- 
cently Asst. Register of Copyrights. 
It’s the answer to everyday use by 
authors, songsmiths, etc., bringing up 
to date, in authoritative yet simple 
language, the most common ques- 
tions on copyright. 

Its table of contents alone makes 
any everyday question easy to find, 
and a carefully prepared index in- 
sures it. It covers everything from 
books to songs, maps to plays, lec- 
tures to paintings. Explains why 
titles can’t be copyrighted; goes into 





the recently bothersome song re- 
newals, etc. 
New Jewish Monthly 
Jewish Mirror, new national 


monthly English-language mag, hits 
the newstands June 29. M. J. Nu- 
renberger is editor and Philip 
Herstein publisher. 

August issue has contributions by 
Lion Feuchtwanger, Ludwig Lewi- 
sohn, Henri de Nerillis, I. J. Singer 
and others. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Leigh Hadley Irvine, 78, died June 
17 in San Francisco where he had 
once been assistant manager of the 
Examiner and an editorial writer on 
the Call, His body was found in a 
little hotel across the street from 
the Examiner office. 

John M. Imrie, 58, Canadian edi- 
tor, died June 19, in Edmondton, 
Alberta. He was first ever to be 
awarded the Pulitzer prize outside 
the U. S. It was given him in 1938 
as recognition of a successful cru- 
sade against the Alberta Press Act 
of 1937, which would have forced 
newspapers to print government 
policy statements or be subject to 
suspension. 

J. Rainford Watkins, 37, editor of 
the Raleigh Register of Beckley, 
W. Va.. died June 16 in the Marine 
Hospital at Parris Island, S. C. 

Robert R. Mill, 47, newspaper- 
man and author, died June 18 at 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. For the past 10 
years he was employed as publicity 
man by the N. Y. State Conservation 
Dept. 





CHATTER 


Albert Maltz writing a novel 
during six months leave of absence 
from Paramount scripting staff. 

Dan Mainwaring’s new novel, ‘The 
Street of the Crying Woman,’ will 
be issued this week by William 
Morrow. 

Gladman Hill moved from his Hol- 
lywood beat to the N. Y. office of 
Associated Press, possibly for a war 
front job. 

Ralph Jordan, International News 
Service correspondent in Australia, 
vacationing in Hollwood pending 4 
new assignment overseas. 

Amos Melton, sports writer for 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, has 
been commissioned a second lieuien- 
ant in the Army Air Forces. 
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Broadway 


salind Ivan plays ‘The First 
Mrs. Fraser’ next week at Cape May, 
N 





The blah war news biffed cafe biz, 
whien is always sensitive to such 
things. 

Sammy Walsh to the Coast to open 
the 29th at Charlie Foy’s Hollywood 
nitery. 

J. C. Stein in town after returning 
from the funeral of his father in 
Indiana. 

The Charlie Einfelds last week 
celebrated their 15th wedding anni- 
versary. 

Ben Boyar due back at the Max 
Gordon office after a minor leg 
operation. 

Edward V. Darling, former Keith 
booker, in retirement for years, is 
laid up at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Cohan 
celebrated their 35th wedding an- 
niversary Monday (22). 

Lou Brecker, Roseland ballroom 
tycoon, being ‘profiled’ by John Kob- 
ler in the next New Yorker. 


Aileen Brenon wili be back at 
Paramount in two or three weeks 
following a bad case of grippe. 

Ethel Shutta’s sportswriting hus- 
band, George Kirksey (UP), is now 
a Lieut. in Air Corp intelligence. 

Hotel Astor, Park Central and 
kindred mid-Times Sq. _ hostelries 
have girl elevator operators, pagettes, 
etc. 

Representative party of news- 

apermen visiting Signal Corps 
feadquarters at Fort Monmouth to- 
day. 

George Smith, western-southern 
division manager for Par, returned 
from a Maine vacation during the 
past week. 

New Jersey shore road houses, 
south of Staten Island, going begging 
this season. Nobody keen about 
blackouts, etc. ° 

Loew v.p. David Bernstein’s son, 
Arnold, now a Naval Lieut., trans- 
ferred to the lighter-than-air divi- 
sion at Lakewood for summer. 

Moe Sternberg, for the past 10 
years in the ad accessories depart- 
ment at WB homeoffice, resigned to 
try his hand at being a comedian. 


Jane Withers, recently signatured 
to long-term pact by Republic, in 
town from the Coast. Plans several 
p.a.s in war bond sales campaign. 

Tillie Winslow, Max’s widow, east 
to settle the music publisher’s estate. 
She cultivated a lhking for Hoily- 
wood and may return to settle there. 

J. M. Kerrigan, accor recently; with 
Katharine Hepburn, and Ed 
McNamara to Martha’s Vineyard, 
Mass., to visit James Cagney last 
week. 

Elliott McManus, Joe Shea and 
John Flinn, among filmites belonging 
to the 12th Regiment of the N. Y. 
Guard, go to Camp Smith, Peekskill, 
July 20. 

Gus Eyssell, the Music Hall’s man- 
aging director, tossed a buffet party 
Friday (19) for Columbia execs 
and the company’s division-district 
managers. 

Bronze plaque dedicated to W. G. 
Van Schmus at the Yeshiva College 
unveiled last Thursday (18) by 
George J. Schaefer during com- 
mencement exercises. 

Lanny Ross, on a concert tour, 
finds ‘no pianos stay in tune seem- 
ingly nowadays,’ and in St. Louis he 
discovered the ‘only good piano 
tuner here is in the guardhouse.’ 

Broadway traffic lights getting 
new dimout covers this week, simi- 
lar to those being installed all over 
town. Consist of small cross slits 
instead of easily seen round lights 

Reggie Rose, of Warner Bros. 
homeoffice exploitation staff, starts 
In training school of officers in U. 
S. Air Corps in a ceuple of months. 
oun has been accepted for such 

Carl Milliken, eastern PCA head 


for Hays office and acting foreign | 


locally and began shooting on first 
pic, ‘Elvira Fernandez,’ at studios of 
Sono Film in San Isidro. Co-op com- 
pany headed by Paulina Singerman. 
_‘Secuestro Sensacional’ (‘Sensa- 
tional Kidnapping’) picked as title for 
new Luis Sandrini comedy at EFA. 
Story by Eleanor H. Green being 
megged by Bayon Herrera with 
Marcelo Ruggeri and Elsa O’Connor. 

Company of Director Lucas De- 
mare, including Enrique Muino, 
Francisco Petrone and Angel Mag- 
ana, heads for Salta for shooting ex- 
teriors of ‘La Guerra Gaucha,’ sec- 
ond film of new Artistas Argentinas 
Asociados. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 








It’s Laurel Blossom Time in the 
Poconos. 

The Carmen, former dine and dan- 
cery, still pulling the roller-skaters. 

Sherman theatre being rebuilt af- 
ter fire. October nows seems earli- 
est date for reopening. . 

Bernie Whitman, former local 
maestro, is now in Miami Beach, 
following army induction. 

Motion pictures on Friday and 
dancing on Saturday drawing crowd 
of youngsters to YMCA’s gym. 

A floor show and band every 
night will be the policy at Jake 
Enelow’s nearby Craigs Meadows 
Hotel. 

Charlie McCarthy inducted. For- 
mer organist spent last summer se€a- 
son at Penn-Stroud hotel’s Ham- 
mond. 

John White, former local musician, 
one-time sax for Kay Kyser, is play- 
ing with an outfit at Erie, Pa., where 
he works for General Electric. 

Buck Hill players, directed by Cor- 
nelia Stabler Gillam, rehearsing 
season’s first production for presen- 
tation during July 4 holiday period. 

Bobby Lees and his Detroiters, 
opened at The Lighthouse, in nearby 
Henryville, follo ving a six-month 
stand at The Lookout Club in South 
Carolina. 

A name band may be given trial 
for July 4 weekend at Saylor’s Lake 
Pavilion, at nearby Saylorsburg. Re- 
sult would determine spot’s adopting 
weekly name schedule or laying off 
until a Labor Day one-nighter. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Oscar Hammersteins, II, week- 
ending at their Doylestown farm. 

Margaret Lingley, the agent, and 
her husband, actor John Gerard, 
summering at their Stockton, N. J., 
farm. e 

New Hope Art Gallery has moved 
to Philly along with Playhouse. Ex- 
hibits now being hung in Bellevue- 
Stratford as shill for attractions. 

Moss Hart leading group of local- 
ites to Philly Friday (26) for gala 
opening of Playhouse season at 
Bellevue-Stratford. Otto Preminger 
to be Hart guest. 

Eugene Loring operating summer 
school of ballet at Spencer house, 
on outskirts of New Hope. Hopes 
to give premiere of several new bal- 
lets at Playhouse before season is 
finished. es 

Paul Gallico has moved acyoss the 
river from New Hope to his new 
farm house at Raven Rock, N. J. 
Mrs. Gallico, former architect, re- 
modeled farmhouse, which dates 
back to the Revolution. 

Kenyon Nicholson, who bowed out 
of Playhouse management even be- 
fore gas and tire rationing, sum- 
;mering at his Raven Rock farm. Has 
applied for commission in Army, and 
is working on a new comedy. 

Norris Houghton, out of Prince- 
ton, N. J., summer legit season, 
which he promoted, due to nervous 
breakdewn. Recuperating at Penn 
hospital in Philly. William Miles has 
been engaged by Dick Skinner to 
replace Houghton at McCarter the- 
atre, which opens July 8 with the 
Hartmans in “Tonight at 8:30.’ 

















manager, due back from the Coast | 


next week. Current visit of about 
a week, on Production Code mat- 
ters, is his first to Hollywood in 
about seven years, 


Buenos Aires 
By Ray Josephs 
Fire damaged Cinepalace Eche- 
sortu in Rosario. 
Karry Novak, head of WB for 
Argentine, back from Rio trip. 
Julio C. Lofiego, director general 
aA panes returned from Rio biz 
Manuel Romero to start “high- 
udget’ musical for Lumiton next 
month. 

_ U. S. actress June Marlowe, w.k. 
in local films, heading north for 
States, apparently for good. 

_ Pepe Arias and Zully Moreno 
inked by Sono for ‘Fantasmas en 
Buenos Aires’ (‘Ghosts in Buenos 
Aires’), 

_ Sono Film starts work on still un- 
titled high-budget comedy with Le- 
grand twins, Francisco Alvarez, Ro- 
berto Airaldi and Oscar Valicelli. 

San Miguel already at work on °43 
program. Inked Alberto Zavalia, 


director, and actress wife Delia Gar- 
ces, singing actress Olinda Bozan 
and young actress Elisa Galve. 

A. D. A. P. Films set up offices 


| Play Out of Town 


jonshire and he doesn’t like it; Lord 








Continued from page 506 


falgar Square column, even if it is 
‘damned cold up there.’ Miss Neagle 
plays Queen Victoria as portrayed in 
two of the fiilms which made her 
known on this side of the Atlantic, 
‘Victoria the Great’ and ‘The Sixty 
Glorious Years,’ both Herbert Wil- 
cox productions. 

In this and Coward's ‘Still Life,’ 


Wilcox had no opportunity to mis- 
cast and he drew lavishly upon his 
acquaintances. One change saw C. 
Aubrey Smith unable to get up from 
N. Y. because of illness. He was to 
have played the Duke of Wellington; 
Dennis King stepped in. All mem- 
bers of the all-star cast were excel- 
lent. The rousing finale of Empire 
pageantry, with Wilcox massing and 
countermarching scores of uniformed 
members of the R.C.A.F., the Army, 
Navy, Women’s Auxiliary Forces and 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
in their scarlet tunics, had the audi- 
ence up on their feet and cheering; 
plenty of tears, too, when the 60- 
piece orchestra crashed into Elgar’s 
‘Land of Hope and Glory.’ McStay. 





|}tertainments of 
| workers. 


London 


The Afriques proud parents of 
baby boy, their second. 


Charles Munyard’s wife operated 
on _ in hospital for internal trouble. 

Harry Roy out of nursing home 
and surprising doctors at his speedy 
recovery. 

Jack Warner, among other comics, 
accusing Harold Behrens of lifting 
some material. 

Captain Henry Sherek on sick 
leave as result of eye injury sus- 
tained during a bombing. 

Teddy Carr, managing director of 
United Artists (London), ordered 
complete week's rest by his medico. 

Jack Waller’s associate in ‘Let’s 
Face It’ will be Tom Arnold, not 
Jack Hylton, as originally reported. 

“Admiralty Regrets,’ new play by 
Sir Patrick Hastings, being produced 
by Basil Dean, goes into the Apollo 
next month. 

David E. Rose, head of Paramount 
Pictures, and his aide-de-camp Tony 
Reddin, in Ireland on their bi- 
annual trip. 

Georgie Moon (Moore and Burtan 
Brown), who joined the Royal Air 
Force recently, in hospital with 
stomach trouble. 

Emile Littler considering reviving 
‘The Belle of New York,’ at London 


of ‘Maid of the Mountains.’ 

Frank Parr, formerly of dance 
team Carr and Parr, now a scripter, 
writing most of broadcasting ma- 
terial for Payne and Hilliard. 

Robert Donat to appear in a new 
play by Veronica Haigh, called ‘To 
Dream Again.’ Miles Malleson pro- 
ducing the show for H. M. Tennent, 
Ltd. 

After five years as general man- 
ager to Jack Hylton, Jack Lister, 
husband of Pat Kirkwood, has quit. 
Joins ENSA on the entertainment 
section. 

Richard (‘How Green Was My 
Lloyd. He has recently rejoined his 
regiment, the Welsh Guards, as 
lieutenant. 

Maggie Teyte, who has been sing- 
ing to the troops since the war, is 
taking up munitions work which she 


engineering. 

Charles Hewitt, formerly Decca 
Gramophone recording manager, has 
been appointed general manager to 
Sterling Music Publishing Co., sub- 
ag ot of Chappell. 

eter McKiegue, son of Mat 
McKiegue, has been promoted from 
lieutenant to captain in the King’s 
Regiment. His other son, Tony is 
cadet in the Royal Air Force. 

Tommy Fields, brother of Gracie 
Fields, who quit show biz at the 
outbreak of war, has just made 
comeback in new revue in which he 
is co-starring with Phyllis Dixey. 

George Black, unable to get release 
for John Warwick from the Navy 
has given latter’s part of ‘Schultz,’ 
in James Hadley Chase’s ‘No Orchids 
for Miss Blandish,’ to Jack Lester 

William Mollison is going solo for 
first time in presenting and produc- 
ing venture in West End. Show is 
‘Grand Manner,’ by 
Steen. Cast for ‘Manner’ will be 
headed by Marie Tempest and Al- 
fred Drayton. 

Firth Shephard is reviving ‘Sally,’ 
the Jerome Kern-Guy Bolton mu- 
sical, with Leslie Henson and Dor- 
othy Dickson in leads. Show goes to 
Prince’s theatre, with cast headed 
by Jessie Matthews, Sydney Howard 
and Sonny Hale. 

Col. James John Gillespie, chair- 
man of Moss Empires Theatres, 
Ltd., left around $200,000. Harry 
Hall, manager of Blackpool Tower 
and former manager of Victoria 
Palace and Shepfierd’s Bush, Lon- 
don, left $100,000. 

Navy. Army, Air Force Institute 
NAAFI), which controls Entertain- 
ments National Service Institute 
(ENSA), controlled by Sir Basil 
Dean, has been granted further $1.- 
600,000 by the Government for en- 
troops and war 


‘Old Town Hall,’ Jack Hylton’s 


latest radio feature, debuted at Not- 


tingham and grossed $7,600. Con- 


i trary -to expectation, show does not 
|go into Stoil’s Kingsway, but con- 
jtinues in the sticks. 
Nelson prefers to remain on his Tra- | 


Stoll’s now 
dickering with Tom Arnold and 
Bernard Delfont for ‘Rose Marie,’ 
which is being revived, to come in 


|instead after its provincial tryout. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Howard Baier and Mary Patricia 
Walter, a dancer, on their honey- 
moon. ? 

Jimmy Thompson, KQV announcer, 
on the mend after an operation on 
his knee. 

Marianne ‘Rohrkaste), local 
dancer, now making her home in 
Cleveland. 

Emerick Simboli reelected nresi- 
dent of the Pittsburgh Savoyards for 
next season. 

Raul Reyes, of dance team of Raul 
and Eva Reyes, bought himself a 
plane before leaving here. 

Bob McKenna, m.c. of 1500 Club 
six-hour disc show on WWSW, re- 
covering from a tosilectomy. 

John B. Holahan, business manager 
of Duquesne U athletic association, 





is Kennywood Park’s new pD.a. 
Playhouse’s newly-appointed  di- 


Coliseum, to follow current revival | 


Valley’) Llewellyn’s real name is |} 


has been learning at a school of | 


Marguerite | 


rector, Ted Viehman, was in town 
over weekend to meet the press. 

Couple of local acts, Donna Geis- 
ler and dance team of Carmelita and 
Lee, to Bowery nitery in Detroit. 

Ted Ruta, Max Adkins’ sax ace in 
Stanley house orch, turned down by 
army at last minute for physical rea- 
sons, 
| Johnny Harris, delayed in Holly- 
wood two weeks by attack of bron- 
chial flu, due back at his desk this 
week. 

New line of girls at Yacht Club 
| who call themselves the Mannequins 
‘is a Selmia Marlowe chorus out of 
| Chicago. 

Larry Katz, IATSE international 





make his future headquarters in 
Harrisburg. 

Jane Withers paid a visit to her 
new exchange, Republic, and ped- 
dled $3,000 worth of War Bonds in 
15 minutes. 

McKeesport Cue and Curtain Play- 
ers did ‘Claudia’ for the 720th Mili- 
tary Police Btn. stationed here at 
South Park. 

PRC cowboy star Art Davis and 
his leading lady, Dallas Worth, in 
private life his sister, here for couple 
of days last week. 

John Maloney, M-G sales manager 
|in this division, and the missus cele- 
ibrated their thirtieth wedding anni- 
|versary yesterday (23). 

Ruth Waag, Harry Seed’s secre- 
tary. going to San Francisco for 
vacation. Her lawyer-husband, who 
was inducted shortly after their mar- 
riage, is on duty with the army here. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 








Hotel Breakers opened Ship’s Deck 
with Irvin Wolf in charge. 

Sam Singer reopened Club Har- 
lem Friday (19) with Larry Steele 
las emcee. 

Brooks Twins and Kiki Hall re- 
‘turned to Jockey’s Derby Club, 
‘which raopened Friday night. 

| Johnny Long’s band played Ha- 





'mid’s Pier Saturday and Sunday (20- | 


21), Clarence Fuhrman played Satur- 
day. 

Francis Pogue, film operator at 
|Strand theatre on Boardwalk, mar- 
ried to Henrietta Van Dike from 
itheatre boxoffice. 
| Jack Beck, who~ has managed 
| Globe theatre on boardwalk for many 
jseasons, will open up burlésk shows 
ibeginning next Tuesday (30). 

Frank Fiore, operator of Penn At- 
llantic hotel, named to Board of Di- 
|rectors of Hotel Greeters Association 
iat annual convention held in Pitts- 
| burgh. 

City Commissioner Joseph Altman, 
| director of advertising, ordered no 
more city advertising to papers out- 
side 400-mile radius because of travel 
restrictions. 

All pleasure and fishing craft or- 
|dered within 12-mile limit because 
| Admiral Robert Waesche, of Wash- 
|ington, Commander of Coast Guards, 
|stated ‘small boats have definitely 
jmade contacts with submarines off- 
shore.’ 
| Sophie Tucker, Jesse Block, Eve 
| Sully, Al Cross, Henry Dunn, Ray 
| Bolger, Tess Gardella, Terry Law- 
ller, Eddie Davis and Toots Schor 
|}among hundreds who came to resort 
to attend funeral of Phil Barr. Ten 
automobiles and one bus used to con- 
jvey flowers sent from all over the 
| east, 


| Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Harold Saltz, Universal booker, 
entering army. 
Billy Bishop orchestra into Hotel 


Lowry Terrace cafe. 


Joe Brili, Paramount booker 
father of nine-pound boy. 
‘Biography’ currant offering of 


Log (strawhatter) theatre. 
| Ed Finney, Walt Disney represen- 
|tative, in from Hollywood. 
Zorina turned down offer to ap- 





|pear in water ‘Follies’ here. | 


| Rudy B. Hagen, Warner homeoffice 
| checking supervisor, a visitor. 

Sigmund Spaeth scheduled for 
| University of Minnesota convocation 
this week. 

Twin City Variety club annual golf | 
|tournament to be held at Oak Ridge | 
| club July 17. 
| Bill Woods, former Paramount 
|\booker, now overseas with U. S. 
Army signal corps construction crew. 

Harry Katz, . co-operator with 
Harry Hirsch of the Alvin, bur- 
lesque, now in the tank corps at Ft. 
Lewis, Wash. 

Mort Levin, Chicago theatre ticket 
man, passed through en route to 
Mayo clinic, Rochester, Minn., for 
health checkup. 

Bill Crystal, erstwhile local ex- 
change manager and film salesman, 
now a private, first class, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Mo. 

Donna, Horace Heidt singer, an- 
nounced engagement to Larry Cot- 
ton, former member of same band, 
now in armed service. 

Exhibitors to be Twin City Va- 
riety club’s luncheon guests this 
week in connection with war activ- 
ities committee meeting. 

Carl Reese, transferred from 
Omaha, named Republic manager 
following company’s acquisition of 
local exchange from Gilbert Nathan- 
son, 





Hollywood 


Frank Fay stopped off after an 
eastern stage tour. 

Aline Brandes changed her film 
name to Rebel Randall. 

Lana Turner returned from a bond 
sales tour of the Northwest. 

Jan Ciechanowski, Polish Ambas- 
| sador, lunched with the film biggies. 

Eddie Manson back on the Warn- 
ers publicity staff after six months. 








Steve Broidy, returned to his desk 
jat Monogram after an appendectomy. 
| John Farrow checked into the 
| hospital for rest and physical.check- 


representative here for years, will | up. 


| Mary Elaine Searles, film actress, 
divorced Eddie Searles, night club 
| dancer, 

| Jeanne Kennedy, 
divorced Claude E. 
chestra leader. 

Mrs. Tay Garnett, recently Helga 
Moray of the London stage, filed 
suit for divorce. 

Ben Kalmenson in town for hud- 
dies with Jack L. Warner on. next 
season’s product. 

Ann Ronell arrived from New 
York to line up talent for a Broad- 
way musical, ‘Count Me In.’ 

Lou Costello and Bud Abbott are 
candidates for harlequin and pierrot 
at the next Masquers election. 

Diana Barrymore ill, causing the 
‘Love and Kisses, Caroline’ company 
at Universa] to shoot around her. 
Marjorie Booth Morrison, stage 
land screen»player, filed suit for di- 
vorce against Leo Morrison, agent. 

A. W. Schalberg, in town on an in- 
spection tour as general manager of 
exchange operations for Warners. 

Lieutenant Commander Corydon 
M. Wassell in town to tell about his 
Java exploit as basis for a picture. 

Abe Sugarman joined the new 
agency partnership of J. G. Bach- 
mann and Eddie Silton as an asso- 
ciate. 

Robert Palmer moved in as Re- 
;}publie casting director, succeeding 
Robert Webb, who resigned because 
of illness. ° 

Jean Negulescq returned from 
Washington where he directed a 
musical short with the U. S. Air 
Force Band. 

Ann Ronell, who came to town to 
line up talent for a Broadway show, 
checked into a hospital for rest and 
observation. 
| Ralph Block left for Washington 
ito attend a conference as assistant 
director of the Office of Civilian De- 
ifense, Ninth Area. 
| Chip Cleary moved into Universal's 
|flackery to replace Paul’ Speegal, 
|who returned to work on the San 
| Francisco Chronicle. 
| Veloz and Yolanda returned to 
town for the summer, with a dance 
date tentatively slated for August in 
the Hollywood Bowl. 

Travis Banton, film costume de- 
signer, and Biddy Kleitz have an- 
nounced their forthcoming marriage 
in New York on July 1. 

Veronica Lake returned from 
Seattle where she spent a week with 
her husband, Captain John Detlie, 

. S. Army Engineers. 

Suit for $5,000 attorney fees 
|}against Ann Harding in behalf of the 
lestate of Max Steuer was dis- 
| missed in Superior Court. 

Doris Gilbert, screen writer, 
treking east to collaborate with Sally 
Benson on a horror play for Broad- 
way production in the fall. 

Nelson R. Poynter _leaves for 
Washington this week with his re- 
ports on Hollywood to the Office of 
Co-ordjnator of Government Films. 
' Hunt Stromberg moved into tem- 
porary quarters at General Service, 
pending completion of regular quar- 
ters for his United Artists * produc- 
ing setup. 

William Cagney returned from 
New York to arrange studio space 
for United Artists production unit 
which he and his brother, James, 
are heading. 

Commander John J. Bergen shoved 


nitery singer, 
Kennedy, or- 








|off for Washington to report to his 
| chief, Secretary of the Navy Knox, 
|}on details of the Paramount picture 
| about Lieutenant Commander Cory- 


don M. Wassell. 





Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





Ben Kalmenson, Warner sales big- 
wig, in town nosing around the local 
exchange and territory. 

Johnny and Sandra Steele back 
for a return engagement in the Omar 
room of the Hotel Continental. 


John Eiffert has left the Newman 
theatre as assistant manager for of- 
ficers’ training school at Ft. Leaven- 
worth. 


Duffield Sisters trio having their 
second pro engagement, in the Hotel 
Phillips, with Ann Reiling at the 
piano. 

Bill Kearney returning to Chi 
after completing a three weck sing- 
ing chore in the Cabana of Hote! 
Phillips, 

Barbara Marshall, singing pianist, 
returning to the Drum Room of the 
President, where she got her start as 
a solo act. 

Bill Lansberg, expioiteer for Para- 
mount in this territory, in town 
couple of weeks before going to the 
Coast for duties as an ensign. 

Bill Stein, once stage assistant at 
the Tower theatre, in town making 
the rounds while on a 10-day fur- 





lough from his army post in Florida, 
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ARTHUR PRYOR 
Arthur Pryor, 71, bandmaster and 


composer, whose career extended 
over 50 years, died June 18 at his 
home in West Long ranch, N. J. 
He had suffered a stroke a few days 
before his death. 


Born in St. Joseph, Mo., Pryor 
was considered a child music prod- 
igy at three when he learned to play 
the drums. Instructed by his father, 
Samuel] Pryor, director of the orig- 
inal Pryor band, he quickly learned 
several instruments, being excep- 
tionally proficient with the trom- 
bone, which he began to study at the 
age of 17. Shortly after, he became 
associated as trombonist and later as 
assistant cond.ctor with John Philip 
Sousa, with whom he _  tourned 
Europe. 


Upon his father’s death, Pryor left 
Sousa to reorganize the then-leader- 
less Pryor band, which gave its first 
concert on Nov. 15, 1903, at the Ma- 
jestic theatre, N. Y. The success of 
the band over the next 30 years was 
closely linked with his name. He 
toured the country several times. 
For years, the band played consecu- 
tive summers and winters on the 
boardwalk at Asbury Park, N. J., and 
Royal Palm Park, Miami, respec- 
tively. With Victor and other com- 
panies, Pryor made many recordings 
and with the ascension of radio, he 
was featured on the air by as many 
as six nationally known sponsors. 

Highly productive as a composer, 
Pryor’s works include several light 
operas. Notable among them are 
*‘Jingaboo,’ ‘Uncle, Tom’s Cabin’ and 
“On The Eve of Her Wedding Day.’ 
‘Queen Titania,’ ‘On Jersey Shore,’ 
and ‘The Whistler and His Dog’ are 
others of his more than 300 composi- 
tions. 

Although he retired in 1933, Pryor 
entered politics to win an election 
as freeholder of Monmouth county, 
N. J., on the democratic ticket. He 
recently emerged from retirement 
et the Asbury Park boardwalk by 
conducting a series of nightly con- 
certs, 

Widow, two sons, Arthur, Jr., and 
Roger, orchestra leader, film player 
end former husband of Ann Sothern, 
survive. Arthur, Jr., is vice-presi- 
dent of B.B.D. & O. advertising 
agency. 





MAURICE LOWELL 


Maurice (‘Maury’) Lowell 31. 
radio director, died of an abdominal 
ailment June 18, in Billings hospital, 
Chicago. He had been ill only a 
short time. Funeral was in Mil- 
waukee, his home town. 

Lowell was a graduate of Wis- 
consin University with A.B. M.A. 
and L.L.B. degrees and was a mem- 
ber of the Wisconsin bar. He toured 
as an actor with Eva Le Gallienne’s 
Civic Repertory troupe and in 1934 
Joined the NBC production staff in 
Chicago, directing such programs as 
‘Ma Perkins,’ ‘Clara, Lu and Em,’ 
*Vic and Sade’ and others. He came 
to New York in 1939 to become a 
staff director for Benton & Bowles, 
handling ‘Lincoln Highway,’ ‘Woman 
of Courage,’ ‘Ellen Randolph,’ and 
the Prudentiai show. 

Lowell later freelanced and di- 
rected ‘This Small Town’ and ‘Listen 
America.’ He was slated to be one 
of the three co-directors of ‘Cheers 
from the Camps,’ new General Mo- 
tors series, but had to give up the 
assignment because of the illness 
nw one fatal. He was the 
author of a e i 
rn cal textbook on radio, 

Mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Levine; 
Wi iow, Jane Lowell, former model 
and an infant daugl.ter survive. 





JESSIE BOND 


Jessie Bond, 89, one of two sur- 
viving members of the Savoyards, 
Gilbert and Sullivan company that 
was first to present G-S operas in 
England, at the Savoy theatre, Lon- 
don, died June 17 in Worthington, 
Sussex, England. Durward Lely, 
living in Glasgow, is now the sole 
survivor, 

Born in London, Miss Bond had 
been active in her musical career 
from childhood to the age of 46, 
when, in 1896, she retired after her 
marriage. She became a member of 
the Savoyards in 1881 and appeared 
consistently in major Gilbert and 
Sullivan roles. 

In 1879 Miss Bond began a three- 
year stay in the United States, play- 
ing Hebe in ‘H. M. S. Pinafore’ at the 
Fifth Avenue theatre, New York. 
The role had marked her stage debut 
at the Opera Comique, London, on 
May 25, 1878. Her following appear- 
ance in New York was as Edith in 


OBITUARIES 


‘The Pirates of Penzance.’ On her 
return to London Miss Bond resumed 
her activities at the Savoy theatre. 
Her husband, Lewis Ransome, died 
around 1918, 





ANNE SUTHERLAND 
Anne Sutherland, 75, former mu- 
sical comedy star, died June 22 in 
Pilgrim State Hospital, Brentwood, 
| i & 
Beginning her 60-year career at 
16, Miss Sutherland made her first 
stage appearance as Buttercup in 
‘H. M. S. Pinafore,’ Gilbert and Sul- 
livan operetta. As a member of Nat 
Goodwin’s Company in the late 
1800s, she appeared in ‘The City of 
Pleasure,’ ‘Zaza,’ ‘The White Horse 
Tavern, ‘The Price of Peace’ and 
other productions. 
Other plays in which Miss Suther- 
land: performed were ‘The Stool 
Pidgeon,’ G. B. Shaw’s ‘The Cat and 
The Canary’ and in the original pro- 
duction of ‘Craig’s Wife’ by George 
Kelly. Before organizing her own 
company, she had been starred with 
the Daniel Frohman company for 
several years. 
Retiring from the stage in 1928, 
Miss Sutherland opened a _ restau- 
rant in New York’s Greenwich Vil- 
lage, 





BILLY HART 


Billy Hart, 78, for more than 50 
years an actor in vaudeville, bur- 
lesque and films, died June 18 in Los 
Angeles. Born William Lenhart, he 
went on the stage in his teens, later 
becoming associated as a comedian 
with Eddie Foy and others of that 
era. 

The vaudeville team of Billy and 
Marie Hart was booked all over the 
world, with long engagements in 
England and Australia. He likewise 


| 


ness. His professional name was 
George Salvadora. 

A native St. Louisan, he had been 
living in Stamford, Conn., in recent 
years. He was stricken ill while 
visiting friends here. 

Burial in St. Peter and Paul ceme- 
tery, St. Louis. 





JOHN P. MOLLET 

John P. Mollet, 67, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., theatre owner for years, died 
June 13 after a month’s illness. The 
old Broadway, Transfer, and Grand 
theatres, Ft. Wayne, were owned by 
him, and he managed the Faroy, also 
Ft. Wayne, which he eventually pur- 
chased. 

Daughter, three brothers and three 
sisters survive. 





ARTHUR MACK 

Arthur J. McKay, 65, known pro- 
fessionally as Arthur Mack, died in 
Jamaica Plain, Mass., June 19, from 
gas poisoning suffered in Flanders 
during World War I. 

Mack performed with the old 
Castle Square company, performing 
with Howard Hansell, Lillian Krem- 
ble, Mary Young and John Craig. 





HARRY ROBINS 


Harry Robins, 65, former owner of 
the Rex and Bijour theatres, Youngs- 
town, O., died of a heart attack at 
Jameson Hospital, New Castle, Ind., 
June 18, after a long illness. 

Widow, two sons, a _ daughter, 
three brothers and two sisters sur- 
vive. 


ADELE OSWOLD 


Adele Oswold, 53, singer in opera, 
vaudeville and musical comedy, died 
June 17 in Los Angeles following a 
heart attack. Once a member of the 
Chicago Opera Company, she played 
roles in ‘The Land of Nod,’ ‘Cinder- 
ella Girl’ and ‘My Maryland,’ which 
was written by her husband, George 
Rosener, who survives. 








CHARLOTTE HESS 





played in a sketch with Lottie Gilson, 
was closely associated with Hugh 
Herbert and the late Will Rogers, 
and once managed the Singer 
Midgets. 





LUIGI COMUNI 
Luigi Comuni, 59, violinist, died 
June 21 in New York. For the 
past two years he had been asso- 
ciated with the San Carle Opera 
Company orchestra. 
Comuni came to this country in 
1921 with the Arturo Toscanini or- 
chestra from the La Scala, Milan, 
He was a member of Metropolitan 
orchestra for eight years. During 
concert master of 
Civic Opera. 
Widow and two daughters sur- 
vive, 


the Chicago 





FLORENCE MORRISON 


Florence Morrison, 55, stage ac- 
tress, died in Denison, Texas, at the 
home of her mother. Funeral serv- 
ives were held June 16, 

Miss Morrison was married to 
Pass LeNoir, fil mplayer, and had 
been active in the WPA theatre as 
a drama coach and in radio in New 
York. Plays in which she appeared 
were ‘N. Y. Exchange,’ ‘Good Gra- 
cious, Annabel,’ ‘The Great Mouth- 
piece, ‘Take It From Me’ and 
others. At NEC she played in 
‘Pepper Young’s Family.’ 

Husband and mother survive, 


MICHAEL E. HANLEY 


Michael Edward Hanley, 84, vet- 
eran showman, suicided June 18 at 
Fort Wayne, Ind., by shooting. He 
retired several years ago after 
spending more than 20 years con- 
ducting traveling shows. He for- 
merly operated a number of the- 
atres in Indiana and Ohio and owned 
a theatre in Bluffton, Ind. at the 
time of his death. An actor, direc- 
tor, producer and film exhibitor dur- 
ing his long theatrical career, Han- 
ley had been ill more than three 
years. 

Widow and sister survive. 














SUTHERLAND FELCE 


Sutherland Felce, 34, died sudden- 
ly June 6 in Anglo-American hospi- 
tal, Cairo, Egypt, from pneumonia. 
Felce has been prominent vaudevil- 
lian and cabaret entertainer in Eng- 
land. Originally in stockbrokerage 
business, he came into show biz 
some 16 years ago. 

Went east to entertain troops, 
traveling via Canada, where he 
broadcast with Gertrude Lawrence, 
and then joined Alice Delysia con- 


cert party in Cairo around Christ- 
mas. 





GEORGE SALVADORA 
George Westlain Davies, 60, opera 











tenor, died in St. Mary’s hospital, St. 
Louis county, after a lingering ill- 


Charlotte Hess, 39, died in Beth 
Israel hospital, N. Y., June 19. She 
formerly was a dancer, teamed with 
her husband Joseph. Latter was 
stage manager of ‘“Top-Notchers,’ 
two-a-day vaude, which terminated 
at the 44th Street, N. Y., Saturday 
(20). 





OWEN J. CONNELL 


Owen J. Connell, 78, acrobatic 
dancer and last surviving member 
of the Walton Family act, died June 
15 in Toledo. 

Walton Family had performed 
with the Al G. Fields Minstrels for 
over 15 years and had toured with 
sev cus notably Ringling. 


several circuses, 





NELLIE FILLMORE BROWN 


Mrs. Nellie Fillmore Brown, 75, 
character actress of old-time vaude- 
ville and musical comedy, died in 
Winthrop, Mass., June 20. 

She started her career at age of 
six and toured the U. S., Canada 
and Mexico. Survived by husband. 





MAGGIE PORTER COLE 


Maggie Porter Cole, 95, former 
singer and last of the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers, Negro troupe which toured 
extensively during the late 19th cen- 
tury, died June 15 in the Phyllis 
Wheatley Home, Detroit. ; 





MATHIAS PAULI 
Mathias Pauli, 54, for 25 years a 
bass violinist with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, died last Tuesday (16) at 
Lankenau hospital, Philadelphia. 
Survived by widow and son. 





Frank L. Madden, 57, manager of 
the Hudson theatre, Hudson, Mass., 
died Friday (19) in theatre lobby of 
heart attack. 

Surviving are widow, son, sister 
and three brothers. 





Ogilvie G. Mitchell, 42, partner in 
Norman Hart & Mitchell, attorneys 
to the Cinematograph Exhibitors As- 
sociation (England), died June 8 in 
a Harrow, Eng., nursing home from 
pneumonia after three days’ illness. 





Warren H. Billings, 50, Akron, O., 
veteran musician who played trum- 
pet in orchestras at the Palace, Co- 
lonial, and Loew’s theatres there, 
died June 11 after a year’s illness. 





Gussie Piermont, 75, mother of 
Sidney Piermont, Loew’s stage book- 
ing head, and Ben Piermont, former 
vaude booker, died June 17 in New 
York, 





Mother, 92, of Robert Golden, as- 
sistant director at Metro, died June 
16 in Los Angeles. 





William H. Beck, former head 
property man at the Forrest theatre, 
Philadelphia, died last week at the 
Lankenau hospital in that city. For 
years he was a member of the board 





of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, 





Mrs. Minnie Armhaus, 70, mother 
of Frances Arms (Mrs. Abe Last- 
fogel), died June 18 in New York. 


On the Upbeat 
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Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., while 
Powell plays a week at the Earle 
theatre, Philadelphia. Childs opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 























Tommy Linehan rejoined Woody 
Herman’s band in Detroit last week 
after three-week hospital stay forced 
by minor, but painful operation. 





Herb Hagenor bowed into Mo- 
naco’s Cafe, Cleveland, Monday (22), 
where his crew replaced Eugene 
Jelesnik’s. 





Alfonso Chavez added Rubita 
Tossas, Latin singer, to his outfit at 
Steve Gresch’s Wonder Bar in Cleve- 
land last week. 





George Duffy, playing Puritas 
Springs Park in Ohio currently, tak- 
ing outfit into Hotel Cleveland’s 
Bronze Room in Cleveland July 9 to 
succeed Joseph Sudy. 





Coleman Hawkins, tenor sax, has 
organized eight-piece jive unit of his 
own at Benny Mason’s Farm nitery 
in Cleveland. 





Sammy Mandel has replaced Sax- 
man Hal Jonas in Benny Resh’s band 
at the Bowery, Detroit. Jonas has 
gone into the Army. 





Ben Young orchestra has settled in 
for the summer at the Book Casino, 
Detroit. 





Ted Shulte has replaced Jack 
Pluckter as first sax and manager of 
Johnny Kovach’s orch. Pluckter 
new heads a Kovach unit at Tot’s 
Bayview Inn, East Keansburg, N. J. 





Irving Carroll orchestra, displaced 
at Dempsey’s restaurant, N. Y., last 
week by Dick Stabile’s band, will be 
booked henceforth by Music Corp. 
of America. 





Dean Kincaid, arranging and play- 
ing sax with Alvimo Rey, goes into 
the Army next week. 





Ray Couch, bass player with 
Johnny Long, another candidate for 
an Army uniform. He’s studying 
aeronautical navigation. Jesse Camp- 
bell replaced, 





Phil Harris and his crew are set 
for the Columbia musical, ‘What’s 
Buzzin’ Cousin?’ 





Rosetta Williams, vocalist, joins 
Les Hite band, rehearsing in Cali- 
fornia after reorganization, 











‘Lunchtime Follies’ 





‘Bring-Back-Load’ 


Continued from page 





tion for use by another unit, it will 
have to contact one of the ODT’s 
despatch offices, soon to be estab- 
lished, and load up for the return 
trip with anything the transporta- 
tion authority has on hand in that 
locality. In this way, the studios 
might conceivably find themselves 
trundling back over the road to 
Hollywood with anything from rad- 
ishes to railroad ties. Or from safety 
pins to crowbars. 


Of course, the picture people can 
wait on location and bring their own 
equipment back in the trucks, thus 
keeping within both the letter and 
spirit of the law. However, there’s 
a neat angle on that. 


The State law governing ‘common 
carriers’ states that this may only be 
done by licensed trucking com- 
panies, But the ODT has figured a 
way around this, namely, for pri- 
vately-owned trucks to lease their 
rolling stock out to the licensed 
truckers for the return trip. 

In other words, it’s now possible 
to achieve patriotism and under- 
write transportation expenses at the 
same time. And to the soul of the 
that’s 


average studio comptroller, 
practically the millennium, 





Burke Run-in 


Continued from page 1 


questioned him about his uniform, 
When Burke told them that it was a 
holdover from the last war and now 
his stage prop, the MP’s said he had 
no right to wear it in public, and 
started to haul him in. 

Burke, who was in a hurry to make 
a matinee at the 44th Street, after 
just completing one at the 46th 
Street, couldn’t convince the khaki 
coppers that he was an actor in his 
work clothes. Finally he persuaded 
them to accompany him to the 44th 
Street, where the MP men were con- 
vinced by the management. 


MARRIAGES 


Vinni Likely to John Augustus 
Frederick, in Paterson, N. J., June 
21. Bride is member of Radio City 
Music Hall Rockettes. 

Zoe Alyn to Ned Washington, June 
20, in Hollywood. He’s a songwriter. 

Margaret M. Bohn to Wendell Pal- 
mer, in Milwaukee, June 20. He’s 
WTMJ continuity writer, magician 
and ventriloquist. 

Elizabeth McDonald to Jack Man- 
ning, in Boston, June 21. Bride is 
radio publicist for the Army, First 
Corp Area; he’s announcer at WBA, 
Boston. 

Carol Littig to Capt. Arthur Men- 
ken, June 20, in San Diego, Cal. He 
is former Paramount newsreel war 
correspondent, now in the Army. 

Elizabeth Ryce Howard to Edgar 
G. (‘Ted’) Sisson, Jr., in New York, 
June 16. Groom is executive in ra- 
dio department of Pedlar & Ryan 
ad agency; bride was his secretary 
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during their respective lunch-hours 
at the Todd plant. Although the 
Theatre Wing units intend to mul- 
tiply, via the monetary cooperation 
of various defense plants expected to 
follow suit, the organization has al- 
lotted $10,000 for the continuance of 
the idea until such cooperation is 
gained. 

The elected committee in charge 
of ‘Lunchtime Follies’ consists of 
Hart and George Heller, AFRA ex- 
ecutive secretary, as co-chairmen, 
Kermit Bloomgarden, general man- 
ager Herman Shumlin office, as gen- 
eral manager, and Aline MacMahon 
as secretary. Bert Lytell, president 
of Equity, is acting as adviser. 

M.c.ing the show were Hart and 
Alan Reed, comedian, whose gags 
throughout didn’t altogether register. 
Outstanding, however, were Harri- 
son and Fisher, dance team who 
found most of the yard-worker’s ap- 
preciation. They went through two 
routines to the piano, show’s sole 
source of music, with Linda Sage at 
the keys. Sunny O’Dea’s smart 
tapping was the opener. 

‘The Man Who Went to Moscow,’ 
comedy skit prepared by Kaufman 
and Hart, hit strongly with David 
Burns as Hitler. Nat Cantor, Coby 
Ruskin, Jack Arnold and Will Lee 
were puppet generals acting as foils 
to Burns, 

Anne Francine, socialite song- 
stress, with Harold Rome at the 
piano, introduced Rome’s new tune, 
‘For Defense,’ gag song with lyrics 
built along the ‘I Said No’ lines. She 
also sang ‘Blues in the Night’ and 
‘Heart of Texas,’ registering well. 

The windup consisted of pep talk 
delivered by Naval Lieut. J. D. Gess- 
ford, delineating the importance of 





defense work for the war effort. 


at same agency. 

Dorothy Bornér to Angus Duncan, 
in New York, June 13. Groom is on 
Equity’s staff in N. Y. 

Ruth Terry to John Martin, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., June 20. Bride is 
film actress; he’s a test pilot, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bonnell, 
daughter, June 15, in New York. 
Father is legit actor, currently ap- 
pearing in road company of “My 
Sister Eileen.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Bullough, s0n, 
May 24, in Salt Lake City. Father is 
violinist for KSL (Salt Lake City) 
orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Hicks, daugh- 
ter, .May 28, in Salt Lake City. 
Father is organist for KSL, Salt 
Lake City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kaye Roylance, son, 
May 28, in Salt Lake City. Father 
is violinist for KSL house orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sloan, son, in 
Pittsburgh, June 14, Father is on 
KDKA engineering staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Jackson, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, June 18. Father 
is screenwriter and playwright. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ross, son, 
June 18, in New York, Father is 
production mgr. of Paramount Mu- 
sic Publishers. : 

Mr, and Mrs. Anthony DeLisle, 
daughter, in Detroit, June 15. Father 
is manager of the Regal theatre, De- 
troit. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Farmer, daugh- 
ter, in Yonkers, N. Y., June 21. 
Father is personnel manager at RKO 
home offices. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Moss, s0n, 
June 19, in New York. Father is 
legit and radio actor; mother is 
Stella Reynolds, radio writer. 
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Wingy Marone Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Jehn Erby 





Jimmy Lunceford O 
Trouville 
Billy Holiday 


Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 


MIAMI 


Loume! Morgan 8 
Trianon 
Club Bali 

Van Kirk 

Yanya Tamara 

Simpsons 

Raliettes (8) 

yommy Nunez Ore 


Lorie Hanson Ore 
Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
louis Hateh Ore 
Five O'Clock Club 
«cy Landry 
Sonya Shaw 
sat Green 
Mort Dennis Ore 
Fabian Storey Ore 
Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spauldings (3) 
Rous Bros 
l.uckeyettes (6) 
Les Robinson Ore 
Kitty Davis's 


Rhoda Chase 
Robinson & Martin 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver’s Orc 
Mother Kelly's 
Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 
Paul Mall 
Hal Lane Ore 
Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Pago Pago Rom) 
Terry Lynn 
Gail McDonald 
Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Ore 
Winnie's Riptide 
Cliff Winehill 
Ben Perr 
June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker ~~» 





Willie Shore 


House Line (6) 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Pall Allwes Ore 
Bill Medio 

Balconades 
T.ou Meredith Ore 
liarvey George 

Bill Green’s 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Gloria Foster 
Ray Robbins 
Dottie Dotsen 

Blue Ridge Ina 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Hooglie- Woogie Club 
Alice Brooks Ore 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Buddy Walsh 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 

Cork and Bottle 
Lioyd Fox 

Colonial 
Art Farrar Ore 

Eddie Peyton’s 
Geo Overholt Ore 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 

51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 


Hotel Hen 
(Silver Gril 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
llotel 7th Avenue 
llarry Bigley 
Escorts 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 


Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselll 
John Bonguidl 


Hotel Schenley 


Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penr 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 


John Fritz 
Kennywood Park 
Jimmy Gamble Orc 
Sally Lang 

Eric the Great 

W & B Morris 


Merry-Go-Round 


lioward Baum Ore 
Jeanne Boaz 


New Hillcrest 


Dorothy Matthews 
Eaquires 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Emile Boreo 
McNallie Sis 
3 Whirlwinds 
Nut House 
Art Blakey Ore 
Chuck Wilson 
Joe Klein 
Hal & Dolly 
Ted Blake 
Monette Moore 
Orchard Inp 
Benny Burton Ore 
Oasis 
Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Redd’s Cafe 
Rudy Paul Ore 
Warren & Durkin 
Rolio Plaza 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Eddie Miller 
Jerry Manning 
Tommy Mandrus 
Trelon 
Frank Ramos Ore 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Sylvia Froos 
Jan Murray 
De Sylva Twins 
Ed Rickard 
6 Mannequins 
Sky-Vue 
George Welles Or: 
Arlene Day 
Bill Clydesdale 
Howard Feiling 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 
Btzi Covato Ore 
Nick Lucas 
Moore & Moore 
Ria Rianda 
C & A Joy 
Vanettes 
Vietory Lounge 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Mapies Orc 
Fashionettes 
West View Park 
Brad Hunt Ore 
Jeanie Regal 





PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 


Mike Pedecin (3) 
liaisy Mae HepCats 
Club Bali 

Los Caballeros 
lbeNar & Denise 

Jerry Taps 
belovd Mackaye 
Frank Hall 
Ralilovelies 
Fenny Davis 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Ben Franklin 
Towne & Knott 
Cyril Rodney 
Patricial Hall 
Ruddy Harris 
Arline Thompson 
Leo Zollo 
Henny the Bum’'s 
Susan Lane 
Phyllis Foster 
E Gouchos 
Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 
Carrollettes 
Eloise Mack 
Hilde Simmons 


Joan Gay 
Jerry Brandow 
George & Oona 
Geo Rankin 
Johnny Cahill 
College Inn 
Little Joe, Tiny Lou 
Joe Armstrong 
Ruth Templeton 
Carney Sis 
Crescent (5) 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 
Rernhard Dolls 
Grace O'Hara 
Bob Carney 
John Reno 
Anne Jung 
Rob Karll 
Eddie King Ore 


Erabassy 
Billy Hey 
Andrew Sis 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantown Bar 
Aces & Queen 


Huntsmen 
(H Walton Roof) 


Costaine & MSBarry 

Herbert Curbello Or 

Don Richards 

Stump & Stumpy 

Peggy Loeb 

Glamour Gis 

Rose Gallo 

Helen Heath 

Eddie De Luca Orc 

Hopkinge’ Rathskelie: 

Gypsy Monya 

Joe Campo 

Alice Mitchell 

Day, Dawn & Dusk 

Dave Gold Ore 

Lawler’s Swing Bar 

Wendell Mason 

Merry Men 

Grace Wynne 

Marie Satelle 

Jewel Ella 

Marie Darling 
Laiglon Bar 

Rose Venuti (3) 

Mott's Melville 
Lido Venice 

Frankie Belasco 

Carmenettes (4) 

Ted Oliver Ore 

Little Rathskeller 

St Clair & Durand 

Phil Foster 

Brown Sis 

Iris Wayne 

Honey Breen 

Nicki & Vicki 

Victor Hugo's Ore 

Lou’s Chancellor Bar 

Susan Lange 

Curt Weiler 4 

Ernie Swan 


Mayos 
Rhythmaires 
Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr 
Tony Etting 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Joa Lonegan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick. Sr 
Moravian Kar 
Bon-Bon 





Buddies 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 


Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Gloria Mann 
Dick Wade 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray 
Lillian Bishop 
Berl Booker 
Mary Love 
Roni Carr 
Dotty King Ore 
Nell Dieghan’s 
J Hackett Gls 
Frank Murtha 
Barrie & Brenda 
Richards & Carson 
Hugo Martinelli 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Olid Falls Tavern 
Music Hall Gls (3) 
Harry Holly 
Rekoma 
Stephanie & Craig 
Lola Massey 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Guardsmen (8) 
Marion 
Jean Remington 
Sheila Starr 
Geo Krinog 
Maurie Sweidlow 
deanettes (12) 
Leonard Coke 
Old Mill tan 
Morse Sis 
Joe Ritchie 
Jock Downie 
Frank Palumbo's 
Wade & Wade 
Lord & Janice 
Frankie Schluth 
Henry Patrick 
Yvonettes 
Don Gostello 
Gloria French 
Kaye & Grey 
Rainbew Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa) 
Gene Eyman Ore 
Ritz Cariton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Gloria Dale 
Thunderbolts 
Reta Zane 
Jack Yson Ore 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Showboat 
Balzer Sis 
Sandy McPherson 
Katherine King 
Johnny Dore 
Sherman Bros & T 
Harry Taylor Ore 


Silver Lake lon 
Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Juanita Cansino 
Diaz & Diane 
Frank Hasse) Ore 


Sun Ray Gardens 


Aelming Orc 
Cleo Barr 
Harlem Highland’rs 
Beatrice & Danny 
Warren Boden 
Agnes Willis 
69th St. Rathskelle: 
Dean Kelly 
Gracie Steele 
Bill Bennett 
Lola & Marino 
Princess Chang Lee 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Joe Wong 
Bert Gilbert 
Curtis & Leroy 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
3 Guesses 
Tris Wayne 
Shadrach Boys 
Lee Bohn 
Marty Bohn 
Town Tavern 
Louise Angert 
Mary Novis 
Frank Page 
Ollie Oligario 
Jack Laid 
20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
Pat Juliano (3) 
Harry McKay 
TransAtlantic L’ge 
Pen Fay 
Leny Peyton (3) 
Venice Grill 
Vesta Victoria 
Colette Topper 
Phil De Jongh 
Earl Denny 
Wafwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Orc 
Weber's Hof Bravo 
Camden 
3 Flames 
Siems 
Bob Stanton 
Moss Pierson Ce 
Temple City (4) 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Raths’r Eldoradian: 
Dave Pierson 
Yacht Club 
Anne Tally 
Jack Hutchinson 
Demarcos (2) 
Janice Reise 
Helen Jerrico 





Victor Nelson Ore 








. 
| Chi Vaude Fold 
Continued from page 47 =e 


successful runs in N. Y. or on the 
Coast usually do okay, whereas an 
original Chi production usually has 
a tough time getting over. 





It had 


been figured that such headliners 


as Joe E, Lewis, Bert Lahr and Bert 
Wheeler would be able to overcome 
Chi’s natural obstacles in the sum- 
mer. 

Various gimmicks were tried to 
pull the Chi layout out of the b.o., 
doldrums, including a guest-star ap- 
pearance by Bob Hope last Wednes- 
day night (17). Hope worked for 
several minutes on the stage and 
cracked that ‘he hadn’t expected to 
play a benefit’ in Chicago. Martha 
Scott showed up at the theatre the 
following night, but didn’t go up on 
the stage. Joe E. Lewis and Bert 
Lahr also strived for intimacy with 
the customers by ‘setting ‘em up’ in 
the tavern next door to the Grand 
Opera House during intermissions. 
This cost the comics some coin and 
the customers appeared to enjoy 
the music hall atmosphere, but the 
gag didn’t bring many new custom- 
ers to the boxoffice. 

evisions 


Vaudeville’s ‘come back,’ per se, 
in its most successful manifestations 
under Clifford C. Fischer’s aegis, 
has undergone a number of re- 
visions, so far as this producer’s 
‘Priorities’ at the 46th Street thea- 
tre, N. Y., and the shortlived ‘Top- 
Notchers’ at the 44th Street are 
concerned. For one thing, it’s con- 


KING CIRCUS’ TOUGH 
LUCK AND BAD BIZ IN 0. 


Akron, O., June 23. 

King Bros. circus, newest mud 
trick, piled up added worries here 
Thursday (18) when one of show’s 
big tractor-trailers turned over while 
rounding a curve on hill and plowed 
through a cemetery. Mishap killed 
Cornelius Ford of Columbus, injured 
four others. Show didn’t get mat- 
inee under way until 4 o’clock and 
played to handful. Night perform- 
ance crowd better but far from ca- 
pacity. 

Allen King, former wild animal 
trainer who owns the show, says 
Ohio hasn’t given show 10 days on 
which the trick managed to make 
the nut. Show had three weeks of 
rain and cold. Show leaves Ohio 
middle of week, heads into Indiana 
where showmen are reported figur- 
ing the picking is good. 

King Bros. offers new setup for 
truck shows, presenting all of its 
acts in one ring with 140-foot round 
top. Zavattas, Zoppes, Hobsons, 
Hoaglan Stallions, Fischer Elephants 
among top acts. Frank Stout is 
equestrian director and Claude My- 
ers has seven-piece band. 











Hoarding Scripts 


al agencies, both military and 
civilian, 

Consequently, forward-looking stu- 
dio executives have launched a pro- 
gram to hoard scripts, which ac- 
counts for the record number of 
writers currently at work in Holly- 


wood, now exceeding 600. 


Pacing this program is Paramount, 
where scripts are being accumulated 
for pictures that will not be filmed 
for as much as a year ahead, and 
where a definite campaign to import 
women writers is under way. 


Bill Dozier, head of Paramount's 
story department, candidly admit- 
ting that it makes him feel ‘a little 
ghoulish,’ inaugurated this petticoat 
invasion a couple of weeks ago with 
the signing of M. F. K. Fisher, au- 
t..oress of comedy cookbooks, and is 
dickering with other feminine 
scriveners. 


Until this drive of Dozier’s started, 
Paramount had listed but two women 
writers under contract for a number 
of years, these being Virginia Van 
Upp and Muriel Bolton. 

* Par Storing ’Em 


Indicative of that studio’s cam- 
campaign to amass completed shoot- 
ing material, Paramount, despite the 
fact that it already has in the can 
sufficient features to carry its re- 
lease schedule through the end of 
1942, with others before the cameras, 
has 10 finished scripts stored away. 
One, “The Murder Farm,’ for in- 
stance, doesn’t go until the spring of 
next year, and this is no program 
picture, but one for Bob Hope. 

Others all ready to shoot on a mo- 
ment’s notice include a Crosby pic- 
ture, ‘Manhattan at Midnight,’ ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ ‘China Pass,’ ‘Very Hot in 
Haiti’ and ‘The Hottest Gal in Town,’ 
life story of Texas Guinan. 

And Par at the moment has a 
score of writers working on 14 
scripts, all top-budget productions. 

Metro, not so far ahead on prod- 
uctin the tah; Ts the’stene€ Sf Teve?* 
ish writing activity, with 96 writers 
at work on 61 stories, while 20th-Fox 
has 53 writing folk hewing out 44 
tales, both including numerous pro- 
gram pictures. Warners has 17 im- 
portant productions being put into 
script form by 20 writers, with other 
scribblers on lower budget films. 

At Universal similar activity pre- 
vails. Of 55 features on company’s 





clusive that two-a-day vaude seems 
too hazardous; the 46th Street show | 
is now on a 10-show schedule, mati- | 
nees being Wednesday, Saturday and | 
Sunday. 

On the other hand, Gracie Fields’ 
good matinees draw in “Top-Notch- 
ers’ belied Fischer’s previous find- 
ings that the femmes, too busy in 
the war effort these days, haven’t 
time for midday theatre-going. What 
stymied the 44th Street venture was 
the lack of cooling plant and the 
star’s commitments elsewhere. 


To further confuse the issue, 
Fischer booked The _ Bricklayers, 
Leon Gautier’s dog act, into the 


‘Priorities’ lineup, and in the No. 4 
slot it’s not clicking, whereas the 
pooches were the wow of Fischer’s 
first vauder at the 44th Street, 
‘Keep "Em Laughing.” The Brick- 
layers displaced The Nonchalants in 
‘Priorities.’ 

Fischer aid the Shuberts have 
been netting $2,000 to $3,000 profit 
at the 46th Street, where ‘Priorities’ 





hasn’t gone under an $18,000 weekly 


land 10 





gross. 


1942-43 program eight have been 


completed and four are shooting. In| 


addition, one script is in final form 
tentative screenplays have 
been completed, with 11 others in 
work. 

Only RKO and Columbia do not 
seem to have joined the drive as yet, 
both being somewhat below par. 


LOUISE CRISTIANI OUT 
6-8 WEEKS DUE TO FALL 


Reading, Pa., June 23. 

Louise Cristiani, 27, of the Ring- 
ling-Barnum-Bailey circus, who fell 
from a trapeze last Monday night 
(15) during a performance by the 
RBB circus here, will be disabled for 
six to eight weeks. At first thought 
to have only a broken arm, Miss 
Cristiani was found later to have 
suffered a pelvic fracture and a frac- 
ture of the right elbow. 

Her condition was serious for sev- 
eral days. She is in the Homeo- 
pathic Hospital here. 





WHAT THEY THINK 





In Re: Peirille’s Edict 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Mr. Fetrillo, in attempting to stop 
canned music and force the rehir- 
ing of musicians, ignores one factor 
of public demand—the qualitative 
factor. 

The whole history of recorded 
music proves that the public doesn’t 
care whether its music is canned or 
not, as long as it’s good. And un- 
fortunately, good music, almost al- 
ways, can only be obtained in cans. 

Specifically, take away canned 
music from small night spots and 
small radio stations and the only 
alternative is mediocre music—and 
that we (the public) won’t stand 
for! 

Except for about 50 bands 
throughout the country, every other 
local dance band, pickup or or- 
ganized, is, at best, mediocre, and 
at worst it shouldn’t happen on sus- 
taining! 

Having been educated to the best, 
the public just won't go for any- 
thing less. I'd rather do without 
completely than have to listen to, 
much less hire, some of the deadly 
members in good standing of Local 
00 I’ve heard! 

If the musician’s union maintained 
professional standards they might 
have a case, but any attempt to 


Continued 





to sing, dance, wisecrack and blow 
horns professionally back home be- 
fore they put on: uniforms. 

Premiere showing was before Maj. 
Gen. C. H. Bonesteel, staff officers 
and high ranking guests from Brit- 
ish forces. Later the show will be 
taken around to outlying camps, 
where the boys never see a live show 
unless the Red Cross girl workers 
think one up. 

‘Command Performance’ not only 
gives the boys a chance to do their 
stuff but permits them the luxury 
of wearing white shirts with their 
uniforms. A couple of lads even ap- 
peared in ‘civvies.’ 

Censorship regulations forbid men- 
tion of individual names, but some 
of the entertainers were known in 
show circles back home. A former 
New York radio announcer did a 
comedy turn with a boy who used 
to play carnival shows along the east 
coast; a former dance instructor did 
tango and waltz numbers with an 
American nurse; and a magician 
kept the crowd laughing with card 
tricks, a cigaret gag and some hand- 
kerchief sleight-of-hand. 

Nurses Turn Singers 

Two American nurses took time 
off from their hospital chores to 
sing, one doing the Italian street 
scene with a soldier chorus and the 
jother a group of songs from the last 
| war. 

The orchestra consisted of former 

dance band players who played both 
hot and sweet. This place is so out 
of date on jazz that when the or- 
chestra struck up ‘Deep in the Heart 
|'of Texas’ officers began asking each 
other what that ‘new’ tune was. 
L Nobody has ever accused Reyk- 
There’s one night life spot, the ball- 
room of the Hotel Borg, and it closes 
at 11:30 pm. For refreshment there 
is coffee or 1% Icelandic beer. Ice- 
land is undergoing prohibition. 

Every night a dance band of Ice- 
landers led by an Englishman, Jack 
| Quinet, plays from 9 until 11:30. 
|Then a bell rings, waiters grab for 
{the tableclothes and everybody 
| leaves. 





| The Icelandic girls, many of whom 
| would be blonde beauties on Broad- 
| way with a little fixing, stroll in as 
| the band starts. They sit in groups 
| of twos or threes, and when the mu- 
sic starts the men head for their 
favorite partners. 

After the dance ends, the girls re- 
turn to their tables and the men to 
their own tables. The girls speak 
fairly good English and are picking 
up a lot of American slang. They 
are Scandinavians. Most Icelanders 
have never seen Eskimos or polar 
bears except in movies. 

Quinet’s outfit is pretty tuneful 
but a trifle behind in its numbers. 
Present favorites are ‘Daddy,’ ‘I 
Don’t Want to Set the World on 
Fire’ and ‘Amapola.’ Most of the 
music they play is American. 

‘Palace of the North’ 

The Borg, which calls itself ‘the 
palace of the North,’ caters to of- 
ficers. Enlisted men have a couple 
jspots to go. The routine there is 
imuch the same, only louder. 

Best dancing is at the British of- 
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force employment of part-time me- 
diocrities passing for musicians, or 
event technically proficient but com- 
pletely unfeeling and _ undistin- 
guishéd bands is* bound to fail. 
Phil Bernheim. 


Seeks Barry Thomson 
Melbourne, 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I am very worried regarding my 
son, Barry Thomson, Sir Benjamin 
Fuller advised me to write you to 
see if you could give us some news 
of him. The last letter from him 
was dated Oct. 2, 1941. At that time 
he was playing lead with Miss Ruth 
Chatterton. 

We know in these days mails are 
very irregular but % is a long time. 
My wife and I will be very grateful 
if you can find time to write and if 
possible give us some news. I have 
also written to Miss Ruth Chatter- 
ton. I am sure you understand. 

Dr. H. Barry Thomson. ~ 


P.S.—You have sent a fine lot of 
your boys here and they have settled 
down and are very popular. We like 
them and they like us. One of your 
Air Force boys married a niece of 
mine about two weeks ago. They 
are fine fellows and are welcomed 
every where. 





H. B. T. 


‘Hot’ Spot 


ficers club. The club is a collection 
of Nissen huts, the way most army 
spots are, but it is less crowded than 
the Borg. Dancing at the Borg on 
Saturday or Sunday nights is as 
rough and tumble as playing guard 
on a football team. 

Music at the British club is by 
a British force orchestra. The 
parties are formal, which means the 
girls wear long dresses and the of- 
ficers polish their buttons. Amer- 
ican officers are not members but 
many of them are present as guests. 
There’s liquor to be had, too, 

American camps hold dances now 
and then in their clubrooms at 
which American nurses rub elbows 
with the Icelandic ‘stulkas’ (that is 
the Icelandic word for girl). Big- 
gest and best parties are those by 
the American army air corps. 

Icelanders are great enthusiasts 
for American movies, although the 
films they see often are two years 
old. There are two film houses in 
Reykjavik, the Gamla Bio and Nyja 
Bio. 

Each house has two evening per- 
formances, all seats reserved, and 
it is necessary to wait in line at 1 
p.m. to obtain tickets for night per- 
formances, Continuous showings 
don’t exist. There is a 10-minute 
intermission in the middle of each 
performance, during which lantern 
slides advertising local shops are 
flashed on the screen. The film is 
stopped right in the middle at in- 
termission time, no matter how ex- 
citing the scene. 

Printed programs describing the 
plots in Icelandic are sold, although 
}most patrons understand enough 
|English to enjoy the films unaided. 

Current attractions are Bob Hope 
Road,,, to. Hingagore’.. and, 
Alice Faye in ‘Lillian Russell.” 
Tyrone Power in ‘Blood and Sand’ 
just finished a week’s run at the 
Nyja Bio. The Icelanders particu- 
larly like Gene Autry westerns and 
plenty of bang-bang action. 

One of the biggest things that has 
happened in Reykjavik in a long 
time was the visit of Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr, last fall. The younger 
Icelandic females were plenty agog 
all the time the ship on which Fair- 
banks was serving as a lieutenant 
was in port. 

Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dic- 
|tator’ was shown for the British 
\forces recently. There also was a 
|private showing in one of the Ice- 
|landic movie houses, but there was 
;no public performance for the Ice- 
landic trade. 


|| AFM Caravan 


am, Continued from page 1= 
forts of its members. It is to be a 
good-will gesture. 

Goodman originally planned to 
gather a group of top-flight bands 
and make a two-week tour of large 
auditoriums and ballrooms, proceeds 
to be distributed among various re- 
lief organizations. He spoke to sev- 
eral leaders and assertedly had ten- 
tative okays. However, if the tour 
is made it will probably include 
only Goodman and Glenn Miller’s 
‘bands. Both leaders discussed the 
plan at leneth last week. 



































PPD a. vers 








EE Ee nee 


“ary, > 























ed i 6 


Bases Fs ? . 
ace 


TP apriomes, pew 








pe 


Tes 








56 


Wednesday, June 24, 1942 























LONDON 





IGANG SSS 


745 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
CHICAGO ‘* -SAN FRANCISCO. + “BEVERLY: HILLS: © -CLEVELAND 





TS 


DALLAS 




















